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roWE'S PROSP31T AT I1ATHINN'A 

In complianoe with your request ot the 4th 
instant I wrote to Mr. Elliott A. Lowe in oonneotion with 
the above and he advised that the 29th I';arch would be a 
oonvenient date. 

I arrived a t ~la thinna on the evening ot the 
28th and oontaoted with Mr. Lowe and was surprised to 
learn that it was not a new disoovery but was in oonneotion 
with the City ot Melbourne Mine. 

I visited the ~ine on the 29th ultimo with 
Lowe Bros. 

!he City ot ~,elbourne r"Tine is about H miles 
from Mathinna and was ooerated by a mining oompany about 
40 years a'?,o and was equinned with winding maohinery and 
orushing battery. 

The reef trends <:ast and -, est in sandstone 
oountry. 

!he prinoioal work appears to have been 
oarried out trom a 12 x 4 undgrlay shaft whioh dips to the 
South at an angle of about 40. The total depth of the 
underlay shatt was not obtained, but is in good oondition 
to a depth of '37 ft. At this depth a drive '.lest is open 
for a length of 51 ft., whe~e it interseots a small shatt 
sunk trom the surfaoe. The reef may extend further 'iest 
but if so the workings have collaDsed and are not open for 
Insneotlon. 

A drive tor a length of 50 ft. East is open 
tor inspeotion. At 50 ft. the reet is broken and there does 
not appear to have been any e ttort tc- looa te an extenSion, 
but the lode was followGd ::lown on a tault, but tor what 
distanoe has not been asoertained. The reef tor a length 
ot 100 tt. is very re~lar but small, being from 6 to 8 
inohes in Width. !he reef appears to have been stoped below 
the 57 ft. level and in the West end about 10 or 12 ft. 
above the level, The amo~t ot stone above the level is 
very small and '1;0 semple would neoessitate oonsiderable 
work to ensure safety in oarrying out the ooerations. 

At a distanoe ot 132 tt. south-East ot the 
underlay shatt a main shaft 10 tt. by 4 tt. has been sunk, 
but ~9 derth ot the shatt is not asoertainable. Lowe 
Bros. are ot the opinlon that it is about 100 ft. and from 
the appea.-anoe ot the surfaoe dump it would appear that 
this i8 a reasonable estimate. It is stated that the 
shatt makes very little water and that it oould be removed 
in about one week by windlass and buokets. 

Mr. Lowe desires to unwater this shaft to 
test the reet where out in a orossout. He states that the 
last stone raised trom the shaft was left in the honoer 
an1 was treated by him and was worth 4 03S. per ton. A 
samnle taken at the si1e ot the underlay shaft at 57 ft. 
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gave a return ot 3 dwt. 22 grs. ot gold per ton over a width 
ot 6 inohes. 

There apnears to be no data available in regard 
to the onerations ot this oompany and the only justifioation 
tor the expenditure of unwatering the shatt is the hearsay 
evidenoe ot Lowe Bros. 

I re~ret that I oannot ms.ke a reoommendation 
to expend money on the prospeots showing in the old 
workings. .The reet to the 57 ft. level is very amall and 
very low in value. 

The statement that a oompany with a orushing 
nlant an~ equinment oeased one rations with stone valuei at 
4038. per ton must be viewed with suspioion. 

The Direotor of Mines, 
HOB ART. 

A/CHBF INSPECTOR OF flINES. 


