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I JU VB the honor to report tbe retUrD 

Harbour. 

• 

. , 

G.ological Survey O~. 16th J",... 1863. 

of the re~ainder of my p'arty from M aequarie 

In a former leiter I stated my intention of continuing to prospect tbe King's River as long as 
tbe season would permit; and I hR.e now the honor to inform yon that I did so. after the departure 
of the schooner .. ~nn." until the 18th day of May. . . 

I regret that. although the appearance of tbe country was more favourable than that presented 
by any olner part we prospected. and altbough drift Gold was discovered by tbe party. as in previous 
cases •. i? small quantities in the river drifts. we were unable to meet with it in anything like paying 
quantll.e •. 

I beg to offer a summary of the proceedings of the party throughout the whole period. 

Having received . instructions from tbe Colonial Secretary. upon the 29th of October. 1862. I 
engaged a party consisting of thirty-one individuals besides mYlelf, and including Mr. Gordon 
Burg.... Surveyor. and second in command. Messrs. A. Ibsen and Feneker as assistants. and a 
number ofhigbly qualifted minera and diggers. besides bushmen. me,"engers. &0. 

I arranged with the owners of tbe schooner .. Blanche" for tbe con .. eyance of one .portion of 
the party. tbe remainder proceeding in tbe schooner .. Ann." which I had eng,aged for the term of 
six montbs to be at the service of the Expedition. with the iutention of emvloying it as a despatoh 
boat. or deltO!, as circumstance. might determine. 

The" Ann" Sailed on the 20th November. and the" Blanche" on the 22nd same month. and 
both· vessel. reached Macquarie Harbour on the 5th December. 

Mr. Burge .. was in command of the "Ann," and Mr, Ibsen of the .. Blancbe;" anll both had 
recei .. ed full wrillen in.tructions to enable tbem to act independently of each otber in case of their 
arrival at different dates. The propooed system of operations was. to commence and carry on. 
simultaneously. tracks up the banka of tbe Gordon and Franklin Rivers; and I tberefore indicated 

. "" Ihe ~tion of our DepOt the nearest suitable place to the junction of tbe two rivers. upon the 
north s.de or rigbt bank of the former. 

. I availed mvself of the delay which I .. as aware tbe necessary preliminary steps would necessitate. 
and which I confidently enlmsted to Mr. Burges •• to proceed o .... land myself with two men. with 
a view to re-e:ramiDe a portion of the country pa .. ed over last aeasoD. 

My own arrival at the harbour did nOI. thererore. take place until the 19th December; and very 
heavy weather further prevented my reaching the Depot until the e .. ening of the 23rd Decel!'ber. 

I fouDd that. in spite of the time occupied in the transhipment of stores and tracking the 
vessel up the Gordon. tbe Depot was completed. and the rations stored. A succes.ion of bad 
weatber for some time from this date. conjoined with the difficult character of tbe country. somewhat 
impeded the operations of the party; and it was not until tbe 2nd of January tbat Mr. Burge .. 
reported tbat he had succeeded in completing biB track a. far the Franklin River, after traversing 
the e1e .. ated and scrubby land lying in the angle bet .. een tbe Franklin and Gordon Rivers. 

A CUrlO'1 examination of this portion of the country con .. inced me tbat it would be useless to 
waste labour IQ prospecting it; and I. therefore still employed nearly the whole force of tbe part,. 
in pusbing forward the main track toward. tbe Frencbman'. Cap. 
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The point where the Franklin W8!I struck (marked as the Franklin Camp on Cbart about to be 

published) is about a quarter of a mile higher op the river tban the great fall, which was the 
extreme point reached in last year's exploration. The limestone rocks jutting in great masses into 
the river, streaked with calcareouo spar and quartz, and sparingly affording indications of lead 
contract ito channel, and cau .. a preCIpitous fall varying from five to six feet ""oording to the depth 
of water in the river. 

This is the first important obeta.clc to tbe navi~iion of tbe river by boats; for the ten or twelve 
rapids or minor falls existing between it and the ISland at the mouth of the Franklin present no 
great difficnlliea dnring moderate weather, and I was enabled to forward suppliea of rations by 
boat to the vicinity of the Franklin Camp. 

At this stage I detached a portion of tbe party nnder Mr. Ibsen aoross the Gordon River, to 
commeDce a track in the direction of the Wilmot Ranges and the Great Bend; while a third party, 
consisting of experienced mine .. , were still engaged, as they had been since tbeir arrival in tb. 
barbour, iD prospecting a promising line of country extending along tbe sbores of Macquarie 
Harbour npon the 8Oqu. side from Liberty Point to Birches Inlet. 

Mr. Burge.., witb tbe advance party, CODtinUed outling a track along th. right bank 0' tb. 
Franklin River. . 

Desirous of inTeltigating 'the coontry lyiDg to the Dortbward aDd eastward of ExpectatioD 
Reach, I endeavonred to trace the old IiDe of route punmed by Sir John Fraoklit. in 1842, but was 
uDable at this time to discover the commeDcemeDt of the track. 

. On uiaking a visit of iDspectioD to the party workin'f at Macqnarie Harhour, I {ouDd tbat DO 
gold had been discovered; and after .atisJYing myoelf a the thorough efficieDcy of the trials made, 
withdrew it to tbe FraDklin. . 

. I nexf end"'voured to follow a track leading from Kelly's Basin towards the FrencbmaD'. Cap, 
wbicb bad been commenced by a party tbat visited tbe barbour uDder the snp.rintendence of Mr. 
t!liIitb in 1866, and whicb waa stated to have been completed for about ten tuil... The length of 
time elapsed bad, however, rendered the firat part of it Impracticable; and I therefore left a IInall 

. party to clear and remark it aa far as tbe tributary to tbe Franklin, whicb had been crossed at 
80me distance from the harbour. 

I myself returned to the Dep6t on tbe 7th January; ond after inspecting tbe progreso ofthe 
dill'erent works, re,isiteu Kelly's Basin, taking with me a smalll'arty for the purpose of examining 
the country in that direction. Following the old track we arrived after a tedious marcb of two daYB 
at tho tributary to the Fravklin, wbich I found to be an unimportant stream of about one and a half 
chains in width, neither deep nor rapid. The bed of tbe river was occupied by fosoillilerous lime­
stone, evideDtly iJentical with that occurring in tbe Gordon. Upon scaling a very lofty bill with 
rugged quartzose summits, bordering the river on tb. north, I obtained a good insight into the 
structure or the c~ont'1 ronnd the .Frenchman's Cap. ,!he ~cnsel~ scrubbed valley oftbe river thai 
I haa psoeed appeared to extend ID a north-westerly dtrertlOn, wlthollt any great .... of ground, 
almost to the open marshes bordering the King's River : and had it not been for the smallness of 
the stream I should have considered this to have been the continuation of that river, whicb it 
appeared hardly poasible could, in aoy olher direction, have found a paaoage tbrough the lofty and 
precipitous range that extends to the 80uthward from Mount Owen. 

Tbe general strike of tbe rocks was in a corve, sweeping round tbe west side of the Frencbman: 
and tbe m.ain body of the .Franklin. River mohed far below me thr?ugh a narrow gorge, h~~~ed in 
for long distances by preClpitoU8 cl,ff.. As far as the eye could Judge, tbere was no poSSlblhty for 
tbe Sur{'rise River to trav.roe tbe line of country towards tbe King'. Hiver in the direction indicated 
on prevIOus maps; and my own impression is, that the Surprise, in place of being a tributary to 
King's River, coDstitutes in fact the most important of the brancbes of the Franklm. , 

The gene .... 1 character is wild and rugged in tbe estreme, mnch more 80 than , the northern 
Bide of tbe Frenchman. . . 

I '>nly teBted the smaller ri.er upon tbis occasion, where the men · found fine gol? in small 
quaollti~btaining it even from the bottom of a hole souk and abandoned by the prevIous party: 
it was aut ID paying quantities. . 

Ll'aving a small part.y to cut a track down the soutllero side of this river t~ join the one which 
was being CIl Tied forward up the Franklin, I returned by way of Kelly's Basin and the Gordon 
River. • 
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Bot little matter of interest occurred during the 'next month; the proeeeutioit of the iraelU was 
cqndocted by Mr. Borg .... and stores conveyed forward as raJlidly as tbe weather would permit. 
For the pDrJlO88 of saving the labour of transporting the rations in knapsacks, I determined upon 
conveying them if possible by boat, and personally accompanied tbe first boat on its passage up the 
river. We succeeded in conveying them in tbis manner a distance of about twenty.llve mil .. from 
tbe DepOt, ascending. npon a rOl1gh calculalion. about seventy falls and rapid.. In not a few 
instances we were compelled to entirely unload the boat. and convey everything acrosa tbe rocks. 
hauling the boat out of tbe water. and carrying it also acro~s tbe· portage. 

I subsequently adopted tbis as tbe regular metbod of conveYing tbe ratiou.. and, witb a little 
experience. succeeded in doing so witbout much difficulty. The service was, however. laborious. 
injurious to bealth from the incesaant exposure to wet. and not unattended with danger. In several 
inatances men narrowly, eocaped being drowned; and a boat hardly ever made a ~ witbout 
snstaining very ·serioua injury; and it W&8 only tbe necessity of economising l.bour WblCh cauaed 
me to adopt t.his in p~ference to t~e. safer but mo~ tedi~u. mode of C?nveying sto~es b1 land; and I 

. feel 'pleasure m refemng to the spml and oeal WIth whIch tbe part ••• engaorod 10 tbll unpleaaant 
sefVlce sustained the discomfort.J of their position. and overcame the difficulties tb.t from time to 
time arose. 

;' 

On reaching a point about twenly-five miles 01' the river. Mr. Burgess fell in with traces of 
the track originally pnrsued by Sir John Franklin; and on followinl\' tbese up. I found thaI our 
camp of that date was within a short distance of the Eleanor Ferry. tbe crossing.plaee of Sir Jobn 
in 1842. . . . 

Coincident with the progre .. of tbe track. J;larties were engaged in testing tbe banks of tbe 
river at short distances apart. and speci.l altenhOll W&8 directed to the creeks falling into it ; but 
while fine ~old could always be obtained in small quantities from the river alluvium. it was never 
discovered 10 any of the tributary creeks; proving to my mind. satisfactorily. that it W&8 not derived 
from the sandstone and grit formation underlying the liDleotone. aDd which ril" inlO hilla of «reat 
elevation npon the western bank of the river. but mUlt have been derived from some other source • 
The bed of the river througbout tbis distance was formed by limestone. which rises at many places 
into high cliffs. and projects in rocky b8 ... acro.s the stream. Tbe dip is easterly at a higb &ogle. and 
there is some evidence of contortion and faults, altbough not to any greal extent. From the Eleanor 
Ferr, tbe track was carried 00 for some two miles. wbere it was abandoned in consequence of tailing 
in wltb high precipices; it was theo carried back aero .. a very broken line of country a few miles 
distant from tbe nver, and the branch of the riv~r coming do .. n from the King's Itiver Marshes 
strock in a distance of abou~ teo miles. Tber. was considerable l.bour in conveying stores to the 
latter point; but having amassed. 80fticient for a mODlh, I set a slrnng party at work pr09pectin~, 
while another. under Mr. Burg .... continued the t rack townrd. the Frenchman. I had aloa in the 
meanwhile traced for some distance Mr. Calder', track towards MOllnt Arrowsmith. and bad estab­
lished two small parties at distances of two and four miles from Eleanor Ferry to prospect that 
portion of the country: bolh fouud gold. though not in paying quanlilies. 11,. moal distant party. 
which was working on the banks of the Acheron, stated that it was rather coarser t.ban that before 
met with. The result. of the operatic>os on the tributary of tbe Franklin were equally unsucceosful; 
large paddocks were put down and the bed rock exposed. but only &0 inconsiderable amount of · 
gold obtained. 

Crossing the branch of the Franklin. the track W8S continued under great difficulties to 
the branch running immediately under the Frenchman's Cap. where the river is hemmed in for 
considerable di&tances between perpendicul.r cliffs. Here all truces of gold were entirely lost. 
altbough bars and ledges of rock and similar po.ilions. which lower down the river invariably 
yielded it, were carefully searcbed. Tho difficulty of conveying rations to this point was so 
great. and the indications 80 unfavourable. that I abandoned the search in this direction. A small 
party. whicb bad been detached. and had proceeded for some ten miles up the other branch 
of tbe Frauklin, bad also failed to obtain allY increase in the quantity of gold; and as the results 
of DIy inspection of the COIIII\ry' between the Eleanor Ferry and Mount Arrowsmitb bad not 
led me to entertain aoy bopes. I determined upon withdrawing the whole party and testing 
elsewbere. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Ibsen had completed a track for a distaoce of about thirty-five miles in 
the directioo of the great bend of the Gordon. Fioding tbe country near the river impracticable, 
he had beeo compelled to adopt a route through the opeo country well to the soutbward of it; 
aod. as the country traveraed proved to be to a great extent occuried by formations which appeared 
from our investigations at the Franklin to be almost barren, thought it unadvisable to attempt 
a very detailed investigation of it. nnd contented myself with despatching two parties to prospect 
tbe Rocky River and Badger Creek. tributaries to the Gordon, and situated respectively at tbe 
distance of six and nine miles from the de put. They were unsuccessful in ohtainillg gold. 
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, ,l'hC!le. remaining wjth 1I1y..,lf· were tell jn "umber. We !lOn~nu~d at ~\qg's River , as long, as 
oui' ·supplies and the weather would permit us, snd tben returned to the DeWt, '!I'd started to proceed 
overl~nd hy way ,of the Jlreat Bend on tbe .28th May, arriving in. Hamilton . tb~ 4th June.. • 

. (.. . '!... j : ' . ' " • ~ ~ : '. I • • I! • . • • : 

The character of , the elates met with in the King's River was much more promising tban tbose 
existing elaewhere in tbe Dlstrict; and 1'1 at one time elltertained bopeR tbat tbe favourable 
apVear&nCG might ""'va been cO.nfirmed by rj!sult.. Thi~, however, W8, not.tye case, foraltbough what 
gold, w~ , obtained ~!'" .lightly coaraer than}n olber I~!ities, tb.e qua'l!ity ·was inoonsiderable. . 
I '. . .. , . . . I ' . I • ' . f.' . I . • " ." ;", • .' 

In summing 'up tbe resnlts of the Expedition, I may briefly .tate my opinion, that tbe whole "r 
the country tested by the Expedition doe. not contain gold in sufficient quantitiES to form a paying 
GoId·field; ·the {'nly po.s\bl!, exception is ill tbe case of the country about tbe King'. River, where, 
as,l ;bave bef"r'e stated, slates ·of a . m~re promi,oiog appearance exis,t, a1t~ougb, bowever, tbey only 
occupy an incooaiqerable area. " , ... ! . , ,.: , . ..: . , , 
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': '. I 1!eg '~:.~ in terms ,ofbigh C!>mmendation of the iDen composi~, the party. and, to l tend,e~ 
• ·.i ",y tbl\nu to ¥1i!oo!llo B~ Ibsen. and , Fe,!ek~r for tbe efficient m&¥.ner. in whicb they ,carri~ 

l out my inltrPCUQDI: . 'I ' ,r'tl 'r, ,.' : ". • , 
.~ I . , j. f J, , ", • ~ . 'I . 
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