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JJ:OmTT BISCHOFF. GOVERNMENT GEOLOGIST 

1!R. SPRS:~T ' S REPORT ON COUNTRY ROUJ:TD. 

Table Cape, 
3rd ]'ay, 1876. 

I have the h'lnor to forward you the follo ving Report on my 
recent explorations between ~ount Bischoff and the ~est Coast. It 
w~s at first intended to send a party round to the mouth of the 
Pienan , and to boat the provisions up the river as far as it should 
prove navigable; but as the craft selected for the purposes ~as 
not available, qnd tL~e was pressing, I was instructed to go by way 
of :~ount Ramsay. 

I much regret that the first plan fell through, for had I 
boated up the Pieman I should have been able to have examined a 
great extent of country on both sides ~f the river: as it was, more 
tl'lan half our time \Vas occur'Jied in carrying tools and provisions 
backwards and forwards. 

I left Table Cape on February 1st, and proceeded to l'ount 
Bisc.loff by the Table Ca:;>e track, arriving at Waratah on February 
2nd. On the 4th I went out to the Ra."l1say River, and commenced 
bu Uding a depot for my provisions. lent on to 'ount Ral'lsay, and 
reconnoitred 'the country. By the 8th I had received my provisions 
and secured them in t:-~e depot, and on the 9th we commenced cuttiI'l'g 
a track ')n the course selected. J'y party now consisted of four in 
all, myself, Jones :>.nd 3urke, my usual companions, and F.H.Ll)ng, 
who accom,anied me as a prospector on behalf of some private indivi­
duals. We crossed the Ramsay River about ha~ a mile from the dellot 
and ascending a steep hill cl)vered with horizontal scrub, we came on 
an open myrtle forest, extendingfor two miles or so on our track. 
At the termination of this f'orest we came on the grani te country, 
extending over a large area of country, between :oun t Ramsay and 
the J~eredith Range. The granite is of a coarse, micaceous nature 
frequently traversed by thin Se&1S of tourmaline. In many places 
we found immense masses of quartz and tourmaline. Tried the wash in 
several places, but 'lnly obtained some zircon sand and quantities 
of tournaline and irl)n sand. At the co~ ence~ent of this granite 
country the scrub is very dense indeed, and consists of celery 
topped pine trees, myrtle trees, and an undergrowth of horizontal 
scrub, cutting grass, richeas, and tea-tree. Track-cutting in this 
scrub is very slow work, the more so since it is impossible to see 
hat sort of country is ahzead. 

On the 14th we cam e on a track, partly cut, going in a 
westerly direction, ant' thinking we 0',1 'd be better able to avoid 
the gullies by getting on higher ground, I left instructions to cut 
thi s traclc out, and taking Long as a companion I wen t on ahead to 
exmnine the country and cut the track from a more remote point. 

About six miles from the Ramsay ~e ca"l1e to a small stretch 
of basaltic land, about a mile long , a d a f~ne strea~ draining the 
east side of the Ueredith Range. This strea.~ I named the nryilson 
Biver". Crossing the Wilson River we came on the eranite again, 
and climbed over a succession of spurs covered ~ith horiz'lntal 
richeas, celery topped pine, and m1Ttles. About two miles from the 
Wilson I again altered the course to S.S.W., and after travelling 
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foul' miles through the same description of country to that just 
mentioned, we came on a change in the shape of gum timber, tea-tree 
richeas, bauera, and cutting grass. This sort of country extended 
for about a ~ile in our course, and was very wearisome travelling. 
Anlon3st this bauera scrub we found a fine stream running, and along 
its banks quantities of large pine trees of the l'acquarie Harbour 
s)eci es. Some of these trees were upwards of three feet through, 
but al.l of them were dead, killed by some fire many years ago. Half 
a mile from this river we ca'lle on a long narrow plain of buttdn grass 
This plain which I named the "Y:ellow-band Plain, II is ab'lut five 

. miles Inng, and about half a mile in its widest place . It is 
drained by several streail1s, one of which the "Yellow Stre81Jl" i>.s a 
fair si~e river, difficult to cross in winter. The plain is fringed 
with peppermint trees, and contains several belts of timber: the 
walking is gr)r)d , the plain having been burnt off some two years ago. 

, The bare tops of tile T:eredi th Range are close to this plain 
on the west and south-east sides, Made a camp on the plain, and 

started up the l;eredith Plain. Just as we reached the summit a 
heavy storm of rain came on and obscured the view, so that we were 
forced to return. The following day I proceeded down the plain for 
about three miles, and finding an openEng towards the "Parson!s 
lIood" determined to go up and obtain a view. Accordingly we 
selected a route where the fire had cleared off the scrub and button 
grass and made for one of the peaks on the Meredith Range. Follow­
ing up the bed of a creek, I noticed that the granite is traversed 
by many veins of finer granite, frequentl.y containing much iron 
pyrites, and in one instance the grey granite was cut by a wide 
vein of red granite containing small seams of iron are. We reached 
the summit of the Ueredi th Range withoupfuuch difficulty and had a 
fair view for a few moments, when, as on the previous day, 1'ierce 
storms of wind and rain came on, and completely obscured the view; 
indeed so str'lng was t he wind that one could not stant upright on the 
bare granite r'lcks, and for an hour or more we stayed under the lee 
of the pinnacle waiting for the wind to moderate. 

By the 29th the track was cut from the Ramsay River to the 
top of Meredith Range and leaving Jones and lurke to carry out pro­
visions, I went on again with Long to ex&nine the Pareon's Hood. 

The Meredith Range, so named by the late Mr. Gordon Burgess 
extends from the Parson's Hoodin a northerly direction up to Wombat 
Hill. As far as I could see the rock is all granite, slate might be 
found on the north and west side, and I think sandstone on the North­
wast. The summits are covered with tea-tree and bau2ra scrub, with 
occasir)nal patches of button grass, easily got rid of by firing in 
summer. This range is well worthy the attention of prospectors. 

By the 16th March we had cut nul' track through a dense 
scrub of tea-tree and bauera and reached the Parson's Hood where we 
camped for a time. I found the Parson's Hood tnoe a long flat­
topped mountain, the southern bluff of the Me~dith Range.Approaching 
it from the north, we ascended a steep granite spur burnt off by ~r. 
Joseph Harman some two years ago, and found ourselves on a bare 
granite top. Going along the top of the mountain found t he granite 
Xl and tea-tree scrub continued for about a quarter of a mile, then 

changed into a hard metamorphic rock, and an open forest of myrtle 
and tall richeas<, Another quarter of a mile further on the granite· 
sho\Yed again, and a nasty scrub of ho rizontal, tea-tree, cutting 
grass and richeas, then we lost the granite altogether, and came on 
hard slate rock, in some places containing iron pyrites, The 
travelling was now mu ch better being through myrtl~ forest and ferns 
with here and there stringy-bark and blackwodd trees. This sort 
of country continued to the base of the "Hood". From the Y1tllow-
band Plain to the top of the waood" the t0tal rise is about 1500 feet, 
and froiil the top to the base on the south west t ":te fall is 1770 feet 
In thesVi.inity ,.,e obtained zircon sand and a little platillum. The 
platinum might be worth examination, but I am afraid that the place is 

too difficult of access b offer much encouragement to pr~pectors. 
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On the Vlest side of the Parson's Hood I rur informed the forLla­
tion is quite different, and consists of serpentine, diallage, 
hypers tt.ene , wi th iron ores, ssbesto s , copper, and pl atinulll, and in 
some plawes gold. A large creek drains the south- est side of t h e 
Pa..t'.son's Hood. On tile north side of tris cre e:,. th e ~'oc :· :'s slete, 
on tne south side sandstone and quart~. About a quarter of a 
mile from the base of the~"Hood" we can:e on a cor"plete c:lange of 
country in the shape of low hills covered with button grass and 
heath. The formati on here is slate, of all degl'ees of hardness 
and quarta veins. 

On l.arch lOth we set fire to t he open country and succeeding in 
getting a very .,;ood burn. On the 11th showers of rain checked the 
fire, 80 \'7e went thr'lu n it, and made out way to a long, narrow 
ridge of hills, which extended for a great distance in a south- west 
course. Towards evel"ing the 6T.loke cleared off, and Vie saw the 
Pieman River just b"neath us; heav-J rain came or, and we camped 
in a bauera 8n& tea-tree scrub. 

On Monday 13th, we started a 6ain, and followed the ridge until 
we CalYle close to the river; t ,"m , cutting through about tv:renty 
chains of bauera, tea-tree and horizontal scrub ':e pitchet' out tent, 
on the notth 'oaT'k of the Piem'ln, 30M"\!, 2100 feot beloV' the lIIlI! sun1-'!!i t 
bOc;" of the Parson's Hoot' a!1d about s:even miles of wal 1-ing fr'lm its 
base. 

The Pieman Piver, '.'There y-e crossed it, is abnut 80 bE:t: yards 
'~ide, f'lowing very c;ently and alrrost wi thout ary sl')und ._ At its 
lowest level shallo.w bars appe'Jr, an" rapid water for snort distances 
but, as a general rule the water is ~.eep and quiet. The ba",l-s are 
scrubby and U.e edge of the river is line with snags and logs. ! 
am aIrrO.it cert." in 3. ligh~could be "brought up fr'l ]"l the CO" s t tc a 
point "bout s'y"th of the Parsl')n's Hood; possibly it T'ibht be taken 
much further if it wel'e lifted over the bars The Piel"',an is subj ect 
to heavy floods, I have seen fifteen feet in as ~laJ"1y hour8; at 
suc times the current is very rapid indeed, and it wl')uld be 
impossible to cross or navigate the river. Very fine eels a.re to be 
obtained in the river, atso native trout and lobsters, but! never 

caught any blackfish. ! never saw any kangaroo in t he Vicinity 
and OT'ly the traces of wOlllb'lts . 

Our provisions were exhausted the day after we reached the 
Piemal" so on the l ~ th v:e starte1 back agai!" . The day 'J eing warm 
<"nd ,indy , 1'!e set 'tne buttor, grass I')n fire and m8.de a line of 
fire about four miles long. Reached the Yellow-band Plain that 
night, almost exhausted. l..ean..-iLile Jones and Burke had been 
carryin.; out provisions from t he Ramsay River to the Yellow-'oanc', 
Flail's, and by makin c frequent trips had brought out all the 

stores. I ca!"Jlot ima;ine any \\1')rk .ore tiring than carrying heavy 
loads over such l' ugh country day after day. It was by far the 
hardest part of our work. 

On the 18th 
services of Mr. F. 
into two parties. 
reached the Pieman 

arch I went int o Bischoff and obtained t he 
R. Lampriers, so that I might divide ~,company 
After various delays, caused by wet weather, we 
a~ain on the 25th. 

Long had incurI'ed a violent attack of dysentery, through. 
drinking bad water at Mount B1sc~off, and on the journey out was 
very _11 indeed, so much so that I feared he would die of 
exh~tion; however! he managed to reach the Yellow-band Plains 
'her'e ,-e had SOIlle chlorodyne and a few doses ~et him right again., 

He joined us at th .. Pie",an on the 29th. 

On the 29th heavy rain set in and tile river ro~e rapidly. 
The night of the 30th was ver~ rough; rain c~ne down in torrents 
and h eavy gale set in, which sent the limbs of trees flying in 
all directions; one tree struck the guy rope ~t the corner of the 
tend. Rain continued up to the 7th of April, and as it was im-
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- possible tocross t ne rivel we ,did some prospecting on the north 
side. As all tlf',Jl gullies were flooded we cnl1d not try thr bes t 
pl.,cefl, but v!,A$ever we ll,anaged t o reach t he bed rock we obtained 
gold The wash is mostly ~uartz and slate; in S~1e pl~ces a kind 
of micacenu3 cement. The gold is scaly, similar tn that obtained 
on tae Hellyer. The rocks in the vicinity are 'oft slates, 
micaceous slates, and quartz. 

Seeing that , e shouJl.d run a great ri sk if we crossed the 
Piemen I determined tn fetch up more provisions , and l eave some 
on the south side in case nf floods cutting off our return. Took 
Burke with me and went to the Wilson Ri~er for flour. On the 

way met Jon es and Lefupriere, who were travelling in a westerly 
direct ~on . Returned t l'J the Pieman on the Jah, and crossed it on 
the 13th. 

Found the country on the s()uth side of the Pieman to be 
simil -x to that on the north side, but not so hilly...!. About half 
a miJ e from the river tri ed snr;,e of the creeks and obtained gold 
in every instance in one spot obtained about five specs to the 
dish, and a'cou t a;' ounce of tin. The wash is quartz, toul'li,aline 
and slate, very much waterVl()rn, apparently a fOl'liler bed of the 
river . 

Cnntinued our course in the direction of Mount Heemskirk 
and found the walking very goot. The gullies are very deep and 
filled with bauera and small gum trees; but by keeping on the 
hiGh groun these are avoided and time saved . 

On the 14th we reached l~ount Heemslcirk and went up one of 
the peaks . Fo~nd _aun t Heemskirk to be a group of hills some of 
them slate '1nd othex's granite, c;uartz , and tour; aline - a very 
pr~issing loqality for minerals. Finding that we were now about 
five miles frOl.j t he be'lch and the country all flat between us aad 
the sea, and thinking we were now in well -lmo.m ground, I de-
terl .• ined to devote r,y attention to examining the country north and 
south of the Pieman in its illl"lediate 'l"icinity . Camped bear the 
foot ()f Mount Heemskirk intending to go in the direction of ~()unt 
Dundas. During the day observed t hat Lemprier and Jones had fired 
the cotwtry west of tl1e Parson's Hood.. and t hat the fire was 
travellinw r apidly, in a snuth-west direction; during the night 
tl_e reflection was very bright. 

On the morning of the 15th found that the barometer was 
falling fast 'l1' the wind coming in strong busts from the north 
west. Feax'ine:, a floO<i I determined t o go back t" the Pieman, 
and pushed on so as to reach there by evening. Set fire to the 
wountx'y 2.S we went along . Sunday, 16th was wet , and the river 
began to rise, but towards evenin6 it fe~l again, and although 

rain fell on onday it did n()t prevent us fr"m recrossing the 
Pieffian and examinin the SQuth side. On ~onday ni ght rain fell 
in earnest and a heavy flood came down the river. Rain contiru­
in~ the river rose nearly twenty feet; and , thinkin~ it was too 
late in t..-.. e seaso 1'1 for further work, I deter),in od t o return to 
llount Bischoff on the first opportunity. 

On the 20th Avril we struck our camp on the Piem.n, 
and went as far as the 8IDnmit of the Parson 's Hood the mos t 
wretched journey I ever made in my life. Rain set in as we went 
up the Hood, and when we reached the swmrnit ~e encQuntered a 
perfect hurricane of wind and rain; everything was wet through 
and we spent a weary night sitting in a tent full of smoke . I 
never remember such a gale in Tasmania. Reached out tent on the 



Yellow-band cr the 21st. and managed to get our tins s dried. 
Furious squalls of wind and rain continued, and we were obliged 
to remain until the 21rd. Arrived at my cottage, War atah , early 
on the 24th. 

es srs Lempriere and Jones , after separating from my 
party, proce,eded to examine the country in a westerly direction, 
and in the first stage of their j ourn ey ascended the peak to the 
west of the Puson's Hood. Tni s peak is about the same height 
as the Hood, of slate formation, altnough the junctioD of the 
slate and granite is not fax' t'l the northward. T'ne button grass 
was fired and a great extert of country cleared, but rain preven­
ted the fires exter'dine, as far 'lS t hey micht have done L fine 
weather. Leaving t~e ranges t hey then followed the button grass 
hills in a westerly direction and foun d that the country waa 
precisely similar t o that already described. 

Approaching t hePieman the c'lurse was altered t 'l ~outh­
\-e~ t, ard after passing through s"me four milos of forest, the 
river "as struck at a point 'II' ere a large tributary joins it. At 

-t!li:; paint they report the water ::;lightly brackish, and the 
xivel very deep and wi de, with no currert to speak of. The 
for,ation in th3 vicinity is talcose and micaceous schists, 
qJartz veins , and iron 'lIe. One mass 'lf iron are was found weigh-
ino be tween four ard five tons. The weather was too wet for pros-
pectinG and a~ordingly they returned to Bischoff, arriving there 
on tHe 26th. 

T'ne entire count!-y from the Ramsay River to the west 
coast is utterly '-orthlf>ss for "lgricultural or p"storal purposes , 
no~ io I think the.e is any la ge quantity of valu"ble ti bor. 
Tne _ acquaries Harbour pire e;ro,'s in the vicinity of t he Pien,an and 
a few of its tributaries, but the trees are few ard far between. 

Ther e 3re, however, sure i dications that t .is 1:)~rt of 
Tasl.aria abounds in mineral wealt"1. alt'1.-ou.:;h it may be th~t the 
sear"ch will be arduous an.d slow. As in the case of the Hcllyer 
Riv er so it is Witll the Pieman; wherever the softel- schists occur 
"old is found in S1 'Ill qu",TTt':lties ".J1d I t.ave not the slightest 
doubt but that jr both livor" go " -' will b e f oun·' ir "'syir£ quanti­
ties bo th alluvial and. reef 60 ... d. Ti n and .sold occurr:l.n." 
toget.J.~r in 90~.I~ S40.Jot s r- ea- t.d.e Pie .. lan in what is callad "Yua"e " 
.,;ro'UonJ ~ould indice.te that t .le c,>c;.ntl'Y hi[;her up the r ivex is 
1~orthy of exa.':'r ~tion. and I wOClld rec'>lllJIl:'lnd ~ros'!)!'ct~rs t'> try 
t.J.e y;c:l.nity ,.,f :'_ount lul'c!J.ison ~~d t he l'urchison River. 

I do no t t::L n it advisa'bl o t'l o::?~~ up :.orse-tracks irto 
t,.e west co'mtry unt il there is Sf) ,ethir.:; to warlart t .le 
e enditure , bUot I wf)uld advise t he Gover,u"ert t 'l cut tracks 
fit f 'lr .. 1en t " travel wit loa.ds '> n their backs. 'The r?ute I adopt­

d ~r:'lser t s so m~ry diffi culties t .at I cannot recommend its 
aJ.o' __ tion ; but w'>uld sugse;;t a raute t'> t h e we:>twal'd of the .. erE!di th 
B.a.;"...;;e. 

To crn~letelY ope up the wes t coast to pr'ls'!)ectors 
t.lree t ac.'s are r eq :'r "d. 

First, - Bu ' ess t s tI'ack from Knole Plain t o a po int 
;;est '>f 1 aunt Cleveland. T"i strack "'o",ld not req lire r~uch 
c1e"'1·::'r"" as it has bee partly ,>:,;e ell on val'i?us occaaiona . 

3ecand,- A tra(;h frohl t re terLtlr',tion '>f ett's 
t 4.: 3.c ..... fl"Oll Circul ,:r l1ead to t '.e ArtHU: +0 join 13u ... 6ess t strack. 
T.:liv t. ~c.,. t be c~,- t -I,u"d in sO'.lthe:ly directior t'>war d'3 
Uac Uoa~' i e HarboUol. 

Tnird ,- "track froTI, Ia.Li:e St.Clair tn so e point '>11 the 
V'C.3t cOcost crossin", tl-ac'r bynvE'r two. This traCK is of il,,)Ort:o.nCee 
sinc", a prospect'll I" oht be '>" tlle s0uth side "'if t:le Pieman and u -
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a~l<> tt"l C~r);:;3 on account ::l~ flcoG.;:; be 'l ~J.i",::!d to no.}:c Oclt 
anot.lsl dilBctinn. 

in 

~L.~~~e -{-. ..;;t"~~ .. ,_'::: n"~. ·0:0 e- e) ....... .:v Cl n...(>.£'a'rs ~~ t "'ny ... __ .. .... ...... ~ .... w _ ... _ "''"./;" .i:J .... _ ...... ,;.1 1. .~ ....... ~.L ...... 

"'1.,11 .::ass t :.l ')'lw' .r! r "0 .ntr '. T."ey cf') ... lc. all be cut and nal'ked 
~.t " go 0 d P ty dUl in", t :. z next SIllJJlller . 

I wr)",la. :e::'jectfull' s·..lg.;eat t l at a pa ty be fitted 
O.lt sa.1J nex".; ,,'Ill •. 8l rd "ant ro;;.nd to the mrnth o f t •. e 1'ie. an 
'cy sea.. 2l'ocecG.ino t D,e Pief •. a.'1 i!" ~ beat, the. <>rty w"l..ld 
e:jtabii".1. " de~)"t en cr the opel' country and sea.rch out a,.,d cut a 
tl'ac~~ ".;o\~ards the Artl:.ur River' al1d towards l"acQ.uarie Harbour. A 
C~,,)19 of ",er fr om L!')unt Bischoff co ,ld t l:.e·1 cut 'lut Burgess 1 

traclc .3i as t " . J t t.le ot •• e::: party. Ti""e 'P9I'l'l",ittirc; ,the party 
"'')<1"- .usn "1'1 t'lWal",(l La-e' St. Clail' by 1'10.: of t he KinG Rivel' an;l 
Coll~ni';wo'ld Valley. It \Y' ulc' be usele.;s to vall for t enders t'l 

cut trac.·" in "uc.]:. ? c'J'.:tT'try '11" fUlt:.'r "xa;',inat ' ''n is nrt rsq ,ired 

A good. party ''''''.lld ex=ihe t:1.e route and cut the necessary 
tracks, at the s::-.;ne t ir.le fur." :"shill"; muca valuabl e infr)j,~t ... ation on the 
topr);;rapilY and reS'lUl'ces 0: the country. 

Pl 'l spectol's ill fird it extremely diffi cul t '''ork to 
eX'l)';',ine the wes tern co .. mtry :y "swao 3in,,;" fl.'mil l..ount Bischoff, and 
:;: w,ulc. "tron,;ly a,.vise th:;; n'lt t 'l attmT'pt it at present. Four 
days v.'ould be s"l)eY1 t in reachin;; the Pieraan ::llld t hree in co;ning back 
3') t!J.~t " p-u-ty encw-ioe:.ed "fith to 'lls , bedding, tents &c. co<111 not 
cal-ry sufficien t pl''lvi;;io11G t 'l er able t,1.e;'l t 'l make a syste;;..atic 
fJew:c:1. . By. boatin" up t he Pie: an :l:he "Tor}; , -uld be e asy ,.,nd plea"art 

I r;,.ay c '1clud~ "'it:, :'1e¥'ti1u'>ins as an inducement to 
::;>rospecting the We.3tel'n c01lLtry that over t .are-e h'Jndred 0 mces 'If 
~old r!ave oee:'1 obtained irl nne sea,3'lYi f$am t"18 Hellyer River, and 
t·l'l.t a party of Cilin<Wlen aave d!)n() x:nedi ngly ''!ell the:'", du:::in; 
the ) st seasor'. C0..J»el' has be ... ·'·isc n v°:..:l1 on t"he Arthw" in 
several places ; and c'l)"er 1 ead, ti ~~ , 3011, "lnd pJatiJ1.l.lJ" have 
'bee!1 fr.'i.,Al1G.. in the vicinity f the l»'USO:l'S 40 • a,rld the Pie..rnar , not 
t~ menti'ln the discoveries at ¥amt Bischl}ff a .! .'aunt Rlillisay. 

I app:nd a slcetch ;na~ t'l illu strat e e &b~ve ~.ro.t. 

I have the hono r t~ be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant. 

CHAS. P. SPREl:iT, 
District Surveyor 

The Hon. the Hinister for Lan s and Works , 
Hobart Town . 
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