


PROGRESS OF THE

MINERAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 3lst MARCH, 1912.

Hobart, 8th May, 1912,

Tre following table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the quan-
tities and values of metals and minerals raised during the quarter
ending 31st March, 1912, as compared with the previons quarter
ending 31st December, 1911 :—

Geldwon: ..onaaniing 0z,
Silver-lead Ore produced tons
T Blister Copper produced
Copper Ore and Copper

2

Produced ;. oievviaiaes .
Tin Ore produced.........
Coal raised......cuu-sniiuie »
Wolfram Ore produced... ,,
BREMUEh oo ioverssonssreras N
Osmiridinm ..... .ccoeeiae 0Z.

During the Quarter end-

ing 81st March, 1912,

During the Quarter end-
ing 31st Dec, 1911.

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.
£ £
7551-568 32,077 o10(8'852 21,701
21,572:H6 68,153 21,144°125 85,754
1500 111,665
322 1971 463 3241
65793 08,917 103682 138,275
11,426 5287t | 13410 61434
1214 1370 19-84 2183
254 496 309 1236
409 2067 23338 1635
323,403 260,168

* Fine gold, including gold contained in blister copper and silver-lead hullion..
T Value of gold contents deducted.

4 Value at pit’s mouth.
B43755
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2 THE MINERAL INDUSTRY

GOLD.

Daring the past quarter 27815 oz, gold were obtained from cfuartz,
50+5 oz. from alluvial, 2868 oz. by means of the cyanide and chlorina-
tion processes, and 1858 oz. from blister “copper from the Mt. Lyell
Mining and Railway Company Limited, valued at £32,077.

The following table shows the quantities obtained from the various
sources on the different fields during the period under review, together
with the totals for the corresponding period of 1911, and the previous
quarter ending 31st December, 1911 :—

Gold obtained during the Quarter ending 31st Totals
March 1912, Totals for
- = g | e
5 - ® & 5 1 endin
BE | F S5 |BEE|BID | roru |Quen| “Rigf
RS 5 ’ £25 | =@% EE 1911. Deer.,
3 | 5% 2 1911.
0Z. ] 0Z. 0z, 0z 0z, 0z. 0z.
Beaconstield| 2766 v | 2724 5490 5256 4842
Mathinna ...| 155 ., 144 1595 307 8165
Mt. Victoria
Warrentinna, } 8'5 85 105 ‘ 9686
Mt. Cameron
Lefroy ...... - 3 57 &
Lisle ......... z
Lilydale...... s 26 = 26 32 32
Golconda ... § ‘
West Coast.| ... 16 - | 1858 | ... | 1874 | 28869 |‘ 7665
ToraLs |2781'5( 505 | 2868 | 1858 | ... | 7558 [ '
Totals cor- ]
responding-| | _ '
Quarter, ! 1 { |
1911.........| 8369 564 | 2251 | 2873 J | 85404 s
Totals  for! |
Quarter | I ) ‘ |‘
ending | 1 | |
31st Decr.,| '
1911.........13019-05| 178-46| 193165 s i i P ,‘ 512916

Value, £382,077; equal to 7561568 oz. fine gold.

BeaconsrieLp.—The quarter’s statistics for the district are as
€ollow : —

Gold produced, Men employed.
0z
Tasmania Mine....... RSO 5490 463

%
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Tasmania Mine.—Twelve thousand six hundred and sixty-eight tons
-of quartz crushed, and 5490 oz. of gold obtained (by amalgamation and

anide process), which makes a total of 942,172 tons quartz crushed,
-and 792,690 oz. gold obtained since the mine was first started.

Lerroy. - The quarter’s statistics are as follow :— :
Gold produced. Men employed.

0Z.
Crook Cramde .....oessrvsciseses
b O T e e } 12
EHERY n veeeiint st o i e
T SO 12

LisLe, Gorconpa, &c.—Twenty-six ounces of gold have been won
Arom these fields. Ten men have heen employed.

ALBERrTON.—One ounce was obtained from this district by one man.

Alluvial Gold and Dredging Companies.—Gold has been obtained

by the following companies in streaming tin:—
Standard Gold.
0z.

South Mt. Cameron Dredge ........coecorerenearsnnceeccanens 15
R D L Rl N - 6
BT Cor i s T P e T A e T T T

i e S o e e R 76

MaraIiNNa.—The quarter’s statistics are as follow:—

Quartz crushed. Sand treated. pr(f‘lzlcid. Mén,

tons. tons. 0Z,
New Golden Gate ............ 130 144 4
810 1o i S e ST biss 8 i 15°5 9
Pole... .o 8 130 1595 13

West Coast.—Inspector Curtain, Queenstown, reports :— At Linda
the McDowell Prospecting Association has suspended operations,
pending the reconstruction of the company with a view of obtaining
more capital for its exploitation. At Harvey’s Creek, Mr. Davie, with
a mate, has continued prospecting on the old Coupon section, but up to
the present has discovered nothing of importance. Messrs. Nicholson
and Ellison, gold buyers in Queenstown and Linda, report the purchase
of 16 ounces, valued at £56, from 5 men, but in addition to these there
are others fossicking about Owen, Howard’s Plains, Lynchford, and
the upper branches of the Queen River; that would bring the total up
‘to a dozen men.
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Elliott Prospecting Association, Lynchford.—Mr. James Elliott
reports :—Work was started on the old Princess Company’s lease in
January. The work consists of cleaning out the main tunnel, and
removing old timber for three hundred fcet at this point. A small
chamber was cut und a winze sunk 40 feet. The reef came in on the
north side of the shaft, 25 feet down, but was small and poor. At the
bottom of the winze an old drive put in by the Princess Company was
met with., It was cleaned up and repaired for a distance of 75 feet.
The reef shews all along till the 75 feet point is reached, where it
breaks off. Fifteen feet east from this point a drive was put out north
for 16 feet. 1In this drive there is a fine body of stove abhout 4 feet
wide, in which a few colours of gold may be seen. Have driven N.W.
16 feet on this make of stone, where the reef is again broken.

TIN.
The statistics for this metal for the past quarter are as follow: —
Ore won. Value. Men employed.
tons, £ Europeans. Chinese:
Northern and Southern Division 12°08 1640 39
North-Eastern Division ......... 285°95 89,368 525 62
Eastern Division ........ .. 5630 7366 261 32
North-Western Division . .. 2566 44 858 503
Western Division ..... Eeive aid . B 5685 164
Totils—~a: Hradass 66798 98,017 1482 94
darkiints =T T fab

NorTH-WESTERN DIVISION.
The output has been as under:—

Ore won.

Rokis: Men employed..
Mt BissholF - 5issikeosisinrssiminnaseyns 210 420
Mt. Bischoff Extended .......ccccovnnnis 456 75
Weir's Bischoff Surprise.................. 5
W OTNDRE =00 cotviiiia e vess sussnive seaves 1 3
L T e R 2566 503
NorTH-EASTERN Di1vIisioN.
PioNeER aAND GrapsTONE DisTRICTS: —
Tin ore won. " Men employed.
tons. Europeans. Chinese.
Pioneer Tin Mine ........ 66 60
KBETPOS - iz ocivsavssaeein T 16 ¢
South Mt. Cameron ... 14°5 38
Garibaldi..........oooocieiinnn. 186 14
South Mt. Cameron Dredge... 2:75 18
Other CIMIME .iulsidiivrvnsines 27-20 66 37

Mothlfls .couiingdaanvsiin 113-4 208 37
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RincaruoMa DisTRICT: —
Tin ore won.

tons.
Hagnral s T e 0756
Bel HHL L i et 1:26
fther Blarng = o 1-8
Totals... ... SR e 3-8

DerBy DIsTRIOT: —
Tin ore won.

tons.
Briseis Tin Mines... e 135
“‘Clyde o 8
averley 1+4
‘Other Derby Claims woiiiiie 276
) T P ey ;3365

BranxaOLM DIBTRICT: —
Tin ore won,

tons.
Arba Tin Mine. ..ccooeee.creiiees 17:35
New Ruby Flat ......cconeeeee
“Other Claims ........ ST SR 2-8
PobRln G asiimriies 20-15

MooriNa. DISTRICT : —
Tin ore won,

tons.
Wilberforce Pump Co. ......... 2:60
Weld Tin Mine ....ccovvneeannen 2
Native Youth ...c..ccvovvevennnes 2:60
“Other Moorina Claims ......... 1-30
5 o R e soe 85
“Btraits Islands............... ke 45
Totals for North-Eastern
Division ..., e 285-95

EasTERN Division.

Tin ore won.

Weldborough Mines. tons.
Fancy Creek Co. ....oovvuernnns 1-55
Other Claims ................... 13-50

K e 15:05

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.
4
3
15 -
22

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.

145
b .
10 -
15 14
175 14

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese,
42
24 Jid
16 11

82 11

Men employed.
Europeans.’ Chinese.

9

12 ot
7
15
43
525 62

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese,

3

37 30
40 30
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" . Tin ore won, Men employed.
Lottah and Bive Tier Mines. tons. Europeans. Chinese:.
ADShOTINIIDE. .. ivs.sorsminnris 25-80 113
CRROIRY. . s ewegamiishs i faods pose 5 4 2
Totals.vi e 26:3 115 2
St. Helens Mines. ;
JeM Anbl s alinaniaa 2 3
A, Willimns ........ et el . 656 4 =3
J. C. Macmichael.........oseees 75 3 .
J. Bud.%eon ...................... 1:05 5 o
B L e Rt Nate et ‘05 i
NN st et b ‘65 4 o
R TR, o\ S vm s Le i snirs POGE 5-76 18 3
Totals ccreviviiian "o 10°8 38
Avoca Mines.
RN e ss s cass wnswens 70 4
GipplsiUresk: . sisssivyesasins *50 9
8. Esk 1-76 5
Foster 3 6
New Roy's-Hall iocii 20 8
Btory s Uredls.socvs < v 3 36 s
OtEIR .. oSt 4°15 68
Totals for Eastern Division 563 261 82:

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN DIivision.

Tin ore won. Men employed..

tons, Europeans.
Shepherd and Murphy Mine... 12-08 39

WestErN Division.

Tin ore won. Men empleyed..

Lons., Europeans.
Boulder ........ s Ve AR oo 7 14
Renison-Ball i niivviniiiss. 27 64
Montana Tin Syn......ccooneennnes 46 12
PBICERDCE: o ovsineiscisisrssassssnisons 12
84 62
Totals ....... 47" 164

.
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SILVER.

West CoasT.—The registered output of silver ore in theWesiern
Division for the quarter ending 31st March, 1912, is given below :—

delayed it three weeks.
ground, and progress

Zeehan Mines : Ore. Tons,
Zeehan-Montana SRIBIA ouciainiinenies 38086
Zeechan-Western 3y | wwmecsssasenenne  IAOEGHE

Ditto SOSBRAI -vovernes seses
Zeehan Queen galena ..ceeeisienenie 27
Mt. Zeehan (Tas.) S L 73

Ditto 115, S S 119
Oonuh PYTites ... cecsiens
South Comstock

Block 10 galend .oiueereenies 92
Tasmunian  Smelting

Co.’s Sections 55| s amviaaayiiy
Silver Queen Extd, G5 | issMevsrassEiers 17786

Dundns Mines :

N. Jupiter Er § Stk seapvessa s
Adelaide galena .....cooneene 120
Hercules zine-blende ......... 1083

Ditto sulphide.......coveee. 6758
Kapi galena
Zeehaun-Dundas e e
Ring Valley fahl ore ..e.eices
Comet QOSSAN  .evvvreemeennse D844

Ditto chlorides. ..ccsivsiine

Rosehery Mines :

Tasmanian Copper : Liaraursvnes
Primrose galphide .ce.iveiiiaaies 2410
Metals Extraction Co. ... ovevessvensins

At, Farrell Vines :

N. Mt: Farrell galens .iiiieeenes 4916

North Pieman : E
Chester Mine PyTites ...iievens vaves 2847

M¢t. Lyell :

Tasmun &Crown Lyell Ext.... ......ccoeeee. =

Sundries :

DU BIOn. oo covitereessensaranivsasares wwes ves
Tasmanian Smelting Co. ... =
ORNEIE it i i immndeds v ST

Total ..cevvveeess 20,350°-36

Value,
£7408
2166

218
990
162

1060

e

105

1624
2680
21,057

42909
8648

5068
1109

wes

£56,624

Men-
114
33

7
19
5
10

s

25
40

95
38
20

80
290
2

1020

Duxpas Districr.— Adelaide Mine.—Mr. G. Ahern, manager,

reports :—This mine is in full swing again; the breakage of the pum
West crosscut at No. 4 level is in very har
is slow. 1 expect to get a change here inside 20
feet. When the North drive at No. 4 is advanced another 30 feet I
intend crosscutting east from that point to the Anderson workings.
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Comet Mine.~Mr. G. Ahern, manager, reports :—This mine still
shews large reserves of fair grade fluxing material. The lower level is
being pushed ahead, and will soon be under the southern open cut.’

Zeehan and Dundas Mine.—Mr.T. H. Vincent, manager, reports:—
Pumping plant and capstan engine have been installed, mine unwatered,
an sinking resumed. The shaft is now down to 62 feet below No. 1
level, or 145} feet from the surface. Good progress is being made, and
the water is under easy control.

Mt. REeap Districr.— Hercules Mine.—Mr, C. H. Moxon,
-manager, reports :—During the quarter ore extraction has been contin-
uous, and the contract tonnages desired well maintained; 6758 tons of
lead sulphide ore were delivered to the Smelting Company’s works at
Zeehan, and 1083 tons of zinc blende were exported to Europe. The
chief supplies were drawn from the E lode ~topes, where substantial
quantities yet remain. The other ore bodies, with the exception of

awson’s workings, have not been utilised as much as nsunal.
Development work has been carried on, but not nearlv 10 the extent
desirable, aud consisted chiefly of the further exyloitation of the known
ore bodies. No new discovery of any importance was met with,

Tasmanian Smelting Company.—Mr. H. Harris, manager, reports: —
‘Ore bought durirg the quarter, 10.626 tous, containing 1140 tons lead,
149,942 oz. silver, 1532 oz. gold.

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN DI1vVISION.

Tons, Value. Men,
Round Hill Mine ..cccvvvevnviannns 74°6 £919 8

Mr. Lyert Districr.—Tasman and Crown Lyell FExtended.—
Inspector Curtain reports:—Underground work continues on the zine
galena deposit. A corcentrating plant, consisting of a rock-crusher,
rolls, jigs, 10-head mortar battery, classifying tanks, and concentrating
tables, has been erected, with an average of 20 men.

NorTeE-WESTERN Division.

Tons, Value. Men,
Magnet Mine....... Py 1148 £10,610 193
Victorian Magnet ......... i 6
1148 £10,610 199

L

; e
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COPPER.
Mt. Lyell Mine.—Mr. Robert Sticht, general manager, reports :—

Ores and metal-bearing fluxes treated at Reduction Works:—

Dry weight.
tons. ewt. gqr. 1b.
Mt. Lyell Mine ore ...cccveenrenees R S e T 35232 1 2 8
«-North Lyell Mine ore .........cccceeeriuneennnns A 21246 15 2 AU
PSRRI O10:: ooliv if6cos sumone tpensrwwnenssonnensrrns 27 14 3 0
Metal-bearing flux from Nth. Lyell Mine...... 64 - RS SRR
56,570 19 0 b
Number of men employed : —
At the Company’s Mt. Lyell Mine .......cccornen 264
o = North Lyell Mine..... ; 402
» ”" Crotty Leases .........coeeennen 23
— 689
y = Reduction Works.......... e .. 558
Raiiwa_v Department-—Mt. Lyell Railway ...... 124
= = North Lyell Railway... 16
— 140
Total aeietovammsacsssiivroniine 1382
Quantity and value of metal produced :—
Blister Copper, 1500 tons, containing—
Copper, 1482 tons, valued at...... . St v auds £99,382 18 5
Silver, fine, 102,454 0z., valued at............... 12,281 13 5
Gold, fine, 1858 oz., valued 8t .v.ersrsorerrens 7806 11 2
b b, G i R £119,561 3 0

- Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company’s Group.—Mr. Inspec-
tor Curtain reports :—At these mines and works matters are resuming
‘their normal conditions, and consequently extractions and production
follow. At the Mount Ly:ll mine the main incline hoist shaft is
-completed, and in commission down to the No. 8, or lowest level of this
‘mine, which, with the other two similarly equipped levels, provide the
chief complement of ore now obtained from these workings ; opera-
tions on the surface or “ open cuws ” being confined to one ore-face, the
-others supplying the mullock for filling tEe stope depletions below.

At North Lyell Mine, 22, 34, 40, and 41 stopes continue to open
satistactorily, while the balance of the others—particularly 19 and 20
-on the 850 feet level —maintain their usual quantities of high grade and
necessary ores and partial fluxes for the smelters. At the latter three
furnuces have been in blast, and their returns, followed by those at the
converters, have been satisfactory.
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At Lake Margaret more than passing attention has been paid to the
inception and installation of the proposed hydro-electric scheme, which
if completed must tend to reduce costs and materially assist the future
prosperity of this proprietary.

Lyell Blocks Mine.—The main shatt has attained a depth of 395 feet
below the Consols or lowest water level since this work was started,
with 24 men.

Darmin.—Mr. James Souter advises that 32 feet of driving and
cross-cutting have been added to their last work on the Darwin syndi-
cate sections in addittion to surface prospecting with two men.

NorTe-WESTERN DIVISION.

Tons. £ Men employed.
Murray’s Reward ............ 322 1971 30
Others (estimated) ............. 80
Potals . .asinascaseivyis veeenes 322 1971 110
COAL.

The output this quarter was 11,426 tons, against 13,410 tons the-
revious quarter. The output of the respective collieries was as
ollows : —

s Tons Value Men
Colliery. raised. at mine. employed..
£
Cornwall Colliery 5631 2534 65
Mt. Nicholas ,, 5187 2384 73
Enterprise H s hisieies 25 15 2
Spreyton e 237 165 6
Yoork Plaina. s 196 127 2
[llamatha e T R
Catamaran R 150 112 6
Mount Cygnet ,, et
Ida Bay b reiieaitaes
LR, i A e 11,426 £5287 154
BISMUTH.

The output of bismuth during the quarter was as follows: —

Tons. £ Men.

Shepherd and Murphy Mine ...... 2-54 996

—
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WOLFRAM.
The output of wolfram during the quarter was as follows: —
Tons, £ Men.
Avoca Mines............ s S 5-85 631

Shepherd and Murphy Mine .... 6:04 664

Lady Barron Mine ....ccevvennee. 075 75 3
Totala: <oy v 12-14 1370 3
OSMIRIDIUM.
The output of osmiridium during the quarter was as follows : —
oz8. £ Men.
Savage River District .......cooccviiiinin. 409 2067 100
e— — —

The following return shows the average number ot men employed in
or about the mines during the quarter ending 31st March, 1912 :—

District. European. ; Chinese. Total.

Northern and Southern ....... ...... 549 549
North=Rastern .......ccvsesvornrsases 526 i 62 588
e e S 414 | 32 446
North-Western ....ci.ccesecemncerennes 912 912
e e AR e R R 2604 ‘ 2604
Vokal i o 5005 94 5099

Value of mineral ontput per man :— £63 8s. 5:949d.

Dividends paid by mining companies during quarter ending 3lst
March, 1912 :—
3 M < HONT T T £i &k
rom Copper Mines:—
el

Mt. Lyell Mining & Ruailway Co., Ltd. ......
Frecm Tin Mines :—
Bischoff T.M. Co., Registered .................. 18,000 0 0
Pioneer T.M. Co., Ltd................ FEP 4031 0 0
B M BYOGICEAE o ivvess s iernein iasasrasens 3750 0 0
Total hiadaveel £25781 0 O

s s e s
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Aprenpix 1.

CLOTHIER'S QUARRY.

The quarry, a couple of miles west of Claremont station, is bein®
actively worked, and a regular output of lime established. The quality
of the product ensures a good demand for it by the city builders.

A north and south face has been opened along the base of Mt.
Faulkner, and is now being worked at a height of about 25 feet, in
stone which is dipping west into the hillside at a gentle angle. The
face is separated into two quarries by a fault which has displaced the
the beds on either side for a vertical distance of about 40 feet. The
beds, which were first worked in the lower and northern quarry, are
now being worked in the upper and southern one. The available fuce
will inerease in height as the workings are carried into the hll, when
the surcessive henches will be opened up. The underlay of the strata
into the hill is a shgnt disadvantage, but it is not anticipated that there
will be a troublesome accumulation of water. A band about 3 feet
thick, consisting of waste stone of a clayey nature, runs horizontally
through the entire quarry, and narrower bands of similar material
occur along the horizontal joints which separate the indifferent beds or
“tiers,” as they are called. This stuff is rejected in working.

Local experience indicates that the stone becomes more argillaceous,
as it extends into the hill, but the work seems as yet on too limited a
scale to enable any safe opinion on this point to be arrived at.

None ot the lime has been sold yet for manurisl purposes, and
erhaps the soil in the neighbourhood is already calcareous without
rther additions, but there must be a good deal of land in this part of

the country which would henefit by lime dressing. The stone which is
b;.illalg worked makes lime of excellent guality. It is full of fossil
shells.

The marine remains noticed in the limestone were protoretepora
ampla, fenestellae of various species, stenopora, a spinose productus,
spirifera Tasmaniensis, spirifera stokesii, spirifera duodecimeosiata
aviculopecten limaeformis, eurydesma cordatum.

Mr. R. M. Johnston, Government Statistician, has assisted in the
specific determinations. A little organically percipitated pyrite is
noticeable here and there, and in the unworked part of the quarry the
infiltrations of iron-bearing solations from the surface, following the
-course of vertical joints, has resulted in the deposition of limonite. A
little mild excitement has been caused by the movery of some copper
ore (bornite) in the lower quarry, and hopes were enterlained that a
anetalliferous vein might he found.

Afier close examination of the site of the discovery, I could come to
no other conclusion than that the ore found was an included boulder.
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The matrix in which it occurred is the lower marine linestone of the
perma-carboniferons system. This limestone is known to characteris-
tically contain stones foreign 1o the immediate locality, assumed to have
been transported by ice, and as a matter of fact, at Clothier's quarry it
frequently carries stones of quartz, porphyry, and granite. Stones of
copper ore therefore (a mineral known to occur at the Humboldt mine
bevond Tyenna) may also very well exist in the rock without, however,
giving any value to it as a source of copper.

W, H. TWELVETREES, Government Geologist.

Aprpenpix II.

Railton-Latrobe Shale Qil Company, No Liability.—~This proposi-
tion is now being placed on the market. The property is on the west
bank of the Mersey River near Railton, and comprises 1045 acres held
under mining lease. Previons optionees have expended a considerable
sum of money in carrying out boring tests with a view of determining
the limits of the shale seam on the property, and their manager (Mr. R.
W. Poweli, Junior) reports that he estimates the possible tonnage of
Tasmanite shale as disclosed by the bores at 1,963,197 tons. The
present vendor has had a dozen men at work on the leases near the
point selected for the first mining operations. Surveys have been
carried out, and about 80,000 brick for retorts und other buildings have
been made from the clay derived from the shaie capping. and things
are in a forward state for starling mine work us soon as the new com-
pany is floated. Some shailow excavations have shown the shale at
this spot to be of the usual quality, and the seam to have the same
characteristics as ({)revail throughout the shale area. The market pro-
ducts are intended to embrace fuel, oil, petrol, and turps substitute, and
it is anticipated that the shale residue after retorting will be disposable
as manure, &c. Firewood and mine timber are plentifal on the pro-
perty. Adit mining will be adopied and the retorts will be erected
within about two miles of the Railton railway-station,

W. H. TWELVETREES, Government Geologist.
Launceston, 6th May, 1912,

JOHN VAIL,
GOVERNMFNT PRINTER, TASMANIA,
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