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PROGRESS OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY
OF TASMANIA

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 80re SEPTEMBER, 1809
: —_—

Hobart, 23rd October, 1899,
THE following Table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the
guantities and values of Metals and Minerals raised and exported
uring the Quarter ending 30th September, 1889, compared
with the corresponding Quarter of 1898 :—

DuRrING THE DuriNg THE
QUARTER ENDING QUARTER ENDING
SEpr. 80, 1899. | Seer. 80, 1808.
Quantity.| Value. |Quantity.| Value.
£ £
GEIRATRII s omentiii oo 5obeist idasen ozs. | 12,569 | 47,234 | 11,6733 43,773
Auriferous Quartz and Pyrites
OXPOTIBL e rvvreerVinsivasaentsonssoss tons 182 1453 61 607
Silver Ore exported.................. A 3706} 42,508 | 4084 | 52,406
Blister Copper exported............ " 23603 208,965 1317 | 116,679
Copper Ore exported ............... » 1203 1246 36} 912
Iron Ore exported .... .cccooovnnens 3 926 841 60 60
Col PMSed ....eoveerrererseninesernns y | 10,869 | 8695 | 13,184 | 10,547
Silver Bullion exported .....c.cvu. 5 6373 19,087
Tin Ore exported.,.:...;.oeovisisians 5 25 1750°
Ledd 6xported ...ccocccievrimssioneins i 11 9
Gold and Silver Ore exported ... -,, 70 350
Tin (metallic) exported ............ 620} 86,474 478} 84,948
Zine ... sEaaadai ey bans bk 4 4
TorAL VALUR iwivwiaedbnniises we £|418,616 o £/259,932

There iz an increase of £105,269 in the total value for the
previous quarter, and an increase of £158,684 in the total value,
as compa'rod_ with the corresponding quarter in 1898,
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GOLD,

During the past quarter 7899 ounces of gold were obtained
from quartz, 440 ounces from alluvial, and 4320 ounces by means
of the eyanide and chlorination proeesses. Total, 12,659 ounces,
valued at £48,104.

‘The following table shows the quantities obtained from various
sources on the different fields during the period under review,
together with the totals for the corresponding period of 1898 :

GOLD OBTAINED DURING THE QUARTER
ENDING 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1899. o
ING QUARTHR
Quartz. | Alluvial, poand | morar, e
dzs. 078. 028, : 028, 0Z8.
Beaconsfield ....... 3076 56 3121 7158 5579
Mathinna ........... 89327 867 4194 4662
Mount Victoria,

Warrentinna,&c. 350 41 391 628}
B8P0y Vo husiiaess 25 25 70
Lisle & Golconda.. 221 - 124 832 677 366
Mangana ............ 170 170 180
West Coast, Mid-

dlesex, &C: icussis] .o sen 49 49 188%

 TOTALS.......| 7899 440 4320 12,659
ToraLs for corre-
sponding Quarter,

1808 . ki a o 10,0154 374 12844 11,6732

BeacoNSFIELD.—At the Tasmania Mine the 65-head battery
was running continuously. During the past quarter 5835 tons
of quartz were crushed, yielding 3976 ozs. 13 dwts. retorted
gold, as against 6525 tons crushed, yielding 5100, for the previous

quarter. In addition to this, 3120 ozs. 18 dwts. of smelted gold,

worth £4 1s. per ounce, were obtained from the chlorination ;
total for the quarter, 7097 ozs. 11 dwts. The total output from
the mine up to the 30th September, 1899, was 464,573 ozs, 5 dwts.
17 gvs., from 394,760 tons crushed ; value £1,691,832 14s. 8d.,
and the amount paid in dividends, £697,071 15s., including
£3000 paid during the past quarter.

At the chlorine plant the four caleining furnaces and 30 vats
are working well, giving good results. The capacity of the
plant is about 180 tons per week, the cost of treatment being
about 125, 6d. per ton, The tailings from the leaching vats
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contain from 1 to5 dwts. of gold to the ton, and are being saved
for further treatment by cyanide. The weekly production of
concentrates at the Tasmania battery is about 100 tons, so about
80 tons per week of the accumulated tailings are being worked
up. The concentrates treated give an average of about 1% ozs.
of gold to the ton. The hydraulic pumping plant at the main
shaft was completed some time since, but is not yet at work, the
cisterns not being complete at the 818-feet level to allow the
rams being placed in position, but are now in a forward state for
completion.

At the main shaft the pumping engine has been shifted from the
Lefroy shaft and placed at this shaft, and has worked satisfactorily
in unwatering the shaft. The chamber at the 600-feet level is
now being cut out for the Reidles pumps, which are expected to
be on the claim by the end of the year.

The newest developments at Beaconsfield are the enter-
prise of tracing or intersecting the celebrated Tasmania reefs
beyond that Company’s boundaries on the west, a work which is
now heing energetically prosecuted by an Australian company
with reported satisfactory indications. The recently formed
Australasian Asbestos Company, to work the large formation of
that mineral near Beaconsfield, is engaged in the preliminary
work necessary to proceed with that enterprise ; and the lessees
of the ground of the FEast Tasmania Company, with those of
contiguous sections, have despatched a delegate to London to
endeavour to enlist the co-operation of capitalists in the project
of intercepting or discovering the continuation of the celebrated
Tasmania reef in the country east of and adjoining the Com-
pany’s ground. Thus, in the two former instances, foreign
capital is at length in operation in promoting the mining interests
of Beaconsfield, without which external aid the development of
a gold mine in this Colony would be an utterly hopeless con-
tingency ; unless it should so happen that sufficient gold occurred
from the surface downwards to meet all expenses of the under-
taking, as was the case in the celebrated Tasmania Gold Mine,
and there are reasonable grounds for hope that the efforts in
England, alluded to, as to the exploration of the eastern sections,
will be realised. :

The six other mines which are being busily prospected at
various depths are proceeding hopefully, 67 men being employed
by them.

There are also about 30 men employed in prospecting and
gold-digging.

The New Pinafore Company are still driving south for the
“ Chums " reef, and north for the “ Pinafore” reef,

e — e ————
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The White Pinafore Company are stoping and sinking the
shaft to a further depth of 80 feet, making a total of 200 feet.

Lerroy.—The hope of solving the great question as to deep
ginking is now cent.ret‘})ein the operations of the New Pinafore
Mine ; the efforts of the Volunteer Company in that direction
having at length been relinquished at 1300 feet in depth. The
recent developments at the former mine have been deemed

encouraging, and, moreover, the proprietors have still an extensive

source of pecuniary aid in the yield of gold from the large
accumulation of tailings by means of the cyanide process, with-
out which aid it is probable the contributions of the shareholders
would cease. The latest noticeable event at Lefroy is the
discovery of a reef near the last-mentioned mine, from which a
trial crushing of 86 tons of stone yielded within a small fraction
of 24 ounces of gold to the ton. The owners are now sinking,
in order to test the reef at a greater depth.

Besides the three mines mentioned there are six others in the
tentative stage of prospecting, at various depths, with fair hope
of sufficiently valuable discovery to induce the co-operation of
capitalists for effectual development.

LisLe.—There is nothing worth reporting, except that the
association who took up a number of leases in the beginning of
the present year for dredging are making their arrangements as
far as practicable, pending the granting of their leases.

MaruiNNA.—At the New Golden Gate Mine 5360 tons of
quartz were crushed, yielding 3327 ounces of gold, and 3327
ounces were obtained by the cyanide process. The amount paid
in dividends during the quarter was g1y
’

Mount Vicroria.—The Ringarooma Gold Mining Com-
Ii‘any have crushed 348 tons of quartz for 271§ ounces of gold.

he electric plant at the mine is not yet fully completed, there
being a portion of the machinery yet to be supplied, but sufficient
electricity is generated to start pumping operations in the mine,
and so far it is a great success. Sinking in the main shaft is
now proceeding, hen the electric plant is completed it will
be one of the most modern and fully equipped in the colonies.
The prospects of the mine continue very good, 45 men heing
employed. This company has erected, on its freehold property,
a twelve-head stamper battery. A trial crushing from this claim
has yielded 167 ounces from 200 tons of stone, or 17 dwts. per
ton.
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The Central Ringarooma Company have cut good stone in

the tunnel, and are getting out a trial crushing ; the claim looks
well. :

WARRENTINNA.—But little work has been done during the
quarter. Mining here is languishing through want of capital
and competent management. On Bayley's Leases 479 tons
(mullock) were treated for 33 ounces of gold.

The East Volunteer Gold Mining Company crushed 18 tons
of stone, and obtained 7 oz. 10 dwts. of gold. The Derby
Company crushed 55 tons of quartz for 18 ounces of gold.

OtHER LocarviTies.—At (Gladstone, the Portland Gold
Mining Company’s claim continues shut down. At Lyndhurst
some prospecting work is being carried on. At New River, Mr.
W?Krushka. has obtained 41 ounces of alluvial gold from
his freehold claim, six men being employed.

Wgest CoastT.—The gold claims near Lynchford are still
lying idle, and there is little chance of improvement until
sufficient capital is introduced to enable them to be properly
developed.

Very little alluvial gold-mining is attempted, but it is prob-
able that more gold is won than can be accounted for by the
returns from the banks. The storekeepers also purchase gold,
and private individuals take small parcels over to Melbourne and
sell them direct to the mint.

TN

The total quantity of tin-ore obtained during the quarter was
995 tons, being a decrease of 38 tons on the previous quarter.

WaraTAR.—The output from the Mount Bischoff mine was
the same as last quarter, viz., 480 tons, 220 men being employed.
Two dividends og 125, 6d., and one of 15s. per share were paid,
amounting to £24,000. The total amount paid in dividends by
this Company is £1,594,000.

The ‘Vparata.h Alluvial Company obtained 3 tons 12 ewt. of
tin-ore, 2 men being employed.

The Phenix Company obtained 3 tons 8 cwt., employing 2
men.

NorTH-EAsTERN Di1sTrIcT.—During the past quarter con-
siderable activity has been exhibited in the tin-mining industry,
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stimulated by the high price of tin and the plentiful supply of
water.

The Briseis Mine has yielded 100 tons of tin-ore, 30 men
- being employed. The face of the workings continues to look
very rich.

The Krushka Brothers have raised 26 tons 7 cwt., 20 men
being employed ; the Brothers’ Home Extended Mine 14 tons
2 cwt., with 9 men ; the New Brothers’ Home No. 1 Company
12 tons 9 ¢wt., with 9 men ; and the Arba Company, at Branx-
holm, 4 tons, with 8 men. The last-named company has nearly
completed the repairs to the water races.

Mzr. C. A. Ogilvie’s claims, at Mount Cameron, yielded 9
tons, 18 Chinamen being employed ; and the claims at South
Mount Cameron yielded 11 tons 2 cwt., 3 Europeans and 28
Chinamen being employed. On the whole the yields are con-
sidered very satisfactory. A considerable amount of prospecting
has been carried on, and, in some instances, with marked
BUCCESS,

EasTerN DistricT.—The total quantity of tin-ore obtained
during the quarter was 172 tons 6 cwt. 2 qrs., being an increase
of over 70 tons on the previous quarter. Of this quantit
47 tons 12 cwt. were obtained from Ben Lomond and Rex Hill,
1 ton 8 cwt. from Brookstead and St. Paul’s, 85 tons 5 cwt. from
- Gould’s Country and Lottah, 23 tons 8 cwt. 2 qrs. from Weld-
borough, and 14 tons 13 cwt. from St. Helens and Scamander.

WesT Coast.—There is not much doing in the way of tin-
mining at present. At the Renison Bell Mine good tin-ore, about
9 inches wide, of which from two to three inches is very rich,
with solid stones of pure tin oxide, has been uncovered in
stripping.

At the St. Dizier’s Mine (Heemskirk) the tail-race is nearly
ﬁnmhead, and sluicing operations will, on its completion, be
started.

SILVER.

West Coast.—The quantity of Silver-Lead ore sent from the
Zeehan Railway Station for export from Strahan was 29081
tons, value approximately, £51,779, as compared with 3424
tons, value apén-oximately, £46,429 for the previous quarter.
These figures do not include quantities sent to the Tasmanian

Smelting Company, of which particulars are givgn hereunder,
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The principal contributing mines are :—

Tons. £
Montineatieda i o lves 5 852 15,674
Western™..o. S0k 892 14,945
Oonah ...... 2 542 10,425
Zeehan (Tas.) .......ciceeo. 5793 6737
Silver Queen ................ 382 2096
Smith’s Section ............ 1192 5828

The Tasmanian Smelting Company has received 1400 tons of
ore from the Mount Reid Mine, and 2989 tons, value £17,296,
from other mines, as under :—

tons. ewts, qrs. Ihs. £ 8 4
Smith's Section..... ......... 1184, -0 85 22 5912 3 4
Zeehan (Tasmania) ....... 5 588 15 3 13 5743 16 8
South Curtin-Davis......... 119 1 0 16 307 12 5
Silver Queen P.A........... B ey R 507 5 10
Comet ........ P <SR e N 434 . 0 1 13 842 8 1
fophan Bell'. .. .c..cocuiii 5 895 8.8 ] 154 3 11
Sylvester ......... e L 5 i A 148 19 6
ontagu No. 1 ...cccvinnen 18] S8 s |18 67471
Queen Extended............. 12 -7 % 28 65214 0
Western Extended ...... 4 12 .0 1% 29 0 6
Block 291 ........ e axad Rt A R 36 16 11
Curtin-Davis District...... 168 -2 4 ‘14 1405 14 6
Badenach’s Section .... 43 4 3 14 489 13 1
Braid’s Section.............. 145G 65 156 1
North Lyell Copper......... 125039 &0y -3 144 16 8
Central Curtin-Davis. ..... J L T e 87 8 3
A PDNIRL o 0 19 8 22 11 8 8
iy T T AT S T U S 986 19 5
Williams Bros. .............. 24 9 8 10 132 8 0
L R I 66 11 178 139 4 5
2 1] 11 I 2088 12 2 8 £17206 4 4
e e e ——

and from the Comstock, have obtained 234 tons of zine
blende, which has been exported for treatment elsewhere.
During the quarter one smelter has been running regularly. A
second was completed and tried, and will be used for treatment
of copper ores. 4960 tons of ore have been smelted, producing
830 tons of bullion, valued at £25,962, all of which has been
exported. There are about 200 men employed by the company,
and their fortnightly pay-roll is over £1000.

The leading mines are keeping up a steady output, and the
starting of smelting locally is beginning to be felt in the
encouragement given to mining on less known sections,

Portion of the machinery for the new pumping plant at the
W estern mine has arrived, and arrangements are being made for
its erection, }
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The Oonah main shaft has been carried down to 60 feet below
the No. 5 level, making a total depth now of 385 feet, and leaving
about 40 feet still to be driven before opening a new level.

Tributing is being carried on on several sections held by the
Silver King Company, with a fair amount of success. During
September 96 tons of ore were sold, realising £986. The forma-
tions are so promising that it is probable more extensive work-
ings will be undertaken to develop the property.

evelopmental work is being continued at the Western Ex-
tended. Surface trenching resulted in the discovery of a large
lode formation, on which four prospecting shafts were sunk, the
deepest being 41 feet. At this depth water came in, and opera-
tions ceased. Pumping will be resumed at the main shaft, and
this lode driven for from there. 250 tons of ore were raised and
put through the concentrating mill, yielding 21 tons of clean ore.

The tramline of the Colonel North Co. has been taken up and
relaid to 2-foot guage for a distance of 2} miles, and regraded
and ballasted. It is contemplated, ultimately, to carry the line
through to the Comstock district.

More attention is being paid to the mines in the Dundas dis-
trict. The Adelaide tramway is being continued on to the Great
South Comet mine, and as soon as it is completed ore will be
sent out, Some 200 tons are now ready for transport.

The South Comet and Royal Dundas mines have been taken
over and refloated. Mining on each section will be resumed at
once.

The usual supplies of ore have been raised from the Comet
mine and delivered to the Tasmanian Smelting Company.

A parcel of 40 tons of ore from the Fahl Ore mine is being
gent in to the Tasmanian Smelting Company for treatment.

NorTH-WESTERN DisTrRIcT.—The Magnet Company has
shipped 259 tons 19 cwt. 2 qrs. of silver-lead ore during the
quarter, employing 40 men.

MipprLesEx Prains.—There is very little work in progress,
except prospecting. The three mines are doing nothing worth
recording. The highly promising galena mine known as *“ Shep-
herd and Murphy's” is unable to proceed, pending the construc-
tion of a road to their inaccessible site.

COPPER.

Mouxt LyELL CompaNY's ReEpvcrron Works.—The
output of blister copper was 2610 tons, containing 2579 tons of
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copper, 211,937 oz. of silver, and 7587 oz of gold: gross value,
£249,133. A

At the Mount Lyell Mine work is going on highly satis-
factorily ; there are 460 men engaged in mining, about 1000 tons
of overburden are removed daily, and 1000 tons of ore sent to
the smelters.
. The extension of the railway line to Strahan is nearly com-
pleted, the steel bridge over the King River at Teepookana has
been successfully placed in position, and the rails laid from
Strahan to Teepookana.

In the course of a fortnight or three weeks trains will be
running between Strahan and Queenstown.

tons, cwts, qrs. lbs,

The ore smelted during the three calendar
months ending September, amounts to... 76,677 9 0 8
Purchased ore ..... B Pt e 7652 18 1 20

TOPAE isievinaimritnirrrasiaas LBEOBD, - % D

Number of men employed :—

AL TN, ikl T e hrvensapenainines & voliibveteavioe 460
At reduction - Wworkss. B dssiivitin . diviavatsinss 1600
AL PRIIWEY  ...oisascurinreirevany Fabsnw i cosde e ——_ 565

ODAL I\ irain svavamimniin 2625

Nortn MountT LyELL CoppEr CompaNy, LiMITED.—
The work of removing the overburden from off' the main ore-
body is being carried out by two benches, which will, when
completed, make the ore-body available by open cut down to 110
feet below its apex.

At No. 1 bench a large quantity of overburden has been
worked off the ore-body, now exposing a face of ore 50 feet high
and 70 feet across.

Ore broken from this face is being dumped for future treat-
ment.

Bench No. 1A.—On the same level as bench 1, but at the
opposite side of the hill, a heading is being driven to connect
with the ore-face at bench 1; this will be used as a pass in the
removal of overburden.

Underground working mainly consists of prospecting and
exploring work.

unnel No. 3 (85-feet level.—Stoping is being carried on.
A prospecting cross-cut to the west of the main ore body
has succeeded in locating a metalliferous chammel of highly
payable ore 80 feet in width, giving 5 per cent of copper
(average). This gives a considerable addition to the value of
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the mine, as much of what was at first thought to be valueless
overburden will now be payable rock. * At No. 1 tunnel (200
feet level) the ore-body has been about 3 parts surrounded,
showing uniform and high grade ore all the way ; a cross-cut to
test the value through the centre is now being commenced.

The dimensions of the ore-mass at this level are about 170 feet
in length by 80 feet in width, being a little larger than at the
level above.

At the No. 2 tunnel (320 feet level) the main ore-body was cut
in 835 feet of driving ; it has been driven into for 20 feet, and
shows to be good ore of even grade.

Much other prospecting work has been carried on from the
various levels, with satisfactory results.

During the last quarter 754 tons of high-grade ore have been
broken from No. 3 tunnel, and shipped to London, of an average
for copper of 23 per cent., silver, 8 ozs., and gold, 2 dwts.

Recently an arrangement has been made with the Mount
Lyell Mining Company to supply them with a few thousand tons
of ore, and the first consignments are now being delivered over
a Government road sadly in need of repair. To obviate this
difficulty, and shorten the carrying distance, a 2-ft. tramway is
being constructed from the mine to the Tharsis Gap.

LyeLL TaHaArsis.—At this mine work is steadily progressing,
and ore being carried along the ropeway to the Mount Lyell

. Smelters.

SourH Tuarsis MiNeE.—The concentrating plant will very
shortly be ready for work, and is, beyond a doubt, a very good
one, and will, I firmly believe, do much to further the successful
development of the properties containing only low-grade ore.

Besides the properties above mentioned, the Crown Lyell,
Mount Liyell Blocks, Mount Lyell Extended, and Mount Lyell
Consols, are steadily working.

At the South Mount Lyell mine the work has consisted mainly
in surface prospecting on the various sections with no appreciable
results, and the sinking of the main shaft situated on Section
172-91M with most satisfactory results—as a true ore-body has
been discovered at a depth of 524 feet.

The shaft is down 574 feet, being 50 feet in solid ore, the last
assay of which returned, in the bulk, 10°26 per cent. copper,
3 dwts. of gold, and 3 ozs. silver. This body of ore is considered
to be a branch of the Mount Lyell ore-body now being developed
in the No. 5 winze, as, from levels and observations taken at that
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company’s workings, the South Lyell shaft is at present
practically 100 feet below.

It is intended sinking to a depth of 600 feet, when the Com-
pany purpose to open out and endeavour to prove the extent and
value of the ore body.

This company richly deserve the success which at last seems
secure, especially as, by the extension of the North Mount Livell
line to within 300 yards of the mine, the ore ean be supplied to
};lhe North Mount Lyell Smelters, where it will be valuable as a

ux. ;

The properties about Darwin and Jukes are at present almost
dormant, awaiting the opening of the North Mount Lyell Rail-
way, which may reasonably be expected about March in the
ensuing year. Frassigesiunes

RosEBERY.—At the Mount Black Proprietary Mine pre-
parations have been made for erection of concentrating
machinery, some of which has arrived. The four parcels of ore
sent away for experimental treatment at different smelting works
averaged 16 dwt. of gold and 2 per cent. of copper per ton of
crude ore.

Rep Hinrs.—The Red Hills Mine is under option for
purchase to a syndicate, who have another three months still to
run. Prospecting is. being carried on, but the heavy flow of
water is a difficulty. A ‘small pump is being obtained to enable
the shaft to be drained, and exploration below ground to be con-
tinued. About 45 tons. first-class ore and 200 tons of seconds
have been broken out.

COAL.

There is a decrease of 964} tons of coal raised as compared
with the previous quarter.
The following list shows the quantity raised from the different
collieries, and the number of men employed at each :—
Quantity raised. No. of men

Tons. employed,

Mount Nicholas .......... ....... 4845 62
Corasmll.. 1ot 4904 61
e e SR SRR R 380 10
Mount Cygnet ................... 521 5
Dulvarton ........oeeiicininionees  fac 5
IVBRBOR . oooorsiieiisesisoisisiooiog 83 6
York Plains..........coocrveessonss 1293 2

i SISO . 10,8698 151

|
[

* Output small owing to deadwork,
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IRON ORE.

During the past quarter 926 tons of iron-ore were exported,
as compared with 460 tons during the previous quarter.

The average number of men employed in or about the mines
during the quarter was as follows: — -

Distriet. Europeans. Chinese, Total,
Northern and Southern......... 964 — 964
North-Western .......cciovsneens : 331 — 3381
North-Eastern .....eveevesiean 331 188 519
Eastern ..... TR P e 798 80 878
OVIBEEBENE .oovoonvvinnniisnannissvn 4000 -= 4000
;T T O 28 6687
Value of the mineral output per quarter per man employed,
£62 12s,
The dividends paid during the quarter were as follow :—
i3
From g(:j) Mines ...... 41,250
Tiesone -
Silver...

, © JOHN v'nur.,' :
GOVERNMENT PRINTRR, TASMANIA,



	Cover

