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MR. SPRENT'S REPORT ON COUNTRY ROUND.

Table Cape,
3rd May, 1876.

8ir,

I have the honor to forward you the following Report on my
recent explorations between Mount Bischoff and e West Coast. It
was at first intended to send a party round to e mouth of the
Pieman, and to bnat the provisions up the river as far as it should
prove navigable; bdbut as the craft selected for the purposes was
not available, and time was pressing, I was instructed to go by way
of lount Ramsay.

I much regret that the first plan fell through, for had I
boated up the Pieman I should have been able to have examined a
great extent of country on both sides nf the river: as it was, more
than half our time was occupnied in carrying tools and provisions
backwards and forwards.

I left Table Cape on February lst, and proceeded to Mount
Bischioff by the Table Cape track, arriving at Waratah on February
2nd. On the 4th I went out to the Ramsay River, and commenced
building a depot for my provisions. Went on to lMount Ramsay, and
reconnoitred ‘the country. By the 8th I had received my provisions
and secured them in the depot, and on the 9th we commenced cuttimg
a track sn the course selected. 1y party now consisted of four in
all, myself, Jones and Burke, my usual companions, and F.H.Long,
who accompanied me as a prospector on behalf of some private indivi-
duals. We crossed the Ramsay River about halff a mile from the depot
and ascending a steep hill covered with horizental scrub, we came on
an open myrtle forest, extendingfor two miles or so on our track.

At the termination of this forest we came on the granite country,
extending over a large area of country, between Mount Ramsay and
the lMeredith Range. The granite is of a conarse, micaceous nature
frequently traversed by thin seams of tourmaline. In many places
we found immense masses of quartz and tourmaline. Tried the wash in
several places, but only obtained some zircon sand and quantities
of tourmaline and irnn sand. At the commencement of this granite
country the scrub is very dense indeed, and consists of celery
topped pine trees, myrtle trees, and an undergrowth of horizental
serub, cutting gress, richeas, and tea-tree. Track-cutting in this
scrub is very slow work, the more so since it is impossible to see
what sort of country is ahxead.

On the 14th we came on a track, partly cut, going in a
westerly direction, and thinking we would be better able to awvoid
the zullies by getting on higher ground, I left instructions to cut
this traek out, and taking Long as a companion I went on ahead to
examine the country and cut the track from a more remote point.

About six miles from the Ramsay we came to a small stretch
of basaltic land, about a mile long, and 2 fine stream draining the
east side of the Meredith Range. This stream I named the "Wilson
Biver". OCrossing tne Wilson River we came on the granite again,
and climbed aver a succession of spurs covered with horizental
richeas, celery topped pine, and myrtles. About two miles from the
Wilson I again altered the course to S.8.W., and after travelling
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four miles through the same description of country teo that Jjust

mentioned, we came on a change in the shape of gum timber, tea-tree

richeas, bauera, and cutting grass. This sort of country extended
for about a mile in our course, and was very wearisome travelling.

Amongst this bauera scrub we found a fine stream running, and along

its banks guantities of large pine trees of the Macquarie Harbour
species. BSome of these trees were upwards of three feet through,

B but all of them were dead, killed by some fire many years ago. Half
a mile from this river we came nn a2 long narrow plain of buttdn grass
This »lain which I named the "Y®llow-band Plain,"™ is about five

‘miles long, and about half a mile in its widest place. It is
drained by several streams, one of which the "Yellow Stream" #s a
fair sigxe river, difficult to cross in winter. The plain is fringed
with peppermint trees, and contains several helts of timber: the
walking is gond, the plain having been burnt off some two years ago.

; The bare tops of the Meredith Range are close to this plain
on the west and south-east sides. Made a camp on the plain, and
started up the Meredith Plain. Just as we reached the summit a
heavy storm of rain came on 2nd obscured the view, so that we were
forced to return. The following day I proceeded down the plain for
~ about three miles, and finding an openkng towards the "Parsonts
Hood" determined to go up and obtain a view. Accordingly we
selected a route where the fire had cleared off the scrub and button
grass and made for one of the peaks on the Meredith Range. Follow-
ing up the bed of a creek, I noticed that the granite is traversed
by many veins of finer granite, fregquently containing muech iren
: pyrites, and in one instance the grey granite was cut by a wide
= vein of red granite containing small seams 4f iron ore. We reached
the summit of the Meredith Range withoupfmuch difficulty and had a
fair view for a few moments, when, as on the previous day, fierce
storms of wind and rain came on, and completely obscured the view;
indeed so strong was the wind that one could not stant upright on the
bare granite rocks, and for an hour or more we stayed under the lee
of the pinnacle waiting for the wind to moderate.

By the 29th the track was cut from the Ramsay River to the
L top of Meredith Range =and leaving Jones and Burke to carry out pro-
visions, I went on again with Long to examine the Pareon's Hood.

" The Meredith Range, so named by the late Mr. Gordon Burgess
> extends from the Parson's Hoodin a northerly direction up to Wombat
b Hill. As far as I could see the rock is all granite, slate might be
| found on the north and west side, and I think sandstone on the North-
L= wast. The summits are covered with tea-tree and bauera scrub, with
occasional patches of button grass, easily got rid of by firing in
i summer. This range is well worthy the attention of prospectors.

By the 16th March we had cut nur track thrdugh a2 dense
scrub of tea-tree and bamera and reacheéd the Parson's Hood where we
camped for a time. I found the Parson's Hood tqbe a long flat-
topped mountain, the southern bluff of the Méredith Range.Approaching
it from the north, we ascended a steep granite spur burnt off by Mr.
Joseph Harman some two years age, and found ourselves on a bare
granite top. Going along the top of the mountain found the granite
_ XE and tea-tree scrub continued for about a quarter of a mile, then
‘ 3 cnanged into a hard metamorphic rock, and an open forest of myrtle

: and tall richeas? Another guarter of a mile further on the granite
showed again, and a nasty serub of horizontal, tea-tree, cutting
; grass and richeas, then we lost the granite altogether, and came on
* hard slate rock, in some places containing iren pyrites, The :
i v travelling was now much better being tarough myrtle forest and ferns

' with here anl there stringy-bark and blackwodd trees. This sort
h_ = of country continued to the base of the "Hond" From the Yellow-
- band Plain to the top of the "Hood" the total rise is about Lioq.feet.
and from the top to the base on the south west tne fall 48 1770 feet
In thesyieinity we obtained zireon sand and a little platimum. The

% platinum might be worth examination, but I am afraid that the place is
% \f\_ufgp d;ffifglt o ffcsss_h.gf?ex mugﬁ.epéqurgéfgggfﬂto p"‘Pé°f°ra'__?:qe;
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On the west side of the Parson's Hood I am informed the forma-
tion is quite different, and consists of serpentine, diallage,
hypersthene, with iron ores, asbestos, copper, and platinum, and in
some plages gold. A large creek drains the south-west side of the
Parson's Hood. On the north side of this ereck the rock is slate,
on the south side sandstone and gquartg§. About a quarter of a
mile from the base of theX"Hood" we came on a complete change of
country in the shape of low hilles covered with button grass and
heath. The fermation here is slate, of all degrees of hardness
and quarta veins.

On March 10th we set fire to the open country and succeeding in
getting a very good burn. On the 1llth showers of rain checked the
fire, 80 we went throush it, and made out way to a long, narrow
ridge of hills, which extended for a great distance in 2 south-west
course. Towards evening the smoke cleared off, and we saw the
Pieman River just beneath us; heavy rain came on, and we camped
in a Vauera and tea-tree scrub.

On Menday 13th, we started again, and followed the ridge until
we came close to the river; then, cutting through about twenty
chains of bauera, tea-tree and horizental scrub we pitched out tent,
on the notth bank of the Pieman, some 2100 feet below the =x summit
kedewr of the Parson's Hood and about meven miles of walking from its
base.

The Pieman River, where we crossed it, is a2bout 80 fmet yards
wide, flowing very gently and almest without any sound._ TAt its
lowest level shalldw bars appear, and rapid water for short distances
but, as a general rule the water is deep and quiet. The banks are
serubby and the edge of the river is lined with snags and logs. I
am almost certain a ligh#¥could be brought up from the Coast teo a
point abeout south of the Parson's Hood; pessibly it might be taken
much further if it were 1lifted over the bars The Pleman is subject
to heavy floods. I have seen fifteen feet in as many hours; at
sucih times the current is very rapid indeed, and it would be
impossible to cross or navigate the river. Very fine eels are to be
cbtained in the river, akso netive trout and lobsters, but I never

caught any blackfish. I never saw any kangaroo in the wvicinity
and only the traces of wombats.

Our provisions were exhausted the day after we reached the

Pieman so on the 1l4th we started back again. The day being wamm
and windy, we set 'the buttorn grass on fire and made a line of

fire about four miles long. Reached the Yellow-band Plain that
night, almost exhausted. Meanwhile Jones and Burke had been
carrying out provisions from the Ramsay River to the Yellow-band
Plains, and by making frequent trips had brought out all the
stores. I cammot imagine any work more tiring than earrying heavy
loads over such rough country day after day. It was by far the
hardest part of our work.

On the 18th March I went into Bischoff and obtained the
services of Mr. F. R. Lampriers, so that I might divide muicompany
into two parties. After various delays, caused by wet weather, we
reached the Pieman sgain on the 25th.

Long had incurred a vident attack of dysentexry, through
drinking bad water at Meunt Bischoff, and on the journey out was
very ill indeed, so much so that I feared bhe would die of
exngbtion; howevert he managed to reach the ¥ellow-band Plains
vhere we had some chlorodyne and a few doses set him right again.
He joined us at the Pieman on the 29th.

On the 29th heavy rain set in and the river rose rapidly.
The night of the 30th was very rough; rain came down in torrents
and =2 heavy gale set in, which sent the limbs of trees flying in
all directions; one tree struck the guy rope at the cornmer of the
tend. Rain continued up to the 7th of April, and as it was im-
/
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~possible tocross the river we did some prospecting on the north
side. As a&lkgga gullies were flooded we cnuld not try thr best
places, but widEever we managed to reach the bed rock we obtained
gold The wash is mostly quartz and slate; in some places a kind
of micaceous cement. The gold is scaly, similsr te that obtained
on the Hellyer. The rocks in the vicinity are Soft slates,
micaceous slates, and quartz.

Seeing that we should run a great risk if we crossed the
Piemen I determined to fetch up more provisions, and leave some
on the south side in case nf floods cutting off our return. Took
Burke with me ard went to the Wilson River for flour. On the
way met Jones and Lempriere, who were travelling in a westerly
direction. Returned tn the Pieman on the 1&h, and crossed it on
the 13th.

Found the country on the south side of the Pieman to be
similar to that on the north side, but not so hilly. About half
a mile from the river tried some of the creeks and obtained gold
in every instance in one spot obtained about five specs to the
dish, and about an ounce of tin. The wash is quartz, tourmaline
and slate, very much waterworn, apparently a former bed of the
river.

Continued our course in the direction of lMount Heemskirk
and found the walking very goof. The gullies are very deep and
filled with bauera and small gum trees; but by keeping on the
high ground these are avoided and time saved.

— .
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8 On the 14th we recached lMount Heemskirk and went up one of
1 the peaks,  Found lMount Heemskirk to be a group of hills some of
J ; them slate and others granite, cquartz, and tourmaline - a very
promissing logality for minerals. Finding that we were now about
& five miles from the heach and the country all flat between us amd
the sea, and thinking we were now in well-lknown ground, I de-
texmined to devote ny attention to examining the country north and
south of the Pieman in its immediate vicinity. Camped hear the
o foot of Mount Heemskirk intending to go in the direction of Mount
h Dundas. During the day observed that Lemprier and Jones had fired
the country west of the Parson's Hood and that the fire was
travelling rapidly, in a south-west direction; during the night
the reflection was very bright.

2 On the morning of the 15th found that the barometer was
falling fast md the wind coming in strong gusts from the north
3 - west. Fearing a flood I determined to go back to the Pieman,
and pushed on so as to reach there by evening. Set fire to the
sountry as we went along. Sunday, 16th was wet, and the river
began to rise, but towards eévening it fekl again, and although
s rain fell on lMonday it did nnt prevent us frrm recrossing the

‘ Pieman and examining the south side. On lionday night rain fell
| in earnest and a heavy flood came down the river. Rain contimu-

ing the river rose nearly twenty feet; and, thinking it was too

L late in the season for further work, I determined to return teo
Vount Bischoff on the first opportunity.

On the 20th April we struck our camp on the Plemwen,
and went as far as the summit of the Parson's Hood the most
wretched journey I ever made in my life. Rain set in as we went
up the Hood, and when we reached the summit we encountered a
perfect hurricane of wind and rain; everything was wet through
and we spent a weary night sitting in a tent full of smoke. I
never rememmer such a gale in Tasmania. Reached ocu¥ tent on the

-
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Yellow-band cr the 21st. and managed to get our thing s dried.
Furious squalls of wind and rain continued, and we were obliged

to remain until the 23rd. Arrived at my cottage, Waratah, early
on the 24th.

liessrs Lempriere and Jones, after separating from my
party, proceeded to examine the country in a westerly directiom,
and in the fiﬁ;t stage of their journey ascended the peak to the
west of the 's Hood. This peak is about the same height
as the Hood, of slate formation, although the Junctiop of the
slate and aranite is not far tn the northward. The button grass
was fired and a great extent of country cleared, buf rain preven-
ted the fires extending as far as they might have done in fine
weather. Leaving the ranges they then followed the button grass
hills in a westerly direction and found that the country wad
precisely similar to that already described.

Approaching thePieman the course was altered to south-
west, and after passing through some four miles of forest, the
river was struck a2t a point where a2 large tributary joins it. At
-this point they report the water slightly brackish, and the
river very deep and wide, with no current to speak of. The
formation in the wvicinity is talcose and micaceous schists,
quartz veins, and iren ore. One mass of iron ore was found weigh-
ing between four and five tons. The weather was too wet for »ros-
pectzngzand aceordingly they returned to Bischoff, arriving thare
on the 26tk.

The entire country from the Ramsay River to the west
coast is utterly worthless for agricultural oxr pastoral purposes,
no¥ do I think there is any large quantity of wvaluable timber.

The llacquaries Harbour pine grows in the vicinity of the Pieman and
a few of its tributaries, but the trees are few and far between.

There are, however, sure indications that this part of
Tasmania abounds in mineral wealth althrugh it may be that the
search will be arduous and slow. As in the case of the Hellyer
River so it is with the Pieman; wherever the softer schists oceur
#0ld is found in swall,qu.arditien and I have not the slightest
doubt but that in both rivers godd will be found in vaying quanti-
ties both a&lluvial and reef gold. Tin and gold ocecurring
together in some spois near the Pieman in what is called "made"
groand would indicate that the eonuntry higher up the river is
worthy of examination, and I would recommend prospectnrs tn try
the vicinity of lMount Murchison and the Murchison River.

I do not think it advisable to open up horse-tracks into
the west country until there is something to warrant the
expenditure, but I would advise the Government to cut tracks
fit for men to travel with ledds on their backs. 'The route I adopt-
ed presents so many difficulties that I cammot recommend 1its
adovtion; but would suggest a reute tn the westward of the lierédith
Range.

To completely opern up the west coast to prospectors
three tracks are required.

First,- Burgess's frack from Knole Plain to 2 point
west of liount Cleveland. This track would net require much
clearing, as it has been partly opene& on various occasions.

Second,- A track from the termination of Bumett's
track from Circular Head to the Artihur to join Burgess's track.
This track tobe continued in 2 southerly direction towards
Macquarie Harbour.

Third,- A track from lLake St.Clair tn some point on the
Rk west coast crossing track Bynver two. This track is of importantee
.j\%\ gince a prospector might be or the south @ide of the Pieman and un~
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: !‘h%e tracks would mot be menaivg affairs &as thex
woudd pa@s #hrough npen country. They could all’ be out and mat&ced
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I would respecwully mggest that = pa.::t ‘ae fitf.ed
Pieman |

by sea. Proceeding ub the Pieman in = Boat, the "::a;g,ty 114 b

establish 2 depot en on the open couniry and gearch out and cut e g

track towards the Avthur River and towards llacquarie Harbour. A

couple of men from Mount Bschoff could then cut nut Burgess'

track si as to mest the other pariy. Time wermittirg ,the party

Collingwend Valley. It would be useless to wall for tenders to _
cut tracks in such 2 country and further examination is not requi ed

A good party would examihe the route and cut the necessary
tracks, at the same time furnishing much valuable information nn the

topography and resources of the countyy. ‘ 2

Prospectors will find it extremely difficult work to
ex:amine the western country bty "swagging" from Mount Bischoff, and
I would strongly advise them not to attempt it at present. Four
days would be spent in reaching the Pieman and three in coming back
30 that a party encumbered with tonls, bedding, tents &c. could not
carry sufficient provisions tn enable them %o make & systematic =
?eaxeh. By haatins up the Pieman the work would be easy and pleaaant

I may ¢onclude with mentioning @s an inducement to
pmsgecting the western oo that over tarec Bundred nunges of | |
2old have been obtained in sne season ffom ths Hellyer River, and
that = party of Chinamen ave done exccoedingly well there da.tring 4
the past season. : e uleowred on ‘bhe A;rthap Ty ¥

several places; and coomer ¢ A
been found in the vicinity ef th
ts mertion the discoveries at w' i

I append a sketch map %o Ma ‘U“w ' ;3

I have the honox $o be, ' , @

gix,
Your o’eedimt m e

GHAS ., P. SPR”EHT :
Biatrict Surveyor A

The Hon. the Minister for Lands and Works,
Hobart Town.




