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EVIDENCE OF GRAPTOLITES IN TASMANIA. 

B, T. 8. BALL, M.A. (lleibouine U.her. lty. Corr . ..... b.) 

(JlM4111114 Apr;I, 11/02.) 

AT the 1_ Sydney meeting of the AustralaBiao Aooocia· 
t.iOD I discusaed the Tasmanian graptolite record, * and 
III'I'ived at two coocluoioo&-Fintly, that Thureau had fouod 
a Diplograpt1U, and, aecoudly, that, on the suppoeed identifi· 
.,.gon of an (Upper) Silurian graptolite, the Lisle slates had 
been ref~ to Oniovician. 

After the publie&tion of my paper Mr. Thoreau wrote to 
_ on the .... tter. He spaaka of the Lisle ao-called grapto­
lite, that ia, the ODe he bad recorded under the useless name 
et Diplograptua nodoaua, as follows: -" I now recollect_ing 
1here (i.e., at Lisle, T.S.H.) dark elongated imprinto-pro­
bably .arbooaceoa .. -in thoee dark·blue slates, but they 
were too iDdj.u.ct to be classified. . . .' I Then follow 
....... remarks which ""plain the conf ... ion iuto which I fell 
in my {'N'rioua paper through my ignOl"8llCe of Tasmanian 
..... phy. " With regan!. to the 'rue graptolite . . the 
locality ia .bout 10 mil .. from Strahan, on the old Mount 
Lyell Road (Tas.), clooe to an old road·maker·s camp and 
etable, n .... a spring of water." Tbia i. the specimen which, 
from Mr. Thureau'. conversation, I feli. cooviDced was a 
Diplograptua. Of the Lisle record I ~ DO other opiniou 
than my belief in ita wortblesanetlll. 

During the aeaaion of the AuatzoaIaoian AMociation, at 
Hobart, la. January, while looking over some aampl .. of 
•• te in the collection of Mr. Thomaa Stephens, M.A., I found tz..... of • graptolite in a specimen from n.... the Ring 
River, on the North·East Dundea Railway. I undentaud 
that the rock _pi.. had "- given to Mr. Steph .... 
by Mr. G. A. Waller, A ....... t Government Geofogist. 
The slate ia a very hard, much-jointed rock, with a silky 
luatre, and the foasil i. badly preoerved. Some branched 
talCOE and ferrugiDooa markingo fi1'IIt caught my ey8, and 
on ezamination with a lena I foaud three or four thecae. 

• 1 Rep. Aut ...... My. Se!., 'Y. 7, 1898. P. 401. 
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As the thecae can be seen only when the specimen is held 
in a particular position with regard to the light, they are 
not easily demonstrated. Their outer edge i. elraight, and 
the apertural ......-gin is about normal to the hranch. From 
the appearance of the indiat.inct markinga preeent on the 
atone the specimen belongs to the Dendroidea, and I am 
inclined to think to the genus Callograptus, which is in iteelf 
of no great stratigraphical value. 

A few weeks ago lIlr. WalJer sent me two slabs of slate 
from 121 mil .. from Zeehan, on the same railway line. On 
one of theae a fragment showing graptolite thecae can be 
diatinguisbed, the specimen being monoprionidian. The 
specimen on the other slab is more obf:cure, and I can only 
say it is suggestive of a graptolite. In neither instance caD 
even a gu ... at the family be hazarded. 

We th .. have undoubted evideo .. of lbe existence of 
graptolites in Tasmania, but, 80 far, no evidence is thrown 
on the exact age of the containing rocks, and it reet8 witb 
tboee on the spot 10 fill up the hiatus in our knowledge. 

Mr. Stephens' specimen has heen sent to the Hohart 
Museum, and Mr. Waller's twoapecim.ens to Mr. Twelvetrees, 
for tb. Survey Collection. 


