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20th December, 1968,

The Chief Geologist,
HOBART.

P.B. Lode - Blue Tier - Visit of 3rd,
4th, 5th December 1968

Object

A meguest was received from Mr. H, Moses for
finaneial assistance to cover the removal of his
machinery and gear from alluvial workings at Moon
Creek on Blue Tier, to the 'F.B.' lode on the Frome
Biver. An assessment was required of the problems
involved and the feaalbility of the project, and
confirmation of the economic potential of the
proposition.

Conelugion

On the evidengce produced there is no justification
for H. Moses transfer to the 'F.B.' site on the FProme
River: he 1s better advised to remain at Moon Creek
and work creek gravels and adjacent remnants of virgin
ground providing demonstrably higher tin wvalues,

2xd Deg. 1968, Agcess

The motor track from Weldborough to the 'F.B.!
lode was traversed in damp conditions with some
difficulty in a station sedan with limited slip
differential. H. Moses had not used the traok or
vigited the 'P.B.' site since accompanying Senioy
Geologist, A.J. Noldart some weeks previously. No
prospecting had been done.

Two bridges within a mile of Weldborough are
being replaced by the P.W.D. in antiecipation of
logging activities by Tasmanian Board Mills in the
newyear (1969), and renovation of the track by the
timber com is anticig:ted prior to log cart
operations, roadwo offected by Moses woul
inevitably be revised within a few months. Two
badly eroded corners over creeks and a poorly
drained section need attention before the track
is passable to a lorry with an overhanging load of
28 foot water pipes. A revision of Moses transport
plans is in order, as the dozZer for essential '
roadwork must precede the e¢amp removal, in splte
of loading difficulties thus incurred at the Moon
Creek site, Once at the Frome River a substantial
bridge must be constiructed to ensure all-weather
access t0 the work site on the easterm shore.
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H, Moses was advised that should finance forx
road reconstruction be refuired it should be sought
from P.W.D. sources.
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Watexr Supply

The water supply for sluleing purposes was
anticipated from a race constructed to supply the
0ld stamp mill on Hibernus Creek. The hill slope
was traversed along the line of the race, the
latter be well preserved at the north (Hibernus
Creek) end but washed away by floods at the inlet
on the Frome River. Elsewhere the race is loocally
collapsed, breached and generally overgrown
suggest several weeks renovation is required to
b it into service. An alternative water supply
was sought from the Winiford River via the
Endurance Tin Mine link-race from the Winiford to
the Frome River, and a branch raece into Hibernus
Creek. The branch race could not be located and
can no longer exisg,

4th Degember, 1968,  Agcepsg

The track to the 'F.B.' lode was not open from
Weldborough due %o bridge works, but a route was
taken via Moorina, and although in good condition
at both ends the %rack was not passable in the
heavily forested central section, due to poor
dreinage and the past activitiee of timber lorries.

¥ater Supply

The position of the northerm limit of a further
water race from the FProme River, suitable as a
supply for slulieing the southern flank of the 'F.B,'
lode was established, but no assessment was made of
repalrs necessary before it could be used.

Iin Values

That part of the 'F.B.' lcde east of the Frome
River and south of Hibernus Creek was tested with
samples collected from six pits sunk at the limit of
the old alluvial worl s on the southern flank,
two pits at the limit of previous working above the
0ld stamp battery on the northern flank and four
pite across the hea timbered zone on the line of
the lode between the old workings., Several samples
collected on the northern and western flank of the
hill on the previous day showed a negligible heavy
fraction and were not retained.

Samples of wash were panned, bulked and sent
for analysis. The area of old forkings and discarded
overburden on the hillside in the immediate vicinity
of the derelict battery, open-cut and adit site
previcusly demonstrated to Mr. A.J. Noldart was not

retested.

Regulte of Analyeis for tig. 'F.B.' lode
(8014/68. Advice No. 379) 0z. per ou. yd.
6 samples from South lode 1.81

4 samples from Centre lode 0.75

2 samples from North lode 0.70
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Microscopie inspection of some of the heavy
mineral concentrate from the 'F.B.' lode by Mr. G.
Everard indioated a composition oft-

g—g; %lmanite

~3% Topaz

2-3% Zircon

3.4% Cassiterite

85% Quartz (heavily iron-stained).

The problems of difficult aceesas, problematical
water supply and poor tin values combina to discourage
further interest in the alluvial potential of this

aresn.
S%h December, 1968

H, Moses' gr&sont wo on Moon Creek were
visited, eonsisting of a sluigced area on the

northerly streteh of the oreek (worked with
hydraulis blower and a large water pump), and two
rmeh smeller paddooks downstrean adjaoan% to the
westerly section of the ereek (worked with a mmall
water pump ang nozgzle into sluice boxes lodged in
the creek bed). The latter section of the creek
incorporates water race 1789W of the Endurance

Tin Company and is desp, droad and st t,
and mms into a narrow e¢left some 20' deep blasted
through a granite bar. OCurrently a shallow but
rapid flow of water is maintained over a gravel
bed 8-10' wide and the stream is reportedly
permanent,

Proapect samples were taken from remnants of
unworked ground in the creek bank, the gravels of
the creel bed and from shallow pi%s sunk to granite
bedrock in the heavily timbered rising ground to
the west of the oleared area about Moses camp site.
Superficial tests show promise of good tin values
and Moses is oonvinced that the water supply is
adequate for wo the stream bed. Should water
supply becOme a problem an eedon can be effegted

th a small dam constructed in steep sided
creek bed, and some water recycled.

The style of operation envisaged sets the
hydraulie blower in a hole in the oreek bed, with
slulce boxes low on the bank, &umping all but the
finest #ailings clear of the stream course. Pocokets
of high grade virgin from near the oreek oah
be sluiced or 'dezed into the oreek and recovered
::gethor with oreek gravels. The ine, blower

boxes would be moved progressively upsiream in
60-80 yard stages as each locality is worked out.,

Work on the heavily timbered ground was not
advised as the rate of felling and clearing, (and
hence tin recovery) would inevitably be sleow.
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Results of Analyvses for tin. Moon Creek.
(8074/64 3 Advice No. 379) 0%Z. per cu. yd. L
Heavy gravel in creek (5 dishes) 15,6
Unworked ground on bank (2 dishes 8.58
Timbered rise W of camp (7 dishes 6.52

H. Moses was advised to proceed with the stream
gravels in Moon Creek, in preference to other
alternatives.

(D.J'. Je B)
GEOIOGIS




