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CON F~li-E N C E. 

A Mining Conference was opened in the Albert Hall, 
Launceston on the 3rd June 1924, the Minister for Mines 
(Hon. A.G. Ogilvie presiding. Those present were - The 
Minister for Mines, Secretary for Mines (Mr. W. A. Pretyman), 
Government Geologists (Messrs. A. McIntosh Reid and 
P. B. Nye), Wardens of Mines (Mr. E. L. Hall and Mr. F. N. 
Stops, Devonport), Chief Inspector of Mines (Mr. J. O. 
HQdson), Inspectors CQrtain, H. A. VandeaQ, and W. H. 
Williams, Chairman of the Mining Board (Mr. L. E. Chambers) 
Government Mining Engineer (Mr. J. B. Scott), members of 
the Legislative Council (Messrs. A. Lawson, Hon. Minister: 
L. M. Shoobridge, F. B. Edwards, T. Shields, D. C. Calvert, 
J. W. Cheek, A. L. Wardlaw, John Hope, F. P. Hart, C. H. 
Pitt, A. Lillico, and E. Freeland) members of the HOQse 
of Assembly (Messrs. R. E. Snowden, C. W. Grant, C. C. 
Becker, P. MQrdoch, J. C. Newton,R. Hobbs, F. Marriott, 
E. F. Blyth, N. Campbell, J. A. HQrst, P. Kelly, A. T. 
Marshall and C. CQ11ey, delegates from the Mines and 
Metals Association (Messrs. R. M. MQrray, General Manager, 
Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company; Lindesay Clark, 
General Manager, Briseis Tin and General Mining Co.; 
Owen B. Williams, General Manager, North Mount Farrell 
Silver Mining Co.; Joseph Miller, Manager, Storey's Creek 
Tin Mine; A. W. HQtchin, SQperintendent IndQstrial Depart­
ment, Electrolytic Zinc Co., and O. W. Hawkins, Secretary, 
AQstralian Mines and Metals Assn. Inc., Tasmanian Branch) 
delegates from A. W. U. mining employees, Tasmanian Branch, 
(Messrs. W. T. Corby, General Secretary Federated Engine 
Drivers' and Firemens' Association; James McDonald, 
Organiser A. W. U. mining employees, W. H. Reece, assistant 
organiser), independent delegates (Messrs. J. H. Levings, 
sQperintendent Mount Bischoff tin mine); Harold Brock, 
Hobart; L. J. Smith, Ulverstonei Selby Wilson, Zeehan; 
and J. C. Macmichael, Launceston). -, 

A Standing Orders Committee was appointed for the 
PQrpose of drawing QP regQ1ations for the condQct of the· 
bQsiness. 

The Minister in opening the conference stated that 
he wished to extend a very hearty welcome to all those 
present. He had only recently taken over the control of 
the Mines Department, and dQring the short time he had had 
control of the Department he had not yet had an opportunity 
of becoming aQ fait with it. He wanted to get information 
and not give it, so as to assist him to form the basis of 
a mining policy which woQ1d be of valQe to Tasmania. Since 
1907 the mining indQstry had been gradQally going down. 
In 1922 and 1923, however, there had been an increase of 
£200,000 in the OQtpQt, and since 1870 the mines had yielded 
an OQtpQt of over £49,000,000. At different times the min­
ing indQstry had helped the people of Tasmania to tide over 
periods of depression. He wanted sQggestions as to how the 
mining indQStry coQ1d be revived, and he wanted every 
member present to remember that the financial position of 
Tasmania was a very serioQB one, and he wanted them to bear 
in mind that a large expenditQre of money woQ1d debar the 
Government from PQtting the sQggestions into operation. 
They were going throQgh the most serioQs stages in the 
history of Tasmania. The Government had now reached the 
apex of taxation, and the State was now depending on the 
Federal Government in order that the ledger might be 
sqQared for the coming year. He wanted them when making 
sQggestions to remember as far as expenditQre was concerned 
the Government woQ1d have to be very carefQ1. He hoped and 
sincerely believed that some good woQ1d come OQt of the 
conference, that something woQ1d be sQggested whereby he 
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and his colleag~es and members of both Ho~ses of Parliament 
wo~ld arrive at a policy helpf~ to Tasmania. The last 
conference had evolved the Aid to Mining Act, and ~der 
that Act the State had lost tho~sands and tho~sands of 
po~ds. He had j~st received a recommendation from the 
Seoretary for Mines asking him to wipe o~t £12,000 of bad 
debts inc~red ~der that Act. The delegates present 
had shown that they were anxio~ to assist the State in 
their desire to p~t the ind~stry on a better footing. 
They all realised the val~e of mining to Tasmania in the 
past and what co~d be done in the f~t~e provided some­
thing was done to help it along. He hoped that their 
deliberations wo~d res~t in something constr~ctive. He 
proposed to take the q~estion first "How to revive the 
Mining Ind~stry". 

Mr. McIntosh Reid spoke with reference to the 
Geological S~ey. He said that the immediate work they 
had in hand was the establishment of the iron ind~stry 
in Tasmania. They had now been engaged nine months on 
it and had now come to the stage when the promoters of 
the concern were abo~t to leave for England to raise the 
capital for the establishment of the ind~stry. The ind~s­
try wo~d mean more to Tasmania than the Zinc Works, and 
it was hoped to establish the works at B~rnie. He tho~ht 
this ind~stry wo ~d help the State o~t of some of its 
diffic~ties. They had already established in Tasmania 
directly as the res~lt of the work of the Biological 
S~ey, cement and paint ind~stries. In connection with 
the development of the ind~stry in the past it depended 
on the very rich ores for marketing, and had to be shipped 
overseas. They had very large ind~stries of low grade 
ores, which were some day going to be the mainstay of 
Tasmania. The main point was how to attack this ore. 
The main drawback was lack of comm~nication. The other 
pOint which involved money, was boring, which co~d safely 
be applied to the smaller lodes, and ~der g~idanoe wo~d 
probably meet with s~ccess. 

Mr. Owen B. Williams said the tro~ble was to avoid 
generalities and p~t something concrete. He stated that 
the man who takes an interest in mining liked to see a 
ret~n for his capital. At the present stage the ret~n 
co~ld not be seen. If they made the indtlstry attractive 
to the investor he did not think there wo~d be any dif­
fio~ty in the recovery of mining in the State. The main 
reasons for the depression were lack of interest, general 
~est, and the War, and U:nfort~ately there was no local 
market for the ore. 

Mr. O. W. Hawkins paid a tribtlte to Mr. Alex 
Marshall's efforts in bringing the matter before the Ho~se. 
In order that remedies may be s~gested to enable the min­
ing indtlStry to get back to prosperity again it wo~d be 
necessary to look at the facts which dragged it back d~­
ing the last few years - the seriotls ~pheavals taking 
plaoe in E~ope. They had got to consider the best methods 
of attracting capital in the ind~stry. The Government 
co~d not be expected to do it. He did not think the 
Government sho~ld be asked to provide assistance in the 
Mining Ind~stry, b~t a greater spirit of self reliance 
sho~ld be shown by the people. The keystone of mining 
development was an extensive and systematic geological 
sU:rVey. As a SU:ggestion on that it may be possible for the 
Geological S~ey to make tlse of the work of the men in the 
b~sh in Tasmania. The work accomplished by the Geological 
SU:rVey ~p to the present had been very ~sef~ indeed, btlt 
the fact still remains that we are withotlt a comprehensive 
geological s~rvey of the State. In that direction prim­
arily the Government wo~d have to move, and he s~gested 
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that a soil survey may be made to run in harness with 
the geological survey. It was interesting to note how 
alike the farming industry and the mining industry were 
becoming. Mining was a fertiliser for the farmer, and 
it may be of assistance in opening up the State agricul­
turally. The failure of our West Coast Mines is the lack 
of accessibility, and people could not see where their 
money was going. Encouragement might be giv~ to the con­
struotion of the West Coast Road. The Government could 
not consider putting in an electric railway at the present 
time. He stated that the Geological Survey experts were 
not sufficiently well-known, and there was some room for 
improvement in that direction. 

Mr. B. H. Levings stated he was actively engaged 
in the mining industry on the West Coast of Tasmania. At 
the present time the mining industry was suffering from 
high costs. He had been watching the progress of the 
Broken Hill Company which had one of the best plants in 
the world, with an expenditure of £5,000,000 but was not 
paying expenses. He wished to see the Hoskins people 
exporting iron from the Comstock District, near Zeehan, 
it was the most important outlook he could see, although 
he hoped there were others. He thought the prospectors 
were valuable. He knew of only one discovery by a geo­
logist, the finding of shale at Henrietta by Mr. Reid. 
During the Zeehan boom he remembered a statement that 
1600 sections were pegged, stretching from Dundas past 
Pieman. Then there were about 1250 seotions about Lyell, 
and all those sections worked tw~ or three men. The 
population was expending around Mount Bischoff and the 
people often brought him specimens. He thought that that 
was the best part of the State in which to put money. He 
suggested setting aside an area between Cape Sorell and 
Port Davey, where according to prospectors some creeks 
would pay probably £1 a day in gold. The Government might 
charter some shallow draught fishing boats, and take pro­
visions to men in such an area. The timber people at 
Trowutta would eventually demand a bridge over the Arthur 
River, and that would open the way for prospecting. 

Mr. J. O. Hudson said he was a little more 
optimistic than Mr. Levings. He personally thought Tasmania 
had as good prospects as any other part of Australia. The 
depression in Tasmania could be put down to a lot of causes. 
Men could do better in other parts. They had to find a 
means of reviving the industry. He had advocated track 
cutting and prospecting for a number of years. He thought 
the Government should attempt to do something in that 
direction. Unfortunately they could not get the type of 
men they wanted for the money. They should devise some 
scheme whereby people would be induced to go out into the 
bush. In New Zealand, when prospecting was languishing, 
a conference was held and several syndicates sent out 
prospectors. It would mean a total revival of the industry 
in Tasmania if one such find could be made here. It would 
be more likely to come from that direction than any other. 

Mr. P. B. Nye stated that the revival of the min­
ing industry could be looked at from different view points. 
He thought it was largely in the hands of the mine managers. 
One way in which it could be improved was the utilisation 
of by-products. In the establishment of future enterprises 
everything depended on known deposits. They had already 
touched upon iron. He stated that 20,000,000 tons of iron 
were known to exist in Tasmania, and the known reserves 
of oil shale were 40,000,000 tons at 40 gallons to the 
ton, the total reserve being 160 million gallons. The 
coal fields at the present time had a reserve of 140 million 
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tons. There was plenty of scope for the extension of 
the industry. Utilisation of coal in pulverised form 
should be used which would save the importation of coal 
from other States, and the zinc lead sulphides at Rose­
bery had hardly been touched. At Ross there was sandstone, 
some of which had been exported to the mainland, and there 
should be a much larger export in that direction. There 
have been two cement industries established lately - at 
Latrobe and Maria Island. In the future the geologists 
would take a larger part in mining than in the past. This 
would save a large amount of unnecessary and unprofitable 
work in trying to locate in unfavourable places. 

Mr. W. E. Shoobridge M.H.A. stated that co-opera­
tionwas essential to mining. He thought that the mining 
industry must co-operate. Farming and mining were one 
dependent on the other. He thought one of the most import­
ant things for the revival of the industry was co-operation. 
It might be done by a small royalty on all importations 
of minerals - it wanted better organisation and cheaper 
power. Water was the greatest asset of Tasmania. Nothing 
would attract capital like the development of power and 
irrigation. They should map out and provide for system­
atic boring and prospecting. Tasmania had the steel 
industry of Australia in its own hands, by applying the 
power. In Canada hydro power had attracted 400,000 people. 

Mr. E. F. Blyth stated he had been interested in 
~ini~g all his life and he had always encouraged prospect­
~ng ~n every possible way. At the present time there were 
so many other investments that there was not very much 
speculation in Tasmania. He did not think they should 
try and extract too much from mining men by taxation of 
companies and mineral leas.es. They looked for assistance 
from the Geologists and the Geological Surveys Branch of 
the Mines Department. The prospector lives a very hard 
life. The Department at the present time charged a fee 
for the services of a geologist. He did not think that 
was right as it was not encouraging the men. The services 
of the geologists he thought should be given free. He did 
not think increasing the fees would assist mining in any 
way. Another thing, the laboratory might be made more up­
to-date, and give mining companies the free use of same -
under supervision, and their practical research work could 
be carried out there at a low cost, and the alteration for 
same might be done for £1000. There were too many other 
attractive investments which kept the people from specu­
lating in mining. 

Mr. N. Campbell M.H.A. said that he was glad to 
see so many men representing the scientific and practical 
side of mining. He did not have any first hand knowledge 
of mining. The problems of the mining industry in Tasmania 
could be divided into two sections, the problem of produc­
tion, and the problem of marketing. He was not too sure 
how far the Government should assist the prospector. The 
increase of exports would put the industry on a better 
basis. He thought some method should be adopted whereby 
low grade ores could be treated. He endorsed the remarks 
of Mr. Shoobridge with regard to cheap power. He thought 
Advisory Board should be set up to deal with mining matters 
the same as there was a Board for fruit at the present time. 
He thought an Advisory Board should be established Wich 
would be able to attack the problems in a more scientific 
way. 

Mr. F. Marriott M.H.A. stated that the question was 
"How the mining industry could be resuscitated in Tasmania", 
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and drew attention of the Government to how close primary 
production and mining were allied. He recommended that 
in future the Government should pay greater attention to 
the development and opening up of ways and means for the 
prospector. By-products really affected the mine managers 
themselves. He also recommended that the question of 
expenditure with regard to the Geological surveys be not 
considered too much. Geological work could not be carried 
out on the "penny wise pound foolish" basis. He also 
recommended to the Government when framing the estimates 
for the coming year, and while taking into consideration 
the other industries in the State, that greater attention 
should be paid to branches of the Geological scientific 
research work. Cheap power was one of the most essential 
factors in mining. Every effort should be made to provide 
for cheaper power and tracks should be opened up. Tasmania 
did not rely on her local investors but on the man of 
millions. The new Agent General will have an opportunity 
of informing them about the mineral resources of the 
State. 

Mr. A. T. Marshall M.H.A. told the Minister that 
he had been urging to his predecessors the necessity for 
a conference, but they had put it off for some convenient 
season. The express idea to be kept before the conference 
was that the objective was to lay down something to pro­
vide for a deliberate and definite mining policy to be 
pursued over a term of years. The start should be made 
today. Mining legislation was in an unsatisfactory con­
dition. He hoped the practical men would give advice as 
to the carrying out of the Aid to Mining Act. The Mines 
Department said they had to write off £12,000 bad debts 
under that Act, there would probably still be debts, but 
they should not be "bad debts". He thought the present 
Government's predecessors had themselves to blame for 
that. He had learned that under that Act, while there was 
a man of high repute to administer the Act, money had been 
provided but responsibility seemed to be cut off immediate­
ly. There was no check on the expenditure of the money. 
Once the money was granted apparently the Company could 
do anything with it. He was given to understand that the 
Administrator of that Act was never called in to advise 
the Government as to the bona fides of the claim, for 
which the money was asked. If they were going to do that 
they were going to lose money. He hoped they would have 
some suggestions as to the Aid to Mining Act which would 
be advantageous, and he would like to hear the advice of 
the practical men present on the cutting of tracks. Some 
of the tracks on which large sums of money had been expend­
ed were now overgrown and were neither good to God nor man. 
And the question of rewarding the prospector. What chance 
had a prospector? He got nothing out of it. He would 
like to hear what the practical men had to say as to the 
best method of systematically prospecting the country. 
If they were engaged by the Geological Surveys Department 
they would be given certain specific localities to pros­
pect. He also thought an Advisory Committee should be 
appointed. He pointed out that conferences were held in 
connection with various other industries and that mining 
was just as valuable as other industries, and he thought 
a conference should be called every year. 

Mr. C. Curtain urged the claims of the prospectors. 
At one time there were over 1000 men at Long Plains. Pros­
pecting was like looking for a needle in a haystack. He 
knew of one man who had camped 200 yards from the Mount 
Lyell mine for several weeks without finding it. Every 
incentive should be given to prospecting. If the pros­
pector could be paid a stipend, select his area, take his 

: i 

• 



Iii 
-6- I .. ~ () 

party out, and find another Mount Lyell or Mount Bischoff, 
that prospect should belong to him. The old prospectors 
had to go into virgin country, and the money which they 
had produced had opened up the country. He thought that 
the prospectors' interests should be protected. 

Mr. L. E. Chambers stated that something should 
be suggested that would offer a greater inducement to the 
prospector. Under Part 9 of the Mining Act provision was 
made for rewards to prospectors, but the provisions for 
the discoverer of a valuable deposit were very paltry, 
and did not offer any encouragement to them. He would 
like to see a small committee appointed by the conference 
to deal with the matter. He would also suggest the 
Geological plans be made available to mining men. 

The Minister pointed out that under the Aid to 
Mining Act he had power to grant a sustenance allowance 
to prospectors if recommended by the Government Geologist, 
but there was a great difficulty in getting prospectors 
who would face the lack of communication. 

The Hon. A. Lawson considered that the Gold Buyers 
Act, as far as his district was concerned, had been one of 
the biggest knocks the prospector had had. He thought the 
time was ripe when something should be done to allow these 
men to sell their small parcels of gold. With regard to 
tracks it was true that they had become overgrown, and 
in many instances they had been cut at the request of one 
or two persons. 

Mr. Phil Kelly M.H.A. said that the mining industry 
had not had a fair deal from the Government in the past. 
He would liked to have seen the prospectors represented at 
the conference. The war had disorganised the mining 
industry, and he did not think that the Government should 
limit their assistance to mining. Dairying etc. had 
received assistance from the Government. The mining com­
panies had always fought fairly, and much in the interests 
of mining lay to their credit. The Aid to Mining Act was 
mostly treated as a joke, although the officers had always 
been loyal. He referred to the treatment of low grade 
ores on the Zeehan field. There was half a million worth 
of low grade ore which could be treated on that field, and 
he thought the conference might suggest something on that 
pOint. 

Mr. J. Hurst M.H.A. stated that a number of persons 
would have taken up leases held by companies if they had 
been able to get them but because they were being worked 
by tributors the right was not open to them. In other 
cases the men would not take tributes because of the 
excessive royalties demanded by companies. He moved that 

"Tributor's labour should not be counted as 
"part or whole compliance with the labour 
"covenants of a mineral lease". 

Mr. F. N. Stops pointed out that there was a great 
deal to be said in support of Mr. Hurst. It would leave 
the way open for companies to do dead work, and tributors 
could clear good profits by contin~ng. He did not support 
the motion, but on the other hand did not think there should 
be a hard and fast rule. 

Mr. Lindesay Clark stated that in some instances 
the proposed change might operate harshly. 

Mr. O. B. Williams stated that they must go very 
carefully into the matter. A company might work a lode 
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down to a certain point 
mining proposition, bQt 
it on till a favoQrable 

where it woQld not pay as a 
might leave tribQtors to carry 
development arose. 

Mr. E. L. Hall thoQght that if a lessee had land 
worked the Crown got what it sOQght. He thoQght that 
Mr. HQrst meant that a wealthy company shoQld not exact 
too mQch from the working men.. It was of very great 
importance that the land shoQld not lie idle. He thoQght 
that if the Crown were going to protect the working man 
they shoQld do so to the fQll. He did not think that 
this work shoQld affect the conditions Qnder which the 
land was held. 

Mr. J. McDonald pointed OQt that the companies 
COQld nearly always get exemptions from the laboQr 
covenants very easily where a lapse of idle time was 
necessary. It was becaQse tribQtors held the land for 
lazy companies that the Zeehan field had gone back. He 
whole-heartedly sQPported the motion. 

Mr. Williams considered that the motion shoQld 
be amended to give discretion. 

Mr. CQrtain thoQght that it WOQld CQt both ways, 
and in the long rQn WOQld exterminate tribQting. 

Mr. Joseph Miller thoQght that the qQestion of 
tribQte laboQr WOQld interfere very mQch with the invest­
ment of mining in Tasmania, inasmQch as it woQld mean 
insecQrity of title. English investors insisted on 
secQrity of title. 

Mr. Williams amended his motion by saying 

"That the Minister be allowed a discretionary 
"power in dealing with SQch matters" 

Mr. HQrst stated he was willing to add the words 

"for a longer period than three years 
"after the cessation of operations" 

Mr. Marshall thoQght it was a particQlarly 
inopportQne time for the Act to be amended. Mr. Reid was 
now in England seeking the interest of capitalists, and 
the sQggestion made may lead the English investors to think 
that an attack was being aimed at the ·secQri ty of tenQre. 

Mr. T. Shields M.L.C. thoQght that the discretion­
ary power shoQld rest on the Wardens of Mines rather than 
on the Minister. He felt inclined to agree with Mr. 
Marshall. One of the great difficQlties of the mining 
indQstry today was attracting capital, and if they were 
going to attract capital they woQld need to make the 
tenQre of the leases as secQre as possible, and anything 
that created dOQbt woQld tend to keep capital away. He 
did not wish to see a period fixed and he did not wish to 
see the necessary discretion left to the Minister. In some 
instances it was difficQlt to at once comply with the laboQr 
covenants, as capital had to be raised, and he thoQght it 
WOQld be well to give the Warden of Mines a discretion in 
dealing with matters relating to laboQr covenants. 

Mr. Williams then altered his amendment to give 
the discretionary power to the Wardens of Mines. 

Mr. E. Hobbs M.H.A. stated that one Warden in one 
district might take a different view to another one. It 
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would be placing too mQch power in the hands of the Warden. 
He thoQght it would be better to leave well alone for the 
time being. He knew there was a strong opinion that 
COQld be expressed from the miners' point of view. 

Mr. Kelly stated that the Warden of Mines oQght 
to be competent to jQdge the merits of a case after hear­
ing the evidence. 

Mr. Chambers thoQght Mr. Shields' sQggestion was 
a good one as the Warden, Qnder the law, was the person 
to be satisfied. 

The amendment was then carried. 

Mr. O. Hawkins moved 

"That, in the opiniDn of this conference, it 
"is desirable in the interests of mining 
"development in this State that the Government 
"should Qse its best endeavoQrs to proceed 
"expeditioQsly and thoroQghly with the geo­
"logical sQrVey of Tasmania, concentrating 
"for the present in those areas where the 
"sQrvey is most likely to be of assistance 
"to prospectors in the opinion of the 
"geologists". 

Mr. O. Williams seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. J. HQrst moved 

"That no fQrther leases be granted on the 
II osmiridi Qffi field". 

He stated that there were three large leases which were 
blocking the diggers, on one of which no work had been 
done for six years. If those leases were withdrawn it 
would open the way for a hQndred more miners. 

Mr. McIntosh Reid stated he was very mQch inter­
ested in osmiridiQffi. One of the leases Mr. HQrst had 
mentioned yielded £14,000 in a very short time, bQt he 
did not agree that fQrther leases should be granted. In 
the nineteen Mile field and Savage River the osmiridiQffi 
came from an area of aboQt 200 acres, and the same applied 
to the Wilson River. As the osmiridiQffi field was providing 
employment for the men who did not work on wages he would 
not like to see him shoved off the field. 

The motion was then amended to read 

"That no fQrther leases be granted on any 
"field Qntil it is entirely abandoned by 
"the diggers" 

which was carried. 

Mr. McDonald stated that some of the osmiridiQffi 
seekers wanted to be able to register a claim Qnder a 
miners right. At present if a miner left his claim for 
more than 48 hOQrs it was liable to forfeitQre, and it 
took some of them that long to go to the nearest town 
for provisions. 

He moved that 

"the miners shall be entitled to register the 
"block they hold Qnder the miners right with­
"OQt sQrVey". 
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The Minister pointed out that the holder of any 
olaim suoh as those mentioned could protect their blocks 
by paying 2/6 registration fee and the survey fee of 
£4. 4. o. 

Mr. McDonald said the difficulty of identification 
of a claim could be got over by the prospector's peg, and 
in the case of a dispute the land could be surveyed. 

Mr. Insp.ector Vandeau pointed out that Regulation 
17 of the Mining Act provided for what Mr. ~cDonald was 
advocating. He thought the 48 hours should be extended -
he thoQght they were most certainly entitled to it. 

Mr. McDonald then moves that "the time be extended 
to seven days" which was seconded by Mr. Hurst, and carried. 

Mr. McDonald stated that the Agent General thought 
a direct market could be found for the osmiridium as pro­
duced in Tasmania. He thoQght the Government should be 
in a position to handle the osmiridium. He did not think 
the present financial stringency sholud affect the market­
ing Df the osmiridium. Osmiridium was a line on which the 
Government could give some backing. The conditions of 
sale under which the osmiridium was sold under the pDDl 
system did nDt give entirely satisfactDry results, because 
of certain manipulatiDn Dutside Df the pODl. The prDducers 
ShDuld get in direct tDuch with the purchasers, and he 
thDught SDme new effDrt ShDUld be made in that direction. 

The Secretary for Mines described the operations 
of the pool and related the histDry Df its establishment 
and renewal, and explained the trouble that had occurred 
in the past owing to the miners breaking away from the 
pool. 

Mr. Reid stated that the geological survey had 
been trying to market the osmiridium, and had written to 
the geological surveys of all producing countries in order 
to get an idea of the marketing methods of the other 
countries. He could not get anything from America. One 
of the reasons of the low prices reoeived by osmiridium 
miners was the prevalence Df agents and subagents engaged 
in buying it. They all got a gDod bit DUt of it. From 
what he could gather the price should not be less than 
£50 per ounce. He noticed that it had been stated in 
America that the price of imported metal did not go below 
£40 for last year. He thought the Agent General might do 
something in the matter. 

Mr. Hurst stated the diggers had asked him to ask 
the Minister to cable the Agent General and find out the 
actual price wanted for the metal, and how they compared 
with the prices in America. 

Mr. McDonald moved 

"That it be a recommendation to the Government 
"to communicate with the Agent General with a 
"view to putting the producers of osmiridium 
"in more direct touch with the buyers" 

Mr. P. Kelly seconded the motion, and stated that 
the Agent General should be written to and see if he could 
establish a market. He hoped that the Mines Department 
would give immediate attention to the recommendation. 

Mr. Marriott suggested that as the present Agent 
General wDuld be returning to Tasmania shortly via America, 
and therefore he could make enquiries in America as well as 

A 
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in England. There was a great deal of dissatisfaction 
and the miners had a suspicion that they were not getting 
what they were entitled to. 

Mr. McDonald then amended his motion by adding 
the words "Britain and elsewhere", which was then carried. 

Mr. F. N. Stops moved 

"That in the opinion of this conference the 
"Gold Act sho uld be repealed". 

He stated that when the Tasmania mine was working there 
was a strong suspicion that gold was being stolen from 
that mine on a pretty extensive scale - then the Bill had 
been passed, but since it had done nothing to encourage 
gold mining and the conditions were different now. The 
Act imposed a great handicap on prospectors who could not 
dispose of their small parcels of gold except to licensed 
buyers, and then they had to give a lengthy description 
of where it came from. There was not a single lioensed 
gold buyer on the West Coast. The Act was harmful to the 
prospectors. There had only been one prosecution for 
gold stealing since the Act had been in force and that had 
been conducted under the Police Act. 

Mr. Hudson seconded the motion, and stated the 
only way the prospectors could get rid of the gold was 
to have jewellery made out of it. 

Mr. Marriott observed that the reserve at the 
Commonwealth Bank was not as big as it might be, and 
before taking such a drastic measure as repealing the Bill, 
perhaps it would be better to approach the Commonwealth 
Bank with a view to their representatives being authorised 
to buy gold. 

Mr. Curtain stated that the country storekeepers 
should be allowed to buy gold. 

The motion was then carried. 

Mr. L. M. Shoobridge emphasised the near relation­
ship of agriculture and mining. Investors desiring to 
invest money in'mining liked to have the facilities of 
inspecting the various fields. They could not do so on 
the West Coast. The West Coast was often called a 
province of Victoria, and the people there found it 

Jt..v., ~ ~~ --. ~. 
that state of affairs should exist. In order to improve 
the communication between the mineral areas on the West 
Coast and the rest of the State he moved that 

"This Conference urges the Government to con­
"tinue the construction of the road from 
"Queenstown to Lake St. Clair, and thence 
"to Hobart and Deloraine". 

The construction would not offer serious engineering 
difficulties and would benefit both the West Coast and the 
rest of the State. The question had been in the past to 
provide the money, and it was to be regretted that the 
federal grant had not been applied to the road, the estimate 
for which was £70,000. The road would open up a considerable 
area and would be of great advantage to the mining industry. 

Mr. W. E. Shoobridge seconded the motion and showed 
how a tract could be made via Tyenna where no serious 
heights would be encountered, and which would be fine 
country for prospecting. 

• 
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Mr. McDonald thought the motion was out of the 
scope of the conference. The matter was a controversial 
one, and the conference was called to deal with the 
industry as it affected the State as a whole, and he 
thought the question should be left alone. He asked the 
Chairman's ruling as to whether the motion should be 
proceeded with. 

The Chairman (Hon. A. Lawson) thought the motion 
referred to the development of the mining industry. 

Mr. P. Kelly supported the motion as it would be 
of great advantage to prospectors, and offer more encour­
agement to them than in the past. 

Mr. J. Cheek M.L.C. thought the construction of 
the road was rather a question of public policy than of 
mining. He did not think the matter should be discussed 
as it would involve a large expenditure of money. Although 
he appreciated the advantage that the road would be he did 
not think it would ever be reproductive. He thought the 
road should go by Mole creek. 

After further discussion Mr. McDonald moved that 
"the business be gone on with". 

Consideration was then given to the expenditure 
of £10 per acre per annum and £2 per acre per annum for 
mineral leases. 

Mr. McDonald stated that gold holdings were 
infinitely smaller than other mineral holdings. He did 
not favour the charge of rents at all. He favoured the 
total abolition of rents and stated that instead of rents 
there should be a small royalty. He did not think the 
rent system was a fair and equitable way of getting a 
return. They had a royalty system with the forests. He 
desired to move 

"That the system of lease rents be abolished 
"and royal ties be substituted in lieu thereof". 

It was retarding the men in levying rents and the 
lease rents were an unjust charge. They should endeavour 
to avoid them and get a sounder policy. . 

Mr. Lindesay Clark thought the rent system was 
the correct one, and in the case of successful operators, 
they would pay income tax. He hoped things would be left 
as they were. 

Mr. J. H. Levings viewed the motion from the 
speculator's standpoint. The returns were greater from 
mining than from any other industry. He did not think 
Mr. McDonald had been considering the leases in the 
aggregate. If royalties were substituted it would go 
against speculation. 

Mr. W. E. Shoobridge stated that in the timber 
industry royalties had been successful. As the minerals 
were the property of the Crown the Government should get 
something out of it. He was not in sympathy with the 
speculator, and he thought minerals in the ground ought 
to bring some revenue to the Crown. 

Mr. Owen Williams said that royalties would not 
prevent speculators from coming in, but would tend to 

- .......... --------.. ~ • 
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induce legitimate investors from putting capital into 
mining leases. He thought .the matter should stand as it 
was. 

The Minister stated that £12,194,560 at 1% brought 
£11,500, but they were actually getting £11,800, which 
really amounted to the same thing. 

Mr. J. Thompson (A.W.U.) stated that prospectors 
were entitled to protection against wild-cat schemes. 
He thought it advisable that the Government should 
establish roads, food depots and establish a law to pro­
tect the prospectors from wild-cat schemes. He would 
like to see something done for prospecting and advocated 
the royalty system. 

Mr. F. N. Stops thought that royalties would 
encourage the dummying, to an enormous extent. 

Mr. Kelly pointed out that the motion was not 
intended to affect the big companies but the prospector. 
They were asking the Government to give them some guarantee 
that they would be assisted in the event of their bang 
successful. He was concerned with the development of the 
leases, and said that a man could comply with the labor 
covenants but yet not do all that he could. He would 
like to see the resolution carried. A greater measure of 
protection should be offered to those to whom we are 
indebted for the development of the mining industry. 

Mr. McDonald, the mover of the motion, said he 
had submitted the motion in the interests of the present 
holders, and not wholly to afford protection to prospectors 
in the future. He did not want the existing leases inter­
fered with. He wanted to relieve the man who was getting 
nothing at all. He was desirous of assisting the men who 
were on the wrong side of the ledger. There was no~one 
going into mining at the present time. The idea of getting 
some return in the way of royalties must appeal in fairness. 
A man should be allowed to tryout a piece of land and 
afterwards it could be classed. The resolution would give 
those interested in the mining industry food for thought. 

Mr. Shields wanted to know whether the motion 
covered the renewal of leases. 

Mr. McDonald stated that it was really a matter 
of legislation. So far as he was concerned he favoured 
existing contracts being renewed. Those who have present 
holdings have the right of renewal under present contract. 

Mr. Shields stated that of course Parlia:nent could 
break the existing contracts. 

The motion was then carried. 

Inspector Williams (Queenstown) stated that he 
would like to see a sub-committee appointed. He would like 
to refer to the matter of resuscitation of mining and to 
make reference to the motion of Mr. Hawkins and the sugges­
tion of Mr. Chambers with respect to the necessity of 
amending a certain portion of the Act to be of some induce­
ment to prospectors. What they required were new discov­
eries. To assist new discoveries they must have prospectors. 
The prospector, prospecting party or syndicate doing such 
work should be encouraged. One inducement was that the 
Department had a certain amount of money placed aside whereby 
prospectors could be assisted to the extent of £2 per week. 
With the object of being of some benefit to mining he sug-

- - ---- ------ * 



-13-

gested that the ind~cement of £2 per week be extended 
to prospecting syndicates or parties who were prepared 
to combine and do prospecting. He referred to Section 
185 of the Mining Act which offered the ind~cement of 
reward areas, and Section 186 of the Principal Act 
stated that persons discovering new mineral fields may 
receive rewards ranging from £500 to £10,000 b~t one of 
the conditions was that the n~ber of persons affected 
be limited to 500. He wo~d s~gest that the minim~ 
of the reward be increased to £1000 and the n~ber of 
persons be red~ced to 300. He also s~gested that the 
ind~cements to prospectors sho~d be advertised in the 
newspapers. He wo~d also s~gest that Section 192 of 
the Act be reviewed. They had an Advisory Board com­
prising a certain n~ber of persons and he wo~d like 
to see that n~ber added to, and wo~d therefore move 

"That the n~ber constit~ting the mining 
"advisory co~cil be increased, that they 
"meet at reG~ar periods, that they deliberate 
"exha~stively ~pon all matters connected with 
"the mining ind~stry, not only on the explora­
"tion of base metal deposits, b~t ~pon all 
"s~bstances allied with the mining ind~stry, 
"that f~l p~blication be given to their 
"transactions, and that no effort be spared 
"to widely advertise all favo~rable concl~­
"sions ~pon possibilities and prospects as 
"affecting the mining ind~stry". 

Mr. Selby Wilson tho~ght there sho~ld be a Mining 
Advisory Board ~der the Mining Act apart from the State 
Development Advisory Board. He thoaght the present Board 
sho~d be extended. The personnel of the present mining 
branch of the board consisted of Messrs. H. W. Gepp, 
M. Kennedy and himself. 

Mr. Owen Williams seconded the motion, which was 
then carried. 

Mr. Inspector Williams then moved in connection with 
prospecting 

"That after the word 'prospectors' in section 
"9, s~bsection (2), of the Aid to Mining Act 
"1921, the words 'and prospecting syndicates' 
"be added. 

Mr. Lindesay Clark stated that prospecting 
syndicates had already availed themselves of the sMten­
ance amo~t. 

Mr. H~dson did not think that the Act allowed the 
syndicate to be assisted with the s~stenance amo~t. 

Mr. Reid stated that he knew Tasmania from two 
points of view - its geography and geology. He knew 
what the conditions were in the b~sh beca~se he had been 
thro~h the game himself. -He tho~ht that the main set 
back to prospecting was lack of comm~ication. There 
were no means of getting provisions. The osmiridi~ 
diggers had to pay 3d. per lb. for packing. He tho~ht 
the idea of constr~cting tracks was an abs~dity beca~se 
they wo~ld soon be overgrown. He favo~ed the constr~c­
tion of roads. Prospectors wo~d then take advantage 
of the s~stenance allowance if the opport~ity of getting 
to inaccessible parts was made available. 

Mr. C~tain stated that he knew of a n~ber of 

men who wo~ld go o~t prospecting. He knew of fo~r parties 
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who would go out for £2, but who wished to 30 out on 
their own !'Ind hold what they found. 

Inspector Williams stated that if a prospecting 
syndicate was formed and they knew the Government was 
out to assist them they would be out to assist the 
Government. 

The Minister said he did not see any need for 
the motion as they were already allowed £2 per week. 

Mr. F. N. Stopps moved as an amendment 

"That a sub committee of the conference be 
"appointed to go into the question of 
"enco uraging prospecting, incl uding rewards 
"for the discovery of minerals, and report 
"thereon to the Minister. 

Mr. Curtain seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Hudson stated there were only three applica­
tions received last year. They did not get where they 
were required on account of there being no roads. 

Mr. Shields said he supported Mr. William's 
suggesticm. 

Mr. Levings stated that what they were asking 
for had been carried out for years. He knew a party 
that had been sent by steamer to the Pieman and had been 
out for two years with State assistance. They were paid 
i5a month. The discovery would belong to the prospector. 
It did not do to pay the men too high, as they would then 
probably sit in their camps and draw the salary. He could 
any amount of prospectors. 

Mr. Kelly said that he was very surprised to see 
the attitude that the Mines Department took up towards 
prospecting. There was a great difficulty in securing 
good men. The allowances under the Aid to Mining Act were 
inadequate. 

Mr. Cheek thought the matter should be dealt with 
in open conference and opposed the idea of a sub committee 
being formed. He thought Mr. Williams' suggestion was a 
very good one. He hoped the matter would be decided in 
open conference. 

Mr. Hurst pointed out that the allowance of £2 
per week limited the prospectors to single men, as married men 
with families could not live on that amount. 

Capt. 1mrriott thought that in the event of some 
valuable discoveries being made the Government should 
receive some rebate for the advances that they had made. 
That would prevent wildcat schemes. 

The amendment was then withdrawn by Mr. Stops 
and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Inspector Williams then moved 

"That Section 186 of the Principal Act be 
"amended so as to reduce the number of 
"persons mentioned therein to 300 and 
"increase the minimum reward to £1000." 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Owen Williams who 
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thought it was a good idea. 

The Minister stated that the assistance had 
never been granted. 

Mr. J. Thompson thought the Act should apply to 
old abandoned fields as well as new discoveries. 

The motion was then carried. 

Mr. W. H. Reece moved 

"That it be a recommendation to this 
"conference that State mills for the 
"treating of minerals be established 
"in mineral areas that offer prospects 
"for the employment of small syndicates 
"or other co-operative bodies" 

and pointed out that it wauld be the means of employing a 
great number of men. He recognised that if the Government 
established the mills they would have to go very carefully. 
They trusted to the Ministers in power dealing with these 
matters to see the Government was not taken down. The 
thing would be done on a legitimate basis. They should 
have state mills to develop the mining fields. 

Mr. McDonald seconded the motion. He said 
they were not asking the Government to build mills here 
and there on the off-chance of a mine being found. The 
Victorian Government had acted on the lines of the motion 
and had established one of the best batteries available, 
and they were now making tests with same, which proved 
very satisfactory. In Tasmania there were many abandoned 
shows. There was a good battery at Lynchwood, and he 
thought the owner should be sought out. It would be better 
for the Government to take it over than to let it rust. 
He thought the motion should be carried. 

Mr. Hudson said he was in Western Australia when 
the scheme was put into operation there, but it proved to 
be very costly. He thought that instead of state batteries 
the state should assist persons to place their own mills on 
their properties. The cost to the producer was very high. 

Mr. Hurst stated he had had some experience in 
Western Australia as well, and he was prepared to endorse 
Mr. Hudson's remarks. If it were not for one battery there 
two or three shows would not now be working. A caretaker 
was placed there, and the miners supplied the labour. 

Mr. McIntosh Reid had also had experience in 
Western Australia, and stated that the batteries were very 
helpful to mining. They were used by the Government in the 
Transvaal. A district would have to be thoroughly investi­
gated and approved before a State battery could be recom­
mended. 

Mr. C. W. Grant M.H.A. raised the financial side 
of the question. The experi.ence of Tasmania in regard to 
the mine at Beaconsfield and Zeehan did not make one hopeful 
of the financial result if it was run by the Government. 
He largely agreed with Mr. Hudson's remarks, and favoured 
the lending of money for the miners to start their own 
mills. 

Mr. Owen Williams supported Mr. Hudson. If the 
Government were going to spend money they should help pros-

pecting and conduct a geological survey. He thought the 
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financial side of the Question should be gone into. 

Mr. A. IV. Hutchin stated they did not have any 
figures of cost before them at all. It would do to have 
a little more information on the subject. 

The Minister thought the matter should be 
referred to the mining sub-committee for their investi­
gation. 

Mr. LevinGS stated that when aid for develop­
mental work was received from the Government the Government 
reQuired a Bill of Sale over the property, and that deterred 
the men. 

Mr. C. Culley M.H.A. said he was rather inclined 
to favour Mr. Reece's motion. He thought consideration 
should be given to the establishment of state batteries. 
He had a very high opinion of the Lefroy field, but he did 
not think it had been prospected thoroughly. Men had gone 
away for a couple of years to earn some money to return 
and resume. He thought a battery should be provided on 
the Lefroy field. There was something payable there he 
was sure if only the men were given the opportunity. He 
hoped the motion would be carried. 

Mr. Marriott supported the suggestion that it 
should be referred to the Advisory Committee. If a state 
battery were established the Government would have reQuests 
to set up state creameries etc. He did not think the 
Government would be justified in considering the expenditure. 

Hon. F.B. Edwards thought that if the motion 
moved went to Parliament as a recommendation of the confer­
ence they should not consider the financial aspect of the 
matter. He favoured referring it to the Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Marriott moved as an amendment 

"That the matter be referred to the mining 
"section of the Advisory Board". 

Mr. Becker seconded the amendment, and stated 
that in the past he had been a strong advocate for the 
establishment of batteries. He thought there should be 
one in the Gladstone distriot. An enQuiry should be made 
into the matter and report made to the Government. He 
thought the mining industry should be revived. The ear­
marking of all revenue derived from the mining industry 
would help in that direotion. He would like to hear the 
views of the mining men on the Question of earmarking the 
revenue derived from mining for the purposes of assisting the 
prospectors. He would support the amendment moved by Capt. 
Marriott. 

The amendment was then carried. 

Mr. L. E. Chambers referred to Sections 186 and 
192 of the Mining Act. Section 192 dealt with the reward 
to a bona fide prospector for the discovery of a new 
deposit, and which was limited to £100 •. He thought the 
amount was too small and moved 

"That the maximum reward for a valuable 
"mineral deposit shall not exceed £500". 

Mr. Vandeau seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried. 
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Mr. Chambers stated under Section 87 of the 
Mining Act a lessee was entitled to renew his lease under 
certain conditions, by applying within three months of 
the expiration of his lease or one month after, to renew 
his lease, and Section 133 gave any holder of an easement 
a similar privilege. In order to encourage the honest 
and deserving investors and to give something approaching 
security of tenure to people on the other side of the 
world he moved that the abovementioned section be amended 
in the following direction 

"That in the event of the leasees or 
"licencees having failed within one 
"month after the expiration of their 
"original leases to have applied for 
"renewals they shall be deemed to have 
"done so". 

Mr. J. C. MacMichael seconded the motion. 

Mr. McDonald appreciated the intention of the 
mover, bQt it did not seem to meet the reqQ1rements. Be 
thoQght the period shoQld be six or twelve months. 

The Minister suggest.ed that the qQestion might 
be left over for more mature deliberation. 

amendment 
After discQssion Mr. Chambers moved as an 

"That Conference affirms the desirability 
"of amending two sections of the Act to 
"provide that .in a case of hardship the 
"Minister may extend the time within which 
"the application shoQld be made and in the 
"meantime the individual does not lose his 
"right or another company take priority. 

The motion was carried. 

Inspector Williams moved 

"That every PQblicity be given to prospecting 
"by notices in newspapers etc. 

The motion was carried. 

Inspector BQdson moved 

"That this Conference recommends to the 
"Government the advisability of constrQcting 
"roads and tracks in areas recommended by 
"the geological sQrVey, with a view to 
"opening QP and prospecting country". 

and stated that the constrQction woQld allow the men to 
get into Qnknown country and woQld also allow the geo­
logical sQrVey officers to get into a large amount of 
country. Be thoQght £2000 a year spent in that direction 
woQld be a good thing. 

Mr. McIntosh Reid seconded the pOtion. He 
thought that subSidiary tracks were absolQtely essential. 
He stated that the work carried on some two years ago was 
laid OQt with the idea that the traoks woQld Qltimately 
become permanent ways. Mr. HQdson thoQght as well that 
tracks shoQld be laid OQt with some definite design and 
which woQld serve the district to the best advantage. 

The motion was then carried. 
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Mr. W. E. Shoobridge moved 

"fhat as cheap power is an important 
"faotor in mining this conference req~ests 
"the Government to consider the passing of 
"a Water Act, and appoint a commission to 
"administer it, so that o~ water s~pplies 
"saT be p~t to the f~lest ~se for all 
"p~poses, and so lessen the cost" 

and stated that the s~pplie8 were so great that they 
could go in for big conservations cheaply. There would 
be a great saving of labo~. 

Hon. P. B. Edwards seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Selby Wilson had a motion which had an 
important bearing on mining and that was the sec~ity 
of ten~e in regard to forfeit~e, and moved 

"That it be a recommendation to this 
"conference that the Mining Act 1917 
"be amended so as to give greater 
"sec~ity of ten~e than obtains at 
"present, that s~ch amendment be framed 
"to repeal the provisions of the Aot in 
"respeot of application for forfeiture of 
"mining leases by 8.DJ' person, leavimg the 
·ona. of proving non-oomp1iance of the 
·covenants and the cancelling of a lease 
"with the Orown, b~t giving the lessee 
"the right of appealing to the S~preme 
"Ooart against s~ch decision by the 
"Orown·. 

Mr. Becker seconded the motion and stated that 
they had to~ched on a matter to which he had given a lot 
of tho~t. If it was laid down by law that a man who 
leased land and had to comply with labor covenants the 
Orown should see that he did so. Witho~t the provision 
it was possible for a man to hold a section for a n~ber 
of Tears and do nothing ~ess somebodT wanted it. He 
tho~t it perfectlT right that a man who makes application 
should have prioritT in seouring it. The person sec~ing 
the land should give a gaarantee that he is going to 
complT with the conditions. He tho~t the legislation 
should be amended in that direction. 

Mr. Stops said the q~estion was of great 
importance. The q~estion was whether the motion would 
improve matters. !here was no reason for a lease to be 
forfeited if the lessee had a fair reason for not complT­
ing with the lease. Personally he had never ref~8ed an 
application for exemption if the lessee had 8.DJ' reasonable 
excase. Hia objection to the motion was that it would 
throw the door open to political inflnence, and the 
Ministers wo~d not like that. As the law stood now he 
thought there was ample sec~ity of tenure. If an 
application for forfeiture was s~ccessful and obtained 
a lease of a propertT he had to enter into a bond for a 
Tear. He tho~t Oonference should consider the matter 
verT caref~lT before recommending any change in the 
existing law. 

Oapt. Marriott thought that the bona fide 
leaseholder was amply protected at the present time. He 
understood that the bona fide leaseholder had ample 

• 
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sec~ity of ten~e as the law stood at present and it 
would be o~t of place to juggle with it. 

Mr. Chamber. stated that the mover had not 
s~pported hi. motion with facts. The legislation had 
operated sQooessfQl1y for a nwaber of years. The 
conference knew that the applications had to be dealt 
with by the Warden of Mines in open co~t, on notice 
to the lessee etc. They could not ask a Judge of the 
Supreme Co~t to decide on a question of fact, as he 
would submit the qu.stion to somaon. else for report 
to him on the II&tter. !he cost would also be much 
greater. The Wardens deal with the applications in a 
summary way and make their recommendations to the 
Mining Board. He did not favour the proposed change. 

Mr. P. Kelly realised the effect the resol~tion 
would have. He tho~ght the trouble lay with the Mines 
D.partment in being too lax in not forcing thell to comply 
with the covell&l1ts. He did not think it was the function 
of the Mining Board to see that the coveaants were 
cOllp1ied .with. It was pretty dangerous ground to tread 
on. The Minister should see that the promises that were 
made were kept. He tho~ht the fault lay with the )[ines 
Departllent. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Chambers moved 

"That in liell of the existing provisioll!. in 
nth. Mining ~ot that a les.e. shall enter 
"into a reaoenisanoe for the fulfilment of 
"the conditions of the lease for a period 
"of twelve months, the period be three 
"years". 

Mr. Stops seconded the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Owen Williams moved 

"That it is a recolllllendation of this 
"conferenoe that a clause be inserted 
"ill!. the Regulations ander the Mines and 
"Works Regulations ~ct 1915 to the effect 
"that all Mine Managers managing mines 
"employing more than twenty mell!. should 
"hold a Mine Manager's Certificate granted 
"by this State or &lily other State, or by 
"another country whose certificate is 
"recognised." 

In the first instance, Mr. Williams stated, it 
would raise the status of the indu.,try in Tasmania, and 
would in sOlie respects safeguard t»8 company in that the 
man who held the Government certificate would have a good 
knowledge of the b~siness. It would be a safeguard to the 
public, and oonsequent1y a safety to the men he has under 
hill charge. 

The Minister pOinted o~t that the motion was 
law in the other .tates. !he p~port of the lIlotion was 
contained in a Bill submitted by Sir Elliott Lewis but 
was defeated. 

Mr. Levings seconded the motion which he thought 

.. 



f 
! 

-20-

would aot inflict hardship if PQt into operation right 
away. The QQeenstown School of Mines had cost the State 
thoQsands of pOQnds, and the men it had trained had 
eventually gone OQt of the State. 

Mr. Reece moved as an amendment 

"That the figQres "20" be deleted and that 
"the words "all mining managers" be sllb­
"stitllted, and also that it inclllde u.nder­
"groQnd managers and QndergroQnd foremen 
"or any other person in charge of men". 

If they wers'going to do anything to protect the men 
they should "go the whole hog". He said it was not 
right for some man who had charge of men withollt some 
gu.arantee that their lives would be protected. 

Mr. McDonald seconded the amendment. He thou.ght 
the motion did not go far enou.gh. In big mines direct 
Sllpervision fell on men and not on the mine managers. 
There was ons portion 0 f the amendment he did not qlli te 
agree with, and that was that every mine manager should 
have a certificate, as there were some small shows with 
comparatively few men employed and who would be safe 
Qnder the charge of experienoed miners. It was essential 
from a national point of view that the lives of the men 
and their health should be amply protected. 

Mr. Inspector Hlldson thought that it wou.ld be 
best for Mr. Williama to amend his motion by making the 
existing legislation regarding the provision of a 
oertifioated manager for a ooal mine applicable to all 
mines. They had to look after the small mines. 

Mr. W. T. Corby wanted to know whether the aot 
gave a gu.arantee that the foreman was a oompetent man. 

Mr. Levings stated that the responsibility was 
still with the managsr. 

Mr. Corby stated he knew of incompetent men 
being given dangerolls work. He wanted a gu.arantee that 
the man who is responsible is capable. The amendment 
did not provide for that. 

Mr. Reeoe stated that the amendmnt provided 
for u.ndergroQnd managers, foremen, and all men in charge 
of mines. 

Mr. Owen Williams stated that in some respects 
he was in favou.r of Mr. Reece's argument. The difficulty 
might be got over by grade certificates. He pointed Ollt 
that many oompetent mining men oould not pass a written 
examination - they cOllld not express themselves on paper. 

Mr. J. B. Scott su.ggested a servioe oertificate. 

Mr. Inspeotor VandeaQ also stated that some of 
the most oompetent of men could not pass a written 
examination, bu.t pass an oral one. 

Mr. Williams amended his motion to delete the 
word "twenty" and leave the issu.ing of a permit to the 
disoretion of the Inspector of Mines or the Minister. 

The motion as altered was oarried. 
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Mr. J. B. Scott moved that 

"The Minister have the power to grant to 
"the holder of a prospector's licence a 
"permit to sell any ore obtained in 
"developing the ore-body on the prospect­
fling claim." 

as the holders of prospectors' licences at the present 
time could not sell ore. 

carried. 
Mr. Curtain seconded the motion which was 

Mr. P. B. Nye moved 

"That the companies at present engaged in 
"the mining and treatment of metallic and 
"non-metallic minerals be urged to produce, 
"whenever economically possible, every 
"marketable product contained in, and also 
"any by-products obtainable from the raw 
"material" • 

Mr. Reid seconded the motion and stated that 
many of the largest ore bodies would not pay for the 
production of one element. The by-products from the 
mines were most important. The Renison Bell was closed 
because the tin contents were too low. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. F. N. Stops thought the area of the pros­
pecting claims should be increased. At present the areas 
were 20 acres for gold, 100 acres for coal and shale, and 
40 acres for other minerals. He thought the area might 
be extended, but not far enough to encourage dummying. 
He desired to move 

"That Regulation 3 under "The Mining Aot 1917" 
"be amended to inorease the area of prospecting 
"olaims to 40 acres for gold, minerals or coal 
"if within five miles of a mine working and in 
"other cases to 100 acres for gold or minerals 
"and l60acres for ooal, shale, slate, free­
"stone or limestone, for a limited period". 

Mr. Inspeotor Vandeau seconded the motion. 

Mr. McDonald stated that he did not see any 
reason why the area shGuld be extended, and if each 
prospector was allowe4'.1io .take up 100 acres there would 
not be enough country if a number of prospectors were in 
a certain area. The law as it stood, he thought, met the 
requirements. 

The motion was then carried. 

Mr. P. B. Nye moved 

"That the advantages of using Tasmanian coal 
"in the pulverised form be brought before the 
"coal-using industries and. that the Railway 
"Department be urged to test the pulverised 
"coal on one of their locomotives". 
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Mr. Reid seconded the motion. The coal on the 
East Coast was non-explosive, which made it particularly 
good for Ilse in pulverised fOrlllT If the Tasmanian 
locomotives had Ilsed sllch coal there would have been no 
necessity for the ash handling plant. In Victoria the 
chief commissioner had converted one of the locomotives 
into bllrner of powdered coal, and the result was very 
satisfactory. 

Mr. W. E. Shoobridge stated he had seen pulverised 
coal at work on locomotives. There was no dOllbt that there 
was considerable saving, and he had every confidence in 
recommending it as a great saving. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. McDonald moved 

"That in the opinion of this conference the 
"Mining Act should be amended to reinstate 
"the provisions permi tUng prospectors or 
"others to operate on the sllrface of land 
"held by other lessees provided sllch 
"operation shall not be to deal with mineral 
"or metal for which sllch lease is held, and 
"provided also that sllch operation shall not 
"interfere with any working of the lessee". 

Mr. Chambers stated that what Mr. McDonald 
reqllired was already law tlnder Part 81 of the Act, which 
provided that allthority could be given tlnder the provisions 
of the above Part to mine or to enter Ilpon tlnder permit 
and prospect private land. Private land meant any land 
not being Crown Land. 

The Minister then promised that he would go 
into the matter with Mr. Chambers, and tlnder that assllr­
ance the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Owen Williams stated that it was hard to 
get hold of the Regulations, pllblished at the time, tlnder 
the Inspection of Machinery Act. He thollght a new Act 
and ita amendments should be pllblished. 

The Minister stated that they cOllld be obtained 
at a small cost on application to the Secretary for Mines. 

Mr. Phil Kelly moved 

"That in the opinion of this conference it 
"wollld be in the interests of the mining 
"indllBtry that a Director of Geological 
"SllrVey should be appointed" 

and stated that tlntil recently there had been a Director 
in Tasmania •. There had been three or fOIlr Ministers of 
Mines within a few months. He thollght there shollld be 
someone to fill the place vacated by Dr. Loftlls Hills. 
It was absollltely necessary to have a practical man at 
the head of affairs. 

Mr. Culley seconded the motion. 

Mr. Nye asked whether Mr. Kelly meant that 
another member of the staff was needed, with Mr. Reid at 
the head. 

Mr. O. W. Hawkins stated that his previolls 
motion, he thotlght, covered the matter. 

... 
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The Minister promised to look into the matter 
and confer with his officers thereon. 

Mr. J. H. Levings drew attention to letter in 
the Examiner of that date (5/6/24) relating to the 
shortage of engine drivers. 

The Minister read the letter to the conference. 

Mr. Corby stated that there was no scarcity of 
engine drivers in the indQstry. He woQld say that 
definitely. Winding drivers would not work on the West 
Coast becaQSe of insQfficient monetary indQcement. A 
few winding drivers had left the State for the mainland. 
They COQld get 5 or 10/- more.at Newcastle. If, as 
stated, there was a scarcity the responsibility was on 
the mine managers, who were not making honest efforts 
to train more men. They coQld not expect the association 
to train them. The regulations governing electricity 
provided that a man mQst have training to drive an 
electric winding engine. A steam driver might not be 
able to handle an electric plant. The managers shoQld 
give more indQcement if they wanted the men. The men 
had a right to act as individQals, and could say they 
woQld not drive winding engines at the wages offering. 
He had tried to get the men to take the jobs by saying 
it woQld be alright in the fQtQre, bQt they would not. 
One man stated that he woQld get better pay at the gas 
works. 

Mr. HQtchins sQPported Mr. Corby's remarks 
and stated in the last two or three years he had seen 
50 engine drivers in town. 

Mr. Levings stated that Mr. Corby was not 
right in saying that the mine managers did not encoQrage 
the men. They were using electric drivers bQt the chief 
inspector of Machinery was Qnable to get him an electrical 
man to take over an electric winch. 

Mr. Corby stated that a steam winding engineer 
at present was a competent electrical man as well, because 
he must have a knowledge of electrical engines. He woQld 
not agree to any amendment in that direction, because the 
risk to the mens lives was too great. 

Mr. Reece moved 

"That this conference recommends that 
"the Mining Act appertaining to water 
"rights be amended to prevent any person 
"or persons holding water rights for 
"the pQrpose of selling water" 

and stated that it had been done to the detriment of 
mining. 

The Minister Qndertook to look into the matter. 

Mr. Chambers referred to the Geological SQrvey 
making plans available to the mining men, but said he 
thought it woQld be expensive. As the work of the 
geologists was valuable the plans should be made accessible. 

The Minister Qndertook to look into the matter. 

Mr. CQrtain stated that a bulletin QSed to be 
issued every three months. 
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In closing the IlINISTER FOR MINES thanked the 
delegates, and particularly the mine managers, and the 
representatives of the employees, for having attended 
at considerable inconvenience and expense to themselves, 
and for having given the conference the best information 
and advice possible. They had discussed the various 
matters amicably, and had attempted to place valuable 
information before the members of both Houses of Parlia­
ment. Thel had all learned a great deal in the last 
two days and were going away wiser than when they came. 
As to the expenses he had been in a position to do 
nothing beyond defraying their travelling expenses. 
Some great suggestions had been brought forward, they 
would not be pigeon-holed but considered by the 
Advisory Committee of the Board, and if possible legis­
lation would follow. He hoped that another gathering 
such as this would be convened next year. Mr. Clark 
thanked the Minister for the latitude which he had shown 
to the delegates, and the conference then dispersed. 
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