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'REPORT ON NUMEROUS PROSnCTS IN THE VICINITY OF :mSHAN 

Inolud1ng the B1g Ben and Comstook Areas 

INTRODUCTION 

This report was prepared after an examination of 
the Aid to Mining and prospeot1ng work being oarried out 
by the Department with a view to determining the general 
prospeots of the depo~1ts being developed. In oonneotion 
with the B1g Ben and Comstook areas this report is supple­
mentary to that prepared by F. Blake, Aoting Government 
Geologist, in June last as only work oompleted sinoe then 
was examined in detall. 

J. J. Hill - V10inity of Old SWNlaea fUne: 

A small shaft has been sunk 40 feet on a lode 
format10n of an average width of e1ght inohes (8") 
where drives north-west and south-east hbve been opened 
out. To the no&th-west of the shaft the level has been 
driven north 30 west a d1stanRe of 30 feet. From here 
a orossout was driven north 16v east s distanoe of 13 
feet without suooess. The drivsovss oontinued a further 
17 feet on a bearing of north 22 w8St and the lode 
showed oonsiderable reduotion in vidth as driving prooeeded; 
110 apparently pinohing out on a head underlaying flatly 
to the east. South east from the shaft the level has 
been driven 16 feet and a little stoping has been done 
near the shaft. 

The ohanoes of this prospect developing into a 
mine oannot be determined with any degres of aoouraoy 
owing to insuffioient development. 

J. MoDermott - Spry Mine - Government Tribute A135 

MoDermott is engaged in driving, single handed, 
an adit whioh has been driven 260 feet and is still in 
melaphyre. At 180 feet from the approaoh, a formation 
one .foot wide was out but oarried no silver lead ore of 
value. It is antioipated that the objeotive - the 
northern oontinuation of a lode worked in the Spray 
rUne - will be interseoted at 320 feet. 

Mrs. Eo M. Griffiths - South Comet Mine - South Dundas .. 
This party has oonfined its operations to stoping 

above the old No. 3 or low level adit about 400 feet 
from the portal. No faoilities are available at the mine 
for milling. The ore is lmapped by band then put through 
a primary orusller - a Braun 8ampls orusher - finally 
throuBb a jig. A tdal.ly inadequate vater supplY and a 
most inef!1olent vater vheel render it impossible to 
operate these two units at the one t1&e. Prohibitive 
traneport oharges further add to the disabilities under 
which the operators are endeaVOuring to work their mine. 

F. Griffiths stated that altr:ough the paroel of 
ore of about 12 tons was broken in about three shifts, 
two months elapsed before 'the ore reaohed .Zeehan. In 
taking the ore from the mine to Maestri's Siding on the 
Dundas-Zeehan line, it was neoessary to paok and sledge 
alternately 80me three or four tim". 

Wi th assistanoe granted under the Aid to lUning 
Aot. a oross-out was driven in an easterly direotion 
through the footwall a distanoe of thirty feet without 
exposing any parallel lode whioh I understand was the 
objeotive, although another five and a half feet still 



remains to be driven. No evidence could be observed to 
suggest the possible existence of a parallel lode. 

A grab sample taken from the face and back of 
the stope, over a stoping width of six feet, indicates 
the value of the orel-

Lead 47.4 % 
Silver 37.7 oz. per ton 
There is good ore showing in the floor of the 

adit and there is overy indioation that the shoot of 
ore being stoped will extend downwards. It can be 
most readily tested by sinking a winze from the west 
cross out as there appears to be a slight underlay 
to the weRt. 

As no actual developmental work has been done, 
the ore reserves of the mine oannot be estimated and 
until suffioient reserves are proved, the heavy expendi­
ture neoessary for providing the essential transport 
and milling faoilities oould not be justified. 

'.4. F. Thomas - A.r.o;Mt "'lat 

The workings oonsist of an adit driven in a 
northerly direotion approximately 60 feet. A small vein 
oarrying galena was out ~bout 50 feet from the portal 
and a shaft 50 feet deep was sunk to test it at depth. 
It was antiOipated that a few feet of driving south 
would out the lode at the bottom, but as the underlay 
was much flatter than expeoted over 40 feet was driven 
before the lode was met. It has been driven on a 
distance of six to eight feet in taking out a parcel of 
half a ton of ore. The average width of the vein would 
be three inches. 

A grab sample from the lode indicates its 
relative value:-

Lead 75.7 ;;(, 
Silver 76.2 oz. per ton. 
As nine or ten inchee of water still remained in 

the level the vein could not be inspeoted underfoot. 

The prospect is kept unwatered by means of a 
pump driven by a 14 foot water wheel. A deep tail race 
has been out for a distance of 35 feet in connection 
wi th the wheel. 0 ther s11rface work includes a single 
hutch jig, ore shed etc. 

Although a fair prospeot is exposed in the level 
face, Thomas is not doing any work to develop it and 
is devoting his energies to sinking a prospeot shaft, of 
main shaft proportions, on the flat south of the creek, 
about two ohains south west from the ore shed. There is 
no apparent justification for his action and the develop­
ment of the existing prospeot is the obvious Bourse to be 
adopted. 

R. E. Davie - north Dundas 

This man was granted ,£60 on 13th July 1936 to 
drive a tunnel on his prospeoting claim at North Dundas 
~ut he did not go on with the work as he had accepted a 
wages job with Russell, a timber merchant of ~eehan. 
It is antiCipated that he would be working ~t least until 
Christmas. 
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J. liallae. 

Seven pounds (£7) was granted to this man for some 
trenohing on his olaim 'It the Five flile, but ill-health 
has pravented him undertaking aotive prospeoting. 

J. Dunkley - Comstook - 9892/1<1 

I examined this mine in oompany with H.A. Vaudeau, 
Innpeotor of Hines, on October 1 st last, and oould not 
see any prospeots that would be likely to enable the mine 
to return to the productive stage. '\S it is over four 
yearssinoe a parcel of ore was produced and prospecting 
has been carried on almost oontinuously sinoe then, little 
hope oan be held regarding the future of the mine. 

R. lol. Clarke - I}reat "'estern 

In oonneotion with ~larke's applioation for 
assistanoe I inspected the area in the vioinity of the 
Great '~estern where he was applying for a GoveJmlllent 
'~ribute in liew of one applied for at the Despatoh rUne. 
~he adit for whioh Clarke desired finanoial assistanoe for 
the purpose of re-opening and equipping with blower eto. 
oould not be insueoted owing to bad air. It is situated 
150 feet north west of the south-eaet angle of HoDermott' s 
old 10 aorss Seotion vo, 10645/~ and is reported to be 
dri ven 400 feet in a northerly direotion. 'Vi thout an 
inspeotion no reoommendation oould be made. Clarke has 
sinoe abandoned this applioation for attribute area and 
haf' r,mewed the application for an area at the Despatoh. 

"~. -r. Bell & Pilkington - Government "I'ribute 136 on Old 
Crown Nine - Zeehan 

"rhe above have relinquiahed this tribute in favour 
of John Charles and James Beil. " 

A sinuous adit has been driven a considerable 
dtstanoe and a block of ore stoped. It was then decided 
to sink on this shoot of metal and a winze was put down 
70 feet and a level opened out north west for 23 feet and 
south east for 30 feet. From the south east end a oross 
out was driven 43 feet north - east to make a oonnection 
wi th some of the old Crown workings as an air way. This 
cross out had also been extended 21 feet in a south westerly 
direction from the drive without interseoting the lode 
worked above. At the northern end of the drive the lode 
channel had been intersected but was rather poor where cut. 

Assistanoe was reoommended to enable this party to 
drive on the lode channel preparatory to stoping. 

"' G .'1 , • Bell - Oonan Mine 

Bell made application for a Government Tribute on 
part of the old Oonah I-!ine Seotion and aleo financial 
assistance of £30 at the rate of 10/- per foot to enable 
him to drive an adit to test a small lode at shallow depth. 
The lode strikee north east and where exposed is six inches 
wide. It oonsists of quartz, 3inc blende and galena in a 
blaok" pug. An average sample of the lode material gave 
the following assay: 

Lead 
Silver 

18.7,; 
29.0 oz. per ton. 

and a sample of olean galena gave: 



Lead 
Silver 

64.2 % 
82.6 oz. per ton 
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Approximately 56 feet of driving on a bearing of 3340 

will be necessary to intersect the lode and this will 
give 32-35 feet of backs. 

W. G. Bell has since accepted employment with the 
Government prospecting party at the Big Ben and I am 
unaware of the present position at this prospect as the 
assistance required was recommended. 

w. and C. S. Cook and A. Kemp - North Heemskirk 

Mr. S. J. Statton reported that these men had 
not been out to their claim for some time and that 
without considerable time and trouble the workings could 
not be unwatered to enable an inspection and in view of 
the fact that A. Kemp who had been certified as medic­
ally unfit for working in water, had transferred his 
interests to the Cook Bros, therefore, as little could 
be gained by making a visit to the areas I did not make 
the proposed examination. 

R. J. Clarke - Queen Hill 

I examined the prospecting carried out by Clarke 
on the northern slopes of Queen Hill.· A line of shallow 
trenches has been put down apparently without regard 
to the fundamentals of prospecting, there being no 
indication of mineralisation. Further, more the line 
is normal to the general strike of lodes in this area. 

R. J. Clarke wishes to drive a tunnel to inter­
sect the lode ahead of where Nicholls and party stoped 
to the surface at the north eastern end of Queen Hill. 
I tried to get into the workings from the bottom adit 
but a fall has completely blocked it, about 30 to 40 
feet in. The proposed starting point was behind 
Flaherty's house but as no details are available regard­
ing the old workings or the ore channel the expense of 
driving at least one hundred feet to a problematical 
lode cannot be justified. I would suggest, however, that 
if further attention is to be given to this area, that 
it be confined to a shallow adit to the north east of 
the caved stopes. 

Comstock Area 

In company with Mr. H. A. Vaudeau, Inspector 
of Mines, I inspected the Government prospecting 
operations in this area. 

The main drive has been continued a further 100 
feet Since the Acting Government Geologist, F. Blake, 
surveyed the workings in June last, without revealing 
any prospects which offer sufficient inducement for 
further exploitation. In view of the ·poor results 
obtained after 15 months of continuous prospecting and 
the long distance required to drive to achieve one 
objective, the draining of the Sylvester Workings over 
5000 feet, ten years work at the present rate, further 
prospecting is not justified. 

May Queen Area 

Since Nr. Blake reported on this area prospecting 
operations hays been ~onfined to an area north of the 
Zeehan-Corinna road about eighteen chains north from the 
May Queen shaft. . 
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Approximately 56 feet of driving on a bearing of 3340 

will be necessary to intersect the lode and this will 
~ve 32-35 feet of backs. 

W. G. Bell has einoe acoepted employment with the 
Government prospeoting party at the Big Ben and I am 
unaware of the present position at this prospeot as the 
assistance required was recom~ended. 

':/. and C. S. Cook and A. Kemp - North Heemsk~ 

Mr. S. J. Statton reported that these men had 
not been out to their claim for some time and that 
without oonsiderab1e time and trouble the workings could 
not be unwatered to enable an inspeotion and in view of 
the fact that A. Kemp who had been certified as medic­
ally unfit for working in water, had transferred his 
interests to the Cook Bros, therefore, as little could 
be gained by making a visit to the areas I did not make 
the proposed examination. 

~. J. Clarke - Queen Hill 

I examined the prospeoting carried out by Clarke 
on the northern elopes of Queen Hill. A line of shallow 
trenches has b~en put down apparently without regard 
to the fundamentals of prospecting, there being no 
indication of mineralisation. Further, more the line 
is normal to the general strike of lodes in this area. 

R. J. Clarke wishes to drive a tunnel to inter­
sect the lode ahead of where )r1ohol1s and party stoped 
to the surface at the north eastern end of Queen Hill. 
I tried to get into the workin~ from the bottom adit 
but a fall has oomp1ete1y b100ked it, about 30 to 40 
feet in. The proposed starting point was behind 
Flaherty's house but as no details are available regard­
i.ng the old workings or the or') channel the expense of 
driving at least one hundred feet to a problemai;ical 
lode oannot be justified. I would suggest, howevar, that 
if further attention is to be given to this area, that 
it be confined to a shallow adit to the north east of 
the caved stopes. 

Comstock Area 

In company with Mr. H. A. Vaudeau, Inspector 
of Mines, I inspected the Government prospeoting 
operatiOns in this area. 

The main drive has been oontinued a further 100 
feet since the Acting Government Geologist, F. Blake, 
surveyed the workings in June last, without revealing 
any prospeots which offer sufficient inducement for 
further exploitation. In view of the poor results 
obtained after 15 months of oontinuous prospectin~ and 
the long distance required to drive to achieve one 
objeotive, the draining of the Sylvester \'Iorkings over 
5000 feet, ten years work at the present rate, further 
prosnecting is not justified. 

May queen Area 

Since I,jr. Blake reported en this area prospecting 
operations hav. been Oonfined to an area north of the 
Zeehan-Corinna road about eighteen chains north from the 
May Queen shrtt't. 



An adit has been driven 44 feet on a bearing 
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of 3300 from Syd's Cut three quarters of a chain 
north of the 20 foot shaft and at the time of my 
inspection had not reached its objective - an oxidised 
formation exposed in a trench to the west. 

Approximately three chaine north north west from 
Syd's Cut an adi t known as Ng. 1 Edwards has been driven 
62.5 feet on a bearing of 68 to teat at depth a sili­
ceous outcrop with a north-south strike. 

For the first part the adit is in glacial tillite 
and at forty feet the unconformable contact between 
slates and tillite is met. At 56 feet the lode channel 
was intersected but carried only traces of ga1ena. 

A little over two chains south south west of 
No.1. No. 2 Edwards ad! t has been driven 60 feet in 
tillite with the object of testing the siliceous out­
crop at about 30 feet lower than No. 1 but had not 
reached its objective at the time of my examination. 

rhe only additional work in the vicinity of the 
underlay shaft is the three trenches which have been 
cut on a formation about 70 feet west of the shaft, 
revealing two to thrge inches of clean galena. 

rhe veins range from small orush zones in which 
fragments of slates are completely surrounded by white 
vitreous quartz with seams of ga1ena and splashes of 
pyrite and ones in which the interstitial material is 
almost wholly sulphidic. a little quartz being present 
in part only. rhe sulphides are ga1ena, sphalerite, 
chalcopyrite and pyrite with the first two predominating, 
to clean galena up to 10 to 12 inches wide. 

From this brief examination it is obvious that 
too much time has been wasted in attempting to prove 
the lines of lode over great lengths and that in 
future attention should be confined to developing the 
lode exposed in the immediate vioinity of the shaft. 
Further, as the amount of backs available is small, 
little advantage is gained by driving more adits, there­
fore, any soheme of development must include sinking. 

The general outlook of the prospeots examined 
is very depressing and few oan be regarded as having 
even a remote chance of deVeloping into mines. Those 
which appeal most ars the May Queen area and the South 
Comet, although muoh remains~ be done before these 
will be productive mines. 

Mines Department, 
HOBART 

1st Deoember, 1936 

.I\CTING FIELD G30LOGIST 


