beg lenve to report tha. I left Launceston on 20th ultime forx
where, Wy aprointment I met Mr, M'Arthur, Police Vagi ntrn,te,
Todley, tua Lietrknt Suryeyor., After confer=ing with *‘hem upe
ioue reports of gold having been discovered on Lue Lhuver Forth
: ed it mnnecessary to delay my visit te the Inglie, where it
anncunced in & recent Hobart Town newap:per that = large party

om Circular Head were cbiaining gold at the rate of hulf an
» day Der man,

8 Lhabie Lo ses LY, lette until the 22nd, as he w as Ln ihe
Ri1s party clearing the track to the Fiver Calder, On the
companied by wr, Letter, and one man to carry tent, provisicns
proceeded to thal river, where 1 undersiccd the f;‘ig-::e-rs ‘o be
= the gqistance eatims\ e¢ by Hr, Lette st 16 to 20 miles frem
For the firet 7 milew tne route wsr easy on hurccbuck, but
track ceased, and tune rest of che way wap through the ususl
rest of nyvrtle, soebAiras, eiringy »arx, ferntrece, etclp -
ling Aifilcubt, ar no fires hed for very many years, if ever, pas-
gnt he foreat, e ancamped at the junetion of ‘he Rivars Cal-
,-.ngu_-a-, but could findgnoe diggers,

gxt day, by proceedine abdout half = mile up the Cal der, we cune

@ yince vhepe the Circulsr Head p=rty (ng it was cnlled] had been
but no one was there, snd | afterwardn leagred that they had
ue by sanother track througn the fopest on the 23rd, This 1 rve-
extremely, a= 1 wss moet anxioue o have seen them work ocut a
two of situfi, Here 1 found they rad made & dom =froee the xiw
feet long, a race 340 feet, to carry off tihe wafer of the river
" lesve 1ts oved Ary, n~nd spouting, made of enwp timber cut on the
40 feet long irn.which to was the stuff, After expending #o0 much
i lebewur in trhese worag, 1 regretted te iearn (et the party con-
ten ger, had determined 1o abandon them, as lne totel quantiy
ptalued by the whole pearty did not exceed one pennyweignt sltb-
Having taken p tickasxe, sbovel, and tin disb with ve ¥r, Lette
Gut severzl dishes of soil and gravel from the most likely places
4 gold, In every dish some gol d was found, byt the gquertity wae
L1, and the particles exceedingly minute, ifter sperding some
-m Gelder we returned to Inglie, where dr, Lette washed cut eed
hes from the plsces where had previously obtaineﬂ gela, Tce
ﬁ#ntinuoa exceseively minute, =nd verying in number to twenty per
geven or eight large holes nzd been dug varying in depth from 7
2ot to tne blue cley and rock below, 80 I think the rpot hrs been
tried, slthough 1 sm inforved some men intend to give it » furthe

I do not think that gold will be found in sufficient guantity to

Yy the labour expended in e tsining it, ®romw the exce dingly min-

character of all the epecks obtained Ly me, 1 thirk it probable it

. been brought down the rivers from some considerable distance; and
if & payavle goldéfield exist in thisquanbeéex, it will bhe found max

m south on Campbell's Range, Csmpbell's Range (omkkted by

m the recent Map) ie a range of hills runnineg for many miles pap

; end north of the River Hellyer, and i s the range from which

inglis and Cslder must take their rise, To this range, thares

ve directed the attention of bvoth Yessrg, Lette and o, P, Roma

dis sud Lalderm Lhe otieer to proceed uv the Hellyer on its

Cil’ﬂﬂ ar Head, | 2nd .Tanu&x-‘? ’ 13‘6

tre one to examine the porthern flanks yielding the he=d water
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inge ,and the stresne running from it inso the Hellyer,~ ns
videsg the waterecrunning into ZTass'z Strsit from thonss run-
12 wast by the Hellyer,

1 mee 1o reanson whatever at present to sxcludc the lundas of tnie A&
@t from the operation of the lL,ands Act, of to include them mronget
1d-bearing.* W¥thin a week or two Nr, Lette's trooi will give
eeor to the Caider, m 28 a great part cf it ir wide encugh flor a
gk dray; and ss a considerable portion of ine land turougn wiich
track pueses i of good gquality, with timber of a superior choraci-
r splitiing, I imagine that the grester portion will e purcrase? &
early sy, 2 entirely concur in the opinion expresecd by Mr,
in the éth psragrapn of hia letter 6o the Burveyor-Generz=l, Anted
November 1=st, On the subjeci of land2, ronds, and @ri:‘gaa how-
y 1 8231l =0 ress you apparately.

] know that nothing nas 20 mucn retarded sthe settlement of the coa
lands, generally as ij2 want oY 2van 2 bridie r3ad; ae foem ex-
nee, 1 know thset very many persons have deelined taking land De-
m\u airea v geviLled jor ths reancn that they hava 0o scgcess, and
arguad inat to maske a road would+ exhaust their means, and laave
‘lncapabae oL 1mprovang ke lasnd when thay bad acquared it.”

1 have reguested Ny, Lette not to cut the track beyand the (Calder
mi present, the distance wo which Irom ¥ynyard I estimate at con-
rably dees than ur, Lette; but when compieted the emact distance

al “be nummnnd It is slmost, or quite, impossible to estimale Lue
sLance Lravellod in thnes=e denge aoreaqa with any approach to socmraey.

., Létte has procesged Lo axamine C=anbell Range, intending, if
n:l.'b!.c,to paz® turough Dipwood,Warsh, which has not beeon via1tm§ RO

* as 1 know, wminece 1527, in that year Mr, Hellyer ilssoribas it mue
extenszive fiat, four or five miles in leu;thm and ahous half s mile
with sbundengs of fresh young grass and hervage, (a2l though very
};" and &3 open grassy land 12 very much wanted by the scttilera
ﬁo coast fur sheep and cattlenm I have re-usstesd #vr, Lette to re-ex-
it if practiosbie, 1 mu moast anxious ihaty la cenrching for Golid
imporiant point of opening up lond shelll # as Iar ae practicable be
ded on in conjunetion with 1L,

~ Mr, 8. B, Fmmett ie at present cutting 2 bridle ‘rack south from

L8 t0 the hellyerw as from the marubby character of much of the couns

‘ 315 would be quile impossible for = small party to carrybe sufficvient
Ly of prowisions ¢ enable them to explore many miles. When *he

k i8 cumpieted (which ] hope will be the cave in a ‘ew duye}] a Aerct
povisione will be made on the Helluer; and from that point ¥Wr, Em=-

& will proce=d Lo exsmine tye southern’ face of Camrbell's Range, un-

, he resches its eastern extremity, which beara by compeses about 8, 7,
%, tiom Tuble Cape. thence he w.l) retuen by Tsble Cave.

1 beg izave Lo forward bere with = paucket of Ore, supposed by ¥r,
Lettle 0 be Iin, which 1 reweived irom him to eend Lo you, He obteineq
' it, before my ar:ival, in the Flowerdsie, = few miles from Wynyard,

)] return immediziely to the River Forth, and will lore po time in
rting upon the al leged discoveries 0f Gol¥d in that neighbourhood,

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your mo =6 obedient Servant,

RONALD, C, CUNN,
NMOURARLE THE COLONIAL TREASUFFR,
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Launceston, 13th January, 1860

8ir,

On 6th instant 1 arrived at Torquay from Circ.lar Head, and next
day visited Mr, James Smith, the reported discoverer of the Gold on the
River Forth, 1 ascertained from him that the locality whence the Gold
had been @vtained b, himeelf (called by them "Gol den Point) is on the
2'ight bank of the Forth, and only l4 to 2 miles below the V, N, L, Com-
pany's old track, and therefore more accessible to me from Middl esex
Plains than from any part of the Coast, A®e my plans are to procedd im-
mediately to the Surrey Hille and Middlesex Plaine, 1 have deferred my
visit for the present, kr, Smith informed me We had aleo obtained Gold
about 5 miles lower down the river, but that neigher of there localities
had been fairly tested, At all events the quantity obtained has been
exceedingly small, Pending my own visit to these phdces 1 have availed
myself of the offer of an old digger, who hae already been there, to go
with two otherm men for four weeks to give them a fair trial,. As he is
a mechanic (wheelwright), and 1 undertake to find W,withoutau
wageshfor the above period, I feel satisfied that there is no inducement
for them to waste time, and that they will not continue ponger than to
test the spots thoroughly, 1 propoese meeting them there,

On the River Wilmot traces of (Gold only have been found,

At the Mersey, Forth, FEmu,Bay, Inglis, and Circular Hendp 1 put my-
self into communication with every person izkely to afford me any infor-
ation; and 1 have enlisted ghe co-operation of many who are most anx-
ious to develope the mineral resources of their respective Distriate.

Ae there a'e a great number of practicsl miners living on the North Coat
who have had expe®ience at Califernia, New South Wales, and Victoria, I
nave every reason to believe that if any valuable metal or mineral exis#
on or near the Coast it will be discovered at an early date - more em-

pecially se an unusual stimulue to resefich has been induced by my visit,

1 have had every information and assistance freely given me by
vVery one with whom ] came in contact; and 1 trust before the seasom is
out the guestion as to th- existence or non-existence of Gold in pay~-
able quantities in this quarter will be, to a certain extent, set at
rest, 1 say to a gertain extent, as, from the d ensely timbered and
scrubby character of the country, much of it must necessarily remain un-
examined for many years Lo come.

My arrangements are nearly completed for star ing to the Surrey Hid
Hills to examine Cattley Plain, Bond's Plain, etc,, where it h's becn re
ported, irom time to time thatGold has been found, My subsequent coure
of operstions will be influenced by what 1 see there,

1 have the honor to be,

8ir,
Your obedient Servant,

EONALD, C, GUNN.
The Honorable P, M, INNESS, ®SQ.
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Surrey Hills, 18th February, 16
1860

.

Hy Dear Sir,

1 arrived at Surrey Hille, on 31lst ultomo, having been delay-
ed a day or two at Emu Bay in making arrangements for the conveyance of
the stores, implem#énte, etc., for my party to this place, On 2nd Feb-
© ruary the party mustered at Thompson'e Oark, an unoccupied bpt kindly
~lent me by Mr, T, W, Fiwld, and which 1 made into s Depot. Thompseon's
" Park ie situate as nearly as possible at the point where the counties 6f
Wellington, mevon, and Russell meet,

Next day we started for Cattley Ilain, and after search found the
gpot where Mr, Law had been digr-ing for gold, The holes were 2 to ©
feet deep, Leaving the men to bottom one of these holes, and to sink
others in various parts of the plain indicated to them, accompanied by
Mr, Lette 1 proceeded across the Black Bluff Mountain to visit Golden
Point of the River Porth, ©From the Ford on the Van Dieman's Land Com-
pany's old track there is noudifiiculty in finding the way, as the trees
are all marked, it 1- about 1¢ to 2 miles down the river on the right
bank, 1l felt much diesappointed af finding no traces of the men 1 had
engiged at the Mersey having been there, Mr, Lette found gold in the
creviees of tue rocks, as aleo in the so0il on thebank, After remaining
there all night and a considerable portion of next day, we £ returned to
Cattley Plain, Ho gold whatever nad been found by the party on Cattley
Plain during out absence, The holes in all cases were sunk to the trap
rock, tue deepest about 12 feet, Mr, Lette also tried the bede of the
rivulets (sources of the Leven), but found no gold,

Q1 the 9th February, 1 removed the party, and encamped on a spot
west of Bond's Plain, and near the place described by ¥Mr, Stevenson,
Here there are apparently three large quartz reefs, running nearly north
and south, and which can be traced for some distance, We carefully ex-
amined them, but could see no traces of gold, Nr, Lette nleso washed
from the streams sunning vomth north (inte the Forth) amd south (into tke
- the Mackintosh), but without seccess, Leaving the men to sink holes

near the reef, Mr, Lette, and 1 proceeded again to visit the Forth, in-
- tending to reach it by following the River Iris,from Mid-Alesex Plain
until it joined that river, Ve proceeded to the summit of Storm Mount,
and thence desended to the river, through almost imprenetrable serub shd
thickets of cutting grass, gggg;;, etc., Next day we continued our coure
down the river; passed the junction of the river lLea ( from the lake in
the Vale of Beivoir) until 3 p.m,, when, finding no immediate prospect
of the Iries uniting itself with the Forth, we alte ed ou# course; and
on the third day struck the Forth, a little to the north of west of the
sunmit of Roland Mount, Here Nr, Lette obtained gold in crevices of
the rock, but the particles were smalle =snd finer than that procured =a
some miles higher up at Golden Point,

Proceeding up the River Forth, and fording it, we found the remaine
of an encampment, amd s00n came upon a marked tree track which led us
over Ciaude Mountain (at an elevation of sbout 3500 feet) to Gol den Poim
and thence we returned to Bond's Plain, The men found no gold in tie
holes the had sunk, 1l accordingly returned here preparatory for the
Coast thrcugh the tract of country between the Rivere Leven and Blythe,

The result of my investigations may be thus briefly summed up :--
1, There is no gold-field at Cattley Plain,
2, That the gold in quartz stated to have been found by Messrs,

~ Wilson, of Circular Head, at Cattley Plain was not, in my opinion, found
there,

3. That there is no gold-field at Bond's TFlain or in that vieinity
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Y 4, That no payable gold=field will be found on the northern por-
tion of the Surrey Hills Block,- say from the Black Bluff to Mount Peare
and thence to St, Valentine's Peak,

] Of course these are my own personal opinions,

On the léth instant 1 ascend-d St, Valentine's Peak to examine the
country, as far as practicable_ which 1 am about traverse, {it seems
‘rough and inpromising or travelling, not having been burned, I presume
“gince the times of the Avorigines. My point of departure will be from
this, entering the comparative nita by about the N, B. corner

“of the V., D, L. Company Surrey Hills grant, ¥y party consists of three
mne, Mr, Lette, and myself, We will start cerrying 14 days' provisions
tent, bedding, tocls, etc., by tue temminatio. of which time we ought to
strike the Coast,

1 shall send you, in some respects, a more detailed report on clos-
ing may labours in thie quarterm,accompanied by specimens of the focks
collected, and which can be named by lMr, Gould or Dr, Milligan, the lat-
ter gentleman being intimate with the geology of thie part of the Colony

1 shall reserve my observations on the Forth until after further
research and imvestigation,

1 regret tonsay that Mr, Lette failed in hittinf Dipwood Marsh, or
in going along Campbell's Range, to consequence of the illness of one of
hie men, and the severity of the weather, He, however, reached the
River Hellyer, there a large stream about 2 chains wide and several feet
des=p, He found no gold on its bakks, The fresh rumours of succedd
at the Inglis will induce me again to vis.t that loeality, and 1 hope to
find the reporte true,

My best thanks are Bue to Mr, TL WL Field,who has been most 1ib-
eral in his offers of assistance.

] xem beg to remain,
My dear 8ir,
Yours very faithfully,
RONALD C. GUNN,

The Homorable F, ¥, lnnes, Esq,,

P. 8, = Since writing the preceding, 1 find the Lea river of Helly-
er is the Fall river of Sprent, The Lea joins the lris, and both form
the 8Wilmot," as 1 found to my cost, The other river nort. of Storm-
ount does not exist, nor do they join the Forth where lsaid down, The
river or rather stream in the Vale of BRlvoir flows to the south into
tue Mackintosk, and not to the north into the Lake, as laid down in the
new Map.




== e T et eeee—

b\\o

Launceston, 25th April, 1860

My Dear Sir,

Having, in compliance with your letter of 2nd December, avail-
ed myself of every opportunity xf which presented itself, of furnish-
ing you with a Report as detailed as practicable of the progress of the
Expedition under my charge, I now proceed to communicate a few matters
almost necesearily omitted in the hurried letters which, from time to
time, I forwarded to you, 1 think it unnecessary here to enter into
any repetition of what you already know, and so sh=ll confine myself to
the pointe left out,

Having already formarded to Hobart Town all the geological
specimens coilected, 1 shall merely quote the numbers attached when I
have ocecasion to refer to them,

1 shell also send herewith a ¥ap of the north-western part of
the Island,publisied by the Van Dieman's Land Company, and by which mm
my routes w ere guided, It ie much more sccurate than any Map subse-
quently published,

1 left Launceston for the second time on 25tk Jamary, taking
with me three men only te form my party, together with provisions,
tools, etc,, for digging and blasting, and all 1 conceived necessary
{ for an absemce of two or threc menths, At Emu Bay ¥Mr, T, L, Letlte met
me by appointmant, irom whose practical experience in taue gold-fhéelds
at californka for upwarde of five years 1 heped to derive the most val-
uable assistance, 1 also anticipated that his professional skill ae a
gurveyor would be os essential service, In both respects 1 was not ds
disappointed, and feel deeply indebtednto him for his zealous and cor-
dial co=-operation,

It was on the 30th before ] got all started from Emu Ray flor
the Surrey Hill, where 1 proposed commencing by explorations; and it
occupied four days to reach R Thomson's Rark, which, as already men-
tioned, 1 made my Depot,.

Mr, Lette and 1 occupied a day in ascending Mount Pearse, be-
ing the most western mountain at the Surrey Hill, and very near the
western boundary of the Van Dieman's Land Compeny's grant,with an ele-
vation of about 3500 feet above the sea level, Our object was to exa-
mine the country lying to the westward between the Rivers Pieman and
Arthur; a course ]I was moet abxious to follow, had time permitted, af-
ter completing the examination o! the country along the north coast.
The result of my investigations was, that it would be undafe for any
ordinary parly to msttempt to peneirate toc the west coast from the Sur-
rey Hille, without having previously had a depot of provisions made at
some point between the Arthur and Pieman, The couniry seams quite im-
practigable for horeee; and if it is as serubby as 1 have every reason
to suspect it Lo be, it would be impossible for men tv carry on their
backs more than 14 days' provisions, with blarkets, tent, ete.,, and 1
: calgulate it woudd take mbout thal time to reach the sea, That coundg
! try remains unexplored and almost unknown, but 1 believe it mould be
| croseed without much difficuity by the means 1 have sugsested.

The rock of Mount Pearse is a conglomerate (%o, 11), ne xx is
also that of St, Valentine's Peak, elevation _?63? of Sprent (No, 41),
Hative Track Tier . 45), of Mount Cattley (Nos, § and 9), Black
Bluff Range (No, 16), Lower® Black Bluff Range, Storm Mount, Claude,
and Vandgke; all theee mountains rangirg from 3500 to 4500 fe=t high,
except the Native Track Tier, which is lower, This conglomerate var-
ies very nuch in ite constituents, and in the size of the pebbles and
particles of which it is compoeed,
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The prevalling rosk of the Surrey Hills from the base of the
Black Bluff Range to St, Valentine's Peusk, and thence to Mount Pearse
is X (No, 82%42) trap, The rock of Cattley Plain is also trap (%0.10
and the bottoms of all the holes, some six &ér eight in number, sank on
and about the plain are a decomposed trap. (No, 14}),

The Surrey Hills are a series of thinly wooded, g rasey, cpen
forests and plains, iorming a sort of plateau, eome 14 miles from E to
W,, and about the same from N, to 8, Theelevation of this plateau
has, in my opirion, been understated by Strzelecki, as it is but littd
below that of the Vale of Belvoir, fixed by him at 2930 feet; but as
he gives only 3381 feet as the height of the Black Rluff, whereae Mr,
gprent makee the northern end 1000 feet mére - viz, 4381 feet - it may
fairly be assumed that some of this error would be carried westward,

1l believe thereiore thet the Surrey Hille may be estimated as at leadt
2500 feet above the sea level, This would, in a great mesgure, ac-
count for the character of the vegetation, and severity of the climate

From a summit of the Black RBluff, scuth off the track, Mr,
Lette took the bvearings of many cprominent points se far ae Circular
Hesd, Circular Hesd itself bore N, 40° w,

The Cradle Mountalns, which bore from the track above mentiom
ed 8, 34° g, ie quite accessible from Bond's Plain, = open gountry
extending all the way, - the "Hounelow Heath" of the V., 7, L Company's
Maps, Thie would be about the best line for marking out a track, to
enable the mouthern flockowners to take sheep to depasture dua2ing the
summer months in this quarter, There is much open, grassy country
south and west of Mid-dlesex Flains equal in quality to Middleadx
Plains themselves, as also at the Vale of Belvoir and Cattley Plains,
all Crown lnad, Its great drawback is its elevation =bove the sea,
and consequent severity of climate, rendering it available for ohly a
few monthe in the year, What difiiculties, if any; exisl betweem
Cradle Mount and Marlborough I cannot say, but there are none nothlk of
that mountain, On the northern end of the Vale of RNelvoir, near the
Laike, we saw some large herde of Vessrs, Fielde' cattle, The rock in
the middle of the Vale is a limestone (No, 38), and the others east to
Middlesex Plains are nos. 17, 18, 33, 31, 32, 34, 27.

The Eldon Range,of Sprent's Map, was visible from the Black
Bluff; but this range of mountains, now so called, is obviously not
therange originally so called by Mr, Hellyer in 1858. in one of hie
Reports hem speaks of it/running nearly north and south, and the Barn
Bluff bore from it ca.at.Al/ by southi

Or the pumuit of Storm Mount ( or Storment) 1 found one of
Mr, Hellyer's old stations, and from this elevated point e« about 4C00C
feet - had a completr view of the curse of the River Lea of Hellyer
(now called tine Pall River), from irs rise at the Valey Tikwm Rxawing
of Belvoir to ite junction with the 1ris River, which flows through
Middlesex Plaine, The two, united, them flow through a rocky gorge,
end become 1 believe, the present River Wilmot, I followed the Iris
until 1 sew the jubction of the Lea, and thence northwarda far beyond
the position fixed fur theér junction with the Forth, Finding no in-
diecation of the River Iris trending eastwards, 1 left it, and keeping
a curse south of east for about five miles, came upon the Forth N,v,
by N, from Vandyke, The:e is an extensive flat of good but heavily
timbered land above the junction of the Iris and Lea, but it is rather
inaccessible, 1 slsoc passed tRrough s considerable extent of good
land, coveied with musk tree, ete,, between the Iris and Forth,

The rocks in the iris bellow Storm Mount are similar in char-
acter to thoere on the Forth, with, however, the addition of limestone,
No granite boulders were visible, All my specimens from this local-
ity were unfortunately lost, Buddling springs occur in the Iris, re-
sempiing those in the Dedp Creek near Circular Head, (Vide Tasmanian
Jourual, vol, 1, p. 77.)
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From the River Forth a marked tree track heads Philip's Rivu-
let, going over the suumit of Claude Mount, between it aWd Vandyke, at
an elevation of at elevation of at least 3000 feet, dipping thence rap-
idly down to the river at Golden Point, which, as already described, is
about two miles below the Van Dieman's Land Comparny's crodsing-place om
the Forth, The Forth in this quarter runs between lofty hille, or
rather mcuntainge rnaging from 1500 to 2000 feet above the bed of the
river, Small flets occasionslly occur on eneh side, but they are limif
ed inextent, - the river usually having ite course belveen sicep bankd
of rock,

Oon both mxftem my visite to the Forth from the Surrey Hilles, 0
felt much disappointed at not finding an, trapee of the parties 1 had
engsged to test the flats on the river by =mmil sinking to the bed-rockp
and who were to have met me there, as mentioned in my letter to you of
13th January,

On afterwarde communicating with Mr, M'Arthur, at Torquay, 1
ascertained that the men hud gone in ancther direction, and not near
Golden Yoint at sll, 1 annex Br, M'Arthur's Memorsndum; bdbut 4id not
think it worthmkx while to rrosecute the man Ruseel]l for non-fulfilment
pf his agreament, although it prevented my obtaining other parties to Ao
this work, I agsain mm put mys2lf in comrunicatian with Mr, M'arshur,
to find some trustworthy person to thke charge of a party to =ink on the
flate above mentioned; bat it waes not until my retunn from Cirgular
Head, on 30th Mdarch, that 1 could make the necessary arrangemente with a
Kr, Townie, 1 thenrequested him to vieit the lccality, and to ascer-
tain what he would require for three or four wesks feor a party, The
weather suddenly bresking up immediately after tnat date, induced me re-
luctantly to avbandon all hope off deing anything this eseason, more espec-
ially e8¢ the eup;lies would have had to be tskes over "Claudey" Mr,
Lette found Gold wherever Le looked for it near the margin of the river,
as high up as the Van Dieman's Land Company's track, but prineipally in
the crevices of the rocks in the bed of the strcam® A there is a mark
ed tree track, Bmx mximmxgaikyx x from Kentish 'e Plain, it nay be fiwit-
ed with faciliity, so far as finding the way, by persons desirous of pros
pecting; but the general inaccessibility ofntnie parc of tie Forth
would at all times be aserious firawback to diggers, even if the flats we

- were sufiiciently extensive to hold out s prospect of anything like a

gold-field, 1 hope, however, a party will be seht next summer to test
the value of thie lowality,

; .~ From the summit of the Native-track t.er in a northe
eacterly direction toc tue Leven, tue country is umiformly poor andl val-
ueless, mxd covered throughout with dense acrube of varioue kinds,
These scrube 1 do not attempt to describe, as they baffle description;
thegreater povtion ofthe country, hmxizamiskixy, ax witwxEsxixxiixe
daxnxkiik, ikx however, beinz covered with the horizontal serud (Ano-
dopetalum biglandulosus), a small tree growing horizontslly, or with an
incliination down-hill, the trurks 50 to 70 feet long, with a diameter of
a tew inches, From the horizontal trummke upright branches, having
gcmewhat the aspect of young poplar trees, shoot up to a height of 30
or 40 feetl, A forest of thias ylant can only be coumpared to 2 pile of
drift wood wached up against somes oclstruction in a river, to a depth of
10 to 13 feet; the only means of ;rogress being that of crawling on
al l=fours under the trunks, or walking many feet above the ggound, cub-
ting the smaller branches out of the way asz you proceed, The wire
scrub (Bauera ruviodes) is even more difficult to mske progrese through
than the horizontal, Thie plant geews 6 to 10 or 12 fest high, in one
dense mass; lhe stems like wire, tough and interlacing in evexy dir-

- ection, 1 found it usually associated with ocut ing grass, Hany

other shrubs, such as §glageuca_ formed thickets, - but they usually

“covered smaller tracte of country, and were sooner got through.




From the summit of a rocky mountain a fev miles north of
Mount Everett, and only a little less elevated, 1 had a good view of
the country in all directions; and it seamed all equally rugged and
unpromieing as the part I had gone througu,

Over the greater portion of the country, betweasn the Surrey
Hille and Leven there were no indications of any fires having kever
REx pasced, A8 we approachad the Leven the older %rees bore marks of
fire, which muet have occurred some 25 or 30 yzars previously; and

~. this fire seame to have spread over many miles of country, = indeed,

my impression ie, that nearly all the lovel land which 1 saw lower down
the Leven must at that time have bec-n open grassy plaing, as the greater
portion of the trees seem to be under that age, A very coneiderable
extent of the Surrey Haél.s iz also becoming rapidly coversd with forests
of young Zucalypti, so a8 to render it probable that they will alsv in
time become uselaps for pasture purposes, The want of the usual and
regular aboriginal fires to clear the country seams Lo D8 tua cauee,

From a rougu eketeh Map xindly let me by nDr, Milligan I find
"Ring'sa Plains"™ marked in sbout the position where the country i des-
cribed in my letter of tikke 7th March is siiuaste. 1l do not xnow thae
circumstancss under which ¥r, Ring saw thie land, but 1 believe it to
be identical with thal described aud supposed e have been discovered
by me, Hie plain, is, however, markesd 4@ on the weat side of the rive
or, whereas 1 iLravell cd ou the east, 50 11 1s possiole the extent ol
open country may be much greater than 1 sew, The s0il was througnout
of fine quality, Limestone rock (%o, 5l,) cccurs on the Leven near
the northern extiremitiy of this tract, and must become cf velue to the
Settlere,

meg-- ihe sketch Kap of "r, Killigan's
ready alluded to, nae shown me that the plain mentioned in my,letier
of 4th Aprilm and which 1 supposed to be his "Teaperence Plain,§ is
one oalled bty him "Hewnrietta Plain." or at lessi they are propa™ly the
the same, A track made from the Coasst almost due south by compass

- would open ur a considerable extent of good country, 1£ might with
facility be continued to Henrietta Plain, and thence uliinately to

. Bheffield Plain, The latier is of a superior character, and is out-

gide of the Van NDieman's Land Comaprny's gram , Buch a track would not
be expensive, and would I think prove highly remunerative by the sale
of lands, '

My anzxiety o0 re-examine tie inglis, and 10 visit Circular
Head, prevented my going over ithe cvuniiy Letween ine Hampshire Hills
and the Sea-coaet, and beitween the Rivere HEmu and Leven, These is
& considereble exteni ol good land, and some cpen gouncry, WL included
in the Company's graani, This poviion reguires examinstion, and would
not occupy nuel tiwe at & favourable meason,

1 enclose Mr, Letie's Reporti, wiien will expla.n estisfactor-
ily the reasons wiy he was unable to visit Tipweod Marsh and examine
Campbell 's Range, as 1 hnad reguested him to do, - ae per my lietter o
you of znd January,

%mm!é& HEAD.- Lying south of the Van Nieman's Land Company's grant
here is pome good dand of the usual heavily timbered myrtle and Ausk
tree character, out the quanity is uncertain, 1 would suggest the con=
tinuation of the track already cut to the River Hellyer in & ecutherly
darection, 80 as to croes the RiverArthur, and thence to brageh off to
the coast between the Arthur and Pieman, ihis would opsn up a2 country
~of which little is known, and of wiich no portion gas been seen eince

~ Mr, J, H. Yedze's arduous journey round from Voolnorta to Circulsar Head
in 1820, as laid down in tae old Zaps, 1f gouod land exisis i1t woulsd
goon find occupants; aand, under any circumstances, it would be very
desirable to have access to the Test Coaat,

The Hellyer can be forddd in summer, or bridge? where it is
confined between rocky banks, £3 or £4 per mile would makena bridle
track, whicn, it necessary, could easily be widened al any subsequaent
peried,
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1 ﬂdcne copy of mp written instructions 6o Mr? S.7.Emmett,
:mmm in my letter or 2nd Janusry, but which he failed in CcarTy-
I aleo forward his Reportes to me, upon which 1 have found it
ary to append a few marginal nctee,

i

1ES OF COUNTIES.- My attention during my ramble: was forcitly
- the error which had been committed of making the Vun Diemen's

samnx'n 0)d tragk the boundary beiween the the Vountiecs of Well-
n, Gussell, Devon =nd Liseoln, From Bmu Bay t¢ tue Hampsaire Hild
‘uﬂ aae & .'ln mapy places beem ury much sltered; and it would he
, difficulty, i to find the o0ld one, Near
m the county boundary ngw panu rough the middle of fields and
- witihout anything to indicate its position, From Hampshire Hills
‘Burghley the track hae for 8o many years becn entitely disused ihat

not think it would be traced’ With the assistance of a2 very olé
sident 1 found onre o two of the 0ld marked treee, but all indiocations
the track had become otliterated, TFrom Burghley (which now only ex-
3 in name) to Middlesex Fisins over the Black Bluff yountain, the

(e 08 f&r as the Black Bluff, hse long ccased to Te uped; and from
~dgtter to Widdlerpex Fleins new routes hiavebeen adopted, At best
wae but & merc gattle track of & foot or sc wide, but now it is ovemd
¥D with grase and ehruns; the ,arked trees have decayed _falled down
* been burned_ aud, &s aireadt observed, it would ©e mest difficult %o
~ trace, Considersble inconvenisnce must srise if at any fuburse period
- these County boundariies are made those for Xlectoral, Police, Road or
X s m pur oses; and I would tjereforecstrongly recommend +if not too
, tjat natural boundaries (such as rivers) should be nciectcd' cr
miht lines from one Trigonometrical Staticn tc awother, in the mouns
ainous region from 3t. Valeatine's Feaek to Rxsk¥ Holamd,

-

-
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LE N JOURBEIE CF BURVEICES, As considerable confusion may
'ou tae renuins of mountum, river, eté., which had been dis-
red by our early explorers, = wioee labcurl some thrity yeare agd

u to be gencrally forgotten, - 1 would submit, for the coneideration
the Govermment, the desirabeility of pubuming the old Jour ays of
govery of tie Goverment 3urvayors, those of the Van Diemen's Land
yany and others, These would be interesting as elucidating the eadly
ory of diecovery in Tasmania, and much of the countty then passed

* hae never since be<n visilted, 1l fear aleo much confusion in the
inelature of .our rivers and mountsins, more expecially in the west,

», Hellyer in one regort describes the iarger ivers Can-ning and Broug-
n = tributaries of the Piemzn - but no such revers are named on our
P8, Mr., Hobbe made a Boat Survey round the Island in 1824, And ¥r,
ge, in the Report of Pis journey from the West Coast tc Circular Kkad
1820, deccribes land not eince seen, He obvicusly passed over and
rately describes, Lhe plains scuth from Circular Head supposed to
_.y bn discovered Ly ¥dr, £, B8, Hamett, At this time these Reports

v ‘aluc, mere egpecially if printesd with notes, The coast ought
: .lu 1n_oon-idorable.

: Timber of very superior qualii, and in vaet abundance exists
id along the North Coast, but usually too remote 7rom the ahipping
2 Lo pay for the coat of meking roads and earting, at least at pree
wrices, 1t consiste of varicus speci=s of ltucaluptus, Myrtle

8 Cunuinghamii), Blackwood {Acacis melanoxylon), Sassafras (Atheros
moschata), and some snaller kinde suitable for cabinet-makers pur-
The u.'lory- toppsd Fine (Phyllocladuz rhomboidalis) was found
rud over nearly all the country visited by me; bt in no case 4id
ind it sufficiently abundant in one locality to Just.’lfy the openhing
of roads tor its transport, or even the expenditurs of the labour nscese
ATy to float it down the pivers,

Relieve me,
e : Youre very faithfully,

- The Hon, the Colonail Treasurer,
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