
URleAl- 1'1 6'1/144- 145 
The A/Ohief Inspeotor of Mines, 
LAUNCESTON. 

Dear Sir, 

ASBESTOS - MACQUARIE HARBOUR 

--

On the 1st. 2nd . and 5th. instant, I made an 
examination of an asbestoe bearing area, known as 
Asbestos Point, on the westem short ot Maoquarie 
Harbour, approximately 18 _ milee from the town ot 
Strahan and 1i miles in a northwesterly direotion 
from Sarah (or Settlement) Island . 

The ooast line on this west shore of Maoquarie 
Harbour , 1'WlB in a gene~ north-west direotion, 
and, from a point opposite to Sarah Island, for a 
distanoe ot about seven miles to Double Cove ~, 
oonsists of emall open ba,ys with rook adJusVusnts. 
and afford. 11 ttle protection trom the prevailing 
windo , tor landing or anchorage . Reasonably safe 
anoll6rage 1e available at Sarah Island or at 
Double Oove Bq. 

The oount17 rises with a moderate grade from 
the shore line , to a height of about six or seven 
hundred teet in an average distanoe ot one and a 
half miles which appears to be the division ot the 
water shed of the range of hill count17 that makes 
the oentral feature of the strip of land between 
Macquarie Harbour and the main o~t line . This 
a rea 1s densely sovered with t imber (mostly gum) 
and sorub and is out by ~ gullies whioh drain 
towards tbe Harbour. .Apart from prospeoting, the 
only aotiy1ty noted was a timber getters camp at 
Double Cove . 

i.bestos Point oonsists of a low triangular 
s haped point, proJeoting in a nor~erly direotion 
tor a distanoe ot about five ohaine into Maoquarie 
Harbour. oontaining a dark ooloured basio 16neoue 
rook Wb10h has been oonsiderably altered to sohist 
and serpentine and was traoed inland tor a 
distanoe ot about 40 chain • • ' 

The serpent1n1sed zone outorops at the apez 
otAsbestos Point and veins of chI7sotile asbestos 
ot va17ing thiokneaa are irregularly spaced in the 
serpentine . 

Two men have been engaged tor a period ot six 
weeks in proepeoting this area and they have 
examined the oount17 -tor a distanoe of 7Q or 80 
chains ~an4 trom Asbestos Point and have decided 
that the asbestos oontent for the serpentine does 
not warrent 8ZI3 prospeoting turther inland than 
about six Ohains from the Point. 

This oonclusion has been the result of their 
examinat~on ot a series of old trenoh prospeots , 
presumed to have been put in by Bantiok and party 
during 1929. The aotivitie, of this party are 
conoentrated in developing a ~l quarr,y situated 
a bout 3 ohains from the apex of the Point and this 
has been out across the for.mation in an east west 
direction for a length of 30 feet with a depth of 
9 feet and about 15 feet width. Some 50 tons of 
asbestos bearing rook has been mined and stacked 
for further treatment . 
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The quarr,y faoe gives the best present view of 

the formation and shows a serpentised rock of a 
greenish black colour mixed irregularly with portions 
of the original basic igneous rook in various stages 
of alteration to serpentine. The serpentine portion 
oarries veins of asbestos travereing the serpentine 
in irregular direotions and of a wil!th from 1. inohes 
to under one siXteenth of an inob in thiQkne ... 
Veins of l,ss than ~ inoh predominsre and only one 
or two ha", width of over one inoh and are very short 
in leD8th ef vein, they taper off to ama] 1 size in 
a length ot about one toot. The asbestos oontent ot 
this taoe ..... e.timated by meaeur1ng the widths ot 
the exposed ve~ aoros. the ,0 foot faoe and WBS 
tound to be about 18 inohe. ot asbest08, whioh 
give8 the proportion as 1 to 20 or~. However 
the value.~ are more oonoentrated on the westem 
8ide of ~ out aDd further development may 
disolose a workabl.e face of higher value. 

The general strike of the serpent1n1ae4 zone 
ia north and south and outorops at- the water line 
of the Harbour. A new trenoh 1a ft. loDg by 
three tee1l,i deep at about six ohains. ipland, has 
been made .. b- the party now nroapeoting here, and 
has d18olo.ed a masa of yellow ooloured 8erpentine 
oarrying Dioe asbestos. On the west aide of the 
~erpent1ne formation there 18 a side area ot 
SOhi8tOse mater1al which is very friable and 
oarries an app~Sab1e amount of magnetio iron 
partiole:..; I .. able to trace asbestos bearing 
rook 1nl. fora d18tance ot about 40 ohaine 
aDd exa tp1_d six old prospeot trenohes that have 
been out ea.t and weat acroS8 the 8tike ot the 
formation. No very strong makes otasbes1ioa 
were noted and the rock appeare to be muoh harder 
as it peooeeds inland and is generally ot a 
darker oolour. An outet:9p in a oreak bed was 
noted at the further end, oontaining very amall 
veins of aabestos. in a fairly hard basio rook. 

All S8lllple8 of asbestos found appears to 
be of good quality aDd is readily teased into 
a soft silky white ooloured wool, the fibres 
are not brittle. 

The value ot this asbestos deposit, as now 
developed, appeare to be on the boarder line of 
profitable exploitation and requires prospeoting 
at depth by shafting and driving. 

It is reported that asbestos has been 
looated at the Spero River, about two miles 
from the mouth, this 18 of interest in that it 
is in a direot north aouth line from Asbestos 
Point and thua ooinoides with the observed 
general strike ot the serpentine. 

15th March, 1941. 

Youre faith1'lUly, 

K. A. Rae, 
INS.2ECTOR OF IolINES. 
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