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The A/Chief Inspector of Mines, S
LAUNCESTON. ¥
Dear Sir'-

S = MAC

On the 1st. 2nd. and 5th. instant, I made an
examination of an asbestos bearing area, known as
Asbestos Point, on the western short of Macquarie
Harbour.aﬁpuxhnh 18 miles from the town of
Streahan and 1% miles in a northwesterly direction
from Sarah (or Settlement) Island.

The coast line on this west shore of Macquarie
Harbour, runs in a general north-west direction,
and, from a point opposite to Sarah Island, for a
distance of about seven miles to Double Cove ’
consists of small open bays with rock adjustments,
and arroorg little proteetion from the prevailing
winds, for land or anchorage. Reasonably safe
anché is a able at Sarah Island or a
Double Cove Bay.

The country rises with a moderate grade from
the shore line, to a height of about six or seven
hundred feet in an average distance of one and a
half miles which appears %o be the division of the
water shed of the of hill country that makes
the central feature of the strip of land between
Macquarie Harbour and the main coast¢ line. This
area is densely sovered with timber (mostly gum)
and scrub and is cut many gullies which drain
towards the Harbour. Apart from prospecting, the
o activity noted was a timber getters camp at
Double Cove.

Agbestos Point consists of a low triangular
shaped point, projecting in a northerly direction
g: b: distance of about five chains into Macquarie

ury containing a dark eoloured basic igneous
rock whi h has been considerably altered to schist
and serpentine and was traced inland for
distance of about 40 chains. :

The serpentinised zone outerops at the apex
ofAsbestos Point and veins of chrysotile asbestos
of varying thicimess are irregularly spaced in the
serpentine.

Two men have been engaged for a period of six
weeks in prospecting this area and they have
examined the country for a distance of 70 or 80
chains iAland from Asbestos Point and have decided
that the asbestos content for the serpentine does
not warrent any prospect further inland than
about six chains from the Point.

This conclusion has been the result of their
examination of a series of old trench prospects,
presumed to have been put in by Bantick and party
during 1929. The activitieéd of this party are
concentrated in developing a small gquarry situated
about 3 chains from the apex of the Point and this
has been cut across the formation in an east west
direction for a length of 30 feet with a depth of
9 feet and about 15 feet width. Some 50 tons of
asbestos bearing rock has been mined and stacked
for further treatment.
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The quarry face gives the best present view of

the formation and shows g serpentised rock of a
greenish black colour mixed irregularly with portions
of the original basic igneous rock in various stages
of alteration to gerpentine. The serpentine portion
carries veins of asbestos travers the serpentine
in irregular directions and of a width from 1% inches
t0 under one sixteenth of an inch in thickness.
Veins of less than 1 inch predominare and only one

or two have width of over one inch and are very short
in length of vein, they taper off to small size in
a le of about one foot. The asbestos content of
this face was estimated by me  the widths of
the exposed veins acxoss the 30 foot face and was
found to be about 18 inches of asbestos, which

ives the proportion as 1 to 20 or 5%, However

he values:are more concentrated on ths western

side of the out and further developmeni nay

disclose a workable face of higher value.

The general strike of the serpentinised sone
is north and south and outcrops at. the water line
of the Harbour. A new irench 12 f£¢. long by
three feet. deep at about six chains inland, has
been made by the party now nrospecting here, and
has disclosed a mass of yelic.s coloured serpentine
oarrying nice asbhestos, On the west side of the
serpsntine fomation there is a side area of
schigtose material which is very friable and
carries an agprt&iahlo amount of magnetic iron
particles,, I wams adble to trace asbestos bearing
rock inlan for & distance of about 40 chains
and examnined six old prospect trenches that have
been cut east and west across the stike of the
formation. No very strong makes of asbestos
were noted and the rock appears to be much harder
as it proceeds inland and is generally of a
darker colour. 4An outetvp in a creek bed was
noted at the further end, containing very small
veins of asbestos, in a fairly hard basic rock.

All samples of asbestos found appears to
be of good quality and is readily teased into
a soft silky white ocoloured wool, the fibres
are not bhrittle, .

The value of this asbestos deposit, as now
developed, appears %0 be on the boarder line of
profitable oxgﬁgitation and requires prospecting 1
at depth by shafting and driving.

It is reported that asbestos has been
located at the Spero River, about two miles
from the mouth, this is of interest in that it
is in a direct north south line from Asbestos ‘
Point and thus cohkncides with the observed ;
general strike of the serpentine.

Yours faithfdlly, !

KQ A. Raa'
INSCFECTOR OF MINES.

15th March, 1941.




