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PROGRESS OF THE :MINERAL INDUSTRY 
OF TASMANIA 

FOR TilE QUARTER ENDING 31sT DECE'fBER, 1898 . 

• 
Launceston, 6th February, 1899. 

DUlUNG the Quarter ending 31st December, 1898, there has 
been an all-round increase in the ~fineral Returns, as compared 
with the previous Quarter's figures, with the exception of those 
of Coal, the output of which has decreased by 2077 tons, owing 
to the smaller ~emand dnring the summer months. 

The following Ta.ble shows, as far as can be ascertained, the 
.quantities and values of the Metals and Minerals raised and 
exported during the past Quarter, and for the whole year :-

Gold ,von .............................. ozs. 
Auriferous Quartz and Pyrites 

exported ................. " .......... tons 
Silver Ore exported.................. " 
Blister Copper exported ............ " 
Copper Ore exported .......... ..... " 
"rin (metallic) exported ......... ... " 
Iron Ore exported .... ... ....... .... " 
.coal raised ........... ....... .. ..... ... " 

I DURING THE 
QUARTER ENDIXG 

lh:c . aI, 1898. 

DURING THR 
YEAR 1898. 

Quantity. Yalue. Quantity. Value. 
1--- ---- -------

£ £ 
15,329 59,000 49,816 188)941 

139 1255 403 3105 
4238 53,651 15,320 lR8,892 
1404 116,479 4955, 4OQ,668 
270r 540Q 394 8128 
567 46,762 1972 142,046 
586 586 1598 1598 

11,107 9000 47,678 38,256 

To V ---£' 090 1"3 TAL ALUE .•••.............••• ... .. _, .. ... £ 971,634 
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Comparing the figures lor the whole year with those lor 1897, 
it will he seen that there ha. been a decrease in the output of 
Gold, Silver Ore, and Tin, but an increase in that of Blister 
Copper, and Copper Ore, Iron Ore, and Coal, the net result 
being an increase III value of £24,316. 

GOLD. 

The yield of Gold for the past quarter was 15,329 ozs., valued 
at £59,000, the total recorded yield up to 31st December, 1898, 
being ~96,788 ozs., valued at £3,800,297. This is exclusive of 
the Gold contained in the Blister Copper produced by the Mount 
Lyell Company, and in the auriferous pyrites, &c. exported for 
treatment, the retm-ns of which are not available. 

The foil owing Table shows the quantities of gold obtained 
lrom various sources on the different fields, with the totals for 
the corresponding quarter of 1897 :-

GOLD OBTAINED DTTRIXG THE QUARTER 
KXDING DECEMBEU 31, 1898, FROM TOTA LS FOR 

cOnnJlSPOND 
I1'I"0 QUARTE 

QUllrtZ. Alluvial, ! Cyanide and 18117. 
Chlorination. TOT..l.L. 

- ------
ozs. ozs. ozs. 07.!. ."'. 

Beaconsfield .... ,. , 6252 11 1757 8020 7(88 
"Mathinna ......... .. 4922 ... 7~6 5648 6642 
Mount Victoria & 

'Vurrentinna ..... 478 11 ... 489 616 
Le&oy ............... 89 206 285 580 967 
l\fangana ............ 7l ... . .. 7l 
Lisle & Golconda .. ... 160 ... 160 200 
)Ve15t COttst. M id-

dlQsex, &c ........ 105 256 ... 361 177 
---------------- -

TOTALS ... ....•. 1l,91? 644 2768 15,329 ... 
TOTALS for corre-
sponding Quu.rter, 

1 I 1897················· ·1 14)213 399 1478 ... 18,098 

BEACOXSFIELD.-'Vith the exception of a few ounces won 
from alluvial, the Tasmania mine was again the sole producer on 
this field. During the past quarter 8420 tons of quartz were 
crushed, and yielded 6252 ozs. retorted gold, and 1757 ozs. wer.e 
obtained from the chlorination works; tolal 8009 OZS., valued at 
£31,753 1ls. 1d., out of which £9000 has been paid in dividends. 
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Since the mine started 376,995 tons of quartz have been crushed, 
the total yield of gold, including that from alluvial and chlori­
nation, being 442,926 ozs., worth £1,610,054, and the sum of 
:£679,071 155. has been paid in dividends. Good progreso is 
being made with the erection of the engines for the new pump­
ing plant at the main shaft; in the meantime it is consIdered 
inadvisable to advance any of the deeper levels for fear of 
cutting more water, but a good body of stone has been opened 
up at thc 500-ft. level, and sufficient quartz is being raised to 
keep the 65-head battery crushing fuU time. At the new main 
shaft the pumping plant has been unahle to cope with the water, 
which is much heavier than expected, and sinking has been 
temporarily suspended. 

The North Tasmania Mine is being opened up ready for 
stoping, and the reef at the bottom level, 326 ft. from the 
.urface, shows gold freely in places, and· carries less copper 
pyrites than in the upper levels. The shaft is heing sunk deeper, 
and it is prohahle that a winding engine will be shoPtly erected 
instead of the whim used hitherto. The Little Wonder and 
Moonlight Companies are still working, and several new com­
panies have started prospecting, but nothing further has been 
done towards proving the Deep Lead. 

LEFRo¥.-During the qnarter payable stone was reported 
from the hottom level at the New Pinafore Mine, and some rich • 
specimens were obtained, but unfortunately the good stone was 
of small extent. Thc central shaft has been sunk to a depth of 
1200 ft. vertical, and a cross-cut has been started for the Chums 
reef. 45 tons of stone were crushed for 14 ozs. retorted gold, 
and 2i4 ozs. were obtained from the Cranide Plant re-treating 
old tailings, A trial parcel of 57 tons from the New :Monarch 
mine yielded 32 ozs. of gold, and 15 tons from the J ndustry were 
ern.hed f01' a return of 4 ozs. Active prospecting is still going 
on at the Volunteer ~{jne, but so far without success; the cost 
of this i. entirely defrayed by caUs from shareholders. Several 
other mines are working in a small way, but more capital is 
required to properly develop thi. field. 

i\IA'fHlNN A.- At the New Golden Gate :Mine 5415 tons of 
quartz were crushed during the quarter for 4808 ozs. of gold, &nd 
726 oz •. of bullion, worth about £2 145. per oz., were obtained 
from the Cyanide \V orks. During the year 1898, 19,860 tons 
of quartz were crushed, which yielded 17,720 ozs. of retorted gold, 
worth £66,980. The pyrites saved contained 1400 ozs., valued 
at £5020, and 2310 ozs. of cyanide bullion were ohtained, worth 
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£6200. Total valne for the year £78,200, out of which £+2,400, 
equal to £1 us, tid. per share, was paid in dividends, bringing 
the total amount paid to sharebolders up to £214,400. The 
development work is kept well ahead of the stoping, and there 
are large reserves of stone opened up. 

At the Golden Spur Mine work has been started at the 1000 
feet level, the reef being strong and reported to be payable, but 
no stone has yet been crushed. 

The trial crushing of stone from tbe Mabel Mine proved very 
disappointing-, 96 tons of quartz yieldin$ only 38 ozs. of gold, 
and work has been suspended. At the HlCkson's Mine the water 
has proved too strong for sinking the shaft without -machinery. 
13 tons of quartz from the Record Mine yielded 9 oz. of gold, 
and 52 tons from the Hatherton yielded 52 ozs. 

At the Miami lliine (Salmon Gold Syndicate) the main sbaft 
has been sunk J 20 feet below the adit level, a total of 320 feet 
from the sm·face. At the 200 feet level a distance of 200 feet 
has been driven along the reef, wbich is strong, but of ratber 
poor quality. Prospecting is also going on at the West Miami 
and other mines in the neighbourhood with encouraging results. 

)1 ANGAS A.-Prospecting is going on in several places on this 
field. The New Sovereign Mine bas been temporarily sbut down, 
but it is proposed to erect machinery at tbe old main sbaft, which 
bas been full of water for some years. The recorded yield of 
gold for the quarter was 71 ozs. from 566 tons of quartz. 

Mom'T VrCTOIUA.-,The prospects of tbis field continue very 
favounble, and a good deal of "ork is being done. Tbe Ringa­
rooma Company crusbed 327 tons for 340 ozs. of gold. A first 
crusbing of 180 tons of mixed stone from tbe New Mercury 
Mine yielded only 13t ozs. of gold, but 32 tons from sballow 
workings on the Old Hagged Youtb Section, wbicb is now beld 
by the New Mercury Company, yielded 54 ozs., and a shaft is 
now being sunk on the reef. 

W ARRE"'fINNA.-A trial crusbing of 60 tons from tbe East 
Volunteer Mine yielded 68 ozs. of gold, but tbe quantit.y of stone 
available above the adit level is small, and tbe mine is to be let 
on tribute. The Derby Company crusbed 15 tons for a return of 
8 ozs. of gold. 

MIDDLESEX, 'VEST COAST, &C.-Several small crusbings 
bave been made at the Glynn Mine, and 61 ozs. of gold obtained 
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from 150 tons of stone. From the same neighbourhood 50 ozs. 
of alluvial gold were also won during the quarter. A little work 
is going on on the Queen River and other localities on the West 
Coast, and at the 'Vood)' Hill Mine tributors have crushed 
34 tons for 28 ozs. of gold. A small reef carrying rich stone 
has been discovered neal' Golconda, and a prospecting shaft is 
being sunk on it. 

TIN. 
"'V ARATAII.-The output from the Mt. Bischoff Mine during 

the past quarter was 450 tons of hlack tin, as compared with 
439 tons for the previous quarter. The prospects at the Brown 
Face have improved, but there still remain between 2000 and 
3000 tons of mixed dirt from the slips to remove. Connection 
has been made with the main tunnel for drainage purposes, and 
a bench is being taken out 12 ft. deep; eventually this will be 
extended 12 ft. deeper, and the ore will be hauled up an incline 
by " stationary engine at the top. The other faces remain about 
the same. A good deal of prospecting and development work 
has been done underground, and stoping on the Queen Lode has 
been carried on with satisfactory results. The great rise in the 
price of tin will now permit of the poorer ore heing worked, 
which could not hefore be treated at a profit,. 

During the hal£-year ending 31st December, 1898, 46,515 tons 
were treated, producing 889 tons of dressed tin ore j the total 
quantity obtained since the formation of the company heing 
54,462 tons 2 cwts. 2 qrs. 26 lb •. 

The following particulars taken from the last Half-yearly 
Report show the cost of treating a ton of stanniferous material 
during the six months ending 31st December, 1898 :-

s. d. 
Mini:ag, including new works, maintenance, 

and other expenses ............................. . 
Hauling, filling, and emptying trucks ....... .. 

~~:!liSf~t:~~~~~~~. ~.~~ .. ~~~~~~~.~~~~. ~~ .~~~.~~ 
Ringtail Sheds ..................................... . 
Management and supervision ................... . 
Plant, including all machinery ............. . .. .. 
Developmellt and progressive work ........... . 
Ore-bagging ....................................... . 
Contracts and sundries .......................... . 
Stores ............................................... . 

2 

~i 0 
0 
0 
0 ~t 0 
0 It 
0 61 0 
0 3k 
0 4t 

TOTAL .................... . 56ft 
---
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The water supply has been abundant for all purposes, the 
roiufall for the six months being 62·22 inches. At the Smelting 
Works in Launeeston, during the hali-year, 837 tons 6 cwt. 3 qrs. 
141bs. of ore were smelted on behalf the Company, yielding 
582 tons 12 ewt. 1 9.r. 21 lbs. refined tin; and 665 tons 6 cwt. 
3 q"S. 26 lb •. , yieldlllg 470 tons 1 ewt. 3 qrs. 10 Ibs. of refined 
tin, were smelted on public account. The average assay of the 
refined tin was 99·84 per cent., and of the .lag, 5·5 per cent. 
During the past quarter three diviuends have heen paid, amount­
ing to £10,500. 

NORTII-EASTERN DISTRICT.-There was a good supply 
of water during most of the past quarter, and the yields were 
fairly gcod. The quantity of tin ore sent away by rail from 
Scottsdale, and by boat from Boobyalla, was 279 tons 8 cwt., as 
against 281 tons 9 cwt. for the previous quarter, and the average 
number of men employed was 153 Europeans and 192 Chinamen. 

At Derby operations have been considerably hampered by the 
Ringarooma River being blocked by accumulated tailings; the 
riyer has been thrown out of its original course and dammed 
back for a. considerable distance, and a channel is now being cut 
to try and remedy this. 

The Briseis Company sent :,,~ay 35 tons, the total yield for the 
quarter, being 50 tons obtained by 22 men. The New Brothers 
Home No.1 Co., obtained 19 tons, employing 10 men. The 
Brothers' Home (private mine) produced 19 tons 6 cwt. with 
14 men, and the Brothers' Home Extended, 11 tons 14 cwt., with 
8 men. The tin ore from these. mines is of very high grade, 
often assayillg over 75 per cent. of metallic tin. At South 
Mount Camerou 16 tons 10 cwt. were obtained from Mr. J. 
Simpson's private claims, employing 31 Chinese on tribute; 
and 12 tons came from ~1r. Ogilvie's claims near Gla.dstone. 
employing t8 Cliinese on tribute. Several sections h.ve been 
taken up on what is known as the lIIussel Roe Deep Lead, and a 
good deal of preparatory work in tbe way of cutting tail-races, 
&c. has been done. 

EASTER', DISTRICT.-At the Anchor Mine cru.hing has 
been going on steadily with satisfactory results, but the water 
supply was only sufficient to drive 50 out of the 100 head of 
stamps for part of the quarter. Surveys arc being made with a 
view of ascertaining the best available source of a supply to keep 
the 100 head continuously at work, and a dam site has been 
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.,.pplied for on the opposite of the Blue Tier, in which a very 
large quantity of water could be conserved. Exact -figures are 
not available of the quantity of rock crushed and tin ore obtaincd 
during the quarte,', but it is stated that a good profit is being 
made, although the yield is less than one-half per cent. black tin; 
the costs of mining, crushing, dressing, &c., have been reduced 
to less than 28. 6d. per ton of rock crushed, and it is anticipated 
that with a plentiful supply of water sufficient to work 100 

,head!?:, the costs will be under 28. pel' ton. The Government 
No.1 diamond-drill was erected during the quarter, and boring 
was commenced early in the new year with a four-inch bit. 

At the Australian Mine 1207 tons were crushed for a yield of 
8 tons 5 cwt. of black tin. Crushing has been temporarily . 
suspended, but the company has purchased a section on Crystal 
Creek. formerly known as the Dawn. Some rich tin-bearing 
rock is showing on the surface, and a. tramway is being con­
structed to take the stone to the battery, about half a mile 
distant. 

At Weldborough and St. Helen's 66 Europeans and 42 
Chinese have been engaged, the yield of tin are being 33 tons 
3 cwt. 

In the Ben Lomond and St. Paul's Districts 1 ton 17 cwt. of 
tin ore and 2 tons 10 cwt. of wolfram have been obtained. It is 
probable that capital will be shortly introduced for the purpose 
-0£ working several promising shows in these districts. 

The price of tin has shown a continuous upward tendency, 
having risen from £74 lOs. per ton on Septemher 30th to £84 lOs. 
on December 30th. Since the close of the year it has risen 
very rapidly, and should the price be maintained at anything 
over £100 per ton, doubtless many abandoned mines will be re­
opened, but it is not likely that there will be any gl'eat increase 
in the output during the current quarter. 

SILVER. 

'VEST COAsT.-During the past quartcr steady work has 
heen going on throughout the Zeehan and Dundas Fields, and 
the output from the principal mines has been well maintained. 
The Tasmanian Smelting Company are pushing on with the 
erection of their works, bnt progress has been considerably 
hampered by the continued wet weather. Ahout, 2555 tons of 
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ore, of an approximate value of £7824, have been delivered at 
the works, and it is anticipated that smelting will be started m 
two or three months. 

The quantity of are exported from Zeehan during the quarter 
was 4074 tons, of an approximate value of £52,199, as against 
4016 tons, valued at £51,640, for the previous quarter, and 3425 
tons, valued at £40,948, for the corresponding quarter of 1897. 
This quantity does not include 2350 tons delivered to tbe Tas­
manian Smelting Company, and stacked by them, awaiting the 
completion of the smelters. 

The following list shows the quantity and approximate net 
value of the orc sent away for export from the principa.l mines. 
The quantity sent away does not always correspond exactly with 
the quarter's output :-

' Vestern ........ ...... ,.,' ..... . 
Montana. ............. .. ....... . 
Oonah ......................... . 
Silver Quel·n ................. . 
Briti!'lh Zeehan ........... . 
Smith's Section .............. . 

Quantity. 
Tons. 
1220 
872 
488 
537 
333 
163 

Value. 
£ 

18,824 
12,240 

5245 
5005 
4830 
2182 

Smaller lots have been sent away from the Tasmanian Crown,_ 
Silver Queen Extended, S.W. Curtin Davis, No. I Curtin 
Davis, Rich P .A., and other mines; and the following h:tve 
sent are (chiefly of low grade) to the Tasmanian Smelting 
Company :-Comet, Oceana, Smith's Section, Sylvester, Block 
291, Curtin Davis Proprietary, &c. 

At the ,,, .. tern Mine the main shaft has been sunk to 600 
feet from the surface, and will be continued to 700 feet before 
cross-cutting for the lodes. A new pumping plant, that will 
enable the shaft to be continued to over 1000 feet, will sbortly 
be put in. 

During the past quarter 624 tons of firsts (handpicked 
galena), 9 tons of rich oxidised are, and 5695 tons of second., 
which yielded 506 tons of concentrates, were obtained: total 
output of marketable are for the quarter, 1139 tons, containing 
approximately 123,353 ozs. of silver and 657 tons of lead. 
The 47th dividend of Is. per share, amounting to £3000, was 
paid in Deccmber. 

At the Montana the shaft is down 360 feet, and a cross-cut i. 
being driven for No. 1 lode. During the quarter 443 tons of 

, 
t 
I 
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firsts were obtained and 4200 tons of second" which yielded 
429 tons of concentrates. Total output of marketable ore, 872 
tons, containing 79,886 ozs. of silver and 558 tons of lead, the 
net value of the same at the mine being £12,240. 

At the Oonah 2126 tons of secouds were concentrated, and 
the total output of marketable ore was 488 tons, containing 
40,016 ozs. of silver and 332 tons of lead: net value, £5245. 

The output from the Silver Queen Mine was 175t tons firsts,. 
and 364t tons concentrntes: total 540 tons, containing 33,377 
oZ!. of silver and 332 tOUi of lead. There are now nine trihute 
parties working on the company's lea.ses, but in most cases they 
have not made current wages. During the balf-year ending 31st 
December, 1898, the company raised 194 tons 19 cwts. 2 qrs. 
2lbs. firsts, valued at £2457 9s. 7d., equal to about £12 12s. 
per ton, and 5868 tons 8 cwts. seconds, which' produced 589 tons 
6 cwts. I qr. I lb. concentrates, valued at £4554 19s. 3d., equal 
to £7 14s. 7d. per ton. Total output, 6063 tons 7 cwts. 2 qrs. 
22 Ibs., of au average value of £1 3s. 3d. per ton. During the 
same period tributors obtained 107 tons 12 cwts. 2 qrs. 16 lbs. 
firsts (galena anel gossan), worth £879 19s. lOd., and 17 ton~ 
5 cwts. 2 qrs. 27 lbs. concentrates, worth £990 6s. 3d., from 
which the company received £196 2s. 7d. in royalties. The 
British-Zeehan Mine produced 227 tons firsts, and 93 tons con­
centrates from 535 tons crushed. Total, 320 tons, containing 
30,426 ozs. of silver and 221 tons of lead, valued at £.j,775. On 
Smith'. Section seven sub-tribute parties are at work. At the 
principal one, the Currie and Everest Tribute Association have 
sunk their shaft to 160 feet, aud cut the lode, still carrying high­
grade galena. The Silver Queen Extended Mine is worked 
entirely on tribute, the average number of men employed being 
15. The output for the past quarter wal 33 tons 10 cwts., con­
taining 2211 ozs. of silver and 20 tons of lead, valued at £449. 
100 tons of seconds from the Sylvester 'Mine were crushed at 
the Silver Queen Mill, and yielded 20 tons of concentrates, 
assaying 29 ozs. silver per ton, and 49 per cent. lead; 82 tons of 
oxidised ore, assaying 15 ozs. silver per tOll, and 13'S per cent. 
lead were sold to the Tasmanian Smelting Company for £25 13s., 
&nd 25 tons of sulphide ore, ass"'ying 20 ozs. silver pel' ton, and 
24 per cent. lead realised £1 Is. 6d. per ton on the mine. 

W ol'k has been resumed on the old Silver King Extended 
Mine, and ore is being taken £rpm the cutting on the west side 
of Main-street and sent to the smelters. At the Kew Mount 
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Zeehan Mine the shaft has been unwatered, and work started lU 

the several drives. 

The Comet Company has sent 800 tons of gossan to the 
smelting works. 500 tons assayed 4 ozs. silver per ton and 15 
per cent. lead, and 300 tons assayed 6 ozs. silver per ton and 21 
per cent. lead. Most of the mines in the Curtin-Davis group, 
near l{ingville, are being worked on tribute, and several of them 
have sent out small parcels, chiefly to the Tasmanian Smelting 
Company's works, but details of contents and value are not 
available. No are has been raised from the Oceana Mine during 
the quarter, but 517 tons from the heap at. grass have been 
delivered to the smelters. 

COPPER 

At the :Mt. Lyell Company's reduction works the 7th and 8th 
furnace. were blown in in October, and for part of the quarter 
eight furnaces were in blast, but during the Christmas holidays 
the No.1 plant was closed down for a thorough overhaul. The 
remaining three furnaces of the ;,nd nest were practically com­
pleted at the end of the year, and will probably be blowll in 
during the current quarter, 3..:i soon as the aerial ropeway from 
the mine to the No. 1 plant is completed. The following 
l'articulars of the N o. ~ plant are taken from the Report of the 
General Manager for the half year ending Septemher 30, 1898 :­
"The size of the fllrnaccs is 210 inches by 4i inches in the clear 
at the hearth; height from tapping floor to charging floor, 20 
feet, and each furnace has 40 tuyeres. The blast for the furnaces 
is heated by four hot blast stoves in two sets. The power plant 
consists of 6 boilers of 125 horse power each, and five high-class 
vertical compound condensing engines, each coupled direct hy 
means of a flexible coupling to aNa. 8 Root's Blower. The 
mouth of the main chimney stack is 287 feet above the tapping­
ft.oor lev·e!. During the past quarter 54,880 tons of ore were 
treated, aud 1404 tons of blister copper produced, containinq 
approximately, 6009 ozs. of gold, 166,388 ozs. of silver, and 
13H8 tons of copper, the gross value being £1J6,479. During 
the half year ending September 30th, 1898,75,865 tons from the 
open cuts and 7349 tOllS from underground were treated; total, 
83,214 tons net dry weight, of an average assay of 0'158 ozs. 
gold, 3'46 ozs. silver, and 3'07 per cent. copper. During the 
same period the Converter plant treated 4728 tons of eODl-erter 
matte, assaying 2'91 ozs. gold, 75'28 ozs. silver per ton, and 55'28 
per cent. copper, and produced· 2481 tons of blister copper, 
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-containing 13,206 ozs. gold, 338,507 ozs. silver, and 2449 tons of 
copper. 

The costs per ton of ore treated were as follows :_ 

£ s. d. 
Mining operations .................. 0 2 5'83 
Removal of overburden ......... ..• 0 2 0 
Smelting operations ............... 0 16 5'31 
Converter operations ............... 0 2 5'33 

TOTAL ............... £1 3 4'47 

as compared with £1 4s. 11·64d. for the previous half-year. 

The total quantity of blis!tr copper produced up to September 
30th, 1898, was 8352 tons, of an average assay value of 4'756 
ozs. gold, 102'61 ozs. silver per ton, and 98'81 per cent. copper. 

The Company has decided to extend the railway from its 
present terminus at Teepookana, on the ICing River, to Regatta 
Point, Strahan, and the work of clearin~, &c. has already com­
menced. On October 1st the si."th diVidend of 2s. per share on 
275,000 share. was paid, bringing up the total to £271,700. 
The average number of men employed by the Company in all 
departments during the past quarter was 2125. At the North 
Mount Lyell Mine, near the end of the quarter, the ore-body 
was struck in the bottom adit, over 300 feet below the crown of 
the hill, but it will take some time to determine its true value. 
Good progress has been made with the removal of the over­
burden, and during the past quarter 512 tons of copper ore 
were seat away, containing approximately 152 tons of copper, 
5800 ozs. of silver, and 9 ozs of gold, valued at £10,568. A 

·contract has been Ie! for the construction of the railway from 
Kelly's Basin to the minc, and it is expected to be completed in 
twehe months. The aerial ropeway from the Tbarsis Mine to 
tbe Mt. Lyell Company's Smelters was not completed by the end 
of the year a. antiCIpated, but it is well in hand, and is being 
pushed on as fast as possible. Until this is completed very littlc 
further work will be done underground, as large quantities of 
ore are opened up ready for stoping. 

A small winding engine has been erected at the Crown Lvell 
Mine. The shaft has been sunk to a depth of 80 feet, :md 
driving is going on to cut the ore body seen on the surface and 
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to pick up the continuation of the belt of siliceous ore-bearing 
schist passing through the Tharsis and North Lyell properties. 

At the 80uth Tharsis l1ine there is a large body of low-grade 
ore, and it is probable that a concentroting plant will shortly be 
erected to treat this on an extensive scale. 

SeTeral other mines in the neighbourhood are pushing on with 
adits, and are hopeful of Success. 

At the South Lyell Mine the shaft has been sunk to a depth 
of nearly 400 feet, and will be continued to 450 feet before 
opening out. 

Very good reports are coming in of the pyritic are bodies 
which are being prospected at Mo.unt Jukes and Mount Darwin, 
and the construction of the North Mount Lyell Company's rail. 
way will greatly facilitate operations in these districts. 

In the Red Hills district the prospects still continue favour­
able, but there is nothing special to report. 

The Mount Reid Mine has been connected with the Hercules 
tramway, and the main adit is now being widened to admit of a 
horse being employed. There has been considerable delay in the 
completion of the self-acting tramway from the Hercules Mine 
to Deep Lead, but it is now nearly r.ady, and as soon as this is 
completed a trial parcel of 100 tons from the Mount Reid Mine 
will be sent to England to ascertain the best method of treat­
ment. It is stated that similar o"es can be successfully treated 

'by the ElIel'shausen process, and the zinc, as well as the other 
metaHic contents, recovered at a small cost. Should this be 
borne out by further trial, it will be of immense ad vantage to 
the Mount Read and Rosebery districts. 

Very little work is going on at the Tasmanian Copper Mine, 
Rosebery, and it has been decided to defer the erection of 
smelters pending the investigation of certain Dew processes £01' 
treating zinciferous ores. Steady work is going on at the North 
Tasmanian Copper and Berry Consols Mines, but the principal 
item of the quarter's progre~s in this district is the striking of 
the lode in the 100-ft. level at the Mount Black Proprietary 
Mine. At this depth the lode is .... ider than on the surface, and 
the ore is of about the same assay value. Several smaller veins 
have been cut between the shaft and the main lode but have not 
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been driven on. The rails of th e BUl'ni(!-heeha,n Railwnyare 
laid within a mile of where the line crosses the Pieman River, 
about four miles from Rosehery, and this district will soon be 
more easily accessible when better progress may be expected. 

At the Colebrook Mine a small diamond drill has been erected, 
and during the quarter a distance of 178 feet 6 inches was boreel 
from the end of tbe 150 ft. tunnel on the eastern slope of the 
hill. Tbe bore is said to have passed through some good are, but 
no assays of the core have been made. 

There is nothing fresh to report from the N o1'th-'V cst Coast, 
where steady proBpecting work is going on in several localities . 

COAL. 
The output of Coal for the quarter was 11,107 tons, as agai~st 

13,185 tOllS for the previous quarter, aud 8767 tons for the 
corresponding quarter of 1897. The following list shows the 
quantity raised from the different eollierie, ;_ 

Mt. :r.icholas .............. .. . 
Cornwall ..................... . 
Russell .. ... ................. .. . 
Mt. Cygnet.; ................ . 
Dulverton .................... . 
York Plains ................. . 

Tons. 

5251 
4124 

480 
985-
196 

71 

TotaL ..... ...... .. ...... 11,107 
= 

• This includes 585 tons raised during the qUArter ending September 
.30th, the returns having been received too late to inchtde in that 
quarter's report. 

IRON ORE. 
During the quarter 586 tons of Iron Ore were sent away from 

the Penguin. At present this is used only as flux in lead 
smelting-works, hut the ore, both at the Penguin and the Blyth 
l~iver, is of excellent quality, admirahly suited for the manu­
facture of Bessemer Iron and Steel, and in the event of iron 
smelting-works heing estahlished in Australia these deposits 

o would be of great value. 



14 :MIXEltAL INDUSTRY, 

The average number of men employed 
during the past quarter was as follows :-

In or about mmes 

Europeans .. 0- • •••••••••••••• 

Chinese ...... .. ............ . 

Total .............. . 

5590 
263 

5853 

of whom 3600 were employed on the West Coast. 

Value of the mineral output for the quarter per man employed .... 
£49 18$. 2·39d. 

The dividends paid during the quarter were as follow.:-

From Copper Mines .............. . 
Gold Mines .................. . 
Tin Mines .................... . 
Silver Mines ................ .. 

£ s. d. 
27,500 0 0 
21,000 0 0 
10,500 0 0 

3000 0 0 

TotaL............. £62,000 0 0 

WILLIAM GRAHAUE, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANI.A_ 
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