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!l!he period 17th to 29th April was 00cup1ed in 
an examinat10n of the Waterhcuse Estat. w1th a v1ew 
to the d1soover,y ot Limestone depos1ts suitable tor 
use tor Agricultural purposes. 

During ths invest1gat10n I was aocompanied by 
Mr. T. English. an otfioer ot the Agrioul ~ Bank. 

!l!he Waterhouse Estate oomprises some 83,000 
acres ot land aO~!'kd or about to be acquired by 
the Agrioultural tor purposes ot Soldier 
Settlament~ "'m1nation of the so11s revealed a 
det10ienoy in Lime oontent and 1t is des1rable 
that deposits ot limestone ~ tound either on the 
property or at relatively short d1stanoe. from 1t. 

!l!he propertT 11es to the north and the north­
east ot Soottsdale in the north eastern part of 
TalJlllen1 a with its southern boundar,y approximately 
14 miles north from that town. It 1s bounded On 
the north by the coast-line of !l!asman1a and baa an 
easterly extent trom a point about 8 miles east ' 
from Bridport to the Boobyalla River. 

The area 1s access1ble from Soottsdale b,y 
moderately good roads and from Briclporll b,y poor 
roaa. or t1UU au1t&ble otal7 tor leepe or tractors. 
The outl.;r1Dg porllione of the area are accessible 
by rough trallth. . 

Dur.I.Dg the examinstion of the area heacl-quarters 
were establ1shecl at Bridporll ancl transport to the 
area ks b,y Land-River Jeep supplied by the Agrioultural 
BSDk. 

On arrival at Britt:rII 1t was leamed that 
Limestone ooourTed on propertT of Mills Bros. 
s1 tuatecl about half "83 between b Western an4 
Eastern 88D4Y Cape.. !l!h1. clepo.it was .• xamine' 
on !ue8clq 1l1th April. 

The LimestoDe oocurs .. a oouple ot ".'1 hillocks 
in the oentre of ploughed fiel48. It baa been openecl 
at two points onlT b,y .hallow boles sufficiently 
large onl;r to abow that Lime.tone occurS. The 
Limestone &8 seen 1. more or le.. triable an4 -1' 
lend itself to .preacl1:ag b,y ferll1l1ser .preaders. 
The tull thiotne.s of tn. .tratum has not been 
revealed 8Q7Whare and there 1. no mean. of 
cletulllining whether or not the resel'V'e. w111 be 
appreciable. The Urienoe between the two outorops 
is approximate17 100 ;yards with a clepre.s1on between 
them. Boring b,y hanel-boring plant woulcl detem1ne 
whether or not the deposit is oontinuous an4 woulcl 
enable some estimate of quant1tT to be macte. Boring 
would also y1eld representat1ve samples of b 
depos1t from which an estimate of qual1ty oould be 
made. 

lI'rom Bridport to the area the road passes 
f1rst over allUT1al flats on to Grani tio oountr,y 
which although in placee 1t is low l;y1ng extends 
more or le.s oontinuously to !l!borpe. Homestead at 
the nine milt. To the north of the Grani tio 
countr;r the area 1s low lying and ma~ with in 
places the formation of lagoone. This type of 
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oountr,y extends north until the sand dunes are met 
close to the shore~ 

To the east of the nine mile home8tead and 
about a mile distant therefrom there i8 a r1dge on 
whioh Silurian Slates and Sand8tones occur and on 
which some prospeoting has been done. The 81a1;e8 
and Sand8tone8 extend easterly until the ~aqrot 
Goldfield has been passed, a distanoe of appro~1mately 
three miles. The Slah8 occur as a more of less 
horse8hoe ahaped ~a the easter.n azm of the 
horseshoe exten4ine almo8t to the ooast in the 
vic1n1t,r of the Stone Ohimn8Y. 

In the vio1n1ty of the Waterhouse Homestead 
G1'II.D1te ooours over a fairlT extensive area whioh 
however doe. not reaoh the foreshore. On the 
fore.hore to the nonh of Watemouee bomestead there 
18 an oocurrenoe of Basalt along the lore shore or 
~d1atelT in] and from it a ser1es ot Sand dunes 
ooour. SODle of the dunes reaoh heights approximately 
150 feet or more and are st111 enoroaohing in a 
south easterly direotion. 

The greater part of the area is low lying land 
on which numerous lasoons and waterhole. oocur as 
the result of interferenoe 117 the dune. of the 
natural drainer and by the fo~tion of .and lars 
at the mouth 0 the creek.. The dune8 have in 
plaoe. enoroached to Upward8 of a mile inland. 

It i. antioipated that at no great depth from 
the present aur.taot dther the granites or the 
.:1.ate. and Sand.tone8 would be met and that the 
overlying mater1al. would be 'reoent 8ands and soils 
in whioh it i8 not expected to locate any appreoiable 
quantities of oaloareous mater1al. 

During this examination the only oaloareous 
material met with were depos1 tions of oaloium 
oarbonate on roots and stioks on the 8ides of a 
few of the dunes and also 8light encru8tations of 
oaloium oarbonate on the surfaoe eamds of suoh 
dune.. These encrustations were insignifioant in 
size and re8ult from the solution, by peroolaUng 
wate1"8, of shell. whioh were intermixed with the 
dune mater1al and the- re-deposition of the caloareous 
mater1al where the waters of ~"on were evaporated 
on thi' ~ace of the dune. . 

It was al.o reported tha~ Limestone had been 
taken from Tw;:!{n!ay I8land (Knife Is.) and this 
depo.it was e d. 

It oon8isted in part of a depo.it of calcareous 
mater1al in the ~oint planes of the Basalt whioh may 
have been due to the de-cODlpo.ition of the Basalt and 
in part from the aooullulation at that point of 
Oozmorant exoreta. The deposit i8 of no oOllllllero1&1 
value. 

It is regretted therefore that no deposit of 
Limestone 8uitable for Agr1cultural purposes has been 
found on or near the Waterhouse Estate • 
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The known deposits of Limestone nearest to 
the Waterhouse Est~te are -

(2) 

Uindere Island where transport and shipping 
of the product to Bridport would entail much 
handling and added expense~ 

Mole Creek where Rail transport is aVailable 
but where tilere are no operaUng quarries. 

Rail ton where quarrie. are open and Lime 
Kilns have been establi.hed. There are no 
orushing plants e.tablished which are 
suitable for the produotion of Agricul~ 
Limestone. 

Melrose quarries where Agrloultural Lime.wne 
i. at present being c:n1eliect and sold at a 
price reported to be 11/. per ton. 
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