


PROGRESS OF THE

MINERAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 3lst DECEMBER, 1912,

30th September, 1912 : —

Hobart, 13th Febraary, 1913.

Tue following table shows, as far as can be ascertained, the quantities
and values of metals and minerals raised during the quarter ending
3lst December, 1912, as compared with the previous quarter ending

L During the Quarter end-

ing 31st December, 1912,

During the Quarter end-
ing 30th September, 1912

Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value.

| £ I £
MGG WO - oiisiisiiinin oz. | T,774746 38,025 8808172 37,i97
Silver-lead Ore produced tons | 22,100°684 | 71995 | 24,074'474 83,621
1 Blister Copper produced ,, 474 43,608 1832 | 162,450

Copper Ore and Copper ‘

proguced. i e ias 5 | 275 1633 924°6 4007
Tin Ore produced.. w Ty 1121'26 169,774 9817 143,507
3 Coal Paised...cocc.inenssnns .| 12,763 5832 14,685 (744
Wolfram Ore produced... ,, 232 2150 16 [ 1504
Bimmtth ooivene soiihls & ‘ 15 540 18 | 410
Osmiridium .......ccccoeee 0Z, | 142°66 1087 86:58 580
J 920,734 440,620

* Fine gold, including gold contained in blister copper and silver-lead bullion.

T Value of gold contents deduected.
t Value at pit’s mouth,

B48596



2 THE MINERAL INDUSTRY

GOLD.

During the past quarter 2535 ozs. gold were obtained from quariz,
il

242:11 oz. trom a

uvial. 240885 oz. by means of the cyanide and

chlorination processes, 1177 oz. from blister copper from the Mt. Lyell
Mining and Railway Company Limited, and 1443 oz. from the silver-
lead bullion from the Tusmanian Smelting Company’s Works, Zeehan,

valued at £33,025.

The following table shows the quantities obtained from the various
sources on the different fields during the period under review, together
with the totals for the corresponding period for 1911, and the previous
quarter ending 30th Septemb r, 1912 :—

Totals

| Gold obtained during the Quarter ending 31st l
December, 1912, | Totals | for
A = | corre= | Quarter
s 0 @ -k 1 =8 'sponding | ending
St E = ?_E § £7= TorAL: Quarter, 30th
| =5 | & | B33 | %E5|=2& L
| - < | B 1912.
‘ 0z, z 0% 0Z. 0Oz, 0. 0Oz, 0Z.
Bencoustield| 2535 2290 4825 | 4842 4845
Mathinna & | :

Mangana. ness| .. e85 | 8165 | 474
Mt. Victoria ! ‘ {
Warrentinng| ... |127°96 127:96 | 9686 | 9365
Mt. Cameron ) : |
Letroy ...... 7 g
b A E 1 e l
Lilydale...... 968 | 96-80 32 54
Golconda § |
West Coast. 17:35 | 1177 | 1433 | 262736 7665 | 38748

Torass| 2535 [242:11 2408:35 1177 | 1483 |7795°46 | ...
Totals cor- |

responding [

Quarter, | ‘

1911.........|3019'05 17846 \1931‘65 o 5129°16 e
Totals  for \

Quarter

endin

380th Sept.,

1912.........12624-4 [181°45 [2266 | 2315 | 1526 . | 891285

Value, £33,025; equal to 7774746 oz. fine gold



OF TASMANIA. 3

BeaconsrieLp.—The quarter’s statistics for the district are as
follow :— :

Gold produced. Men smployed.
oz.
Tusmanis Mine........ TSRS 4825 441

Tasmania Mine.—Twelve thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven
tons of quartz crushed, and 4825 oz. of gold obtained (by amalgama-
tion and cyamde process), which makes a total of 982,587 tons quartz
crushed, and 808,255 oz. of gold obtained since the mine was first
started.

Lerroy.— The quarter's statistics are as follow :—

Men employed.

Creek Cyanide
G 18

LisLe, Gorconpa, &c.—96'8 ounces of gold have been won from
these fields. Six men have been employed.

RiNcarooms.—102:95 ounces were obtained from this district by
‘seven men.

Alluvial Gold and Dredging Companies—Gold has been obtained
by the following companies in streaming tin :—

Standard Gold.
0Z.
South Mt. Cameron Dredge .........cccooorsninannnncnnn
South Mt. Cameron T.M. Co. ...ccoovvmvrirniiinirncsrnrinnns - 69
BREmE TR orrssrrosircunssiorsisiasihis R L P L 18-11
b 1 e 25-01

MaTHINNA AND MANGANA.— The quarter’s statistics are as follow :—

Gold
produced. Men
0Z.
11835

6
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West Coast.——Mr. Inspector Curtain reports :—

MecDowell Prospecting Association, Linda.— Mr, Michael Cunning-
ham, manager, reports that operations have been carried on in the
lower tunnel. Two wen employed.

Mr. Ellison, registered goldbuyer at Linda, purchased 13:15 oz. of

alluvial gold, five men being employed in its recovery. There are
four men out at Conglomerate Creek and Flannigan’s Flat.

The miners working for osmiridium in the Savage River district
obtained 42 oz.

TIN.

The statistics for this metal for the past quarter are as follow :—

Ore won. Value. Men employed.
tons. -3 Europeans. Chinese.

Northern and Southern Division 13-7 1915 41
North-Eastern Division ........ . 526-25 83,672 661 74
Eastern Division .................. 10865 16,824 314 32
North-Western Division ......... 391 56,857 599
Western Division ......ccco.veiee . B1-66 11,006 202

TPotls ...ouniisainag 1121-26 169,774 1817 106

NorTE-WESTERN DIvVISION.

The outpat has been as under :—

Or:);: '.m‘ Men employed.
LSRG & 1 e i v ediaiss 300 460
Mt. Bischoff Extended ........c.ccone 43 85
Weir's Bischoff Snrpnse ............. Jeans 6 6
Wombat  .oucovesesrnsensnisnionses 1 5
Ringtail ... 55 9
Waratah Alluvial 6 4
Mt. Cleveland (6 months; 205 30

Totals..........

.
H
H
:
w
=]
—
en
=]
U=]

|
|

-



OF TASMANIA.

Norta-EAsTERN Division.

Proneer AND GraDsTONE DISTRICTS : —

Tin ore won. Men employed.
tons. Europeans. Chinese.
Pioneer Tin Mine .......cccceuue 145 75 Sike
gy ARt SO 4-25 17 o
South Mt. Cameron ............ 314 34
GanbRIAL s e 45 12 1
Cliftonr Creek .......ccoccovvenvees 431 26
L e e e 14-35 11 20
Other Claims 29-95 ¢ TSR 26
Popals i vl 27255 =87 47
RincarvomMa DisTRICT : —
BOUCERL vrsuns-eronnaseaarasssnaninas 1-5 4
Bal,. .. o yoaeioisasvenanscn 225 4
W, Chorley.....coconveneens 2-45 2
Other Claimg ......cccovevereeanee 5-7 28 1
i 1, e A e SR R . 11-9 38 1
DerBy DisTRICT:—
Briseis Tin Mines...... ......co0es 133-85 140
CE i 1-85 3
NVERVEHIIE oo sacsioninnnsssiiesss 425 7 -
Other Derby Claims ............ 1515 41 19
TFOLRIN ot e consssunuisidias 156-1 191 19

BranxaoLm DisTRICT : —

Arba Tin Mine .. iviess 33-05 46
New Ruby Flatl ......cc0nee0 2005 18
Mt Sthonach - —.nuivasiia. 2 4
Other ClRImE S e irssssases 675 45 7

Totale! N et 61-85 113 7




6 THE MINERAL

MooriNna DISTRICT :—

Wilbertorce Pump Co. .........
Weld Tin Mine .uceeeccecenccaces
Native Youth ...
New Banch....c.ccocaveeesssrannes
Other Moorina Claims

Straits Islands........ ron

Totals for North-Eastern
Division

EasTErRN DIVISION,

Tin ore won.

Weldborough Mines.

Fancy Creek Co. ..oooovineenens
Other Claims

Lottah and Blue Tier Mines.
Anchor Mine ....coveevimeceanns
Others ..... b siEe ey

Potals....crcasurssassss

St. Helens Mines.
MeAuliff ..ocovcanenamasnannnanee
M. Hartnett......... P I
J. C. Macmichael .........ccoens

C. Miller ..ccocoveenes e
Others
Totals..ccuue. RSl ok
Avoca Mines.
DeRITE .oasssssins RN S :
Gipp's Ureek... coveeenciienns

South Esk  .cocvenressanennne
FOSLEI'S euressas sasermnsnsnsnanns
New Roy’s Bl Gt
Story’s Creek.....cooevoeiiens

TotalB.coieeeivesss
Schoutens ..ievereses b el s

Totals for Eastern Division

Tin ore won,

tons.
4°05
86
1-65
565

526-25

|

tons.
410
279

32

47-15

INDUBTRY

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.
8
156
5
12
12 xaw

Men employed.
Europeans. Chinese.

8

44 30
52 30
144
3 2
147 2
2 abe
2 :
2 o
2 g
4 -
23 2
35 o
12 .
10
6 :
10 "
4 o
36 :
78
2
814 32
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NORTHERN AND SoUTHERN DivIision,

Tin ore won. Men employed.

tons, Europeans.
Shepherd and Murphy Mine... 13 33
Squlh .............. — 5
I T T T o L b 0-7 3
13-7 41

WEesTERN Division.
Tin ore won. Men employed.

Lons, Europeans.
Rauldepi el ... 0 3 ranEh ek 106-%5 30
Benigon. Bell ool 34 51
Montana Tin Syndicate ......... 11:76 16
Others. ..oircvsmms o BNl ol 25-15 1056
DRI ss e 81-66 202

The Agent-General (Sir John McCall) has communicated to the
Hon. the Minister for Mines the following information respecting a
process for extracting tin from tailings, &ec., which he obtained in con-
versation with the patentee, Mr. Richards, who was introduced by Mr.
Lempriere, who is to have the Australian rights.

It is a chemical process, and the patentee claims that he can produce
metallic tin equal to full assay return at a cost of from 7s. to 8s. per
ton of material treated. He mixes with ordinary battery tailings 5 per
cent. of common salt (NaCl), 5 per cent. of charcoal, and a small
amount of bromine. Heat the mixture to 1600 F. for from three to five
minutes.

Volatilise the whole ot the tin into brick flues, passing through
exhauster and scrubbers. The greater portion falls as a dry, white,
powder (Sn Cl,), the balance as staunic chloride (Sn Cl,), which is
easily soluble in water. The stannous chloride (Su Cl,) dissolves in
a very weak acid solution.

In neutral or alkaline solutions tin comes down as oxide of tin; by
a number of simple processes the tin may be obtained from the oxide.
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SILVER.

Wesr Coast.—The registered output of silver ore in the West-
ern Division for the quarter ending 3lst

December, 1912, is given

helow :—

Zeehan Mines : Ore Tons Value. Men,
Zeehau-Montana T TR T 308-78  £6512 145
Zeehan-Western 2 PG S LT 83-83 1717 30
Zeehan-Queen L R, SN 756 260 4

Ditto galena 48 620 5
Mt. Zeehan (Tas.) 3 80 1068} 20
Ditto flux and tailings... 1750 1209 § -
Oonah pyTiten’ ... 1134 710 30
South Comstock § 5 209 102
Block 10 § ZAleng i, 21 201 §
Balstrups SRR T 11-087 198
Dundus Mines :
Adeluide PRIBHEN §ou i cdeuvansens 3055 1776 40
Hercules sulphide....... i, 6896-0~75 20,157 109
Zeehan-Dundas sleia Ll 112 2814 34
Ring Valley fabiltare S G0l o 150 2200 16
Comet CossaN ... : 3795 3164 28

Rosebiry Mines :

Tasmanian Copper sulphider. . ceusesaiiiie 100 525 6
Primrose g eednsaNaaesss 24613 9845 27
Metals Extraction Co. ... - 75

Mt. Farrell Mines :

N. Mt. Farrell galena ... vee D434 6314 108
Sterling Valley S L 205 194 18

North Pieman :

Chester Mine PYFItEa st v 2163 747 4

Mt. Lyell :

Tasman & Crown Lyell Extd.  .......ooeiiis

Sundries :

Dunkley Bros. .c..ccccoiiviveissmiasisissasiee 88
Tasmanian Smelting Co. ........cccoeevinianenes 300

o OREIE TN R vsesaes seatasaatitnas 30
Total ............ 21,088 4845 £60,333 1168

ZeEuan Districr.— Zeehan- Montana Mine.—Mr. John Craze,
manager, reports :—The exploratorv work at present is being conducted
on No. 4 lode, Nos. 4, 5, and f ievels. This is on a new make of ore
found scuth of the middle slide. Rises have been put through from
No. 6 to No. 4 levels, and good ventilation established. Stoping is
being carried on at Nos. 2, 8, 4, 5, and 6 levels on Nos. 2 and 4 lodes.
No. 6 lode.—Tunnel has been re-opened and repaired for a length of
244ft., and stoping is now being conducted on silver-bearing gossan
ore, ;
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Zeehan-Western.—Mr. Johu Craze, manager, reports :—No. 1
Shaft.—At this part of the mine we are engaged exiending the No. 3
tunnel westerly t prospect the grouud west of the main lodes, and
particularly to cut No. 5 lode at the sovih boundary shatt. The south
drive on No. 3 lode is being extenied. Lode very small and poor.
Stoping operations are being carried on ar Nos. I, 2, and 3 lodes, Nos.
1 and 2 levels.

Mr. Rean bistrier.— Hercules  Mine.—Mr. C. H. Moxon,
manager, reports : —1 have nothing of especial interest to report.  All
works are being conducted smovthly and with safety, und the ordinary
routine production is being maintained.

Ring Valiey Mine.—Mr. John Moyle, agent, reports:—Have
extended a drive from the level of the underhand stope north of shatt,
130 feer level, 22 feet, making total distance 144 feet. Lode poor.

. Huve also taken out a stope 40 feet long over back of north drive.
Lode 4 inches wide of copper pyrites, An intermediate drive has been
put in north between the 50 feet and 130 feet levels, 63 feet. A little
fahl ore has been won from this drive. Lode, however, is very patchy.
A drive bas also been put in south at the same ievel ; total distance of
drive, 30 feet. Lode, 4 inches of rich fall ore. The ore in this drive
continued for 20 teet ‘long, the remaining 10 feet being pvor. Work
now in progress. Stoping over back of south intermediate lode ; 4 inches
wide of fair-grade fahl ore. Have also started a leading stope along
back of drive, 130 feet level trom shatt. North lode 2 feet wide, and
poor at present, but likely to improve when stope is advanced further
north. The ore being mined from here is antimony.

RoseBeEry Disrricr.—Tasuanian Copper Mine,—Mr. George
Barker, manager, reports :—7The Tasmanian Metal Extraction Com-
pany will take ore at the rate of 150 tons per week for the first three
months for treatment, and after that period T hope to be i tull swing.

Primrose Mine. —Mr. George Burker, manager, reports :—Stoping
out ore is the only work in progress. The lode is very regular, and the
-ore is of good grade.

M. Farrerr Disveict.— North Mt, Farrell Mine.— Mr. L. C
H. Woodroffe, manager, reports :  During the quarter ended Decem-
“ber 31, 1912, 3426 tous of ciude ore were mined and treated, resulting
in the production of 5434 tons of marketabe ore. Tlhe bulk of the
supplies have been drawn from the hottom level-——No. 5—where a
‘substantial tonnage of milling ore remains to be extracted. Develop-
ment work has been retarded through scarcity of labour The chiet
work of this nature carried out has been the completion of <haft sinking,
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the cutting ot plats, and crosscutting at No. 6 level. This level is 130
feet below the lowest adit level. The main—No. 3—lode has recently
been cut at this level ut 34 feet east from the shaft, and where inter-
sected by the crosscut consists of a formation 6 feet wide, carrying 3%
feet of fair quality milling ore. i

Tasmanian Smeltimg Company.— Mr. H. Harris, munager, reports :—
Ore bought during the quarter, 13,640 tons, containing 1319 tons lead,
176,683 ozs, silver, 1450 oz. gold. Exported 1490 tons bullion, con-
taining 1436 tons lead, .65,461 ozs. silver, 1433 oz gold.

NorrH-WESTERN Division.

Tons, Value. Men.
Magnet Mine......  ....., 943 £10,578 180

NORTHERN AND SoUTHERN Division,

Tons. . Value. Men,
Round Hill Mine .............c....  120°2 s £1084 12
COPPER.

Mt. Lyell Mine.—Mr. Robert Sticht, general manager,reports: —
Ores and metal-bearing fluxes treated at Reduction Works : —

Dry Weight.,
tons, ewt: qr. o
ME Lyall: Mineiore .. 5ol dnii s i s 28,546 9 15722

North Lyell Mine ore ........ccccvvvervieceiieenen. 4268 13 2 19
Metal-bearing flux from Lyell Tharsis Mine... 12,335 4 2 1

4546 7 2 W

Number of Men employed :—
At the Company’s Mt. Lyell Mine ................ 392
A % North Lyell Mine.............. 93
P ot Crotty Loases ........ icvivinn 22
o bl Lyell Tharsis Mine .......... 16
< ad Lyell Comsteck Mine....... 29
H8Y
- " Reduction Works............. e 764
Ruilway Department-—-Mt. Lvell Railway ...... 132
3 5 North Lyell Railway... 17
— 149

R S T 1495
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Quantity and value of metal produced :—
Blister copper, 474 tons, containing—

Copper, 467 tons, valued at...... ........... £37,827 0 0
Silver, fine, 48,283 oz., valued at ............... 5870 8 2
Gold, fine, 1177 oz., valued 8t ......... c.ocen. 5002 5 0

TOtRl v ohiiies s sess cvevvnin £ ER000 Y2

NoTE.—The above figures show a decrease of 23°985 tons of ore from the Mount
Lyell Mine, and 27 %18 tons from the North Lyell Mine, and a decrease in the value
of the metal produced of £123,580 1¢s. 10d., as compared with the quarter ending

30th September, 1912, This is accounted for by the fact that during nearly the

whole of the quarter the mines were practically idle owing to the lamentable
disaster which occurred at the North Lyell Mine on the 12th October, through a fire
oceurring in the pump-house ar the 700-teet level. Nearly 100 men were entombed,
49 of whom succumbed to the poi~onous fumes of carbon monoxide gas. In order to
extinguish the fire the mine had to be flooded with water,

The Inspector ot Mines, Queenstown, reports as follows :—

Lyell Blocks Copper Mine.~Mr. Ferguson reports that his work
has been confined to sinking the main shaft, which has been deepened
30 feet, and now totals 1050 fzet from the surface. At the 1000-feet
level u 14-feet chamber has been cut oar, and a crosscut driven 37 feet
to the western boundary that separates those workings from that of the
Mt Lyell Mining and Railway Company’s North Lyell Mine, with
24 men.

Luate Lake Jukes Proprietary Mine, or S:ction 4019.—Mr. James
Souter. the present lessee, reports that work was commenced on the
11th of November, and directed to putting the camp in order, and
opening a surface face on a pyritic body over No. 2 adit, in addition to
clearing up the latter, and repairing its truck-road preparatory to

driving south, in order to get under the ore body proved by the winze

from No. 1 adit. Three men have been regularly employed.

Norte-WESTERN DIvVIsIioN.

Tons. L Men employed.
Murray’s Reward (Balfour)... 261 1308 31
Others (estimated) (Balfour) ey 100
Jusper Co. (Heazlewood)...... 14 325 10
Totals .o.oorenenncnanss BT aTRTTh 275 1633 141

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN DI1VISION.

Tons. £ Men employed..
Mt. Mueller Mine ........ccoeee. gis 8
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COAL.

The output this quarter was 12,763 tons, against 14,685 tons the
previous quarter. The output of the respective collieries was as

follows :—

: Tons Value
Colliopy: raised. at mine.

£

Cornwall Colliery ............ 5165 2324
MEINIichalass -, 71 e 7077 3185
Fnterprise i - laih el wis s
Spreyton wetd| GeEnn 274 178
NorEePlsiiia /- o0 SERET 147 95
IHamutha R 30 15
‘Catamaran 53
Mt. Cygnet AR RS 70 35
OIS s ivan atvaiens 12,763 £5832

SHALE.

Men
employed.

"W\'IE %g

2|
< Wi

I!

Two men were employed at the Railton- Latrobe shale oil works.

£

500
40

£

1410
610
30
100

Men.

I

Men.

BISMUTH.
The output of bismuth during the quarter was as follows:—
Tons.
Shepherd and Murphy Mine ...... 1-4
Lady Barron Mine ......-..cooemeeas 0-1
Potala . iliiilicuinkenivee 5
WOLFRAM.
The output of wolfram during the quarter was as follows:—
Tons.
Avoch Mines.........seees0, SPETOTAE, ] i 141
Shepherd and Murphy Mine......... 61
Iris Mine ......ees o VIR R o0 00 0-3
Lady Barron Mine ..ocoovveneniiiines 2:F
Totel®: cniviiiveun vEg R 23-2

* Shown in tin returns.

2150

[ P
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! OSMIRIDIUM.
The output of osmiridium during the quarter was as follows:—
ozs, £ Men.
Savage River District ... 142-66 1087 100
——— — —

The following return shows the average number of men employed
in or about the mines during the quarter ending 3lst December,

1912 :—
District. Europeans, Chinese. ‘ Total.
|
| [
Northern and Southern ............... 547 : 547
North-Eastern .........cecevvevecciacanas | 668 74 ‘ 742
) TR b A radiatsdn st i 445 32 [ 477
NOPSh=WaslOIN +vvvunnesasnecersssoassee , 920 . ' 920
T e A e ] | ' 2008 ; 2003
Toball s e iia el 5488 1 106 5580

Value of mineral output per man :—£58 19s. 11-27d.

Dividends paid by mining companies during quarter ending
31st December, 1912 :—

From (,opswr Mines ;: —
Mt. Lyell Mining & Railway Co. Ltd. ..... . Nil

Frcm Tin Mines :—

Mt. Bischoff Tin Mining Co. ........... cevees 21,000 0 0O

Pioneer Tin Mxmng Coolldd. ool iavavonsse 14,108 0 0

Arba Tin Mining Co. N.L. .eccoverernnnniinse 1500 0 0

Briseis Tin and General Mining Co. Ltd.... 11,250 0 0

Aberroe Tin Mining Co. .......ccevrevrnnnnnnnne 519 0 0O

South Mt. Cameren Tin Mining Co. ......... 2400 0 0

New Ruby Flut ......ccv cenennes ME AT Ay 609 0 0

i Mahtanh Tin M6 ..coiviceresnissnsnsrmnashivg 840 0 0O

ﬂ B MUY RAlcate L. oo 3500 0 0

. 55,726 0 ©
From Coal Mines—

CormWRIl OBl Tl00 v i v ovs venssnsnavansnsedd 906 0 0

..  £56632 0 O

— e
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Appenpix I,

Geological Survey Office,
. Launceston, Tasmania,
January 2, 1913.
DEAR Sir,

Having just returned from making geological examinations of the
localities of Wynyard and Preolenna, I beg to submit the following
epitome of the conclusions reached. My full report will follow as soon
as it can be completed, but I am able to make the following definite
statements :—

Wynyard.— After a careful examination of the country at Wynyard
and in its immediate vicinity, it is apparent that no coal-bearing strata
exist there.

Pre-Cambrian rocks are represented, which never carry coal seams.
‘Tertiary strata are abundant, but these carry no real coal, merely
lignite or brown coal, which is valueless for fuel purposes. Permo-
| carhoniferous strata are certainly in evidence, but the coal-bearing series
of this system are wholly missing, the only members present being the
basal conglomerates, which geologically are lower than the coal
horizon. The Mesozoic system, which carries the East Coast coal
seams, is entirely absent.

What have been mistaken for indications of the existence of coal
seams are simply loose pieces of coal met with in post-holes and river
banks, and in the Tertiary strata. Thesa have in all likelihood been
derived from the seams of coal which oceur in the hinterland, as it coal
measures ever existed around the site of the township they have long
since been removed by denudation.

I cannot, therefore, recommend the expenditure of any money for
boring in this locality, as there is not the slightest chance of coal
seams being found.

Pirevlenna Coal Sections.—The coal mining sections held at the
present time are five in number, viz. :—4970-m (320 acres), 4967-m
(320 acres), 5704-m (320 acres), chartered in the name of W. D. Weston,
and 5964-m, 5965-M (both 240 acres) in the name of A. L. M. Graue.
These comprise a total area of 1440 acres. There is another section,
4969-M, ut present vacant, which, after being encroached upon by agri-
(lzgl;ural settlements, has now dwindled from an original 306 acres to

acres.

These sections are at present reached by road from Wynyard ina
southerly direction for 19 miles, Nine miles of this road is metalled
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but the remaining 10 miles are formed but not metalled. A spring-
.cart can, however, now go right to the mine workings, and with con-
tinued dry weather a bullock team may be got through.

There is certainly coal here of first-class quality. There are a large
number of outcrops extending for over two miles in a north-easterly
direction, and apparently for a considerable distance westerly in the
direction of their dip.

[ cannot say with certainty how many seams really exist until I
correlate the whole of my data, but there are certainly two 2-feet ~eams
of excellent coal. opened up by means of a shaft 50 feet deep and a
tunnel 206 feet long, which, in my opinion, would pay for working,
provided a tramway were available flt))r trunsport to Wynyard. In
addition there is a 15-inch seam between the two former seams, which
would also pay for working under similar conditions.

There are other seams at present undeveloped, but a fair tonnage
would be available from the three seams alone.

The extension of the seams westwards is a matter about which, in
the writer's opinion, there ix very little doubt, but to conclusively prove
it 1 would recommend that the owners put down three bores, one iu the
northern portion of Section 4967-m, one in the north-eastern corner of
4970-»1, and the third on the north side line of 5965-m. These bores
would settle the question definitely.

The coal seams also probably extend still farther west to the southern
side of the Campbell %ange, and this ares is decidedly worth pros-
pecting,

Assuming the continuance of the coal seams u mile west of the out-
crops, which in my opinion is quite legitimate, there would be available
from the two 2-feet seams more than a couple of million of tons oi coal
which would command a high market price.

Over £2000 trom first to last have been expended in prospecting and
.opening up the property, but the absence of tramway facilities has
hitherto been a bar to the raising of coal.

‘Lhere is a very large expanse of excellent milling timber in this
.district which awaits means of transit to render it available. Stringy
bark of gigantic size occurs in extensive belts ; celery-top pine, black-
wood, and myrtle are also preseut in large quantities.

A tramway constructed from Wynyard to section 4967-m, tor which a
route of good grade has been indicated (between 13 and 14 miles in
length), which will be shown on the maps to accompany my full report,
would make this coal and timber available.

Tl};e full report I hope to be able to submit to you within three
weeks.

I have the honour, &e.,

LOFTUS HILLS, M.Sc,
Assist. Govt. Geologist.



16 ' THE MINERAL INDUSTRY.

ArpEnDIx 11,

State Mining Engineer’s Office,
Zeehan, 4th January, 1913,

Report 1.

The following is the report for the work done during the month of
December, 1912 :— 3

General—A room for offices was placed at our disposal by the
Commissioner at the Courthouse, Zeehan, and this has been equipped
with office furniture, and will be used as headquarters for all the work
to be carried out.

Zechan Prospecting.—Only one party was started here during the
month, Their work has consisted 1n trenching across the main course
of the lode in the southern portion of the Florence property. The lodes
in this property were cut off or displaced by a fault 10 the south, the
line of which bears about N. 68° W., and the object of the work is to
pick up the lode south of this fault. In all 861 feet of trenching 10 bed-
rock were completed, but so far this work has been without tavourahle
result.

Arrangements have been made to put several parties on to the work
around Zeehan with the new year. .

Prospecting Parties.—The time was too short before the holidays to
start any parties, but arrangements have been made to have parties at
work early in the new year—(l) North of the Pieman at Renison
Bell, (2) south of Mt. Zeehan, (3) west of Mt. Darwin, (4) tewards
Point Hibbs.

The country that is being opened up by a track cut from Crotty
rowards the Frenchman’s Cap was examined, but it was decided not to
send a party out here until the Franklin River was bridged. This
bridge should be completed ahout February next.

State Battery —An examination has been made of the country
between Renison Bell and X River, and it has been found possible to
connect up the various mining properties at these two places to a
central point, where a battery can be erected. A report has been
furnished on this matter dealing with the whole question of the erection
of a State hattery.

0id Tracks.—Arrangements have been made to open up an old
track from Darwin to the Andrew River, and this will be done by two
men, who will also prospect the route.



e ——

T

OF TASMANIA, 17

Point Hibbs Track.—A good start has been made on this track,
which will open up the Point Hibbs copper country, and also serve as
the commencement of the track from Macquarie Heads to Port
Davey. Double Cove, distant 12 miles from Strahan, and about half
way down the southern shore of Macquarie Huarbour, was taken as the
base of operations, and since this work will be of a permanent nature,
a small jetty has been thrown out, and a hut and store erected on the "
shore close to it.

Double Cove is a small inlet offering complete shelter in any
weather to boats up to 8 feet draught, and capable, at a moderate cost,
of being made a perfect little harbour for larger crait.

From this base an exploratory track has been carried back some
three miles, which, with a few diversions, can be made into an efficient
pack-track. This track should reach the sea in a total distance of
about five miles, and will then be extended south along the coast.
Ultimately it will be continued to Port Davey, and equipped with
telephone line by the Federal authorities.

HARTWELL CONDER, Siate Mining Engineer.

 The Secretary for Mines, Hobart.

JOHN VAIL,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TABMANIA
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