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Sir, 

WESTERH COUNTRY 

REPORTS BY THE HON. J.R.SCOTT, AnD llR. C.P. SPRENT. 

GOVERNMENT GEOLOGIST 

New Town, 
22nd l.~ay, 1877. 

I beg to forward y"'u a sketch map of my recent rl')ute from 
Hobart Town vi .... Lake St. Clair tl') the Pieman River'" just above 
its navigatable p'lint, 3X1.d theflce by l'ount Bischoff t,., Emu Bay 
making a circuit which I believe I am the first to have accl')mplished. 
I send it partly on public grl')unds, to give as much infon~ation as 
pos3ible to your Departmen t as I can of a tract soon likely to 
attract the attentil')n of pro spectors; and secondly wi th a request 
that you will confirm and record SaNe names wh"ch I ' have conferred. 

The fi r st of t~ese.- Mount Tyndall - is an apnropriate con­
tinuation of the sequence of name s I')f eminent men of science given 
by GOUld to the peaks of the est Coast Range, of which it is one. 

Lake Dora and Lake Spicer I named in honor of r r. and !~rs. 
W • . • Spicer o1f this city. 

I have ins erted such native na~es as I could f ind recorded. 
That of the Pieman is ml')re euphonious than our own name for it. 
One of those of Uount Heemski r k was also t h e name for the so-called 
"flints" used by the aborigines. 

I fixed various points along the r ou te with tolerable 
accuracy by pris~atic-c')mpass observations of three trigonometrical 
points where possible, or else to well-known mount9.ins. A good deal 
of the filling-in is from Gould's pbans, in many places ce~fied by 
me. Still it is only a sketch , liable t,., considerable errl')r. I 
have v~itten full explanations u~ n it, except as to the distances, 
which I estimate as under. 

I have the honor t~ he, 
Your oedient Servant, 

JAllES R. SOOTT. 

The Hon. the l:inister for Lands and Works . 

Es timated distance along 
route Miles 

Hcbart To\'m via Hamilton & 
alborough tl') boat-house 

at Lake St. Clair 117 
Lru<e St . Clair to King's R. 
at junction of North! 
South Eldon Rivers 39 

King's River no rtherly by 
L~<es Dora ~ Spicer, and 

lTature 

Cart road 
Gould 's rdarked track-partly fit 
for pack-horses , partly foot­
tl'ack. 

Total 

117 

_ t~enc e alon", top of Dundas R ;n 

Trackless bush, except wnere 
patches were cut tlroUDJ, 
scrub 

L .... .-



T"op of Dundas Range down to 
vear-est open country in 
direction of hloynt Heem­

J<irk . 
Across open country to 
Donnelly's track near bend 
of l:'ieman River south of 
~ount Livingstone 

Along Donnelly's tr ack t o 
his m" in de!,ot at head of 
navigation. 

Don nelly's depot to Sprent's 
track of 1876 , S.W. of 
Parson' 5 Hood 

Along Sprent's track of 1876 
to Knole Plain. 

Knole Plain to Emu Bay 

Sir, 

10 

12 

12 

25 
48 

2. 

Foot-track cut through forest 
and scrub. 

Traclcless bush- part recentlJ 
burnt 

Foot-track cut through scrub ­
unmarked across about four 
miles of open country 

Part cut track through scrub­
res t tracl,less bush 

Rough foot-track cut & marked 
to Mt Ramsay Rd. then horse 
track. 

By cart road. 

Lands and Works Office, 
19th June, 1877. 
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181 

191 

203 
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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd May last, accompanied by a sketch ~ap illustrative of your 
I'oute through Western Tasmania via Lake St. Clair to the Pieman 
Biver and tia Mount Bischoff to Emu Bay, and desire to thank you on 
behalf of the Government for the very valuable information it 
contains. 

The names suggested by you for vari ous mountains, &c shall be 
adopted; and when 'r. Sprent furnishes me with a map of the various 
routes he has accomplished in that cuntry, it is ~y intent ion to have 
a lithographic plan issued for the public benefit, more especiaay 
prospectors, whose researches will be l',aterially assisted by the 
infon.lation you have each contributed. " 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedien t Servant, 

C.O'REILLY, 
~inister for Lands & WorD 

The Honorable James Beid Scott, New Town. 

Sir, 

Ho bart Town, 
l!ay, 1877. 

During the past five months I have been employed cutting 
tracks and explorin5 in th ~ Vicinity of the Pieman and Arthur 
Rivers, and I now have the honor to furnish you with the following 
Report. 

The members of the party besides myself were C.W.Lord, F.Il. 
Long, D.Jones, and J.Burke, Leaving Table Cape on the 2l.~ December. 
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1876, Vie arrived at Circular Head the same day, alld i mmediately 
sent our baggage out to t".e startill<3 !Joint selected. On the 
invi tatioll of Mr. S .B.EL-uett we established ou, head-quartel's at 
his farm, close to the south boundary of the Circular Head estate. 

The first v·ork to be undel·takell was the re-openijj.g of 
Emmett's :crack to the Arthur. This track was cut by 1:1'. Elmnett 
for the Govermnent years ago alld has several times been re-
opened at private expense, but at the time of my visi t it was much 
blocked up by fallen timber. 

After leavin5 the cultivated farms the track follows 
a iirectioll as pearly s 'lu th as t h e llature of the country pel':'llits 
alld for a distall ce of about one n ile passes through some good 
agricultural lalld, after that it ellters t he usual description of 
myrtle forest, almo s t universal ill the back parts of the COUll try 
of '.Vellington. This descript:''Jn of country continues for about 
two miles, save where the locality a stretch of about ~ne mile 
of bauera scrub and gum trees lends a by no means pl~asillg 
varietytnthe travelling. The forest is very brokell alld inter­
sected by nUL1el'OUS creeks, but the E'l£K1Jti¥ hills do 1l0t rise 
to ally great height above the surrounding country. The rock is 
in most places basalt, but here alld there quart~ gravel s shows 
out, apd a soil, compos ed ap·oarelltly of decomposed slate. In 
fact it would ap 'Jear that this crlUntry, as we ll as the Campbell 
Range, is but a thin overlap of basalt upon a Silurian formation. 

About nine miles from :Emmett ' s far", there is a branch 
track going to Kay's hut, at the junctioll of the Arthur and 
Hellyer Ri~ers. We followed. this track for about half a mi le 
t he n left it and cut a ~ew chains of new track on to Gibson's 
Plains. North of Gibson's Plaill there is somcextent of good 
lalld, heavily timbered with lllyrtle, stringy bark, sass9.fras and 
ferp trees. The creeks show quartz in abundallce, and patch es 
of white clay occur. This clay is plentiful, and may some day 
be used for pottery purposes , alt'lOUgh it is not "kaolin" as p •. allY 
have supposed , but tather a decomposed sl te, kaolin being a 
decomposed felspar largely used ill the manufacture of china. 

Gibson's Plain is about two ITiles long from no:cth to 
south, extending for about the same dis tallce 1estward from the 
track. l!r. Eornett states that there are other plains on the 
we3t side divided from Gibson 's Plain by a narrow belt of timber. 

The plain is c0vered with button grass and coarse herbage, here 
and there a few peppermin t and gum trees. The s0il is very wet 
and COld, being a spoPgy white clay , unfit for cultivat'0P. In 
fact the plain is IrO bO:;GY as to be danger<l.S for horses , 'lnd \~e 
subsequently had sorhe difficulty i6 inducing anyr:lJ1e to risk 
hors es upon it. The south <end 0f the ,J.ain, being higher, is 
dry and mo re gravelly, exhibitinL quartz veins and slate rock . 

After leaving Gibsop ' s Plaip the track passes over 
some very brolcep cOUl"try, frequently covere \~i th thick patches 
of horizf)ntal scrub. Several creeks are crossed, ope large 
one Imo\7p a s the Gunn River. The rock in this vic'nity is a 
dark slate or ~ flag. One !Clore parrow belt of button grass is 
~os sed aJ1d the track thep follows the C0urse of a creek, 

passing over rough ground wi th cu ttin c; grass, t"", tree, apd bauera 
of and emerging 0n a small extent of o!Jer· ground cldse to the 
Arthur River. 

As Eli1mett 1 s trac ~ finishes u:;> on a steep bap'r of the 
river v e cut a ~resh track so as to strike a fnrd liiwer dnw!"', and 
by n,a::in.; some slight side cuttin~s \~e nanaged to :;et a fair 
crossins place for the horses. 
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The countl'y in the vicinity of the Arthur is very broken 
and rough, abounding in bauera and horizontal scrubs. The rocks 
are sands tones, quartzites, and slates. The slates in many 
places a re flat, splitting into flags; they have been classified as 
Ca brian , but I am inclined to thin" they are Silurian. The 
locali ty is not a promising one for minerals ; a little f ine gold 
is found in the river, but it is evidently d~ived from sources 
higher up the river, The occurrence of blocks of granite in the 
river has led many people to iD~gine that a granite country would 
be found hiOler u~, but I am of o~inion that th0 granite is 
deri ved from cOTI,;lJio:,erates of Cam~bell' s Range, and that tbe 
ori"inal site is IIampshire Hills and ~'ount Bischoff. To the 
west of Er:l!11ett's track the country is entirely unexp;Lored, and I 
would su gest i t to Circular Head prospectors as th~ifield of 
future operations. It would not be diff~cult t o t ake out a punt 
sufficiBntly strong to carry a p~rty down the river; fish, lobsters 
and eels are plentiful and th.ere is a fair chance of success in the 
vicini ty of l~oun t Balfou.r and the c")untry to the south of the 
Duck River settl ~ents. 

To provide against any interception of o~r con~ni~ations 
b~ floods, we carried out the boards for a l'ght punt ; these we 
put together at the river, and at out departure left themnt in 
a small g~lly on the south side clos e to our depot. 

By the 13t h January e had finished clearing out Emmet t s 
track 8.nd established out headquarters on the Arthur River, 
sevf'nteen miles from 1'1' . E!<iY ett's farm. On the 15'th I sent Jones 
back to Circllar Head t o fetch out pack-horses, and vdth the rest 
of the party started off to examine the country to t he south, 

Aft"%' crossing the Arthur we passed through a few chains of 
timber and found ourselves on a narrow belt of open ground ; 
striking 9. srmtl1.erly c()urse , we travelled f()r four miles ()ver 
butto!" grass and heath' until vie CaMe abreast of t h e Blue Peaked 
Hill . This hill is, I suppose the one from which Ur . Wedge 
examined the country in 1828, although I fancy that the "Blue 
Peaked Ran ge 11 as Helly.er calls it , v:as further to the wast. The 
hill itself is a SMall one of t hree peaks , not very high in fact 
not so high as snme of the '3urroundin:; country . Turning towards 
the east we crossed a large creek running through abel t of 
tUlber and t hen resumefr ou~ southerly course. Arother three miles 
o~erbutton grass hil's brou 6h us t o a fine large creek running 
thrnu~h a forest towards the S.\'1. Seeing a lofty forest in front 
of us I sent Lord and Burke back to the creel- and Arthur ao 
conplete the track, whilst Long and I examined the ground ahead. 

-tel' crossing t he crek and travelling for another m ' le; we came 
t o t he Rapid River. ani immediately on crOSSing it g'lt into very 
rough coun try inde d. After two days tumbling about in bauera and 
borizontal scrub I determined to strike a course more to the 
\ve3tward, and on making o~erin t hat direc tion we soon came on to 
extensive button srass plains. Finding t"Et a tongue of these 
JIx:i: p1ains extended back nearly to t he Rapid River we crossed 
t hat river and marked a route back to our forr'er track from the 
Al·thur, 

Fr~ a hiDh rise neqr the Rapi~ River we had a capital view 
of the country . and saw 1'o'lnt C8r eron, Cape Grim , a·,d 0 the I' points 
on the Wool-nor t h estate . Th.e c'luntry between us and 1001north 
appears to oe low but very broken , '~i th here and there patches of 
button grass and bauera scrubs, 



-
5\\'2 

Vie returned to the Arthur on the 20th January, and 
found the c.e!)ot cor"pleted, ~nd a ";'lfJd s'lp:>ly flf provisiflns 
fetched out by the .:>ack-horse$. On the 22nd we carried out a 
load of pOYisioJ;ls to the Rapid River "1.."1d comrenced cutting 
a pac:, :lorse track across the vall"y. The Rapid River l'Uns 
t'rou6h a deep gorge the banks are very ~recipitous and 
cove"'ed wi th horizontal scrub. To lnake a safe rflad for horses 
we were obliged to n ake side cuttincs, and'renfJve i=ense logs 
and rocks. Th~s occupied us until th:') 27th when we again 
reached the open grrlUni on the south si de of the river. Finding 
that the open SI'0und some distance '3fJuth e deterr,lined to shift 
our depot our as far as t he hflrses coul Abe go t. 

The Rapid River is well Dam~d , runnin- as it doe s 
very swiftly over a bed of hard red s] a te; il:'lT1ence cliffs of 
slate r ock , fJf toe metamorphic variety occur all along its 
banks. In these cliffs ST ,all veins of irfJn 0 ccur, '3.nd the cre­
vices and protected parts are frequently covered TIlth crystals 
of alum. All the button grass country on bo th sides of the 
river is conposed of slates, quartzites and sandstones, n6 
appearance of gold or black sand, occ ~sionally a few zircons. 

On the 29th January Jones went to Circular Head 
to fetch out the pack horses, the rest of us crossed t he 
Rapid River and struck out in a S.S.\'{. direction over the open 
ground. e found the travelling very good, and as we pro-
ceeded the open grfJund extended further t fJ the westward to the 
eastward be'ng a hiGh forest. The button grass was short an d 
scanty having been burnt off n~t many years ,reviously con-
•• ,re.tlyour fires did'not'make much progress. Crossing 
several small creeks we continued ou~ route over level ground 
until we came to a large creek runnin g through a narrow band 

of ti,llber. After crossing this belt t '-e o"'en .;round '~id.e"'s out 
very ruch , extendinG for -:ore than a mile to the east whilst 

to the westward veins of forest and button grass "l'1ins extended 
as far as the eye could see. The plains 'ereabouts are . 
studded with trees and present a very pleasi.ng aPlleacance, and 
from a distance w'Uld be mistaken for a fi!l.e gra.ssy country, 
Continuing our course about S. ~. e p'l.ssed oval' ":-"r' ".. " 
_:.tiJ we came to a river running round the base of a wooded 
h11l. This l'iver i 6 lU) doubi the one ',edge named the Arthur 
mi staking it for the Arthur n"1: ,ed 'by Hellyer, a : i vel' '}',i -';-1 

un! tes ",i th the Hellyer many miles to the east. At the place 
where Vie struck the river it flows over flat flags, the water 
being shallow but her e and t here deep holes occur and frequent 
fallS. Higher up the stream is gravelly im~eded by timber 
and abouds in laree blackfish and lobsters. We established 

out C&lP on t his river, t~o of t h" party returnin j to stake 
out the route we had taken , whilst Long and I ex&,lin ed t~e 
forest in front. On entering the forest Vie fo lnd that' it was v 
very good agricultural land, timbered Fith bums, myr tles, 
fern trees, ~epper. &c. the s~il being derived from a dark blue 
slate. Clay-slates abounded some of them splitting wel) but 
conta ning too cll iron -yrites t oe of ary value. There nus t 
be a large extert of fair land in thi ~ Idoal1 ty and it a,'!Jears 
to extsnt some miles to the we6t. On examination ,;e found 
that the button grass country extended farther in a S.B. 
directiop ; accordin8:l:r we stl'uck our camp and r turnin g 
.,bout a mile on o"r track ,altered our course to S.E. and 
travelled over button lass rises for some three JaXgl!lO?"'ri:x ... 
or four miles furthe:, the latt er ~ar t of the route oeing 60Uth 
again. We now f~nd that a narrow forest divided us from a 
h~gh ran~e of ~:pen hill s and that there v'ere several brllllDhes 
of t h e ~er flowing frmn them. 
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After cutting a track throush the forest and crossin;; 
tV/O: b ranches of the river, vr e came out on some wet buttrm grass 
l ,19,ins extendin; up to the foot of the high hills. As the s e 
pl a in s had never been burnt "e lo s t PO time in s etting them on 
fire, apd soon had the satisfac t ion of seeing the high button 
grass swept clean away . Tr aval ling over this country for a 
cople of miles we itciled our camp at a creek close to the 
foot of a spur leading into t :le high hillS, having determined 
to establish a depot h ere. 

Reckoning t he Rapid River as ei3:ht miles frr)ID t he Arthur 
we had I"r)W travelled abr)ut eighte en mil~s frOlll the lat ter 
river own with t he'excep tion of about a nile al"d a quarter 
of forest s,t t he Rapid River and t he half mile of forest 
dividing ~ ~ t he plains, the whole of 
this route was over buttop grass cr)uptry, of slate and quartzite 
formatiop 

Meanwhile Jone s had hired pack horses an fetche d t hem r)ut 
t hir t e en miles south of the Arthur . They might easily have come 
on ~pr) ther five miles , but t heir owners rere afr-id of the 
bO';S"J natu r e of 12<rts r)f t he plain . 

Leaving Jones and Burke t o carry t he provis ions from the 
place where the hr)rses left t hem t r) oJ.r new depot, I started 
ou t with Long and Lord to make a route over the hills. Aft:er 
settin6 fire to the button gras s we Climbed up some steep rises 
c overec with tal l bu ttr)n grass -l1d tea tree wd wi t h Sr)Lle 
di ff iculty .;o t or to the ridge. To t he east of us apseared 
a deep gully separating us from a r ange of bare "',oun tai ns running 
north and sou th for many miles; to t he wes t ward .,ere deep gullies 
full of bauera scrub and thick tea-tree, and beyond them again 
bare hills connected wi th t he Norfolk range. Travelled for four 
miles over this h ibh ridge and then finished up with a high 

peak whi ch we naLled the "py,:amid Hill" From this hill we 
observed a deep valley in fropt r)f us , 2nd open ground on 

beyond iOpparently extending right up to I'ount :~orfolk. 

By this time t he coup try was on fire in all direct~ons, 
and com'~letely obscured by t he smoke ; but on ano ther occasion 
froLI thi s same hill "e e aw Kount BiscilOff, j'ount Cleve)(l and , 
l:er edi t h Rapge , I~ount Hee"nskirk, and t h e whole of the Horfolk 
Range. On comipe; d0wn off thi s peak we entered the forest 
and commenced cutting o"t a tracle. The e:lge of the forest as 
usual was very thick bauera , tea-tree, and cutting grassr,' then 
changing int o thic k horizon tal . 

(Continued on next page) 
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After cuttin about half a mile ,e came on a 
y,ery r3. •. id strea; , ~I')t very lpl'oe, but very rr)cl-.f ond ery 
tI'oublesr)lle to get across in 'pet 'eatnel. In this river I 
noticed waterworn boulders of granite s'1.'lwir:; nica and ir')n -,yri tes , 
eli, oint;; up a steep ban:.c ' e cut our way thrncl6h horizontal and 
tea tree and::'n short istance CSi e on 3110ther river but r,uch 
lar~er than the l~st one Tnis river also showed granite , and 
we 9rocured a fevi specs of scaly gold frr:>m the gravel. On the 
sou th side of the r~ vel' an open spur crune cll:> se down tr:> the bank 
so that ,-e lo::t no time in gettin; across and set ting fire to the 
button grass , and ve sr:>on had the satisfactil')n of seeing a" 
extensive fire. 

The bel t .~f fr:>r,est -e had cut throu g.'ioJ. "!luI 
about' a mile and a half wide, wd appears to be the valley 
Savage River , as indi cated I')n J'r. Gordon Burgess I s map . 

be 
of the 

We now took a C'lurse nearly S . S.E., and travelled 
for a mile or so over open rises covered with outton grass, then 
over wet flats of tea-tree and hutton grass for another ~'i le, 
arrivin-., at the foot of some steep quartzite hills. Here we 
established our C'lZ.p for a few day'3 \"hilst we burrit off the 
",Ul ~'oun in,,; count ry. -

Provisions being exhausted we returned to our 
last depot an obtained a fresh supply~ and on the 5th February 
carried out a heavy load each, just in time to escape a. "!)erfect 
delu:;e of rain , The we'l.tl1.~r W90S now very wet and stormy and 
hindered our operati'lns very much ; bu~ as oJ.r ::;>resent cam~ was 
almost flooded out we were obliged to f, et further on to r:>b t ain 
shelter and firell'l')od. \'e cc~~'1 :;1~' 01i l',e"' ,,_, +'-0 Gte.: hills 
er d saw in front of' us an i nense timbered c,-,rce evidently 
containin., several streams. By this tin'e I was getting tired of 
the barren 311d useless dar t 0 f country we h~e been travelling over 
and thinkin ,; that if I ;ot nearer the Granite F.ange I mi;ht come 
across a "':ore promisinb country for minerals, I altered the course 
B .S.E" not gon e a quarter of T.lile1' before the quartzites gave 
place to limestones, 3.0'11 the forest proved to be more opel" than 
usual. te prospected one J arge creek and obt'l.ined a f ew s:pecs r)f 
scaly gold. After crossin ,; several creeks about ~ mile and a 
half from the open ground, '"'e CaJ"le on the River Donaldson a.nd 
cs.lped there fr)r 8. fev: dp.ys, :Tot i cing sl')me ..;>ebbles of irl)n I')re 
in the creeks we traced t'.c ;ullies up '11'1d 30-::n caJ"e tl') an 
i ense quantity of irl')n Qre, thousands of tons strewing the 
surface of t h e ground. The ore is sllmetimes magnetia. are sllme­
times bro,,'T' ore and hematites here and there veins of iron pyrites 
T.le r .• ost a'JUndant rock in the icinity is mica schist ; but 
liniestol"es are a'ound'l.l"t 01'1 the ,es t ~ i::e of the river. The iron 
is alJ on the east side, a.,d is as sociated ,i th a quartz conglome­
rate and veins of granite. 

~etalJiferous veins abound, but I cl')uld not find 
any ~oluable ones, al thl)u,;;h I a.-r. of opinion that cop"ler pyrites 
wrnld be T'Jund all)ng witt. the veins of iron pyrites, We traced 
the irlln oyer so .e half a nlile of country U:9 the river , ">nd also 
exandned tHe river for ;;old but on account of the im: ense c.uanti­
ty of imm sand in eyery dish we had n~t much success. On going 
down the river \-e lost the ir rJn ard cs.'e I')~ mica schists "nd meta­
mor;;>hic slates, obtained gold wherever v:e mana ed to bott'lrr a 
hole, but there is very little wash dirt in the river. Large 
b ulC:ers r)f granite a'uound derived )lr:>bably frr:> r, Aykes of .:;ra,.,ite 

enetrating the slates. to.vether thisis a country 'lelJ '-orth 
• l'l)specting. 

Leaving the Donaldson. we 'er t over a steep rise 
and found a'10ther vallny before us, t:~l.is we o"d tr:> cut our way 
acr"l'ss" D.l":i we fa nd t:'ie l1.nriz"rtal '"er. t'lick indeed. The so'l 
1:ad n'J ~ changed to c.uartz ~ravel. After c Lt ttin - t[.rr:>ubll "bout 
three Files of scrub ,rye 'l.;ain car e 01" tr) npen buttnn grass 
country. 
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By this ti;,;e ()ur vlIlrlc was getting very heavy as we had 
our provisi()ns some distance , tW() : .en being cr:mst'l.ntly at '-()rk 
gninb f',nd ~'eturning 17i th loads. I !i.o\'! saw very :plainly t l.at Vi e 
should :'() t be able to fe t ch 'lLlt OUl T)r() isifln'3 frnm Circular -read 
but :'ust c()l11 .unicate "'ith l'ount B:;'schodlf. ,e tbelefore 
e stablished a depot ()n t he 'l)en ylains '-e "ad just reached, md 
af t er stowing away OUl' bag ,age sh'lped " course 'n the direc t ion 
of ;:ount Cleve~and tIl try aJ'd find Burgess ' s track. For about 
three r':'les we travelled over a spur of the Button Gras s HillS , 
9.l1d t "en came to a thick scrub flf tea-tree and auera. Here we 
p icked UD BurGess ' s IU2rlc6 , wd fflllowed them as f ar as ... e CflU] d 
tra.ce them. Passing through t ne bauera scrub "'e went dovm a 
deep ",ully of slate for atioJ1, where Yle .ad to enc'lunter Sfll,e bad 
h():riz";lt~l scrub; i:J-,ir.; +'I'=" 'l ~'"'7,,'-~-tl~ck ye cru.e on a large 
strea" most probably the \IlLYte River. Here I noticed a clay­
slate c()).tainin", carbflnate ()f cop:;Jer anongst the boulders in the 
river. At a late period '--e discovered this sane ~ock in situ ; it 
will be described f\;"rtJ.1.er ')11. 

The geological natur e flf the cfluntry n()w changed entirely 
fOl' after crossin:,; t:1.e \n'qt8 a secon~, tiue we came on roc:{s which 
a--Jeared to me to be chlorite and hornblendic schists gradually 
givin6 place to a dense hornble,"de rock. Further on we came on 

rock s which I t h i n'< are serpentines ; fr equen tly narro"- veins of 
asbestos traverse t ,"es e roc]:6. Other rocks, which ax e altflsether 
stral"e;e tn Le , occur, and unt'l I have had them prflperly 
classified it w'1uldb e useless tfl escribe thera . 

After leaving the Vc'hyte River fo~ the secnnd time we wen t 
'p a ot8ep syur cflverec'. vti th tea-tree, cuttinG grass end bauer'l. , 
--ery slo'-- tra',rellinG in"eed , ~l"d it cos t us f1".ch hard labour to 
gain the outtfln ;;1'3,8" beYflnd . otc.er three ~il_es flf s t eep b'l.re 
hills succeeded, when l-e fflund flutselves stoppe<i by a dense scrub 
ryf bauera , tea-tree, 3,nd cuttin~ gras3 . This piece of scrub .as 
tj"e wors t I ha7e e'"er been in,;., and al thfl \..;h there '--as not a 
c;uarter "f8 mile flf it , we YTere nearly Iou': ' ~urs tearing cur 
way throu.;n it tfl th e ~[azl-c~orys Ri Ver. After some hours t \L"llbl:img 

abrut fln rncky hills covered Y-ith dense scrub we CQIfle 0)1 a blaz,ed 
line gain in an eastel'lY dh'ecti()n . Afte:. crossing the Hazlevfood 
iver :m!! the ho r nblendic rocks - ere replacer'_ by schis t s and t>atches 

flf basal t and quartzites. : a:'"inJ rJur way ':tlflrg the blaz 3d " ne 
flver S'llne very steep hi..lls an" ",lllies we Cal ,e dflwn on the "'hy t e 
River aGain, and crosst~ t thre2 times befol'e we Gflt clea1' frfl Y, the 
val l ey. The track now led up a very steep s-;Jtir flf the i'agn et Range 
velY fair tl'avelling , but 'blocked u) by 'uoh fal'en tillber . F o r the 
!,)ast tWfl days we had been on very s:"flrt alJol"rulce f)f provisirms 
and 'iihen we reached t:1.e l'agl1et we were reduced to small cakes 
a;:.iongst five of us so t hat we had toal(e the bes't speed vre c'luld 
to Bischoff. Climoin", up the spur flf the cagnet Range we at 
lenbth Cffine on Sflr"e fl)en gr'lund - a sum fflrest wit,l a sli:;ht 
under';l'O'.lth nf bauera . The tracy was now l.Iore distinc t baring been 
cut t hrough in 1 66, and t h()u.,;h Nuch timber has f all en across ,it, 
it is still a g:eat assistance tfl travellers . 

After cros sin.:; a large cree:' running into t he Arthur we 
can;e on t he granite country at t he back of the '''ombat Hill. 
Passed Ilver a large butt'ln grass )lain and ca' ,e f)n a man propecting 
fcrsilver . This l"an infon"eil u6 or Oilr dista";ce from Bischof", "nd 
by steppinc; out briskly we Clan'l.Ged tn ;;et there the sa-"e niGht , 
:'arch 8th . 

Frnm my experience nf Burgess 'a track I saw that it would 
be ton rflu;;h and hilly for use to c8,rry '1eavy lo ads flVer nx 
till:!!:'" in the little time we had left ; I therefore detrid ed to make 
use of the track I had cut in the previnus S1.1.I1r.er frflm the 
E",,,~ay River tn the Parsnn ' s Hfl'ld. 



By March 13th I h~d sent 0ut ab0ut seven hundred u0unds 
w ei"h t of "",a",gage t'l the Eru .say Ri vel', ~" '~e ha" ~0'" to carry it 
on 0ur backs to th" Parson ' 3 H00d. 01"' our "-<J-Y out wi t h the first 
load I was taken ill y i th dial·rhr.ea and obliged to st0P f0r a day, 
I sent Long al"'d Lord. ahead, i th instructions to ,.,qrk a track 
from tl"ie Pars0n' s Hood tl") our dep'lt n ear the "'hyte River, Burke 
and Jllnes remaining with r.e til c~rry out the pr,/yisi0ns . By the 
231'd 1 arch we liad all the prov; sion S Ill"' the Yellban r' Plai'" but on 
account of heavy r ain "nd hqiJ it was n0t until 'the 2nd Apri l 
that v'e got the. to the sl")uth si r'e 0f the Hood. 

I n r,lY Rep0rt of lAst year I have fully described the nat u re 
of the country fro. the Rar.J.say Hi ver to the ParS0T)' s Hood: I will 
now describe the clluntry frllTol the ilo0d to our e!lot at the I''byte 
River. 

After leaving the c~~ at the fOllt of the Parsol""s Hood 
we f011o,~ed the Pienlan track on the open ground , and at the foot 
of the first bare rise '~e struck off in a westerly "irect:on to 
make 0ur way round the south end of the 'eredith Range. The route 
leC: ' s over the ground burnt off by us last sum1er, cons~Quently 
the travelling '''as ery SO'ld. About a mile frn"'! the en of the 
forest "e crossed the Stanley River and found ourselves at the 
foot of a steep bal'e hill cllrr,posed of quartz and slate. Climbing 
these hills and fol 'o\'in.:; the ridse rrn.md until e could see u,? 
the wes t side of the: eredith Ran 6e , '-e t'lok a Cr:lurse }T.IO°I!., and 
travelling over spurs covered "ith sh0rt button grass and stunted 
honeysuckles. Close to us f)n the east was the stee) slope of 
the. ered.ith Range, slate a"1d sandst'1ne fOI7'ati'1n, very b".rrel1, 
ar.d worthless. In every directi0n the c'1untry 'as intersected 
by deep and steep gulli e s , full of bauera cutting gl'ass , '1J1d other 
detestable scrubs The first creek '-e came tf) was in an alrr:ost 
inaccessible ~~l y. Just as e arrived there a furious stlll'm 
of 11a'l "nd rain set in, "l.:1C. 'e v'ere '1b liged to c81np SI") steep 
and r'101jJ. was the groun' t'1.at '-e C'l 'ld "'o t even find a SUll t flat 

enoujJ. to sleep on , and we ere obJi~ed t~ build a woo en floor 
fill' flur tent to stand on . II"' t his miserable can:p ,~e were obl 'ged 
to stn ~ for several days, tb' hail a..,d rain bein something to be 
l' ewe, bered . T}:.e forc e of the win on these bare and exposed hills 
.i.s V~l'y ",reat in' e eel, and a few hours I rain floods all the creeks 
and renderst~e grnund so sllft and pulpy as t~ rake travelling very 
laborinc1s. 

On the 9th April Lord an Lon '; ret '. rned, nd r e::?or ted 
havin" r arked a trac"t~rf)ugh to the depllt a"1d examined the 
clluntry near the "'hyte River. T:ley had f"nmd t'1.e lllcality of the 
copper ,rev nusly notice'=' by us in t'.e 1.'ihyte , "l'" had als0 pro­
cured in a 1:' i; tle "old a'" "llatinum . Tiley l .. "d bee" on sh'lrt 
allowance fnr snme days and were almost in rags. 

On the lOth pril I sent I.~n.:; a"'d Jones back til Bischoff 
with instr',ctinns t" eXa.r:line·the country betweel'1 Hadfield Plain and 
: ount Sophia and to fir e tho b'g:ttlln grass if the weat;:,er sh0uld clear 
Ul' The rest of us wen t on with the traclc. 

On the 12th we managed t'l get a start again , and were 
in hopes of finishinG before bad weather came on again. The sarne 
barren sa",c.stone hills cllntinued fOl another crm 11e '1f iles until 
Ve c .• e til a very steep gorge rul,ning acrllss Ilur· c~urse. 

On the east of us' the I eredi th ange no", showed 8. b'l.re 
and l·u .... ; ed tier of granite , the junctilln 0~ the sandstflnes, slates 
and ",rani tes bein.; wi thin a few chains f)f U.e trac' . Our fires 
had r.ade a clean swee::? of t he scrub and buttlln grass , except in the 
deep or.;es. 

After 
scrub of bauera, 

crossin~ t wo deep gorges ,ve got into "l dense 
tea-tree, 'IT <' cuttins; grass and our Dr0gress 



10. 

became ver slow inde l"', e;rery iJ'1 ch l1avir:; tn be cut 'l'; t. 0J'1 the 
16th e ca. ~t'l the forest 'lJ'1 a c'lm:?lete c:PJ'1ge of country. In 
place of bran ~tes , Clual 'tzi t es, we. saIldy s18,tes ,e J'1')''1 ':1'3.r' -, caceous 
schiats "J'1o. q.,\art z , the l'ltter s')netirnes in veiJ'1s, but ;rHe fr e-

QeJ'1tly inter-mixed with t he schists. All the quartz contains 
sulphi~es of iron, a"d nU",'1t to be exsmiJ'1 ed f'lr ,;old. 1;0 reefs 
occur J'1nr ~d I find aJ'1y alluvial gold. SometiMes t he micaceous 
disal,:ear and their ~3:.aces are Gupplied by clay- slAtes and .,hi t e 
,.uartz the quartz in th e micadeous schists beiJ'1 ~ all tu s t y. , Some 
t wo ilea of r">up ups nd o.o"'J'1s brouGht us tn the "hyte Rivel' , a 
lar.?;e and ra:Qid s treru I , runl"inu over a roc},y bo t t",!".. I J'1 the b'lulders 
of t lis river I de t ected II any traces nf copper ores, carbnn'lte and 
sul . ,hul'l"t5, but ')J'1 acc'lunt of t'le rush of flood-water c'luld J10t 
exSJ1 ine the river for gold. 

Aft el' crossin the ':":h :J,. te River 'e weJ'1 t un a long spur 
of l1"rizoJ'1 t al scr'lb, lqrge tea-tre ~ a'" stringy barks , and ggain 
g'lt int'l t he I. icace'l IS schists , ClUar t z , 'lJ1d talcose schist. 

Vein sin clay- slate fil' 
nUl erljus ; S'lme '1 f tr "1 I think cnn tal 11 

value at ,resent. 

", tbe- C" careo l S ~'ltter, are 
le'3.d ; bl't theyre nf J1" 

As we ",pprljached the 'l "J1 c'luntry the ,!u8rto:i teG ::end 
slates reap)ear, and w'luld seem tn be t he genera~ormat iOJ1 of t he 
butt'lJ'1 brass hills. 

On the 26th we came 'lJ1 burnt ground again and finish­
ed the tr a c l{ , reachin g our de'?'lt at sundo"-n . HavinG a da;y t n spaxe 

e \ ent dnwl1 t n the ':7'11yte 'l'1d exal1iJ'1ed the rncks. No ti ced cl"y­
slates metamorphic slates, muds t one , and masses of decomposed vein­
s tone , oxides nf iron; ob t ained some 'lery fi ne go d , but C'luld "ot 
find Inuch wash in the river. 

As our :t:imJ( r a t inns er~etting low we de termined to 
make a start for 1'0unt Bischoff , Stowed ~ll t he sUIlerfluous 
ba_ age away in t h e hopes of bl"in g able to make use of it at some 
oth er time , and on the 28th were on the way home. 

Cwuped at t he Whyte for a day whils t we examin ed 
t he Illace where Long and Lord found gold. The river being high 
were unable to sin]- in a promising place , sn had t o trontent our-
selves wi t h surfacing. The spot :1here "Ie tried was on a small 
beach o f the river. We obt ained gold and plat inum in every dish; 
quite enough to pay if there V'er" any quantity of di't, but UJ'1-
fortunately t , ere is no t. The bed ro ck appeared tn be a chlori tic 
slate , very soft and breasy. If my r at'oJ1s had ~ot beeJ1 so l ow I 
mi&~t have further examin~d t he river for gold , ~d also tested 
t h e t erraces rou.nd about. After g ettiJ'1g a sam:?le of the gold and 
plati~um we went higher up t he river to where the cO Il~er shows cut. 
Clos e t o t h e bank of t he river was an immense quan tity nf a reddish 
cl ay-slate everywher e impregnated vi t h carbonate of cop"er , 
apparently t he outcrrJp oil a large lode. Traced the copller frJr some 
t h ree or f rJu r chains acrnss the face of the hill and about the same 
distarce up. Found sOl"e l a r Ge masses of "goss p.,n " in a creek , gn d 
a very much deco.1posed veins tnne.!- The red clay-slate invariably 
contained cop er, but t here was none in an, adj iJ'1ing yellow clay­
slate. 

As it was i n,.?ossible to make any impressinn on this r,ass 
of roc:" wi t h O.lr ',sed-up .,ick Vie crossed t he river aJ'1d proc eeding 
on our journey. A shr'lrt dista~ce fr 'l the river I no ticed t he 
red slat e a,;ai?l , and on exaoina tion it :IVlved to cr'ln tain carb'lnaife­
of co:ll er . The red slat e was succeeded by bl~ck clay-sl"tes, -
hornbl ended slates, and fin'llly hornblende roc", this c ringin.::; 
u" 0 tn the coun tl'Y I have already des cribed in t his Re',ort as 
beiJ'1J the route we tool,: tn Bischoff . 
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We arrived at Bischoff on the 7th llay , L~ng an Jones 
arrivin:o at the sar e hour frm Hatfield Pl~i)1. 

Tile seasl)n beinu now tOI) far advanced to :perr'it rluch 
more exploration, I sent our Burke \~ith LonG and Jones, instructing 
ther. to cut a track from Hatfi eld Plain as far in th ~ direction of 
"ount Sophi a as circumstances wf'ulc. perrn't. I 1;'we nl) t yet re­
ceived any rellort fro: them, rl)r sn I t hin}- they rill be able to 
get very far in the present weather. Lr. Lord ",nd myself left 
the party and C8llle on to town. 

The resul t of my ex 101ations on this occasion more 
th never confirr. my often expressed opinion that thw western 
countl y is rich io. minerals, 3I1d will ul tir ately becoll!e an im­
portant part of the colony. Utterly wllrt'::les8 for agricul tura.l or 
astoral purposes ~t hps hitherto been but little explnred and 

." 91' W*h;J,h. 1 ] t J. 3 ' 1 I ; 11 • 1",11" 11I1ld." 

even now Vlhen so much a:t:i:J[ ... tt.1!{lIDt~IID{-:i:x.;;:lii:x .. tiJOcatn.:&t:mi: 
attention is directed to the search fnr minerals , the west of~e1's 
fe qttrac tiono for prospectl)rs. The country is exceedin~ly 
rou.;b. and what scrubs there are grow Sl) thick t hat a whole day is 
someti~Ies occu:9ied i:o gettin .:; acrl)ss a s'n ~le river gully. 

At ~ount Heemskirk the presence of tin, reported by 
me in t',y last year's Report hOlS been conclusively proved by the 
discoveries of the ~essrs ~eredith . and I have] 't+le fear that 
the O:L'e will be found ir large quantities. The specimens exhibit-
ed to Me ~)y the ressrs A'eredi th Olre blacl, oxide of tin, sirilar to 
the ore of l'ount Bischoff; and as slate ru1d granites are together ,f 
.tft& ]:ount Heemskil'k, it is more probable t'd:. lodes wi1] be found 
t here . ~~e discovery i~ an important one , and will damuch to~ards 
openin'J 11.1) the west coast. 

The " e"'~,di th Ra~Le anot'1er great rani te formation 
deserves a more careful eXlll"ination. I do n~t think much 
alluvial tin will be found there, nor indeed any mineral veins 
'1'1 the central portion; at t', e north "nd s~uth end, where the 
r:ranite and me tar-,or)hic rocks join t he indicati'Jns are ve1'y pro­

misin", indeod. As noticed in my last year's Report, 1'r. Haman 
discr,vered on the east side of the Parson ' s Hood copper in small 
quantities in c"nnection iVith ser~e tin- rock, go ld, and os­
miridiuz ' Th~se ~inera s occ r precisely the sae on the north 
end of the range. 

The eRst sideof the Ueredith is occ~ied largely by 
sandstones and &l'an1 te, with tourr alin e; and thi s is exactly the 
formation of the tin c'luntry in the island of Banca, where the ore 
occurs v'i th peroxide of iron at the juncti on of eand ~tones ~..nd 
granites. 

Gold occurs in SIllalJ quantities alrr,ost everywhere 
In two instances it occurs with osmiridi\.lJil ( a metal of the 
platinum class) in the vicinity of serpentine . Instances of ser­
pentine be ng the mo t her rock of gold are by nl) means rare in 
Australia. 

~es of diorite are often met ~ith; and as these 
dykes in Victoria are frequently aurifero 'ls prospectors shou] d pay 
t Clem particular attention. 

!:uch of the qual tz, particularly that found in 
connection with micaceous schists, contains much sulphide of iron. 
I ~ nl)t aware of any of it having been tested for gold. The Rev. 
! . B. Clarke I think, states that sulphide of iron is the l"Catrix of 
gold In Tasmania ; and he also ex~)lai)1s how' gold is often contained 
in the sulphide though invisible to the si~ht. This state",ent is 

fully borne out by recent te s ts of the pyrites of lcount ltar ,say 
which yielded both Gold and cobalt. ~ne best authorities agree 
that ~here the pY1'if'es are abundAnt the gold is scanty ; where the 
pyri tes axe scanty the ~old 0 ccurs rT.dre freely; in the absence of 
p,yri te3 the gold is not g~neral found. It seerrs then that some 



• 
12. ':l.~a.. 

attention should be directed to the sulphides of iron so abund3t 
iI'" r..any parts of the colony, I!lr)l'e espec::''31Jy to the arsenical 
'yrites. The COmTr)U cubic pyrites is ,.,,,t ofte!" auriferr)us. 

::O:5t of t ....... uu.llie 1 tho e~te. r C~U¥1;l ", Ie 0l.~./ 3tee:! 
:- ~ t .. ,l.e c_ ee~ ;;;) ve:.":,., .. _~:!'J cor ec. eY'tJ ./ t_~s e is rt1t uch 1.; sh- irt, 

~ ~.o ,sctir Q ~O~ ti~ or o~11 is r ~ered Jifficult; vh!lst ot~er 
• ::'1'1(:'11", o"c11 ad co '"er, 611ve:, 'ois ut , ~C. re,.uile rather more 
- :. ,-;: , e: . .101 ,ir<tior tho. 'lst..! 'l .. ect'll'S a~ e a'Lle 'lr ,"ill::')1; t'l evote 
to t:j.~ . 

I <41 of o ... .:.nion that co .,:::e1' p i1] 'lltimat~l ue found in 
lUI'", L. ~ ,.~tities 01" the \1c ~ tel'n ":o'" n tr' It has re;1.: beer found 
i:t j "localitie3, '''It as yet the extre~' e roughness of t~le C'lUntl" 

3._ c"t,olrc '~"cuLtOl' G fr<Jr1 test::'n_ t:le value of the discovel'ies. 
As a pl'oof of the l'ilGe aI'ea over .. h:'c it L, t-, be found , I may 
L~!'ltion ,\l a fe' 7 l<Jc'l.li ti as that occu:- to' l 'e;ner,br'tj'lce: _ Port 
.J'..-y .... y , :a:ion :mQes, la aoYl ' s Hood, L.ere(~,i.th Rn.nge~, I.:ount R31'lsay, 
•. c... ~)_.1::1'e Hills , Ca: :"ell's R::.n;e, ck River, Du~i81 River, l~ou!"t 
:::::.l:OUl', besi ea I"ar . localities ir tlle Co·;.rty of evon. 

L~ en.,e . ,:ea of t:,-e v.este n country i6. occu:ied by button 
~~ u."" :!l::'lls of (~uartzite slate, ar " quartz formatlons as f",,1' as ~'y 
olJuc.vftio,ns ~oxes, C ':r~l:r c.estitute of useful minerals A few 
i3~ ..... ci.l e~1%3 of zircoD c Ol u nr.wr , ~--u1;ie s , l:.c. a:..· ~ to ')? tj1tail1e~; Y"l":ne 
() ... t . .1. 3 ':i ..... ~ c ~ ""Ti t 13 J n.r c !) r "! 1 "" '1:" t" be of a.'1 y 1r ~ 1 u e . 

.A1 t ..... nu~h the SPP,",;"l"1 W!'l!3 the :-i~1e'Jt I .... 3. .. re e-vel'" , .. -, ..... . VI ' "e \7ere 
flot a l~ tl') tl") re""l"':',] ":If) cb \·f)r .... 3.'3 I exptmted. :\lr· t')f' t)1.Ar tiI1e 

:1.9 " .. nl,zcl !rl c81~y::r;,,;) provisif)l':J ""0. ba~~age, in f~ct t'!O of the 
_~rtzr " re alJ'C'lst can st",ntly e:~'Ploye ;!. ~ that extremely l"b-,ri<Jus 
\:Ol'!: . 

op erati'lns wer e J ti d'ly c 'l "' fir~(' t<J the 
iele of the Pie; r, t er e bein"" plerty of pr'lsl'ect<?rs 

on the s'l.th side. 

co ' rtry north 
cutti)1g tracks 

I 

To cOlll'plete the exs.~·inatil')p 'lf the CI')Untx.! I "''lul' str'l1'2:1y 
l'eCOIllLer d the contipual"ce of th() tracl" fro~ Knole Plaips to I,ake St . 
Cl"'il' so "8 t'l op en u p the granite country pear !-'ount Sop '1ia and 
Granite Tor . 

is IT'.lch 
be u' c. 

A tr'ack frolil Ii:nole 
req'lired . Bur oess ' 5 
ore to the sl')'J.th. 

Ple,ins to the west side of ·,he l"eredi th 
tl'ack is to rough; a bette one p;i3'1t 

The tW<J tl'ac'-s w'''llrl n-t C'lst nore tl1a" £300 a~ t~ey pould 
be of:!.. "ns" "'ssistal"ce to p ro'J'pect?:rs. 

I 1.01'6 t<J ',e i p -. po~it;o!'l t-, cr;mrrunicate further il,f')rr'ation 
respect;,.,~ t .• e Geolo;y of t .• e cO '.lr t:r:;- aftcl' ":. specim~ns ha"e teen 
eXaI.in~d by 3. cor'ip ete~t -'utLority. 

A map is ip repaI'l.t'l'lI1 t'l il'ustrate this Report . 

I have t'le h<Jn<Jr t'l ue 
Si.l. , 

Your r)uecieJ'1t Serv'1.nt, 

CHP.RL~S P. SPlDl·T, 
Dist:ict Surveyor 

T' . 'i; . on. the :'inister for l!dlm Lands Ill! ~!orks 
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