


PROGRESS OF THE

- MINERAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 3lsr MARCH, 1908,

Hobart, 11th May, 1908,

Tue following table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the quan-
tities and values of Metals and Minerals raised during the quarter
ending 3lst March, 1908, as compared with the previous quarter
ending 31st December, 1907 : —

During the Quarter end- During the Quarter end-
ing d91st March, 1908. ' ing 3lst Dec. 1907,
Quantity. J Value. | Quantity. f Value.

£k ‘
. £ ‘ £

* Gold WO .cuevrriininn ozs. | 16539306 | 71,104 | 16920627 | 71912
Silver-lead Ore produced tons | 17,817°71 | 115,633 | 21,587 144,084
t Blister Copper produced ,, 2117 144,956 | 2184 162,728
Copper Ore and Copper :
produced................ 22 4 | 684 35 960
Tin Ore produced......... 104595 | 97,940 | 12015 119,766
Iron Ore raised............ 3 1000 500 | 1000 400
Cosl raised... oo | 14182 | 12,085 | 15,780 18,370
Wolfram Oreprodnced > 296 | 186 1 225 1494
Bismuth... Sy 15 | 30 | ‘0756 12
‘ 443,088 | ' 506,126

* Fine gold, including gold contained in blister copper and silver-lead bullien.
+ Value of gold comtents deducted.
B20798

—
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GOLD.

During the past quarter, 7924 ozs. of gold were obtained from
quartz, 144'47 ozs. from alluvial, 2251'85 ozs. by means of the
cyanide and chlorination processes, 5446 ozs. from blister cop)
from the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company, Limited, and
1075 ozs. from the silver-lead bullion from the Tasmanian Smelting
Company’s works, Zeehan, valued at £71,104.

The following table shows the quantities obtained from the
various sources on the different fields during the period under
review, together with the totals for the corresponding period of
1907, and the previous quarter ending 31st December, 1907 : —

Gold obtained during the Quarter ending 31st Totals
March, 1908, Totals for
e i
& o @ T s on
gy £ | 854|888 a?}_g Quarter, | “1at
[ B Za8 ZH g EE TorTAL.
&8 | 5 | 838 | SRS (A2 1907. | Dee,
& =] 1907.
OZ8. 0z8. OZ8. 0Z8. 0Zs. 0Z8. 0zs, OZ8.
Beaconsfield| 6874 e |1927°45| ... ... | 880145 | 9148 8021
Mathinna ...| 984 adi 96 wee |+ e | 1080 7035 2440
Mt. Victoria
Warrentinna} 66 9197 | ... s | 15797 | 101756 | 17875
Mt.Cameron
Lefroy ....| ... | ... |[284| .. | ..| o284 | 88 314
Tasle 0 L. 1 |
Grolosnas o 48 yad . 48 28 133
West Coast. 45 5446 |1075 | 65256 6106 6076
Toravs 7924 144-47/2251°85| 5446 1075 16,841'3?
Totals cor-
responding
Quarter, i [
1907.........| 7801°'75| 8875 263475 4888 1262 ee 116,175°25] -
Totals  for
Quarter
endin |
3lst Dec,,
1907.........| 8273 | 800:752522 | 5408 1023 v [17,162:76-

Value £71,104 ; equal to 16,739-306 ozs. fine gold.
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BeaconsrieLp.—The quarter’s statistics for the district are as
follow: —
Gold produced. Men employed.

o0zs.

Tasmanis Mine..........conennee o 8131 583
Tasmaniun Tailings Syndicate... 657 16
3 S e s e A LR R 1345 3 28
Potadlisvsda g 880145 627

——————— —_——

Tasmania Mine—Eighteen thousand one hundred tons of quartz
crushed, and 8131 ozs. gold obtained (by amalgamation and chlor-
ination), which makes a total of 704,835 tons quartz crushed, and
703,289 ozs. gold obtained since the mine was first started.

Mr. C. F. Heathcote, A.M.I.C.E., the general manager, reports: —
During the past quarter Grubb’s shaft has been sunk a further
distance of 414 feet; total, 1353 feet. Temporary plungers for
second unit are being placed at the 1250-feet level ; those for third
unit have been connected up at this level and are in use. The
cross-cut: at the 1250-feet level cut the lode in a distance of 330
feet. The lode-formation, being 25 feet wide, 3 feet of quartz on
the hanging-wall, and € feet on the foot-wall, gave an assay value
of 12 dwts. per ton; the balance of lode being a horse of waste
rock. At the North sections, formerly the North Tasmania Mine,
prospecting at the 400-feet level is being carried on by driving
south on a fault.

Lerrov.—The quarter’s statistics are as follow:—

Gold produced. Men employed.

OZS,
New Pinatores avanid i 69'5 10
Creek-Ciyhaide wia.ivivist.saiini 95 16
Wilson’s Cyanide .................. 38 6
Prospectors and others............ 309 34
Loty s 2284 66

New Pinafore Mine—Mr. J. T. Stubs, the mining manager,
reports:—The prospects generally are somewhat brighter, and
hopes are entertained that better times are in store in the very
near future. Efforts are being made to induce capitalists to exploit
the deep-lead, but being a new departure, progress is slow. Little
doubt exists, however, that a large amount of gold lies hidden
beneath the basalt.

Lisne, GorooNpa, &c.—Forty-eight ozs. of gold have been won
from these fields. Eighteen men have been employed.

Mr. Vieroria—Sixty-six ozs. were obtained from nquartz by 3
men. :
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Alluwvial Gold and Dredging Companies.—Gold has been obtained
by the following companies in streaming tin:—

Standard Gold.

WZS,

New Brothers’ Home............vovennnnns TR T e P 432
! South Mount Cameron .............c.ovens e e L 10
- Rinparooma Dradpn ... ... imeieonmsaiis soitoniniossarnn 20
‘ DIOFBREEEIPIOR v ., oo s vane Disaihss seaanmiens kkon S ss 36
| LR B e R e S e i mvars 21-65
I T G R R Lk
] MaTHINNA.—The quarter’s statistics are as follow:—-
] : Quartz crushed. Sand treated. prrth;:llged. Men.
tons. touns. 0Zs,
| . New Golden Gate ......... 439 210 50
Tasmanian Consols........... 2658 3000 863 96
G A ALl e Sl 24 7 72
Potels G s i, 3021 3000 1080 218

WesT Coast.—Mr. Inspector Curtainreports : —A small 4 h.p. oil
engine has been seated and housed at the King River Mine for
pumping purposes, but beyond this nothing of a practical char-
acter has been attempted. Two men were employed. At Mt.
Huxley, on the sections held by Mr. Charles Procter, 3 men were
engaged in Havill's old workings, but, pending the receipt of a
cyanide plant from Victoria, operations have ceased.

Alluvial —Four and a half ozs. have been reported as obtained
by 5 men.

TIN.

The statistics for this metal for the past quarter are as follow:—
Ore won, Men employed.

. tons, Europeans. Chinese
Northern and Southern Divigion 2770 30
North-Eastern Division........... 669-35 614 42
Eastern Division......ccooonrennnne 72:15 224 34
Western Division............. 1881 70
North-Western Division. ......... 25794 424 jEes

Wollas i 104595 1862 @ 76

——— — ——
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NorTe-WESTERN DIVISION.
The output has been as under:—

tong. Men employed.

Mount Bisehofl cocoilivivisoiinenborisas = 222 813
Mt. Bischoff Extended ... 2450 40
Waratah Alluvial........ = 3:63 b
Worabut: Mane ... .o oisiimisasssiorn 2:50 4
Mount Cleveland.............ccoiiiiinnns o4 v 30
Others ......... Aot s eshan ah 231 24
B Balfony s i eaiias 3 8

Totals.......... P A Bl T N 257-94 424

Mt. Bischoff Extended.—Mr. W. Gullock, manager, reports:—
Less tonnage for quarter owing to shortage of water. Mine is
opening up at deep level very satisfactorily. New 10-head battery,
engine, hoiler, and all other machinery landed on the mine and in
course of erection. Starting deeper level adit to command an
approximate depth of 300 feet below the present workings, length
of adit about 1100 feet. A large body of tin-stone now opened up
for stoping.

NorTa-EASTERN DIVISION.

RincaroomMa DisTRICT : —

Tin ore won. Men employed
- tona, Europeans. Chinese.

Paro Hleba. Sl i, *55 5
Cascade River.........coevienes 05 1

Black Creek.......... B R 25 2

BrRBRmE i i 05 1 b

Mount Maurice ......... c.oouen. 40 5
Bella Plan.Linse i *25 2

Hope Creelt’ ...l - 20 1

kel vo s b dlas it 175 17 whp

Tin ore won. Men employed.
tons. Buropeans. Chinese.

Pioneer Tin Mine ............ e 100 ° 90 e
New Aberfoyle .. ...ccoinvieas 265 9
Argus Tin Mine......ciaseviiess 12-50 4 20 ses
South Mt. Cameron ............ 11-50 40
Ringarooma Dredge ............ 1256 20 e
Dorset R 24 24 s
Muszel Roe ............ 825 6 e
Gladstone Dredge ....... 12°8 16
Wiitbe Book. (... e ciesinannessbe 8 e
O e s Ve e R kS =
Purdue Tin Mine ............... 33 24
GaRbdl s s s e 2+60 6 3
Miners' Claims.......cccovnneueen 8+65 : 18 26

OIS [ v ianaivasanss 2825 280 29
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Mt. Horror Claims.

Wilberferee Pump Co. ..ovieie

Derey DisTRICT:—

Briseis Tin Mines........
New Brothers’ Home, No. 1....
Briseis Extended ...........
Other Derby Claims ............

otal .5 SARATHI b

BranxaHoLM DISTRICT : —

Arba Tin Mine ...ccooeeaiiani &
New Ruby Flat ...coveennnens

MooriNa DISTRICT:—

Weld Tin Mine ......c....
Native Xodth o...ooi e vveis
Abbotsford ...... TR R
Mutiab Bl iivirnaseessossisonn
Main Creek ..oveverereniasnns
Other Moorina Claims .........

T I S RS i ees
Mount Stronach Tin Mine ....

Total for N orth- Eastern
Division ........ SRR

Tin ore won,
Tons.

1-76

1-75

Tin ore won,
tons.
2668
1004
31
46

392-8

Tin ore won.
tons,
- 23-16
3

2615

11°4

3-0

66935

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.

4

4 ees

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.

94

27

40

60 13
221 13

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.

10 Ve
46
Men employed.
Europeans, Chinese.
12 oee
8 .
4 soe
9 s
6 vee
1
40
6 +
614 42
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EastEry Division.

Weldborough Mines.
Fancy Creek Co. ..coaenranns

Weldborough
Cambria ...... X
gh ce Bm‘% ................
inese ( eldboro i i
Other Claims ug ......
Total ....... EEE

dottah and Bilue Tier Mines.
Anchor Mine...........ccc....
Other Claims .......

St. Helens Mines.
* McAuliffe & Party ............
+ A. Williams ......... A A
J. C. Macmichael.........
Ro il Faliy o s L
01 (. SR
J J. Brook..
DIREP LA o5 000 o35 anas
o (F BUd@eon: voiceribniems
CIEBPE - b svsshimnnpibothes van

RO .5

Avoca Mines.
Gipp’s Creek.......... slaririced
Togo Co. ......
Mount Rex Co
Others ..........

Total for Eastern Division

tons. -

2-45

50
1:25
4-95
3-65
7:40

20-2

7:65

7215

Tin ore won.

WesTERN DIVISION.

Bollder. .. oivi vidsemusosis e
Dreadnou, AR

Montana Tin Syn. ........
MNP0 00 .losniiinianiis

WorklB Bor: Wi

--------

‘Tin ore won.

sessnuns

Emu Bay Railway (vanons claims) ..

tens,
461
1
2-62
10°58

18-81

Men employed.

Europeans. Chinese,

12 see
6 wes
8 e
6
55 30
86
3
115 3
ok
5 1
6
8
4
4
2
4 T
2
39 1
8 v
4 v
2
6 -
15
224 34
e
Men employed.
Europeans,

10
12
10

4

7
27
70
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Montana Tin Syndicate.—Mr. G. D. Cooper, manager, reports : —
A good supply of water is mow coming on to the section from
creeks to'the south, which will help to give a regular output.
Three pyritic lodes have been cut, carrying tin. FProspects now
very_ good.

: NoORTHERN AND SOUTHERN DIVISION.

Shepherd and Murphy Mine—277 tons ftin ore concentrates

were raised, and 30 men employed.

SILVER.

West Coast.—The registered output of silver ore in the Western
Division for the quarter ending 31st March is given below:—

Ore. Tons. Vaulue. Men.
Zeehan Mines : £
Mount Zeehan, Tas. galens o..iiaiens. 1393 19,657 250
%eehnn—l‘\fﬂvontana e s 105168 14,674 289
eehun-Western galena, &e ,...unnenes 15991 "

" carbonate of iron... 237-65 £ wee o
Zeehan-Queen galena, &e. ....ooivee 9 129 11
Silver Queen Extended 7 v aiaiai 56°50 548 18
Oonah . h 503 1268 23
Silver King 34 269 6
Florence 1200 17,700 60
Watts” Section 6076 621 6
Austral Valley 153 954 16
Zeehan Bell 94-30 . 744 25
Colonel North o 19
Section 1064 63 478 4+
Victoria-Zeehan 525 34 10
New Mt. Zeehan i 70 276 i
Tas. Smelting Co.,Balstrup ,, 14 197 12
Sylvester P 3850 205 4

Dundus Mines : -
Comet lenu & gossan..... 1975-70 1714 43
West Comet uxi.tl:lg 0P8 vie s7svass; . - AAL1 0D 1171 38
¢ zinc-lead ....ovivvennnns "
Hercules ¥ BIO0-OT0. sinersevsiossio f 3970 17,663 o2
Red Lead I 1
Rosebery Mines :
Primrose lead-sulphide ....i.... 608 2311 10
Tasmanian Copper s T e o aseseas 2869 °86 9799 55
M¢t. Farrell Mines :
Mt. Farrell galena,.........coeininn 14
Nerth Mt. Farrell S5 vt 1028 9150 . 17¢
Mackintosh Mine RIS 37 651 6
Sundries : !
Tasmanian Smelting Co. ..oceeriieines convvenas 285
Sundry Companies.. 62
Prospectors, &C....oovveneses 115

1710

-,
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Mount Zeehan (Tasmania)—Mr. T. Vincent, manager, reports : —

Spray Mine—No. 1 shaft sunk to 320 feet. No. 2 level, corres-
gonding to No. 5 level in No. 2 shaft workings, will be opened at

80 feet. No. 2 shaft: No. 1 lode is being developed by driving
in Nos. 2, 4, 5, and 6 levels. Stoping over Nos. 2, 3, and 5 levels
produced usual tonnage of high-grade ore.

Queen Extended, No. 2 shaft.—Nothing new discovered during
the quarter. Stoping No. 30 lode. No. 2 level payable,

Balstrups, No. 5 shaft.—Sunk to 74 feet. No. 1 level will be
opened at 145 feet.

Zechan-Montana.—My. J. Craze, manager, reports:-—No. 1
Shaft. —There is nothing fresh to report here. Active opera-
tions are being carried out on Nos. 2, 3, 6, and 8 lodes, at Nos. 1,
4,5,6, 7, and 8 levels. No. 2 Shaft.—Operations are being carried
out on Nos. 1 and 2 lodes at Nos. 2, 3, and 4 levels. No. 3
Shaft.—Substantial headgear has been erected on the side
of the late Crown Company’s shaft, and a branch tramline is now
being put in preparatory to erecting machinery.

Zeehan-W estern.—Mr. J. Craze, manager, reports:— We have
started to sink the main shaft a further depth of 200 feet below
the 800-feet level. The present depth of shaft is 850 feet. Fair -
progress is being made. There is nothing fresh to report as
regards the other parts of the mine.

Suver Queen Ertended—Mr. Charles Stevens, manager,
reports:—The developments are as follows:—Driving 55 feet,
sinking 111 feet, rising 35 feet, stoping 81 feet, trenching 203
feet ; total, 485 feet.

Florence—Mr. F. K. Astell, manager. reports :—During the
quarter a crosscut has been driven from Currie’s lode to Flaherty’s,
a distance of 300 feet, and a rise put through and connected with
workings above, a distance of 90 feet. Stoping is being carried
out from this rise; also on Astell’s lode and the south lode.

Hercules—Mr. Claude H. Moxon, manager, reports : —Active
development work has been carried on in various parts of the
mine, generally with gratifying results. A body of sulphide ore
has been intersected east of the main workings in the “B” lode,
and the north drive in the No. 5 level has proved the existence of
the zinc-lead sulphides living down to that depth. The haulage
t.ramwag controlling-gear has been overhauled and materially
strengthened.  Prospecting work is being continued on the -
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‘“ Jupiter ”’ section. The stopes in all parts of the mine are show-

ing large bodies of ore, and the quantities in sight and available
have increased.

Primrose.—Mr. G. Barker, manager, reports:—The main work
has been driving towards the Tasmanian Copper Company’s
boundary. The lode is 25 feet wide, carrying ore of fair grade.
Main Adit.—This is now in a distance of 780 feet. Passed
through a bar of very hard country; now in fair working country.

Tasmanian Copper Company—Mr. G. Barker, manager,
reports :—No. 2 level is being driven on the lode-formation, com-
posed of carbonates of iron, galena, and zinc-blende. No. 3 level.—
Driving north on lode, which is opening up very well, and payable.
No. 4 level.—Stoping and timbering up the main level so as to
drive north on the large body of ore exposed in the end.
No. 6 level.—No. 3 rise is now connected to No. 4 level, and
has opened up a big block of ore. Main adit is now in a distance
of 780 feet.

Tasmanian Smelting Company—Mr. H. Harris, manager,
reports:—Ore bought during the quarter, 11,676 tons, containing—
2957 tons lead, 362,046 ozs. silver, 1318 ozs. gold. Exported 2247

“tons bullion, containing—304,918 ozs. silver, and 1075 ozs. gold.

" NorTH-WESTERN DivisIOoN.

Magnet Mine——Mr. E. A. De Latour, general manager,
reports:-—1928,31 tons of silver-lead ore were exported, of a

- gross value of £13,728, and consigned to New South Wales. Two

hundred and forty-eight men employed.

Long Tunnel Mine, Mt. Stewart.—Twenty-eight tons of silver-

“lead ore were raised, valued at £382. Six men employed.

Confidence Mine.—Two men were employed.

NorTHERN AND SouTHERN DivIsion.

Devon Mine—During the quarter 53 tons galena were raised by
7 men ; value, £800.

Round Hill Mine.—Thirty-five tons were raised by seven men;
~walue, £180. :
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COPPER.

11

Mt. Lyell Mine~—Mr. Robt. Sticht, general manager, reports:—
“The ores and metal-bearing fluxes treated during the quarter end-

ing 31st March were as follow:—

~Ores and metal bearing fluxes treated at Reduction Works :—
Dry weight.

tons, ewt. qrs. 1lbs.

Mt Lyell Mine ore .......ccocuvevedes 89,821 2V 0 - 4
North Lyell Mine ore.......ccc00eee. 30,877 8 1 1
By;-v?roducts trom Crotty Smelting

BIEH, v iva st hoqts it Do boshrdand 17 .. 8

-
L]
-]

—
<
=]

-
—
—
—
oo
W

[
oo

Metal-bearing fluxes :—

North Lyell Mine.....cccoocoiveainini 2066 5 1 2
Lyell Tharsis Mine.....cococcuvuienree 11885~ % . 9414
South Tharsis Mine...... cesvvieinnas 40 4 8 s

77 O R

~Quantity and value of ‘metal produced :—
Blister Copper, 2117 tons, containing — e d
Copper, fine, 2090 tons, valued at ............ 127,009 6 O
Silver, fine, 167,142 ozs., valued at............ 17,946 17 5
Gold, fine, 5446 ozs., valued 8t .....ooeeeeeee. 28,145 10 0

Total. ol voeies  £168,101 18 5
“Number of men employed :—
At the Company’s Mt. Lyell Mine ....ccccurnnnee 354
5 5 North Lyell Mine......ccoccuee 475
s 3 Lyell Tharsis Mine............ 23
— 852
i 3 Reduction Works............. ... 1106
Rallwuy Department —-Mt. Lyell Ruilway ...... 152
8 3 North Lyell Railway .... 19
— 171
2129

Mt. Lyell Mining and Railway Company’s Mines: —Inspector
“Curtain reports:—Iron Blow: Beyond ordinary routine this mine
provides no special matter that requires attention in this report.
At the North Lyell, the main and auxiliary shafts have been con-
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nected at the 1000-feet level, and a stope opened on the continua-
tion of the ore-body, in addition to which a crosscut is being driven
east on the course of the bore-hole which located other portions of
the deposit, while the higher levels, in conjunction with the open-
cut workings, readily supply the smelters with requirements.

Lyell Consols.—Mr. John Carrol, manager, reports that his
work is chiefly confined to extending the main drive on the No.
1 level in conglomerate, which, for stability, was selected in pre-
ference to softer, though ultimately more expensive, ground. One
hundred and sixty feet have been driven, leaving some 90 to 100
feet more before the copper clays are cut into and opemed for
stoping. During the quarter the main shaft has been equipped
with a boiler and winding-gear, and preparations made to resume
ginking. Twelve men have been employed.

Tasman and Crown Lyell Extended.—Mr. E. Carter, manager,
reports: —The westerly extension of the intermediate from Hole-
han’s winze on the sulphide lode has been continued, and driving -
easterly from the same level has been resumed; also the driving
in similar direction from the No. 3 level on the galena veins. Six
new huts and manager's residence, including an assay office, have
been erected to replace those which were destroyed by bush fires,
while a well-graded pack-track, to conmect with the Mt. Lyell
Company's Queen Valley Railway service, is also in course of con-
struction. Eighteen men were employed.

Mt Lyell Comstock Copper Company—Mr. George A. Moore,
manager, reports:—One hundred and ten feet have been driven,
32 feet risen, 250 feet bored by diamond drill, and 624 chains of
tracks cut and cleared.  Fourteen men employed

At Darwin, the Woods and Thompson Syndicates continue pros-
pecting their respective properties, with 4 men.

Dunpas DisTrICT : —

Ring Valley Mine.—Mr. John Moyle, manager, reports:—All
mining development is suspended pending the erection of machinery
at No. 1 level. A chamber, 30 feet by 30 feet by 28 feet, is now
almost ready to receive pit-head gear; also engine and boiler,
together with pumping appliances, &c.

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN DIVISION.
Burnie Copper Mines—Output nil. Twenty-two men employed.

NortH-WESTERN DIvision.

At Mt. Balfour 44 tons of sulphide ore were raised, value £684.
Men employed, 53.
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WOLFRAM.

\ ‘The output of wolfram during the quarter was as follows:

: tons, £ Men.

Shepherd aud Murphy Mine...... -3 24

Claims on Ben Lomond .......... . 2:65 162 6
Wichil =0 2:95 186 6

The output this quarter was 14,182 tons, against 15,730 tons the

Pprevious quarter, The output of the respective collieries was
as follows: —

Colliery. Tons raised, Men employed,
Mount Nicholas Colliery ...... - 8632 90
Cornwall e 4941 70
Spreyton e Pt 231 5
Ilamathe - o 2
York Plains A 119 3
Sundfly o ganees 6 2
Woodbridge AL e 10 2
Mount Cygnet L 233 2
7T Rl 14,182 176
— o

IRON.

The Tasmanian Iron Company at Penguin raised 1000 toms of
iron ore, with 12 men, valued at £500. i

BISMUTH.

The Shepherd and M urphy Company obtained 3 cwt. of bismuth
from its tin ore, valued at £30.

The following return shows the average number of men employed

in or about the mines during the quarter ending the 31st March,
1908: —

District. European, | Chinese. Total.

Northern and Southern ....... ... R28 | 828
North-Eastern 617 42 659
‘Eastern ..... T P e 608 I 34 T 642
North-Western ........ AR TR AR 678 : 678
‘Western 3967 | 3967

T 6698 | 76 6774

Value of mineral output per man employed : —£65 8s. 24d.
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Dividends paid by Mining Companies during the quarter ending
31st March, 1908:—

Lon, s & e

Fron Copper MINes. .. .vsvessenssiascsovrssadis Nil ,
From Gold Mines ..... I e A S Nil
From Tin Mines :—

Bischoft T.M. Co., Registered............. 2000 0 0

New Brothers’ Home No. 1 T.M. Co.,

2 S AL Oy 0 T IR 3000 0 O
Briseis Tin Mines, Ltd..........cccoceieeee.. 15,000 0 0
Weldborough Tin M. Co., N.L... ......... 125 0 0

— 97325 0 0
From Silver Mines :—
Mount Zeehan (Tas.) S.L. Mines,

Eimited .........co0ndiee TR 4198 0 0
MugnetB.M., Cou; NiLr et sicevensaronons 2000 0 0
; — . 6198 0 0
;e £33323 0 0
e ——
APPENDIX I.

Statement re Assay of Auriferous Rock at Gell River, by the
Government (eologist.

Mr J. L. Moore, during track-cutting operations on the Great
Western Railway survey line this year, reported an occurrence of
gold near the 60-mile-on that line.

The stone which he brought in with him has been assayed by
the Government Analyst (Mr. W. F. Ward), who reports results
as follows:—“Traces only of gold were yielded by the bulk of the
stone, although minute particles of gold were visible on one face.”
On my way back Mr. Moore showed me the place where he made
the discovery. It is a little south of the hut which he built for
the use of prospectors on the east side of the Gell River. The
rock in which it occurs is quartzitic schist, which, on its northern
and eastern boundary, passes here below conglomerates and sand-
stone, belonging to the Permo-Carboniferous system, and probably
also below concealed Cambrian sandstones.

The hill on the north side of the river opposite the hut shows
the Permo-Carboniferous sandstone in sif#, and also stones of the
conglomerate and of diabase.

The hill south of the hut is strewn with stones of Olivine dia-
base and sandstone, but south-west of this the quartzitic schist
crops out in the button-grass on the fall towards the river. This
schist is the same as that which we found extending over the
ranges as far west as the Prince of Wales Range, and may be
classed with the upper division of the Pre-Cambrian, er Algonkian
of American authors.
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The geological succession would be as follows:—

3. Ordovician: Gordon River limestone.

2. Cambrian: Conglomerate, grits, quartzite, and sacchar-
oidal sandstone.

1. Pre-Cambrian: Quartzitic schist, west of Denison Range.

An exact view of the genesis of the metal cannot at present be
formed. The rock is a foliated sedimentary, and no reef or lode-
formation has been observed. Certain parts of the stone are
more intensely silicified than other parts, and the gold would
seem to be more particularly associated with these.

I noticed on the ranges further west numerous examples of
extreme silicification in the same class of schist. Laminz and
“blows,” or irregular masses of segregated silica, occur nearly
everywhere, and markedly on the summits of mountains.
With this quartz is associated specular iron ore in flakes. The
quartz is milk-white and free from other metal. Pyrite occurs
in bands of soft argillaceous schist, but no gold could be panned
off. I could find no mineralised eruptive rock in the neighbour-
hood of these; and with no reefs or reliable indications to guide
one, the search for mineral must be a long one. At the same time
the slightest sign of anything must be laid hold of and followed
up, as an indication of no intrinsic importance in itself may lead to
something better. Gold, too, has the habit of furnishing sur-
prises.

A little work on Mr. Moore's discovery will show whether the
occurrence of gold here is purely sporadic or whether it is in con-
nection with any formation below where it has been seen at sur-
face. Where there is some gold there is likely to be more, and .
possibly search at this spot may result in the discovery of some-
thing more than at present meets the eye. i

The route to the place is either »id the Iron Store on the over-
land road (from which it is distant about 21 miles), or vid@ Tyenna,
a distance of 39 miles.

The pack-track from Tyenna-road can be followed as far as the
Gordon for 214 miles: this is practicable for a horse. At 2 miles a
hut exists at the Junee. Seven miles further are two huts (Chrisp’s)
in the myrtle forest on the east slope of the ITumboldt Divide.
There is a hut on the south side of the Gordon River, and one
on the north side. In dry weather there is a good ford across the
river, as well as a cage for crossing when the water is high. The
water falls to-a depth of a foot only, and rises to 9 or 10 feet.

At 174 miles north of the Gordon crossing is the Gell hut, and
this distance, over button-grass plains, must be traversed on foot.
In the Gell hut, inside the door Mr. Moore has put up the distances
to the Gordon huts, to the Linda track, to Innes’ track. On a
board on a tree on the south side of the Gordon the distances are
given to Tyenna and to the Gell hut.



A6 THE MINERAL INDUSTRY.

At 10 miles north of the Gordon crossing a notice has been left
in a wooden box, where Marriott’s track branches -ff to the june-
‘tion of Franklin and Gordon rivers, giving distances—8 miles to
Gell hut in a northerly direction; 10 miles to Gordon huts, direc-
‘tion south; 42 miles to Franklin mouth. The route across the
plains has been staked out, so that prospectors will have no diffi-
ceulty in finding the hut. After they reach this, if they turn
-south, they will get -into the schist country behind the north end
-of the Denison Mountains, and will be among high, serubby, and
bare ranges of quartzitic schists of savage aspect. ;

In this wilderness of mountains it would not be surprising if
prolonged examination should eventually discover ‘“indications
which did not come within the area covered by the traverses made
"by the recent expedition.

~ This is one of the reasons for recommending a continuation
next season of the exploring work which has been started this
_year.

APPENDIX IIL

The following analysis of typical granite from Moorina has been
‘made by Miss Eva Dolan, B.8c., in the laboratory of the University
«of Tasmania :—

Per cent.
o 16 e e AL s 71°2
AT s s Vs ad b Seobsn gt 14-56
{ L R R 2:48
BOO | ios cnritlsmasasmmomn s 2:6
Fe,O .oonaisiiiaiiag 309
B0 v iaindaia, 22
MR L iaie v nenieyas 10
MO cinniinasirnmhitkas 56
| F 0 R e e 1*8
99-19

‘With CaO in small quantity.

JOHN VALL
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA.
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