
THE PROGRESS OF 

THE MINERAL INDUSTRY 
OF 

TASMANIA, 

FOR THE QUAIlTEIl ENDING 31sT DECE'IBEIt, 1903. 

COMPILED BY 

W. H. TWELVETREES, ESQ., 
GOVBRNKBNT GEOLOGI8T. 

I BY ORDER OF r 
THE HONOURABLE CARJ\IlCHAEL LYNE, 

j MINISTBR 01' MINRI. 

Q!a •••• ia: 

JOHN VAIL, GQVBRNi\[BNT PRlNTER. HOBART 

1 9 0 4. 



• 

PROGRESS OF THE 

MINERAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA. 
FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 31sT DECEMBER, 1903. 

Launceston, 
10th March, 1904. 

THE following Table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the quantities 
and values of Metals and Mineral9 raised and exported during the 
quarter ending the 31st December, 1903, compared with the 
corresponding quarter in 1902, and the previous quarter ending 30th 
September, 1903: -

I During th e During the During tbe 
Quarter ending Qnarter ending Quarter ending 

8lBt Decr., 1903. 31st Deer., 1902. :lOth Sept., 1903. 

Quantity. Value. Q;.n"'Y'1 va; •. QUO.'''Y'I V.l.~ 
• £ • £ 

Gold won ... ................... ozs. 16,090'~ 68,349 17,600''''1 74 .756 

""'1·'· AUl'ifCl'OWl Quartz and ' , 
Pyrites exported " ....... . tons 69 1096 67 1111 262i 8314 

Gold Quartz exported . ...•. 
" 

... 42 62 ... . .. 
SUver Ore (lxpolted .......... 

" 
38bOt 41,412 6307 59,92.5 3319,\, 35,868 

Silver·lelld Bulli(lD eXJlorted 
" 

18951 58,130 1364 47,7:29 1302 46,731 
Sil vel' exported....... . . ...... OQ. ... ... .. 4 . .. 
Galena Ore exported .... .. tons ... . .. ... ... 3:J4f 4643 
Zinc Ore exported ....... .... 

" 
1070 3284 ... ... 84 ~52 

Blietel' Copper exported .... 
" 

1564 9-2,5801 1102 82,071 t 19541 146,610t 
Coppel' Matte exported .... 

" 
... .. . 2176 43,612 ... ... 

Copper t!xported 
" 

1601 11,288 20:a 
JO,OO6 ... ... 

Copper Ore exported ....... 
" 

... ... 21 6t 17 
Copper Concentrates ex-

ported ........................ 
" 

. .. . .. 161 330 ... ... 
Tin Ore exported ............. 

" 
98t 2704 611 2601 86 2364 

Tin (metallic) exported .... 
" 

668 78';12 Gl7 71,443 6941 75,769 
Iron Ore exported 

" 26b6t 1591 3M 3M 972 1104 
Ironstone Flux exported ... 

" 
.. ... ... ... 50 100 

Coal raised ... .. ...... ..... .... 
" 

9088 7726 12,076 lH,2fU. 14,873 13,014 
Kaolin Ore ..... . . ..... ........ . 

" 41 1. ... ... . .. . .. 
------ ------------

TOTAL VALUE .......... ... £ 366,751 ... £ 404,950 ... £ 400,489 

• Finegold, Inoluding gold contained in blister copper and silver-load bullion. 
t Value of gold content.R deducted. 

A9182 



2 ~lINERAL IND USTltY 

GOLD. 

During the past quarter 8189~~ ozs. of gold were obtained 
from quartz, 341 008. from alluvial, 1623 OZS. by means at the 
cyanide and chlorination processes, 4777 ozs. from blister copper 
from the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company. Limited, 
l062~ a ozs. from the silver-lead bullion from the Tasmanian 
Smelting Company's Works, Zeehan, and 980 ozs. from the sulphide 
ores from Mount Read, valued at £68,349. 

The following Table shows the quantities obtained from the 
various sources on t.be different fields during the period under re­
view, togeth er with the totals for the corresponding period of 1902, 
and the prevIOus quarter ending 30th September, 1903: -

- Totals 
Gold obtained during the Quarter ending 31st Dec., 1003. f.r 

- Totall!l Quarter 

s~ 3 -0. s .. ..; el ci • corres- ending 
.0 . e:s ~ ponding 30th 

f; > :s....:§ f~~ f!I~ TOTAL. 

"'& ~ ~;; :; r..iiS8 ~ ~::l £~o Quarter, Sept., 

" 00 ~= ~ 1902. 1903. 
------ -- .-.- - --

OU. OZ8. OZS. 0". 0". .U. OZI!! . 0,.. 0". 

Beuconsfield 38< ,0 6 B92 .. , ... ... 469B 0862 4371 

Mathinna ... 8981 611 4542 40911 404 " ... ... ... .. . 
M t. Victoria I 9B 9B 825 54 
Wtt.rrentinna \ 

... ... ... .. . .. . 
LefToy ...... 312 ... 120 .. , ... ... 432 822~ 81B 

Lisle ......... I 21B 21B 22B 18B 
Golconda ... 

... ... ... ... .. . 
Mlln~na ... 4818 ... ... ... ... .. . 48jj 6H 
Bell ount. ... 8 ... ... ... ... 8 .., H 

.., 
Middlesex ... ... ... .., ... ... . .. .. , 
West Coast. 115 4777 106211 980 6984la 6800 7663 

1062111980 --------
TOTALS 818911 347 1623 4i77 16,979jA 

Total. cor-
responding 
Quarter, 
1902 ......... 9174,0. 249/, 2412 4954 485 1861 ... 18,635* .. . 

Total!' for 
Quarter 
endin~ 
80th 8ept, 
1903 ......... 6884 328 19'20 5S03 880 1187 ... ... 16, 602 

Va.lue £68,349 j equa.l to 16)090'725 OZS. fine gold. 

BEACONSFIELD.-The district gave employment to 394 men during 
the qua.rter, 26 of whom were prospectors and tributors. . 

The Tasmania. Mine is now being' worked by the TasmanIa. Gold 
Mining Company, Limited, and a new Cornish pumping plant is 
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OF TASMANIA. 

being obtained for installation. Hart'e shaft is ill process of enlarge­
ment, for receiving the first unit of pumps, and a new shaft is to 
be sunk shortly to receive two more units. 

During the quarter 4706 tons of qua.rtz were crushed, and 4615 
ozs. gold produced (by amalgamation and cblorination), being a total 
since tbe starting of tbe mine of 507,661 tons crusbed, and 579,694 
0 ... 8 dwts. 17 grs. gold obtained, reali.ing £2,127,962 4s. 

Tatman-Ophir Mine.--Some experiments have been made in treat­
ing the w&8h from different parts of the mine. Parcels are to be 
sent to the Ballarat Scbool of Mines from tb. 400 and 200-ft. levels. 
Twelve loads of wash from the 90-ft. shaft were sluiced at the mine 
for 1 oz. of gold, but there was 80me difficulty in getting full values 
from tbe wasb at tb. 400-ft., wbere it is .tated to b. fully 30 feet 
thick. Work there has been suspended until the tests which ha.ve 
been decided upon shall have disclosed the actual value of the wash ; 
but the wash at the 200-ft. level .is being operated upon, &8 there is, 
accordipg to tlJ.e reports, reason to suppose that its treatment will 
produce satisfadpry results. Fifteen men have been employed a.t 
the mine. 

North Tasmania Min.t!.-Six tributors here raised 12 tons of 
quartz, which returned 77 ozs. gold. 

Bonanza Proprit:tary.-The shaft has been sunk to 391 feet. An 
ore chann.l was cut througb by tbe shaft between 265 feet and 290 
feet, wben it paased out, underlying south. Some good gold asaay. 
were obtained from this. Shaf~sinking is continuing. 

LEFROy.--Sixty-one men were employed in this field, 40 of whom 
were at the New Pinafore. This company produced 432 ozs. gold. 
Cross-cutting has started for the Hit or Miss lode. 

L!sLE.-Twenty-four hand. were employed by tbe Dredging Com­
pany, and 218 ozs. gold won . 

MOUNT VICTORIA.-Five claiIDB are being mined. The Hinemoa 
is drivin~ upon a reef with stone reported to be gold-bearing. 

MATHINNA.-The statistics of output from this field for tbequarter 
are--

Crullbed. Gold produced. Men. 
0". 

New Golden G.te ........ . 4666 tons quartz 2700 I 180 ,," " ......... 8866 
" 

sand 611 
Volunteer Consolid.ted .. . 366 

" 
quartz 420 4() 

New Golden King ......... 1000 
" " 

400 20 
Volunteer ................... 9:.'0 

" " 
1I05 00 

Dan's Claims ............... 00 .. " 
00 6 

Revenue ..................... not known 6 4 

To .. !. ........ 4M2 800 .... .... 
In addition, 79 men found employment with other companies, or in 
proopecting. . 
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New Golden Gate.-The stopes .how large quantitiea of payable 
stone, and the prospects of the mine are excellent. The Bucoeaive 
slidea which have been discloaed BOuth of the main slide connect 
moot. of gold-hearing stone; alld the company con.idera that profit­
able working is assured for 8. considerable time. Messrs. Siemens 
Bros. and Co., Limited, are about to deliver and instal an electric 
pumping-plant, which is on its way out. 

Volunteer Con.olidated.-The eaatern leg of the lode has been 
driven upon south-west; for the first 30 feet it was payable, indeed, 
some exceedingly rich atone was met with, but from that to the 
present face the reef has not been payable. It, has not been driven 
upon north-east. No.2 lode in the face shows pa.ya.ble stone, and a 
main winze is being sunk upon it; and No. 3 is also reported 8S 

sbowing pa.yable gold. 

Volunteer.-Thilf mine, to the end of December, put out 6630 
toos of quartz, which yielded 2059 ozs. of gold, being an a.verage of 
6 dwta. 5 gr.. per ton. This re.li.ed £7341 12s. 8d. The past half­
year .howed a yield of 6 dwta. 2 gr,., .. compared with 5 dwta. 23* 
grs. the previous six months; the aooounte disclosed a. ]088 of £1627 
7s. The Directors' report states that two causes are responsible for 
this, viz., unexpected water from the northern ground, with which 
the appliances could not cope, and & slide hea.ving the lode to the 
north-west. It is intended. to sink the main shaft a. further depth 
of 160 feet, and to instal the necessary pumping-plant for this pur­
pose. The reef in the bottom of the shaft helow the No. 4 level 
is Mid to be strong, and it is anticipated that it will improve with 
depth. 

Volunteer ComoWlated Extended.-Sixteen men were employed. 
Thi. property i. _t.of and adjoining the Volunteer ConsolidaW. 
A main shaft has been sunk 115 feet, and three lodes cut, two of 
-which are reported payable, and the third undefined where cut. A 
crushing will be got out, which will prove the value of the stone. 
No.1 lode i. considered to rep..-nt Nos. 3 and 4 of the Consolidated, 
junctioned; and No.2, a continuation of the Consolidated No.2. 
The ahafta on the two properti .. are, .. pproxima.tely, 1000 feet apart. 

Stevem and Party have made what a.ppean to be a valuable dis­
covery on the old Pride of Mathinna ground, south of and adjoining 
the New Golden Gate. Auriferous 8tone, about a foot wide, haa 
been found, aDd is being sunk upon. 

New Golden King.-The crushing during tbe l&at quarter yielded 
S dwts. per ton, making the avea-age for the half-year 9 dwts, which, 
()wing to the erratic beha.viour of the lode and extreme hardne98 of 
the country, does not cover 6Xpeatle&. The ooat of sinking the main 
shaft· (continuing the present shaft or .inking a new one) ha. in­
ftuenced the company in deciding to continu. exploring to the weat, 
·extending the adit to the weateru boundary. 

• 
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Tasmanian Cunsuls.-The shaft has been sunk to 1300 feet, a.nd 
gold is now being carried at both the 1200-ft. and 1300-ft. 
levels. Stone at the latter leve-I, valued at 25 dwts. gold per ton, 
has been struck since the end of the quarter-a.nother triumph of 
deep mining in Tasmania. 

More activity prevails now on the Mathinna field than for a long 
time past. 

MANGANA, &c.-The quarter's statistics are:-

Quartz cruBhed. Gold obtained. Men emp~oyed. 

ton. OZB. dwts. No. 

Golden Entrance ...... n 38 13 7 

Soverei~n Extended . . 9 2 3 4 

A bbotsford Creek ..... 1500 B 0 50 

Elsewhere ............. 4-

----
Total .......... _ .. _ .. _. 1550 48 16 65 ...... -

Owing to the disappointing results from the crushing at Abbote­
ford Creek, the compa.ny relinquished work, but others are extending 
the bottom level, to see whether better stone can be met with. 

WEST COAST.-At the Coronation Mine during the quarter a 
shaft was sunk 42 feet, when the lode was cut, and driven upon for 
104 feet. The lode proved to be continuous, wit)::lOut a break, carry· 
ing from a fair to highly payable quantity of gold. A trial crushing 
of about 80 tons was put through the three-hoad battery, and gave 
a return of 12 ozs. smelted gold. During the last week of the 
quarter a battery of 5·head of 800·lb. stamps has been obtained, and 
will be conveyed to the miRe as soon as practicable. It is intended 
to drive this battery by water·power, a Pelton wheel being provided 
for that purpose. An 8·inch Cornish lift will also be put in position 
during the next quarter, the motive .power for which will be supplied 
by a turbine. Men employt:.'{}, 10. Progress has been slow in conse· 
quence of the difficulty of transporting the necessary maChinery to 
the mine. The c.hief difficulty is the want of a bridge over the 
King Billy Creek. 

At Mt. Danvin there have been about 16 alluvial miners getting 
gold. The yield is stated to b. fairly satisfactory. 

At Flannigan'S Flat about 10 men were employed in alluvial 
mining. 

The alluvial gold bought by the local banks during the quarter 
was 103 ozs. 
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TIN. 

The output of tin ore at V.l aratah during the quarter was a.a fol­
lows:-

Mount Bh:lchoff ................. .... ..••..... 
Stanhope AlluvilLl ...... ....... .....•. _ , ..... 
"l\"aratah Alluvial. .................. •....... 
WomlJat .... ........ .................•........• 

Tot",l ......•.....•..... , .....•..... 

To ... 

318 
2t 
21 

323 
= 

Meu emll\oyed. 

211 
3 
3 
6 

229 
= 

The Mt. Bischoff has ma~ntained its output with the regularity 
characteristic of the management of this mine, the per cent. of ore 
averaging, as usual, ahout Ii. 

EAST AND NORTH·EAST COAsT.- In the Ringarooma Dit'l'.sion 18 
leases and 17 Miners' claims have been worked, and the yields ha.ve 
proved fairly good. The Mammoth Company, adjoining the Star of 
Peace, is erecting a. battery. The Star of Peace crushed 1253 tons, 
which yielded 18 tons tin ore. 

In the Branxholm Dish·itt the output of the Arba Tin Mine was 
19! tons for the quarter, with .36 men employed. Ah Poy's claim, 
worked by 16 Chinese miners, yidded. 3 tons tin ore. 

Th e Briseis MinI' , at Derby, produced 107 tons 16 cwts. ore, with 
170 miners. 

MOORINA DISTRlcT.- The output here was as under: -

Native YouLb ........... . 
Moorina Tin Mine ..... . 
Weld,Mine .............. . 

Total ............ .. .. . . 

TOlll~ ore. 

lit 
71 
51 

24t 

MeD employed. 

8 
6 

II 

25 

Pioneer Tin Mine.- The quarter's output was 108 tons tin ore, 
with 58 men employed. Mr. C. Ryan, the manager, reports that 
during 1903 305,200 cubic yards of wash were pumped and sluiced 
for a yield of 402 tons 3 cwta. 3 ql1l. , 19 Ibs, of stream·tin, assaying 
74 per cent. metal, and four dividends amounting to £20,075 were 
paid. The width of lead worked was about 10 chains, while just 
ahead of the leading face the width of ground to be worked i. 17 
chains. The ground is worked in two benches, the upper bench 
being sluiced direct to the large pumping-plant, while the lower 

J 
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bench is raised to the suction level of the large plant by a smaller 
pumping-plant working in the bottom, the continued vertical lift 
01 both plants being 125 feet, of which the large plant is Jifting 
80 feet and pumping about 6000 gallons of water and 1 cubic yard 
of sand per minute. It discharges into an elevated tail-race 22 feet 
high, 600 feet long, and 10 feet wide, with a grade of 22 inches to 
the chain, in which the tin is saved. The present tailings dump is 
now filling up, and to avoid increasing the lift for the pumps, to 
secure more room for tailings, and in order that the pumping-plants 
may be kept close to their work, the tailings will shortly be dis· 
charged into the worked·out ground behind the plant. To enable 
this to be done, another large pumping-plant, similar to the present 
one, is in course of erection on the mine; when finished, this will 
be the most economical and complete of its kind in the State, and 
will enable much more drift to be sluiced than at present. This 
plant will probably come into operation about June. In addition, 
a large da.m is being constructed on Bradshaw's Creek, about I! mile 
a.bove the mine. When the new plant is completed, the total horse­
power of the pumping-engines will be 900 h.p.-two units of 400 h.p. 
each and one of 100 b.p. 

The prospects of ·the mine are considered excellent. 

At lVyniford River.-The Garibaldi Company raised 8 tons 12 
cwts., with 14 men employed. Sun Tan Kee won 5 kms with 23 
Chineee miners, and Yon Hun 41 tons with 13 Chinese. 

At Gladstone.-The Scdtia claim yielded 19 tons with 10 miners, 
and the Ruby claim, at South Mount Cameron, 7 tons 9 cwta. with 
19 men. 

At Boobyalla, or Mt. Horror, the Wilberforce Company ra.ised 3 
tons 1 cwt., with 4 miners. 

Besides the above, 73 tons ore were raised by sundry individuals 
and small partiee in the North·East Division. 

EASTERN DIVISION. 

WELDBOROUGH.-The output has been as under:-

Welrlborough Tin_mining Company ..... . 
Weld brook " " .... .. 
R. B. Inglis ..... ............................... . 
Chinese claims ............................... . 
Other clu.ims ................................... . 

Total ............... ····•·········· 

TonI,. cwts. 

1 9 
1 15 
3 3 
9 8 

17 0 

32 15 

Men employed. 

6 
6 
6 

52 
37 

107 



8 MINE HAL INDUSTRY 

LOTTAH.-The Lottah an,d Blue Tier mines during the quarter 
have raised as follows:-

Anchor Mine ................................. . 
Lihra.tor and Cambria ...................... . 
Australian ...•.••......•....•••......•.....••••.. 
Other claims ......••.•..•..•..•.•.........•.••• 

Total ........................ . .... . 

Tons. cwt8. 
64 7 
0 17 
0 10 
4 2 

69 16 
= 

ST. HELENs.-The quarter's raisings were:-

TOIlll. cwte. 

Royal Ruby ................................. . 
Thureau's Deep Lead .. ...... ...... ..... .. 
Hunt Tin Mine ............................. . 

5 8 
3 12 
2 1 

J. E. Stevens (Constable's Creek) ..... . 
Other claims ............ ...•.•... .....• ...... 

1 1 
7 4 

Total ...................•.. . .... 19 6 

AVOCA.- These mines have produced:-

Tons. 
0_ 

Mount Rex Mine ...... ............. .......... . 41 10 
South Esk .................................... . 10 4 
Eclipse ....... ............................ .. ... . 1 14 
Prospect0r:.s ..... ........ ..... ........ ...... , .. . 

Total ................ ............. . 53 8 ---

Men employed. 

112 
4 
6 

21 

143 
= 

Men employed. 

14 
4 
5 
3 

37 

63 

],fen employed 

50 
12 

3 
5 

70 .-
WEs'r COAsT.-The registered output of tin ore on the West Coast 

was:-
Tons. 

Tasman Tin Mine, North Heemskirk............ 2 
Birthday Tin Mine, H eemskirk ...... ........... 7 
Mayne's Tin Mine, Heemskirk .................. 20 

!olen employed. 

2 
7 

15 

2U 24 

Mr. \V. Fisher reports that 2 men have been continuously pro­
specting at the Tasman Tin Mine, with the above results. A haulage 
is shortly to be installed. 
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SILVER. 

\VEST COAST.- The registered output of silver ores from the mines 
in the Zeehan and Dundas districts for the quarter ending 31st 
December, waSoas follows:-

Ore. Tons. Value. Men. Zuhan Mine,: £ Mount Zeehan, TUB. galena . .............. 1997 17,979 190 Zeehtt.n-Montana " ... 886 10,593 203 Zeehsn-Queen galena and g08R8.n ..• 89* 216 48 Oonub 
" 50! 680 ! 33 " stannite ............... 119 1000 

Silver Queen Extended galena ............... ... 17 144 14 Silver King 
" 

.................. 6 35 4 Zeehan Sth. Comstock 
" 

.................. 7 70 ! 10 
" " zinc blende 104 208 Florence galena .................. 38 889 80 Zeehan Western 

" 
.................. 58j 336 43· Zeehan Bell 

" 
.................. 7t 32 3 

Dundas Mines: 
Hercules zinc-lead sulphide ... 8670 6393 : 108 

" ~osR8.n .................. 126 659 Ring Valley tuhl ore ...•.. , ......•. 44 1271 14 Comet galena ................. 460 2785 ! 62 
" fiossan flux ............ 1283 832 

West Comet ux ................ . _ ... 4000 1600 18 Curt.in-Davis 
" 

..................... 187 449 8 

Total ........... . 13,000" 45,571 783 
= -

Mount Zeehan (Tasmanill}.-Mr. T. Vincent, manager, reports 
that preparations are being made 00 open out No. 4 level on the 
Spray main lode. Lode as usual. At No.2 shaft, No.2 lode is not 
yet pa.yable. At. No.6 shaft 122-ft. level, the crosscut has been 
extended east 292 feet , and cut three lodes, two of which were not 
payable. No.3 driven 29 feet south, 30 feet north, and paid sinking­
costs the last =nth. Thi. lode looks well for opening up profitable 
stoping ground. The water is heavy, but well under contro1. 

Zeehan-M ontana.-Mr. Jno. Craze, manager, reports: -Nos. 4 and 
6 lodes have been cut at 600 ft. level, and are being driven upon. 
No.4 lode is showing a little are, but not payable; No.6 lode 
without value. Mining operations are being carried on in 6 levels. 
Two drives are being driven at No.5 level on Nos. 4 and 8 lodes. 
At No. 2 shaft (late S. Queen No'. 2), the east crosscut No. 2 level 
is in 400 feet from shaft, but nothing intersected. No.2 lode west 
9f shaft has been cut at No.1 level, and a drive is being driven 
north, but the lode so far is poor. At No. 2 level the north drive 
on No. 2 lode has been driven north 100 feet from crosscut. The 
lode may be considered payable for 50 feet. A rise is now being 
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put Up to communicate with the north drive at No. 1 level, for 
ventilation. When this is done, a stops will be started along the 
back of No. 2 level, and the value of the lode further proved by 
continuing to drive north. 

Zuhan-Quun.-Mr. T. H. Vincent, manager, reports :-No. 1 
level, No.4 lode, winze sunk 30 feet, good ore in bottom. Driving 
No. 2 level north. Clarke's lode, No. 1 level , carrying little ore 
occasionally. Prospects fair. 

Oonah.-Mr. W. Fisber reports :-Good ore came in the gossan 
tunnel at 85 feet north, bulking over 200 ozs. silver per ton. The 
stannite is about the same as last reported. Stoping continues be­
tween Nos. 4 and 3, and driving north end; 6 inches of good ore 
continues to be the average width, with occasional blanks. 

811ver King.-Mr. \V. Fisher' reports :-At Taylor's tribute a 
mixed lode (9 in.) has been c1:lt, and is being driven upon without 
much improvement. The silver contente of the ore in the heaps of 
seconds are proving too low for profitable dressing. 

Zeehan South Comstock.-Mr. Hy. Castle, manager, reports: ­
Work has been confined to surface and open-cut, on which tribute 
parties ha.ve been engaged. 

Florence.-Mr. F. K. Astell, manager, reports :-At main shaft, 
No. 1 level (128-ft.), a drive north cut lode at 30 feet. This w,,", 

driven on to 120 teet, and contained mostly milling-ore. At the 
Bouth end, same level, another lode was cut at 20 feet, and driven on 
to 140 feet, with nice bunches of first-cla.se ore. These two levels will 
receive attention after the erection of the mill, which is being 
brought to the mine. 

Zeeha11rTVestun.-Mr. Jno. Craze, man_agar, reports:-The mine 
pumps, with the aid of bailing tanks, drained the mine to No. 9 
level, 26th November. Three hundred and twelve thousand five 
hundred tons of water we-re pumped and bailed. The total cost of 
unwatering, i.e., of pumping (including firewood), was £969. The 
shaft has been re-timbered from 200 feet to the surface, and is now 
in good working condition. Mining is being carried" on at levels 2, 3, 
5, 8, and 9. The lode was cut at No.9, but so far is of no value. 
At the present time th~re are four drives on lodes, two of which have 
not been previously worked. No stoping is being done. The ore 
raised has been obtained from new lodes. It is intended to push on 
with the drives, with a view of adding to the reserve of stoping 
ground. Simson's workings will be probably connected with the 
main sha.ft at No.4 level. 

Zeehan-Bell.-Mr. H. Daniel, manager, reports that the ore bas 
been ra.ised from the shallow tunnel a.bove water-level. 

DUNDAS AND MT. READ.-H ercults Mine.-Eight hundred and 
fifty-five tons zinc ore were forwarded to Europe, and 2941 tons 
gossan and lead sulphide ore oonsigned to the Tasmanian Smelting 
'Vorks, Zeehan. 
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Ring ValleY·-Mr . .Jno. Moyle, manager, reports:-Work has 
been confined to the lower tunnel level, driving and stoping with 
steadily improving prospects. The ore raised is of uniformly high 
grade" " 

Tasmanian Smelting Company, Limited.-Tbe managers supply 
the following statistics of production for the quarter: -5976 " 551 
tons of ore were purchased, containing 182~' 709 tons lead, 256,661 : 78 
ozs. silver, 984' 211 ozs. gold. The production of bullion wa.s 
2193" 761 tons lead, 295,764" 41 ozs" silver, and 1062" BOO ozs" gold" 

The purchases for the year were--

Ore, tons. Lead, tons. Sliver, OZ8. 
26212"133 containing 7793"565 1148903"22 against] 902 19338"498 

" 5838"908 881105"32 showing an f 
6873"636 1954 "657 266797"80 iucrea.se of " 

The export for the year was--

aguinst 1902 .... ..... .. . 
sbowing an iucret&8e of 

Lead, toos. 

7515"535 
6654"376 
861"159 

Sil ver, OZII . 

1144864 "82 
962502"88 
182361"94 

Gold,ou. 
3941"317 
1697"166 

2244 "151 

Gold,o%8. 
$'78 " 2!l , 
2135"056 
1243"237 

In addition, 10,314 tons of iron flux were smelted. The following 
figures show the differences in the character of the oree treated in 
the last two years:-

Glllf!ntl. .•.•••••••••.....••.••••••••.....•• 
Hercules and low~grade ores ... '" 
Gossan ................................... . 

1902" 
TODd. 

11,049 
6327 
5445 

1903" 
Tons. 
8620 

10,218 
6228 

25,066 --
This shows a large proportionate increase in the low-gradeo ore 

treated" 

NORTH-WESTERN DI STRICT. 

Magnet Mine.-One hundred and thirty-eight men employed. 
The tonsignments of si lver-lead ore despatched during the quarter 
were-

1579! tons to Dapto, N.S. W., net value.... ..... 8459 4 10 
1460t " Newcastle,,,,, 4143 II II 

3040 ----
£7602 16 9 

The underlay shaft from No" 4 level h .. been sunk 72 feet on the 
incline, equivalent to 60 feet vertical. The opening set is put in 
and chamber excavated. The shaft is equipped with pumping-plant 
sufficient to COpe with probable inflow of water. 
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HEAZLEWOOD AND "'''HYTE RIVER.-Development work has been 
proceeding at the Godkin, Godkin Extended, and Long Tunnel mines. 
The Confidence and Wa-shington Hay mines have attracted the 
attention of capitalists, who are, it is reported, about to examine 
th eir prospects. 

MT. FARRELL.-Work at North Farrell Mine was discontinued, 
owing to a lock-out. The Mt. Farrell Mine also ceased work. 

COPPER. 
Mount Lyell Mine.~The following are the returns of ore treated 

at the Reduction Works for the quarter ending 31st December 
last:-

Tons. 
Mt. Lyell Mine ore ...... " ........ 69,908 
North Mt. Lyf'll Mine ore ........ 20,410 
Purchased ores ....................... 142 

90,461 
Metal-bearing flux from-

South Tharsis Mine ......... '" 151 
Royal Thtl.rsis Mipe ...........• 1585 

Middle products from Crotty 
Smelters ............................. 559 

92,708 

The metal produced was-
Blister copper, 1882 tons, rontaining­

Copper, 1859 tOilS, valued at ........•..... 
Silver, flnp, 199,598 OZS., vAlued at ..... . 
Gold, fine, 4777 ozs., valued at ......... . 

Totlil value •..•.............. 

Dry weight. 

cwte. qrs. tbe. 
17 I 0 

4 0 1 
11 2 3 

12 8 4 

7 1 21 
15 0 14 

9 2 25 

5 o 8 

£ s. d. 
109,597 6 11 
22,454 15 6 
20,302 5 0 

£152,354 7 5 

Number of men emplo~ed- . 
At the Company s Mt. Lyell Mine ............... . 380 

435 " " North M t. Lyell Mine ...... . 
South Tharsis Mine ..... ... . 

" " 
11 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Royal ThtLrsis Mine .......... . 
Central Lyell Mine .......... .. 
Stlction 136-86 ............... . 

Kp-Ily Basin Railway ....... .. 
Strahan Rail way .............. . 

Reduction Works ........... . 

Total .................... . 

16 
5 
4 

801 
22 

140 
162 

1030 

1993 .... 
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At the Iron Blow the usual output of low-grade pyritic ore has 
been maintained from the open cut workings. All the underground 
work has been discontinued at the big mine, and the whole of the 
company's supplies of h igh-gl'ade ore is now obtained from the North 
Lyell Mine. At the latter, development work has been energetically 
prosecuted, with the object of enabling the ore-bodies to be worked 
systematically and economically. In the future it is intended to 
hoist all the ore mined underground to the 200-ft. tevel. \Vith this 
object in view, the main shaft has been equipped with a. compressed 
air winding-plaut at the 20D-ft. level. Underground bins of 300 
tOllS capacity have been erected, and from these the ore will be sent 
direct to the top of the haulage by the new 2-ft. gauge steam tram­
way. Above the 200-ft. level, the ore has been stoped out to within 
30 feet of the floor of the open cut workings. Most of the under­
ground supplies have been derived from the stopes between the 300 
and 200 ft. levels. At the 400-ft. level, .toping has only just com­
menced. Below this level the only work done consists of a WInze, 
which has been sunk in good ore to a depth of 80 feet. It is in­
tended to start sinking the main shaft to the next level immediately. 

The Mount Ly ell Blocks Mining Company, No Liability.-The 
work of opening up and equipping this mine has been energetically 
pushed ahead during the last quarter, under the management of 
Mr. C. E. Nicholas. It is proposed to attack the deposit of copper­
bearing clay at several levels. A low-level tunnel, No.4, has been 
lately started, which will become the main outlet to the mine. Thisis 
475 feet below the collar of the main shaft, and is to be continued 
in the country to the west of the deposit right up to the main shaft, 
a distance of 1981 feet; crosscuts being put into the deposit the 
whole way along. At 1000 feet from the entrance, a balance shaft 
is to be sunk from the surface down to the No. 4 tunnel level, with 
the object of enabling the ore to be lowered from the upper levels 
down to No.4. 

N ear the mouth of No. 4 tunnel, the site for a concentrator has 
been chosen. This will be equipped with puddling machinery for 
t,he disintegration of the copper-bearing clays, Concentration is 
to be effected by means of Wilfley tables. 

The following is a resume of the work done during the quarter: ­
No.1 T·ul1nel.-This has been repaired for the whole distance of 

309 feet through the main shaft, and an extension of driving in the 
crosscut oft' the same has been made for 32 feet. 

No.2 Tunnel.-This has been cleaned out and repaired, and an 
extension made of 71 feet, making a total of 157 feet. 

No.3 l"unnt'l.- This is a new t1,1nnel, and was started in October. 
The following amounts of driving have been done:-
Main drive, 141 feet; No.1 crosscut, 132 feet; No.2 cro88cut, 

113 feet. 
No. '" Tunnel.-This also. is a new tunnel lately started, and has 

been driven a distance of 57 feet. 
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Main Shatt.-At the main shaft the work has been confined to 
keeping the mine unwatered, and maintaining the workings. 

New Site lor Muchinery.-The excavations necessary have been 
completed, and the preparation of the buildings is now going on. 

Balance Shatt.-Excavations completed, and poppet,..heads erected; 
the sinking of the. shaft will be proceeded with in due course. No 
ore has been raised or treated during the quarter. The number of 
men employed has averaged 48 weekly. 

Crown Lyell Mine.- Prospecting and general development work 
has been carried out at this mine, as follows: -A winze has been 
sunk on promising formation at No.3 level for a distance of 23 feet; 
it is intended to continue this through to the No.4 level. Two era. 
cuts, 50 feet and 23 feet in length respectively, have also been made 
at No.3 level , for the purpose of testing the country on either side 
of the main drive; in both instances ore ha.s been cut. Prepa.ra.tion 
has been made to send away a. trial parcel of 100 tons of ore to. the 
Mt. Lyell Company's smelters. In all, 13 hands have been con­
atantJy employed by the company during the quarter. 

Mt. Lyell Comstock Jline.-This companl ha.s heen engaged in 
prospecting new ground, pending a system 0 treatment for the ores 
being decided upon. The deep level tunnel has been extended a 
distance of 85 feet. Six men were employed. 

Tasman and Grown Lyell E.ztended.-Th~ prospecting operations 
carried out during the quarter hav~ heen as follows :-East crosscut 
extended 39 feet; No.4 west crosscut, 13 feet; No.2 west crosscut, 
56 feet; rise put up, 9 feet. The average number of men em­
ployed has been 5. :Mr. COll. H. Curtain, late Inspector of Mines, 
Queenstown, has taken over the management of this property. 

Lake J'Ukes.-Mine prospecting work has been carried on con­
tinuously, under Mr. W. H. Muir's management, during the quarter 
with encouraging results. High-grade ore has been exposed in a 
number of cuts and trenches on the flanks of a. prominent hill of 
altered felsite, and a tunnel is now being driven from the BOUth 

which will test the value of the formation effectively. There have 
been 5 men employed. 

Findon', Sectiom, Mt. Darwin.-These sections have beetl taken 
over by the Tasman Syndicate, Ltd., of London, and are being pro­
spected by Mr. J. Findon. A tunnel ia being put in to teet the 
copper formation which has been exposed by trenches on the surface. 
The tunnel is now in 59 feet; at 25 feet, the top of a. felsite forma­
t.ion was cut. showing fair quantities of copper. This cut out at 27 
feet, and the -remainder of the tunnel has been in porphyry. The 
main deposit hRS rot vet been reached. 
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COAL. 

The output lor the quarter was 9088 tons, against 14,873 tons the 
previous quarter. The raisings from the different collieries were 
as under:-

Colliery. Tons rai8ed. Men employed. 

Mount Nicholas ................. . 3225 56 
Cornwall Mine ................. . 5185 65 
Dulvf'rton ....................... •.. 45 4 
Teasdale's .. ................ ... .. . 120 3 
S"rf'yton .................. ,' ...... . 
Baulld's .......................... . 

202 7 
20 2 

l\ll\riuivo. ................. ' ...... ••• 208 3 
York Plains ..................... . 83 3 

Total ................ .. 9088 143 -- ---
IRON. 

The consignments made by the Tasmanian Iron Co. a.t the Pen· 
guin underwent a large increase this quarter. The output of iron 
ore from the mine totalled 1900 tons 01 high-grade hematite. Twenty­
five men were employed. 

CONCLUSION. 
The total value of minerals raised and exported this quarter was 

£366,751, against £404,950 lor the corresponding·quarter the pre­
vious year. There was an increase of £7232 in tin, and £1242 in 
iron ore, but this was not sufficient to compensate for decreases in 
copper, silver, gold, and coal; but, compared with the September 
quarter, there have been increase.; all along the line, except in 
copper and coal; and the decrease in copper existed in the export 
figures only, not in the quantity produced. 

Return showing the average number of men employed in or a.bout 
the mines during the quarter ending 31st September, 1903. 

District. 

Nortbern and Soutbern ............... . 
N orth- \Vestern ................. .... .... . 
North-Eastern .......................... . 
Eastern ...... .. .. ......... ..... ........ .. .. 
Western ............ : ..................... . 

Total ................ .. 

European. 

529 
379 
521 
877 

3170 

5476 

Chinese. 

130 
72 

202 

Total. 

529 
879 
651 
949 

3170 

5678 

Value 01 mineral output per man employed, £64 11 •. lOd. 
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The dividends paid during the quarter were:-

From Copper min ................ . 
" Gold mines ........•......... 
n Tin mines ......... .... .... . 
" Silver mines .............. . 

TOTAL ••....•.••••••••••..• 

£ 8. d. 

4800 0 0 
18,135 0 0 

9627 17 0 

£32,562 17 0 

,JOHN VAlL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTI-:R, 'fASMANfA. 
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