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PROGRESS OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY 
OF TASMANIA 

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 31sT DECEMBER, 1899 . 

• 
Hobart, 26t" January, 1900. 

THE following Table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the 
quantities and values of Metals and Minerals raised and exported 
during the Quarter ending 31st December, 1899, compared 
with the corresponding Quarter of 1898, and the previous quarter 
ending 30th September, 1899 :-

During tbe 
Quarter ending 
31 Dec., 1899. 

During the 
Quarter ending 
31 Dec., 1898. 

During the 
Quarter ending 
:m Sept., 1899. 

QuantilY Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 

Gold won . .... ................ OZ8. 16,938 
Auriferous Quartz: and 

£ 
59,092 

pyrites exported ......... toni 
Sliver Ore exported ........ , " 
Dlister Copper exported... " 
Copper Ore exported ",... " 
Iron Ore t'xported ......... " 
Coal raised. ........... .. ..... " 
SUver Bullion exported ... " 
Tin Ore exported............ " 
J~ead exported... ......... ... " 
Tin (metallic) exported ... tJ 

Gold and Silver Ore ex. 

1011 887 
2772 35,210 
2827~ 235,580 

20 200 
1619 1700 

11,899 96]9 
800t 32,684 
281 1851 
I 5 

1149 8<,586 

16,329 

. 139 
4238 
1404 

270 
580 

11,101 

507 

£ 
59,000 

1255 
53,661 

116,419 
5400 

• 586 
9000 

46,752 

£ 
12,509 47,2M 

182 1463 
3106i 42,508 
23601 ~08,9& 

129j 1246 
9211 841 

10,869 8695 
637t 19,087 

25 1750 
Ij 9 

62Bt 86,.74 

ported .... . .•............ ..." •.• ... ... ... 70 350 
W olfl'8m ore exported ...." 99 200 ... ... ... . .. 
Asbestoe exported .. ........" 200 363 ... ... ... .. . 
GoldConcenll'8tesexported " 8 80 ... ... ... .. . 
Oxid~ Mineral exported... " 6 6 ... ... ... .. . 
Zinc exported ................ ewle. ... ... ". ... 4 4 

TOT" J. VALUE ......... ~ 4.82,&00 \~£ 292,m -.-.. £ 418,616 

• 



2 ~lINERAL I NDUSTRY 

Tbere is an increase of £63,590 in the total value for the 
previous quarter, and an increase of £ 190,443 iu tbe total value, 
as compared witb tbe corresponding quarter in 1898. 

GOLD. 

Duri"g the past quarter 10,338 ounces of gold were obtained 
from quartz, 928 ounces from allu\'lal, and 4672 ounces by means 
of tbe cyanide and chlorination processes. Total, 15,938 ounces, 
valued at £59,692. 

Thc following- table shows the quantities ohtained from variou. 
sources on the different fields during the period under review, 
together with the totals for the corresponding quarter of 1898, 
and th e pr~vions quarter ending 30th September, 1899:-

Gold obtained during the Qual'ter 
Total ~ Totals for 

ending 31st Dt'cl'm lJer, 1899. corr'es· Quarter 

Cyanide &; 
pond ing ending 

Quart&. Alluvial. Cblorlllll.- TOT,H. Qua.rtcr, 30 Sept .• 
tlou. 1898. t899. 

--
0%8. OU. 02:8. OZ8. 018. 0 ... 

BetlCoJ)sfield ............... 4638 143 3544 8325 8020 7153 
Mathinna ......... ......... . . 4483\ 373 911 5767! 5648 4194 
Mount Victoria, Wtt.rren-

tinna, &C. .. ....... ...... 862t 96 ... 958! 489 391 
!.et'roy . ................ ..... 326 151 217 694 580 25 
Lisle and Golconda ....... ... 150 . " 150 160 677 
Ma.nganll. .......... .. ......... 
West Coost: Middlesex, \ 

20 ... ... 20 71 170 

&c. .. ..... .................. ... 15 ... 23 361 49 
---- - ---I---

TOTALB ............... 1O,8l!8 928 4672 15,988 . .. ... 
TOT A.LS forcorresponding 

Quu.rter,1808 ............ 11,917 644 2768 ... 15,329 .. . 
• 

TOT.&LB for Quarter end 
ing 80th Sept., 1899 ... 7899 440 4320 ... . .. 12,659 

BEACONSFIELD.-At the T.imauia Mine the 65-head battery 
was running continuously. During tbe past quarter 5585 ton. 
of quartz were crushed, yielding 4609 ozs. 17 t dwts. retorted 
gold, as against 5835 tons crusbed, yielding 3976 ozs. 13 d .... ta. 
for tbe previous quarter. In addition to tbis, 3.544 0 ... 7 dwt •. 
of smelted gold, worth £4 Is. per ounce, were obtained from tbe 
chlorination; total for tbe quarter, 8154 oz •. 4t dwta. Tbe 
total output from tbe mine up to tbe 30tb December, 1899, 

• 

• 



1 
j 

I 

OF TA;SMANl.A.. 3 

was 472,727 ozs. 10 dwts. from 400,345 tons crushed; value, 
£1,723,294, and the amount paid in dividends, £706,071 15s., 
inclnding £9000 paid during the past quarter. 

At the chlorine pl::mt the £0111' calcining furnaces and 30 vats 
are working well, giving good results. The capacity of the 
plant is about ISO tons per week, the cost of treatment being 
about lIs. 6d. per ton. The tailings from the leaching vats 
contain from 1 to 5 dwts. of gold to the ton, and are being saved 
for further treatment by cyanide. The weekly production of 
concentrates at the Tasmania battery is about 100 tons, so a bout 
SO tons per week of the accumulated tailings are being worked 
uf' The concentrates treated give an average of a.bout Ii ozs. 
a gold to the ton. The hydraulic pumping plant at the main 
shaft was completed some time since, but is not yet at work, the 
cisterns not being complete at the SIS-ft. level to allow the 
rams being placed in position, but are now in !t forward state for 
completion. 

At the main shaft the pumping engine has been shifted from 
the Lefrol. shaft and placed at this shaft, and has worked 
satisfactorIly in unwatering the shaft. The chamber at the 
600-ft. level is now being cut out for the Reidles pumps, which 
are expected to be on the claim by next month. .' 

The White Pinafore Company completed sinking the shaft to 
a further d.pth of SO feet, making a total of 200 feet, and are 
now driving on the lode. 

Apart from the celehrated mine, the Tasmania, which still 
maintains its position as the principal factor of the gold produc­
tion of the Colony, there are but three undertakings requiring 
notice at Beaconsfied as gold mines. Two of these, a Victorian 
company and a local one, are actively engaged in searching for 
the continuation of the C'elebrated T~smania reef to the west of 
that company's ground; and one, known as the "North Tas­
mania," is in active operation, though hitherto, with fluctuating 
prospects of success. Eighteen men are employed on this 
mine. The long-existing Ballarat "deep lead I enterprise, on 
the claims of which the original holders expended many 
tbousands of pounds, is still suspended, having been for more 
than twelve months the subject of repeated litigation. 1 t has 
now reverted to the original holders, and there is sume ground 
for hope that the question of deep alluvial (payable) lead at 
Beaconsfield will he satisfactorily decided. 

Active work has recently been commenced by the Australian 
Asbestos Company. The work is at present carried on by an 
open cutting into the formation, about 30 feet in width by 30 feet 
high, and has, up to tbe present, been carried forward about 70 feet. 
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Two hundred tons of the compounll. mineral, the utilisation of 
which is at present contemplated, has been sent to Melbourne. 

LEFROY.-With regard to the Lefroy field, its future pros­
pects are still centred in the proceedings of the New Pinafore 
Mine, in which it is intended to resume sinking from the 1300 
feet attained when sinking operations were discontinued last year, 
which they will be enabled to do by taking advantage of "The 
Deep Sinking Encouragement Act" recently passed by Par­
lia.ment. 

The Volunteer Mine will probably avail itself of the same aid. 
Of the remaining five mines in work at Lefroy but two, at 

present indicate much prospect of sllccess. One of these, known 
as the "New Monarch," has yielded 276 ozs. of gold from 222 
tons of stone treated; the other, very recently discovered, has 
given 50 OZ8. of gold from 65 tons of stone. Each of these minee 
employs 20 men. 

LISLE.-The old worked-out alluvial goldfield of Lisle con­
tinues to occupy some 40 diggers on ~xtended c!..ims of an acre . 

. GOLCONDA, DENISON, &c.-Some six or seven pros'Pectors 
are engaged, and a few promi~jng results have been met wItl), for 
the development of which the holders are now engaged in efrorts 
to obtain capital. 

MOUNT VlCTORIA.-Steady and satisfactory progress con­
tinues, and the returns from crushings are considered very 
remunerative. 

The Ringarooma Gold Mining Company has crushed 704 
tons of quartz for 669 ozs. @£ gold, and the Central Ringarooma 
Gold Mining Company has crushed 210 tons for 1930zs. 5 dwts. 
~~ . 
. The new electrical plant at the Hingarooma Company's mine 
IS not yet completed. 

Mr. F. W. Krushka has pow 450Z8. of alluvi&l gold on hi, 
freehold property at New River, four men being employed, and 
Messrs. Sowell & Co., at Mount Victoria, 26 ozs. of alluvial gold, 
two men being employed. On the whole, the prospects of this 
goldfield continue very satisfactory, and are looked upon as of a 
perma.nent character. 

W ARRENTINNA.-There are only four men employed. Ko 
quartz has been crushed. It is much to be regretted that this 
field does not receive more attention from capitalists, as it has 
given; heretofore, satisfactory returns from cruehings. 
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WEST COAST.-At Woody Hill Me,srs. Murray Bros. are 
still at work, and have lately tried a small crushing of eight tons, 
which yielded about 15 dwt •. per ton. They are considerably 
handicapped for want of steam-power. If they could get assis­
tance there is little doubt they could soon reap some relurn for 
the labour and time they have already expended. 

TIN. 

The total quantity of tin ore obtained during the quarter was 
939i tons, being a decrease of 55t tons on the previous quarter. 

WARATAH.-The output from the Mount Bischoff Mine was 
500 toils, 224 men being employed. Three dividends of 15s. each 
were paid dming the quarter, amounting to £27,000. The total 
amount paid in dividends by this company is £1,621,000, and the 
total quantity of tin ore obtained since the formation of the com­
pany, 56,395 tons 9 cwts. 3 qrs. l5lbs. 

The following particulars, taken from the last half-yearly 
Heport, show the cost of treating a ton of stanniferous materiar 
during the six months ending 31st December, 1899:-

Mining. including new works, maintenance, a.nd other 
.. d • 

2 4 
0 41 
0 91 
0 1 
0 3 
0 5t 
0 It 
0 21 
0 Ot 
0 41 
0 4t 

expenses ........................................................... . 
Hauling, filling, and emptying trucks .: ...................... . 
Crushing, dressing, and maintenance of plant .............. . 
Slime sheds ................................................. .. ....... . 
Ring.tail sheds .............. " ...................................... . 
Management and supervision ................................... . 
Plant, inclurling all machinery ............................. .. .. . 
Development and progressive work ........ .................. .. 

~~~d~:s~i.~~.::::::: .......... ~"":.'.'''''.':''''.'::.''':::'''':'':::'::::::::: ::::::::: 
Stores .................................................................. . 

Total .... ................................................ .. 5 4M --
The Waratah Alluvial Company obtained 2 tons 9 cwts. of 

tin ore, two men being employed; the Phrenix Company, 4 tons 
II cwts., employing three men; and the Whyte River Company, 
2 tons 17 cwts., employing four men. 

NORTH-EASTE HN DISTRICT.-Durin~ the quarter satis­
factory progress has been made. The Brtseis Company's claim 
has yielded 50 tons of tin ore, 20 men being employed. The 
Krushka Brothers' Mine has produced 50 tons also, which shows 
an increase of 24 tons over the previous quarter. 
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The New Brothers' Home No. 1 Mine has yielded 4 tons 2 
cwts., showing a. decrease of 8 tons 7 cwts. as compared with the 
previous quarter. Mining operations ha.ve temporarily ceased 
upon this claim, pending the waterworks for a large water supply 
from the upper part of the Ringarooma River being constructed, 
so that the mine can be worked in the future on a more exten­
sive scale. 

The Brothers' Home Extended Mine-worked on tribute-has 
won 15 tons 12 cwts. of tin ore, 9 men being. employed. 

The Arha Tin Mining Company has not raised any tin during 
the past quarter, mining operations being confined to stril?ping 
overburden, continuation of drainage tunnel, and also tailings 
easement. 

A considerable number of small mining claims, princip~lly in 
in the locality of Mount Cameron, have been obbged to cease 
mining operations owing to shortage of water; but this state of 
things is usual at this time of year. 

The purchase of the Briseis Tin Mine by a new company 
with a large capital will infuse new life and enterprise into the 
miDing indu8try in this district. 

The dredgin~ plant of the Taimanian Tin Dredging Company 
has not worked luccesafully. The dredge, after considerable 
trouble, was placed in position at a point in the river below the 
outlet of the Briseis tail-race where dredging commenced, but 
it was found that the machinery proved defective, and so 
injured by friction of gravel, that renewals have to be provided. 

The Ringarooma Tin Dredging Company's dredge at South 
Mount Cameron is now nearly completed, and will, in a very 
short time, start operations on the company's claim. 

The pro.pecting operations carried out by Mr. T. A. Alian 
on the Pioneer Tin Mining Company's sections at Bradshaw's 
Creek have, I understand, proved very satisfactory, and, with 
the introduction of additional capital, active measures will be 
immediately taken to provide an adequate ' supply of water to 
mine the claim on a.n extensive scale by the comltruction of a 
high-level watercourse from the Frome and Weld Rivers. 

EASTERN D,STRlcT.- The total quantity of tin ore obtained 
during the quarter was 154t tons, being a decrease of 18 ton s 
on the previous qua.rter, owing to the sca.rcity of water. Of 
this quantity, ,40 tons 16 cwts. were obtained from Ben Lomond 
and Rex Hill, 78 tons 3 CWLS. from Blue Tier and Lottah, 16t 
tons from Weldborough, 17t tons St .• Helen's and Scamander, 
and the balance from St. Paul's and Brookstead. 

, 
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WEST COAST.-Tin-mining shows some slight signs of 
improvement. During the quarter about 4 tons were sent away 
from the vicinity of Heemskirk. Latterly the number of men 
employed there has increased to about 40. The New West 
Cumberland Mine has been taken over by a strong syndicate. 
The machinery 18 receiving a thorough overhaul, and it is 
expected that very soon regnlar shipments of tin ore will be 
produced. 

SILVER. 

WEST COA8'£.-The quantity of silver-lead ore sent away 
during the quarter from the Zeehan railway station for export 
from Strahan was 2189 tons, value, approximately, £43,298, as 
compared with 2908t tons, value, approximately, £51,779 for the 
previous quarter. 

The deficiency is principally attributable to the Silver Queen 
mine closing most of the workings, and the Western confining a 
great deal of attention to the erection of lIew machinery. These 
figures do not include quantities sent to the Tasmanian Smelting 
Company, particulars of which have not been received. 

The principal contributing min.es are :_ 

Silver King ................. . 
Montana .............. , ..... . 
Western ........ : ........... . 
Zeehan (Tas.) .........•...•• 
Danah ....................... . 
Silvpr Queen ............... . 
Smith's Section ........... . 

Tons. 
1571 
790 
634 
564 
375 
360 
402 

£. 
17,315 
16,095 
1l,524 
11,169 

5589 
3400 
2416 

The foundations of the new pumping engine at the Western 
mine are now being put down, and a ne,v engine-shed i.~ being 
erected. The shaft, now down 635 feet, will be continued as 
soon as the new plant is ready down to a depth of 1000 feet. 
Up to the present this company has paid £102,000 in dividends, 

I neluded in the ore returns from the Oonah are 35t tons of 
stannite, value £6:13. During the quarter this company pro­
duced 170 tons of firsts, and put throug'h the concentrating mill 
2139 tons of seconds for a product of 170 tons of marketable 
ore, value, £2107. 

The main shaft has been sunk to a depth of 425 feet, and a 
crosscut then put in for 25 feet. It is expected that in another 
86 feet (about six week.' work) the lode will be cut. 

Work in the lower levels of the Silver Queen wa. stopped la.t 
month, and nearly all the men were discharged. It i., however, 
anticipated that the Company will resume operations again soon. 
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Tb,e tributors on the Silver King have been very successful. 
Since the lode was discovered on the south section, in September 
last, they have raised over 1600 tons of ore, for which they have 
received a net value of about £ l8,000. 

The Colonel North Company has begun work on what used 
to be the Grubb's Mine. The shaft is now being un watered, 
and the concentrating plant will be overhauled and put in 
working order at once . 

. Work has been resumed at the SJ h'ester Mine,-the ore 
being sent to the Tasmanian Smelting Company 

NORTH WESTERN D,STRICT.-The Magnet Company has 
shipped 295 tons 16 cwts. 3 ql·S. of silver-lead ore dnring the 
quarter, employing 38 men. 

MIDDLESEX BELL MOUNT, &c.-There is nothing to report 
at present. When the road is constructed, which will give 
access to the inaccessible countl"y in which the Shepherd and 
Murphy, and other claims are situated, Stich mines will, without 
donbt, be enabled to proceed more efficiently. 

COPPER. 

MOUNT LYELL COMPANY'S REDUCTION WORKs.-The 
output of blister copper was 2402 tons, containing 2374 tons 
of copper, 194,253 ozs. of silver, and 7i330zs. of gold,-gross 
value, £230,008. 

At the smelting works of the Mount Lyell Mining and Rail­
way Company, the converters have been extended to cope 
with the increased output. A plant has been erected for the 
purpose of turning the flue-dust into matte. The rope-ways are 
continuing to work satisfactorily. The mine is still being tested 
at a depth by means of a winze, and it appears that the deposit 
is richer below the present drives. 

The South Mount Lyell has sank a shaft to 600 feet, and 
it is now intended to test the size of the ore-body. The 
existence of the ore-body at this depth must materially enhance 
the value of the Mount Lyell ;\fine; the ore is similar in every 
respect. The Mount Lyell Company opened their R~ilway 
for general traffic from Strahan to Queenstown on the 1st of 
November last. 

The Lyell Tharsis Company continues to deliver its ore to 
the Lyell Company's Smelters by an aerial ropeway, about 100 
tons a day. This mine is worked on the open b.nch system. 
An air-compressing plant has been erected, capable of driving 
four rock-drills. 
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The North Mount Lyell Mine is sending out about 60 tons of ore 
daily to the Mount Lyell Smelters. The company is also con­
structing a 2-ft. tramway to the top of the haulage line. The 
Railway from Kelly's Basin is completed for about ten miles, 
and the remainder of the line is so far advanced that there i. 
every prospect of the engine running through to Gormanston in 
three or four months time. 

The Mount Lyell Blocks is continuing prospecting with 
encouraging results, and this mine will no doubt soon be in a 
position to send or~ to the Mou.nt L~ell smelters. . 

The ijouth Tharsls concentratmgmlll has been comeleted and has 
started work in a very satisfactory manner. This mIll will greatly 
benefit the Duke Lyell, Lyell Reserve, Glen Lyell, Prince Lyell, 
Sonth Tharsis, North Lyell Consolidated, and the Western 
Tharsis. Work is also being done on the Crown Lyell, Mount 
Lyell Comstock, MOllnt Lyell Consols, Mount Lyell Extended, 
South Lyell, West Mount Lyell, and Great Southern Lyell. 

The year 1899 closed satisfactorily for the mining industry at 
Mouut Lyell and neighbourhood, and during the past year the 
progress towards development is to he seen iII a marked degree. 
At Mount Jukes and Mount Darwin progress is checked through 
want of roads and the railway, and there is nothing of any con­
sequence to report upon during the past quarter. 

RosEBERy.- The Mount Reid Company i. sending in the 
usual supplies to the TasIDanian Smelting Co. Up to the end of 
December 2160 tons of ore had been sent from the mine, of which 
2040 went to the smelters, and 120 tons were sent for treatment 
to foreign smelting works. 

COAL. 

There is an increase of 924! tons of coal raised, as compared 
with the previous quarter. 

The following list shows the quantity raised from the different 
collierie., and the number of men employed at each :­

Mount Nicholas ................ . 
Cornwa.ll .... . .. . ... . .. .. ..... . ... . 
Mount Cygnet •.. .. ...........•.. 
Dulverton .. . .... . .•............ . .. 
Ivanhoe .. .. .................. .. .. . . 
York Plains .... ... .. .............. . 

T OTAL ... . ..... . •...• 

Quantity ni8ed. 
Toni. 

No. of men 
employed. 

6500 
"21 

468 
105 
No Return!. 

105 

11,899 

61 
53 

5 
5 

2 

126 
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IRON ORE . 

. DJlring the past'Luarter. 1619 tons of iron ore were exported, 
as cpmpared with 9~6 tons during the previous quarter. 

The average numher of men employed in or about the mines 
dtiring the quarter was as follows:-

District. European!. Chinese. Total. 

Northern and Southern ......... 930 930 
N orth-Western .................. 328 328 
N orth.Eutern ................... 386 169 555 
Ett.stern ............................ 742 80 822 
Western ........................... 4200 .200 

Tott.I. .................... 6688 2.9 6835 - - -
Value of the mineral output per quarter per man employed, 

£70 12 •. 2td. 

The dividends paid during the quarter were as follow ,-­
£ •. d. 

65,000 0 0 
18,600 0 0 

From Cop:rr l\fines ........... . 
Gol ........................ . 
Tin .......................... . 35,000 0 0 
Silver ...................... .. 8266 4 0 

Total............... £116,866 • 0 

lORN VA.IL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTBR, TAUU.lU4.. 
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