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Inspector of Mines , agazines, and Explosives Office , 
Public Buildings . 

AUNCESTON, 26th eptember, 1946 . 

PIONEER ROJECT . 

As requested in your memorandum of the 5th AUJUst, 
I contacted Mr . 6 . J . Valsh and others regarding his project 
and herewith furnish information obtained regarding same . 

Attached is a SKetch map compiled from the 1929 
Annual Report of the Pioneer Mine (practicall at the cessation 
of operations), lease plans and information regarding boring 
done by the Austral lalay Company in 1935 as supplied by J . 
1atthews who Vias leading hand on the drilling plant used . he 
approximate area wluch Mr . Walsh intends to work is outlined in 
green. 

A "ached also is a copy of the ribute Agreement betVleel 
O. J . ',alsh and party and the Endurance Tin Mining_ Company in 
which it will be noted that they agreed to take up further bround 
if requested to do so by Mr. Walsh . Tais will be necessary as 
some of the round which Mr . Walsh intends to work is not nO\ 
held . 

A copy of ~r . walsh ' s Answers to the Department of 
Supply and Shippino Que s tionaire is also at ached . 

As will be se ~n from the s etch map very litt~e inf or­
matio is availsbl as to the value and depth of the ground 
which it is intended to wor • • lIalsh bases his information 
on the fact that he has dish sampled the face saown on the map, 
and on the Austral MalBJ Company ' s bores at the other end of 
his area. He has no information as to the values or apth of 
gr vund between these points . 

Mr . lialsh ' s intentions are to work the gruund entirely 
by water power, he having arranged Ii t the Endurance Company to 
be supplied with that water used by the Endurance Company ' s 
po~er house , with the exception of 15 sluice heads . The anager 
of the Endurance ne stated that it is reasonable to assume 
that the power house will be using not less than 60 sluice heads 
for ten mon1;hs of the year - that is r . i,aloh will have 45 sluice 
heads of water for ten mon hs in the year . Tlds water will be 
conveyed around the old rioneer race, a distance of 4 to 5 miles, 
and will then be lOaken across the Ringarooma River by a 3100 ft . 
si hon on the site of the old Pioneer siphon , t han along the 
Pioneer race to the point of intake , thence by 3200 ft . of pi ping 
to the working face and give 280 ft . of he ad at the face . To 
bring this system into operation it will be necessary to recondition 
about 6 to 7 miles of race, re-erect the trestle and s iphon across 
the Ringarooma River, using 2b inch diameter pipes which 
it is considered necessary to carry 45 sluice heads of water, and 
instal 3 , 200 ft . of piping, of 24 inch to 26 inch diame1;er, to the 
workings . 
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Mr. Walsh has asked for a grant of £1U,OOO to be uoed 
as follows:-

b,400 ft. of 26" piping (quarter inch pla.te) £6,4UO 
Ins~allation of pipes and cartage of same, cost 
erection to ~restle, repairs to 7 miles of race, 
timber for sluice boxes, purchase of elevator, nozzles 
valves etc. 3,600 

~otal £10,000 

I Q.u.eried the price of the pipes as too low and Mr. 
Walsh stated that if he could purchase good second-hand pipes, or 
by making the pipes on the job by themselves, they could keep 
the cost down to £1 per foot. 

Apart from thil; water Mr. Walsh would also have 
available 3 sluice heads from the Endurance Mine, Bradshaws Creek 
Race, 2831/W which would be relatively low pre.sure water. Also 
there are 14 sluice heads of water trom the Wyniford River water 
right 2OVI/41 recently acquired by Mr. Walsh from Mr. Charles Allen 
(WhO apparently acts for the Garibaldi Tin Mining CompaDJ" N.L. 
who are owners) bu.t "bich would require about 15 inch diameter 
siphon across the ~arooma Biver and the necessary pipe scheme etc. 

There is a considerable area. of duap room aVailable 
and Mr. Walsh has a scheme whereby with the erection of a drainage 
twmel to Bradshaw's Creel!: he wUl elevate to his sluice boxes, 
drain off the exoeas water, then re-elevate the t~l1ngs to the 
dump, should duap reu. becoae restricted. This scheme appears to 
be feasible at present but may bave some difficulties to overcome 
for its practical application. 

As will be seen from these preliminary investigations 
there appear to be facilities available for the working of the 
area in question but the first step is to get some more satisfactory 
information regarding the value and defith of the grou.nd. This 
was pOinted out to Mr. Walsh and he agreed that should the Government 
require to carry O-lt boring jlo prove the ground he was in agreement 
that the cost of boring should be added to the loan, firovided he 
was oonsulted as to the position and number of bores. 

In vin of the foregoing it is recommended .hat con­
sideration be given totbe boring of the area outlined in green on 
the attached map, and if this is agreed to Mr. IValsh's application 
beaerioual,y considered in conJunction with the informai.ion 
obtained from this work. 

INSl'ECTOR OF MIN:t;S. 
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