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Iptro4ugtion 

There is no authentic reoord ot the ear:ly history 
ot coal mining but the available evidence pOints to the 
first discovery of ooal at Saltwater River on Taeman 
Peninsula. This discovery was followed by active 
producticn, the coal being conveyed to Hobart for 
domestic uses, but cperations were suspended when the 
penal. settlement was abandcned about 67 years ago. In 
1824, ooal was discovered in the Qlitfs of South Cape 
~ and, in succeeding years, deposits were located 
in 80uthern, oentral. eastern, northern and north­
western parts ot the State. A larS- coal potential was 
800n establi8hed but the non-location of recognised 
.oommeroial gae and oold.ng cOal8 and the development cf 
o~her means tor power have retarded the growth of the 
industry. 

The rapid development ot hydro.electric schemes 
and the progressive ertension ot transmission lines to 
places remote trom the points of power generation and 

even to producing oollieries have limited the development 
ot coal mining to an ertent that wou1d be'1ess apparent 
in countries not benefited in the same degree for hydro­
power development. 

The major coalfields occur in the eastern part of 
the Stata where they are wide:ly distributed but commercial 
development has been restrioted to localities favoured by 
transport facilities or higher ooal qualities. 

The bulk of the mined coal is of the semi-bituminous 
variety. Lower grades are relatively high in ash but the 
moisture and sulphur oontents are low and, in the presence 
of favourable heating values, the ash disadvantage has 
been relieved bu suitably designed furnaoe equipmsnt. 
The lower quality coal carries 20 to 25 per cent of ash 
and has a oalorific value ranging in the order of 10.000 
to 10,500 B.T.U's. In the higher grade coal the ash 
content falls to the reglon of 10 per cent and the 
calorific value approaches ",000 B.T.U's. 

Bituminous coal of low ash content and high 
oalorifio value ooours in some distriots but is marred 
by narrow seams and a relatively ~gh sulphur oontent. 

Reserves oit coal are large and the capaoi ty 
producticn greatly exceeds the current cutput. 

Geological Occurrence 

The coal seams in Taemania ooour in the Permo­
Carboniferous, the Triassic, and the Tertiary systems, 
These rocks are hOrizcntally bsdded or have low angles 
of dip, having been affeoted by block fau1 ting and 
tilting without any folding. The base upon which they 
reet oonsists ot highly tau1 ted and tolded Lower Palaeo. 
zoic and ProterolIIOic sedimentary rooks wi th in trusi ve 
and et:t'u.8ive ignoous rocks, 

The detRils of the coal-bearing systems are: 
(a) Permo-Oarboniferous Systll!l 

The Permo-Carboniferous system of Tasmania 
possesses the same general oharaoteristics of that system 
as developed in the Australian Continent. The Carbonifer­
ous System proper is absent, the lowest bed of the sedi­
mentary system oonsisting of the basal glaoial oonglomer­
a 
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ates of the Permo.Carboniferous. These conglomerates 
oanst! tute the base of the Permo-Carboniferous wherever 
they oocur in Tasmania. but there is a very great variation 
in their thickness in the various parts of the State, 
ranging from15 feet in the Monnt Nicholas area to as 
muoh as 1,200 feet in the vicinity of Preolenna. 

Conformably overlying this basal oonglomerate is 
the Lower llarine Series of the Permo- Carboniferous. 
This consists of limestones, mUdstones and mudstone 
conglomer~tes. and varies in thiokness from ,0 feet at 
Barn lluff to a maximum of about 1.000 feet on the south­
east ooast. Suooeeding this Lower Marine Series are sand­
stones and shales with associated coal seams as a typioal 
treshwater series. This series. known as the Greta Coal 
Measures. also has a great variation in thiokness. ranging 
from 30 f3et at Barn Bluff and 140 feet at Preolenna to 
850 feet at Bruny Island in the south. It is interesting 
to note that in oertain localities this tresh-water 
series disappears, and Bome of these localities oorrespond 
to the Tasmanite shale areas, in which the tasmanite 
occurs as a marine deposit on the same geological horicon 
as the fresh-water series. 

Conformably overlying the freSh-water series is 
the upper Marine Series. whioh oonsists of mudstones and 
mudstone oonglomerates and limestones. This series 
varies in thicknan, being 50 feet at preolenna, 970 
feet at Barn Bluff! 100 feet at Mersey, ~O fen at 
Mount Nicholas. and 500 feet at Upper Derwent. 

The Upper Marine Series passes upwards into tresh­
water sandstones and shales with coal seams. This series 
oorresDonda to the Tomago or Newcastle Series of New 
South Wales. Its thickness varies considerably, and is 
550 feet at Preolenna, 740 feet at Barn Bluff, 260 feet 
at Mount Nicholas, and 200 feet at ~andf1y-Cygnet. 

The total thiokness of the Permo-Carboniferous· 
System, therefore, throughout Tasmania varies within 
wide limits. The approximate thickness at variOUS local­
ities is as follows: 2,400 feet at .Preolenna, 1,900 feet 
at Barn Bluff-Pelion, 500 feet at Mersey, 770 feet at 
Mount Nicholas, greater than 110 feet at Upper Derwent, 
greater than 550 feet at New Town, greater than 1.900 feet 
at Bruny-oygnet. 

The rooks of this system show no signs of folding, 
belng ei~8er horizontal or having a dip seldom exoeeding 
2SU or 30. The structure is that of disoontinuous 
blocks at elevations riSing to '.000 feet above sea-level. 
Theae blocks have reached their present positions through 
the effeot of the upthrust of the diabase or through 
subsequent post-diabase hlook faulting. 

(b) Triassic System 
The Triassio System appears to conformably overlie 

the Permo-Oarboniferous, but eVidenoe of a disoonformity 
has been obtained in oertain looalities. The basal 
member of the system consis1ls throughout the whole of 
the island of grit or fine-grained conglomerate, var,ting 
in thickness from 1 foot to 50 feet. 

The basal grit is oonformably suooeeded by the 
Ross sandstones. These are distinotly silioeous sand­
stones, characterised by the presenoe of white mioa. They 
are white to yellowish-brown in colour and are of fresh­
water origin. This series varies in thickness from 200 
feet in the Mount Nioholas area and 700 feet in the rUdlands 
to 1,'50 feet in the viCinity ot Hobart. 

. 
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Conformably overlying this 88ries is the fe~spathio 

sandstone series, consisting oftelspathio sandstones, 
shales, mudstones and coal seams. It is wholly of fresh­
water origin. The total thiokness of this sJries, which 
oontains the most important ooal seams in Tasmania, varies 
from 400 feet to 800 feet. The coal seams are associated 
with a shale zone occuring at about the middle of the series. 

The felspathic sandstone series is in some places 
overlain by diabase, the presence of which has protected 
it from erosion. In other places, however, notably at 
Mt. Nicholas, an upper silioeous sandstone has been 
reoognised, the~atest thiokness eaposed being 200 feet. 
This series has obviously been subjeoted to great denudation, 
and its complete thiokness has nowhere been observed. 
The systsm, being conformable to the Permo-Carboniferous 
System, is naturally characterised by the same structural 
featureS as that system, namely, an absence of folding 
and a general hOrizontality of the beds within blocks 
thrown to varying levels during diabasic or Tertiary 
blook faulting. Its distribution in Tasmania is that of 
isolated blocks. separated in most oases by masses of 
diabase. 

(c) Tertiary System 
Tile only development of importanoe of Tertiary 

sedimentary rocks in Tasmania is that of some isolated 
patches 01' laouatrine eediments, suoh as s01'1l sandstones, 
ola,ys. ferruginous mudstone., sands and ligni tes. This 
rook series is most oharaoteristioally developed in the 
Launoeston Tertiary :'asin, which has an area of approximately 
600 square miles. The maximum thiokness of the system 
in this 10 cali ty is 900 feet. The series is horizontal 
and remains undisturbed in the original position in which 
it was depOSited. The lignite or brown ooal beds oocur 
near the base of the system and do not exoeed a t~ teet 
in thickness. Muoh smaller areas of simUar sediment. 
oocur in the Upner Derwent on the north-west ooast and in 
Maoquarie Harbour. In each of these localities lignites 
or brown coals are developed. but the maximum thickness 
in any case does not exoeed 10 teet. 

Other geological fe~tures closely associated with 
the coal measures and whioh have a direot and important 
bearing on the coaltields and their exploitation are the 
intrusions of f.lesosoio diabase and faulting. These two 
teatures are often intimately associated with one another. 

(d) Mes030io Diabase (Dolerite) and Faulting 
Diabase (or do~erite) occupies a oonsiderable part 

of the surfaoe of Tasmania. It intrudes the Triassio and 
all older rooks but reaohes its max1mum development in the 
Permo-Carboniteroue and Triassio Systems. In these rooks 
it assUmes the form of huge irregular sills. The upper 
surtaoe of these sills is pariioularly irregular, and 
numerous transgressive bodies ot difterent sizes extend 
vertioally from it and penetrate the overlying !Strata. 

Where the intruded and overlying strata have been 
rasoved by denuda~ion, the diabase intrusions below have 
beoome exposed. The effeot is that there exist numerous 
areas of the coal measures separated by diabase. These 
areas are often entirely surrounded by the diabase, and 
also underlain by it. 

The ooal measures have been largely afteoted by 
normal blook faulting. The relative vertioal displaoement 
along the taul ts ranges from a small amount in the case 
of the minor faults to from 1,000 to 2,000 teet in the case 
of the major ones. The majority of the faults hilve a 
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general meridional trend, but numerous transverse faults 
also occur. 

In many cases the transgressive diabase intrusions 
are intimately associated with faulting in the sense that 
the intrusions must have followed fault planes developed 
synchronously with them. The strata on the two sides of 
a diabase intrusion may represent differences in the 
altitude of the same geological horizon ranging up to 
2,000 feet. 

Geographi0al Distribution 

The majority of the ooaltields of Tasmania occur 
in the eastern and south eastern parts of the State. 
The ooaltields not occurring in these parts are located 
in the north western portion of the oentral plateau. in 
the north western part of the State, and at the north­
western extremity. of the lUdlands plain. Coal is appar­
ently absent from the western and south-western parts of 
the State. 

It was thought that ooalfields extended oontinuously 
down the east coast from Mount Nicholas to Tasman 
Peni"ula, but extended investigations by the Geological 
Survey have proved that the region is not oontinuously 
ooal.-bearing, but contains numerous smal.l and isolated 
ooal.tields. The same feature. of isolated fields 
characterise the re<d,on otrom Hobart to Catamaran and 
South-east Cape. 

Isolated ooalfields occur throughout the !Udlands 
and the South ESt Valley. 
(a) Permo-Carboniferous System 

The number of seams in this system ranges up to 
four at least. They oocur on twc horisons corresponding 
to the Greta and Tomago of Naw south Wales. 

The largest number of seams ocours in the Preolenna 
Coalfields, where four exist in the Greta Series and at 
least one in the Tomago. Tha thickness ranges up to 2 
feet. 

One or two seams cccur in other fields, e.g. one 
at Barn Bluff. two at rllount pelion, Mersey Valley. and 
Mount Cygnet. In the l-iersey Valley the seams are 18 to 
24 inohes thiok. and at Mount Cygnet 1 to , feet. 

(b) Triassio System 
These ooals are found in the eastern Midlands and 

south-eastern parts and form the prinoipal portion ot the 
reserves of the State. 

The maximum number of seams in this system is 
eight. These are present in the east coast tields where 
the maximum number oan generally be rego8!l1sed. They 
probably also oocur in the tields of south-eastern 
Tasmania, but oannot be so readily deteoted. The range 
in thiokness is from 1 to 16 teet (including bands, eta.) 
and the seams as mined usually range from , to 8 teet 
thiok. 

( c) Tertiary System 
The Tertiary ooals oocur at numerousllooalities 

but their known thiokness does not ex*eed 10 feet and 
little attention has been paid to them. They are all of 
the brown ooal or lignite type. 

-
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In the abaenoe of forward programmes of exploration 

to determine reeerves, proved resems are limited to 
small areas in the immediate vioinity of mine workings 
and the oalaulable volume is not large. 

Probable reservea are large when estimated on 
information available from mines, bores and the 
geologioal struoture. 

Total reserves based on the soheme adopted by 
the Tlfelfth International Geologioal Congress in 1913 
are:-

Aotual 
Pl't)bable 
Possible 

.0 

•• 
• • 

.0 
• • 
o. 

• 0 

• • 
• • 

•• 
• • 
•• 

•• 123,000,000 tons 
.0 121,000,OOC tons 
•• Small to large. 

In a review of ooal available for industrial 
purpoaes, in 1921, the Geologioal Survey produoed the 
following tabulation of proximate resema:-

Quantity Avail-
able tor Prot! t 

Ooalfie1d Coal Seams Extent able Extraotion 
under present 
Eoonomio 
Conditions 

Number of Aggregate Area in 
Seams Thiokness Aore. Tons 

n. 
-

Mount Nicholas 2 9 4,m 54,200,000 
P'ingal , 11 1,700 26,400,000 
nalma;yna , 15 700 1~'ng,000 Douglas R1 ver 1 4 460 , ,000 
Mount Paul 1 6 640 4,585,000 
Demeon River 1 2 450 1.055,000 
York Plains 1 , 40 140,500 
Colebrook 2 4.75 250 1,390,000 
Avoca 4 18 160 2,430,000 
Catamaran 2 7 230 1,090,000 
Sand:f'ly 6 17 800 5,185,000 
Cygnet 2 3.9 280 700,000 
Lawrenny 4 10 250 2,680,000 
Mersey 1 1.8 450 133,000 
Longford 2 7 45 147,000 
Buokland , 9 40 282,000 
Preolenna 4 6.5 760 4,895,000 
Barn Bluff 2 2.75 5,000 8,800,000 

Total - - - "',620,500 

Modification ot eatimatea would neceasari17 
follow altering industrial oonditiona and expanaion or 
oontraotion of aeame and areas available for exploitation. 

Produotion from 1922 to 1944 inolusive, has been: 

'8 
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Ooalfield Tons 

Mount Nicholas 2,128,949 
Fingal. 28,953 
DaJ.ma.vne 9,711 
Seymour 6,213 
York Plains 18,723 
Avoca 72,158 
Catamaran 115,667 
Bandtly 13,921 
Cygnet 1,243 

Strathblane 271 
Lawrenny 12,692 
Meraey 92,610 
Preolenna 973 

Total 2,502,084 

Analyses and General gharacteristigs 

The ohare,cteristioe of the ooal depend prinoipally 
upon the system of rooks from 'imich it is derived, or in 
other words, as to whether 1t is a Pemo-Carboniferous, 
Triassio or Tertiary ooal. In addition, there are differ­
enoe. in the oonl from different seams in the one system 
and even in the one seam from plaoe to plaoe. 

(a) Permo-Carboniferous Coals. 
Theee ooour at Barn Bluff, Preolenna, Mersey 

distriot and Mount Cygnet. The ooals are generally of 
the bi tuminoua type, with a tendenoy to-"t1rds the variety 
known as oannel. They oontain in the former two distriots 
lenses of more typioal oannel ooal or oil shales known 
as pelion! te and kerosene shale. In the Mereey distriot 
the ooals are more typioally bituminous. In the Mount 
Cygnet distriot the ooals have been somewhat metamorphosed 
and are now of semi-anthraottio types. 

Typioal analyses arel-

Analyses of Permo-Carboniferous Coals 

Moisture Volatile Fixed Ash Sulphur 
MaUer Oarbon 

iPreolenna 1.52 32,46 52.30 13.72 5.87 
~llamatha 8.60 42.92 41.40 7.08 4.81 
Tarleton 10.42 ·f,.02 42.56 4.00 3.48 
~ount Cygnet 1.10 10.36 66.04 22.50 0.41 

The outstanding feature of the analyses of the 
ooals from Northern Tasmania are their rel.atively low 
ash oontent, their high oontent of vol.atile matter and 
oorrespondingly l.ow fixed oarbon oontent, and their 
high oontent (4 per oent. to 5 per oent) of sulphur. 
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Calorifio Value: 

The oal.orific values (gross) are:-
Preolenna - 12,204 B.!.U.; Illamatha - 12,370 B.T.U., 
Tarleton - 12,360 B.!.U., and r~ount Cygnet - 11.336 B.T.U. 

Exoept for the disability of a relatively high 
sulphur content and excluding Mount Cygnet. the ooal.s are 
well suited for steam-raising, gas-making and domestio 
purpose •• 

(b) Triassio Coals 

!hese ooal.s ar'! p,en9rally of one type - the sem1-
bituminous - but show variations from district to 
district. In a f'!W districts, e.g. York Plains. the 
coals ~pproach the anthr?oite type but with a large ash 
content. 
Analysis: 

The range of analysis of the usual. type isP­
Moisture _ 1 to 4 per oent, volatile matter - 18 to 30 
per cent; fixed carbon - 42 to 60 per cent; ash - 9 to 
30 per oent; and sulphur - 0.2 to 0.6 per cent. 

The semi-anthraoitio types have the oontent of 
volatile matter as low as 8 per oent and the fixed 
carbon as high as 65 per oent. 

Calorific Ve~uel 
The oalorific value ranges from 9.100 B.T.U. to 

13,190 B.T.U. (gross). 

Uses: 
The coal is generally non-ooking whioh restricts 

its value-for gas-making, The ash oontent is rather 
high, but in spite of this the calorifio value is fairly 
high, and the ooal is, therefore, sui table for steam­
raising purposes and hop-kiln praotices, 

The coal.s have ignition Boints from 1250 C upwards, 
over 60 per oent being over 150 C. !hey are, therefore, 
safe under dangerous oonditions and could be used in the 
pulverised form. The best results would probably be 
obtained from the oonl in this form. 

(0) Tertiary Coals. 

These are all of the brown coal or lignite type. 

AnalySiS of Tertiary Coals 

Moisture Volatile Fixed Ash 
Matter Carbon 

~aoquarie Harbour 20.8 33.45 33.5 12.25 
Rosevale, '/lest 15.1 39.1 29.2 16.6 

Tamar 

Calorifio values have not been determined. 

Uses: 
The brown ooal.s might have similar uses to those 

of, sq, Viotoria, but the thinness of the seams has not 
enoouraged investigation. 

( 
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In the majority of ooaJ.fields the seams outcrop 
at the surfaoe in oountry of high relief. This permits 
of the coaJ. being worked b~ adits or dip-adits, with 
consequent economy in hauJ.age, drainage, etc., and, 
therefore, low cost of extraction. With few exceptions, 
aJ.l working mines are using this method of mining. 

In a few districts the seams occur below the 
surface in country of low relief, where shaft mining 
wouJ.d have to be used. 

Timber suitable for mining nur~oses is usually 
abundant in the coaJ. distriots. 

'lTorkiM Hines and Present Production 

The prinoipaJ. mines, together with their 
production for 1944, are:-

Tasmanian Coal ~Unes Showing Production for 1944 

Mine 

Cornwall 
~ubllee 
~ount Nicholas 
Stailhope 
Fingal. 
iLangloh 
!Da.J.mayne 
Illamatha 
~berdeen 
York Plains 
Tarleton 
r.1ount Christie 
Sandtly 
Blaok Beauty 

1'1ar~ets and Chief Uses 

Proximity to Markets: 

Tons Value 

83,811 67,339 
18,125 16,660 
15,299 13,038 
7,861 8,883 
3,154 1,476 
6,640 6,640 
2,330 1,463 
1,874 2,563 

804 1,027 
781 1,170 
589 002 
825 804 
520 776 
28 32 

143,641 122,67' 

At the present time the most important pOlfor 
markets are in the viCinity of Hobart and Launceston. 
The largest coaJ.f1elds are not situated adjacent to 
these cities; nevertheless, the distances are not 
excessive. The actuaJ. dist~~ce by railway, road etc. to 
the nearest market wouJ.d be from 25 to 85 miles. 

Chief Uses: 
The bulk of the coal produced in Tasmanian mines 

is used for genera). steam-raising purposes, the State 
RaUways being the principal consumers. During the 
twelve months ended October 31st, 1944, Tasmanian 
raUway systems used 76,413 tons of coaJ. of which 50,397 
tons was mined in Tasmania. 

Other prominent users 0 f Tasmanian coal during the 
same period were Paper aanuf'acturers, 21,147 tons; Carbide 
and r~etaJ. Production plants 17,053 tons; Cement and 
Brick works 15,649 tons; Textile factories 11,641 tons 
and Food processing plants 8,837 tons. 
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Notes on Mines 

'rhe Mount raoholae group of mines (Comwall, 
fllount Nicholas, and Jubilee). in 1944, produoed 
118,235 tons ot ooal ot a total State produotion of 
143,641 tons. 

( 0, 8 

Those mines have always been the prinoipal 
produoers. Reserves are not known with a.n:r d«gree of 
acour&a,r but are adequate for long. term produotion and 
have bIJen assumed to exoeed 50,000,000 tons. The mines 
are partly mechanised, are generally well equipped and 
are oapable of greatly inoreased outputs. 

Exoept in the ca.se of small mines working na'tTOw 
seams on modit1ed longwalling the bord and pillar 
systen: of mining is appl~ed in Tasmanian oollil;)ries • 
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TABLE SHOlHNG PRODUCTION OJ<' COAL FROlll THE VARIOUS COLI,BRHS 

DURING THE YEARS 1921-1944 INCWSIVE 

Area 

r'it. Nicholas area 

,,~t. Nicholas area 

:'1t. Nicholas area 

!It. Nicholas area 

Fingal area 

Dalmayne Area 

Seymour A.rea 

Douglas ~iver Area 

Steep Oreek Area 

Mt. Paul Area 
Fosbrook Area 

Schouten Island Area 

Triabulla Area 

Buokland Area 

Prosser'Plains Area 

Saltwater River Area 

Sandfly Area 

Mt. Cygnet Area 

l:t. Cygnet Area 

:It. Cygnet il.rea 

Bruny Island Area 

Strathblane Area 

Strathblane Area 

Catamaran Area 

South Cape Area 

Ida Bay Area 

Lawrenny "'rea 

r~acquar1e Plains Area 

Plenty Area 

Colebrook Area 
Colebrook Area 

Richmond Area 
York Plains ,\rea 

i·it. Christie Area 

Mt. Christie Area 

rf:t. Christie Area 

~'lt. Christie Area 

Ben Lomond Area 

Merrywood Area 

Lewis Hill Area 

Mine 

Mt. Nicholas Coal lUning 
Company N.L. 

The Cornwall Coal Company 

Jubilee Coal Company 

Silkstone Collieries 

Fingal Coal ~ine 

Dalmayne Coal Mine 

Seymour Coal Mines 

----.. 
.. 
.. .. 

SandfJ.y Coal Mine 

Mt. Cygnet Coal IUne 

Gordons Coal IUne , 

Heaney IUne 

-
Strathblane Coal. IUne 

Hastings Coal fUne 

Ca tamaran 00al ~1ine 
.. 
.. 

Lawrenny (Langloh) Mine 

Tasma Mine 

Jerusalem rUne .. 
York Plains Coal IUne 

Mt. Christie Coal. Kine 

Buena 'Iista Coal. ~1ine 

Stanhope Coal IUne 

Excel.sior Coal ~1ine 
.. 
.. 
-

Production 
( tons) 

566,923 

1,222,155 
339,871 

Nil 

28,953 
9,711 
6,213 
Nil 

nil 
Nil 
nil 
,Til 
rril 
Nil 

Nil 
Nil 

13,921 
1,169 

74 
l'al. 

Nil 
271 

Nil. 
115,667 

Nil 
Nil 

12,692 
Nil 
Nil. 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

18,723 
3,O:n 
Nil 

69,022 
103 

Nil 

Nil 
Nil 
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Area Mine Produotion 
(tons) 

Mersey ,'lrea Sp reyton Ooal Mine 1,006 
Nersey il.rea Illamatha Coal Mine 27,801 
f.!ersey il.rea Tarleton Coal Mine 11,289 
Mersey Area Aberdeen Coal Mine 22,925 
Mersey Area Alfred Coal Mine Nil 
Mersey hrea Denison Coal Mine Nil 
Mersey Area Sherwood Coal Mine Nil 
Mersey Area ~lersey Coal Mine !Til 
Mersey Area Don Coal Nine Nil 
Mersey ~rea Dul V8rton Coal Mines 29,589 
Georgetown Area - Nil. 
Preolenna Area Preolenna Ooal Mines 800 
Preolenna Area S. W. Margetts Coal Mine Nil 
Preolenna Area Muenna (Torbanhill) Coal Mine 173 



COAL PRODUCTION FR0!1 TH,,) VARIOUS COALFBLDS 

OF TASMANIA 

The Mt. Nioholas-Fingal-Dalmayne Coalfield 

Mt. Niqholas Coal tUning aompw N.L. 
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Active operations oommenoed during the year 1888. 
Although no early records of production are available, it 
is estimated that during the years 1888-1901 the average 
yearly output was 20,000 tons. From 1902-1944, 1,097,289 
tons of coal were won, making the total output from the 
commencement of operatiOns to the 31 st ,"ecember, 1944, 
1 ,377,289 tons. 

Cornwall Coal Company 

The Cornwall Colliery was opened up in the year 
1886, and up to 1920, 829,556 tons of coal were won. 
Production from 1921-1944 is shown at 1,222,155 tons, 
making a total output of ~,051,711 tons trom the inception 
of mining to the 31st December. 1944. 

Jubilee Coal ComRany 

The Jubilee ooal was discovered during the year 
1887, and the first reoorded produotion was in 1901. 
From that year to the 31st Deoember, 1919, 1,436 tons of 
coal were won; 713 tOPI! of this quanUty was taken from 
the old Cardiff workings. The total production of the 
JU9ilee Colliery from the inception to the 31st Deoember. 
1944 was 342.595 tons. 

Silks tone Collieriea 

The only recorded production from the silks tone 
properties, other ~han a few trucks of coal taken as bulk 
sam~les, was in 1920 when 136 tons were produced. 

Fingal Coal Mine 

The first record of production from the Pingal 
Coal Min·3 was in 1922, and from that year to the 31 st 
December, 1944, 28,953 tons of coal were won. 

Dalmayne Coal Mine 

The only recorded produotion of coal from Dalmayne 
is shown during the years 1939 to 31st December, 1944, 
that is 9.711 tons. 

The SeYmour-Douglas River-Denison River-Mt. Paul Coalfield 

Semour Coal ~t1ne 

Although work was being carried out during the year 
1884. there is no reoord of early produotion from this mine. 
Office reoorde, during the years 1924-1931 inolusive, show 
a total of 6,213 tone. 
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Dollg1y-DSaop &d nt. PAUl 

Exoept for a fn ton. of ooal taken, from time to 
t1m&, 88 sample. for testing purpose., no ooal has been 
produoed trom this field. 

Swansea-Sohouten Island Co~field 

No raoorded production. 

Triabunna-Buok1and Coalfield 

rro recoMed production. 

Tasman Peninsula CoBlfield 

Saltwater River 

The coal bed WRB disoovered in 18}4, and it is 
estimated that 60,000 tons of ooal has been produced 
tr~m this area; no offioi~l r~oorQa available. 

8and.f':J;r-Cy gIll t Coalfield 

Sand fly Coal Mine 

The Sanfffly Coal Mine oommenoed operations in 
1881. Early produotion figures are not available, and 
it is estimated that up to 1920, 20,500 tons of coal had 
been won. Prom 1921 to 1944 a total ot 13,921 tODS of 
ooal is recorded, making a total output from inoeption 
to 31st December 1944 of '4,421 tons. The mine was idle 
during the years 1921-1933. 

Mt. Cygnet Coal l~ine 

Estimated production to 1920 is 70,000 tons. 
During the year 1921, 1,169 tons of ooal were pro1uoed. 
No further ooBl has been won. 

Heaney Coal Mine 

The only produotion trom this mine is an 8Btimated 
output ot 2,000 tons of coal up to 1920. 

Gordon'. Coal Mine 

The only production of ooal from t!lis mine was 
durinR the years 1939-1940 when 74 tons of coal were 
produced, 

Brugy-Strathblane-catamaran Coalfield 

Brunt Island 

No records have been kept of the production tram 
BI'IUIY Island. The to'~al amount would not eltcoed 20,000 
tona, 

Stl'!thblM' Coal klint 

CoBl was diDoovel'ed at 3tl'athblane about the year 
1910. Up to 1920 only a tew hundred tons of coBl had 
been shipped from this mine. The ooBl was obtained in 

• 
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the exploratory works oarried on, from time to time, 
and was suffioient only for testing purposes. The 
only subsequent output was during the years 1929, 1932 
and 19" which amounted to 271 tons. 

Catamaran goal Min. 

The discovery ot ooal at Catamaran dates baok 
to 1900, The tirst reoorded produotion was in 1905, 
from which year to 1918 the amount of coal won is 
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shown as 3,527 tone. From 1919-'9. when the mine olosed 
down, 115,667 tone of coal was produced making a total 
produotion of 119,194 tons from this mine. 

N!w Town Coalfield 

No production. 

Upper Derwent Coalfield 

LawreMY· (LMgloh) Coal Mine 

Up to thot year 1937 only a few tons of coal wers 
taken tor testing purposes. The output from 19,8 to 
31st Dece.ber 1944 is 12,692 tons. 

Th' Oolebrook-Ri9be0nd Coalfield 

Tapa Coal MiAe 

The mine has been worked for two short periods 
only and produced 2,737 tons of coal. 

Jerusalem Min. 

Considerable quantities of coal have been 
produoed from thie mine, but no reoords are available. 

The York Plains COalfield 

York Plains Coal rUn. 

Small quanti ties of coal were produced prior to 
1902, but no recorda are available. From 1902-1919 the 
output was 9,489 tons and from 1920-1944, 19,465 tons, 
m8!ng a total output from the mine, 28,954 tons of coal. 

The Avoca Coalfield 

r1t. Christie Mine 

Mining opera tions commenc.d in 1904 and the ou t­
put of coal up to 1920 was not more than 500 tons. The 
only other ooal won from this mine was during the years 
1940-1944. when an amount of 3,033 tons waaproduced. 

BeUD. Vista Coal Min. 

No production. 

M.rrywood Coal Mine 

No production to 1944. 
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Exoelsior Coal JUne 

One hundred and three tons ot ooal were produoed 
during ~he yeare 1923-1931. 

stanhope Coal Mine 

Aotive mining operations oommenoed in 1932 and 
the output ot ooal to 31.t Deoember 1944 is reoorded at 
69,022 tons. 

The Menu COalfield 

Spreyton Coal Mine 

Durinp, the years 1911-1921 the output ot ooal 
vas 8,044 tons. The only rsoorded produotion in subse­
quent years was between 1922-1924 and amounted to 
1,006 tons of ooal. 

Illamatha Coal Mine 

The reoorded produotion ot 7,790 tons of ooal 
is shown for the YJars 1911-1921. The mine has been 
worked oontinuously from 1922 and produoed 27,801 tons 
of ooal. 

~rleton Coal Min' 
The Tarleton Coal Mine oommenoed operations in 

1931 and up to 31 st ~!eoember 1944 produoed 11.289 tons 
ot ooal. 

9uJ,verton Mins. 

A number ot small mine. working in this distriot 
during the years 1921-1944 have produoed 29.589 tons of 
coal. 

Aberdeen coal Mine 

The Aberdeen Coal rUne oommenoed opera tiona in 
1931 and up to 31st Deoember 1944 produoed 22,925 tons 
of coal. 

The Mereey Coalfield is situated in the North 
·"estern Hining ')insion and a number of small mines were 
opened uP. from time to time, and atter a short existenoe 
were olosed down. The total ooa1 produoed from the North 
,vestern Mining TIivieion from 1920-1944 is 88,9<t1 tons. 

The Preo1enna Coalfield 

Preo1!Dna Coal Mine 

Produotion to 1921 shows only 
of ooal raised for testing purposes. 
192;,1924 800 tone ot ooal were won. 

Muenna goal rUne_ 

a tew hundred tons 
During the years 

Muenna Mine also known as Torbanh111 produoed 
173 t one of coal during the years 1926.1931 • 
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Summa" 

Ooal produotion in the respective mining iivisions 
during the years 1920-1944 inolusive, is shown as follows: 

TOM 

Northern & Southern •• tt • 178,107 

Eastern. tt t ••••• tt 2,407,,66 

North ',o/estern ....... It 88,941 

Sinoe the inoeption of Ooal Mining in Tasmania 
to Deoember 1944, the output 1s reoorued at 4,557,756 
tone • 


