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PRELIMINARY REPORt Olf ICOSMIJJSKl MINE - DU1!DAS 

fh1. report deal. in briet with the res~ts ot 
ob.erYat10ns during a vieit ot-in.peot10n on the 10th 
.To.tftJ.e 1nformation obtained maT be regarded as 
supple .. ntarT to that appearing 1n Bulletin No. 36. 

the ore-bodies on the Iosminski property were 
disoov.red and tirst exPlored in the earlT nineties during 
the b~ period at the Dundas Field. Sinoe then the 
properties have been held under lease a number of times 
and attempts haYe been made, with little sucoess, to 
mine and oonoentrate the ores on a oommeroial soale. 

Until reoent time the mixed zino and lead sulphides 
were diftioult of separation. The penalty imposed tor 
the zino impurity reduoed the lead ore below the oritioal 
value, therefore, the richest shoots of galena only 
were removed. Today the conditions are quite difterent: 
the ~ed oonoentrate t1ndb a ready market, and the 
separation ot the two mineralb by ditterential tlotation 
is now not a diffioult operation. 

Area. Situation eto. 

This is a 74 acre seotion now held under lease. 
The property lies between the Great South Comat Mine 
and milling plant, and is oonveniently situated as 
regards aooess. 

Nature of the Ore Bodie! 

Two lodes - one known a8 the East and the other the 
West !:!ave been opened at a number of point. 011 the property, 
both ooursing N. 35 degrees W. and dipping S.W. at 65 
degrees. their most southern exposures are at the bank 
at the oreek oloseto the Great South Comet workings. 
Prom the oreek, whioh occupies a fault plane, the lodes 
have been traoed about 20 ohains in a northerly direotion. 
Along their oourses they pinoh and swell, as they do 
along their dips, and the shoots of workable are are short. 
The lode material oonsists of ;alena, sphalerite, quartz, 
siderite, pyrite, and a little ohaloopyrite, and in 
every essential, similar to the ore ot the Great South 
Co.et Mine. In one of the adits out in Western lode the 
rare mineral hudsoolite (sulphide of lead and zino) 
forms a large proportion of the lode. This mineral 
is not likely to prove persistent. Siderite, quartz, and 
dole.i~e are ~he matrioes ot the ores. Both galena and 
sphalerite are ooarsely orystalline, and not generally 
int1oate19 assooiated. The lodes are oonta1ned in soft 
grey and blaok (graphite) slate~, bearing 10 degrees and 
dipp1ng westerly at high angles. 

D,nlop.ep.t 

~ear the 8o~th boundarT the western lode has been 
opensd at three levels in adita 40 to 50 feet apart, 
No. 3 or low-level adit is a little above Creek level, 
and abo~t 300 teet in length. At the entrance the lode 
materials are poor, bQt aa the adiladvanoea the quality 
impr9res, and some h1ib cra4e lead-a1no sulphide are 
appeiu-s. Rioh shoots'are short, narrow and e~t1o. 
Near the end of the ad1t the lode 18 laterally displaoed, 
and 1ts tau.lted pos1t1oll is not known. At the mouth at 
the adit is a large heap ot galena-sphalerite ore ot high 
m1lling grade. 
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Bo. 2 level adits expose an ore body 
oonsistlng at 12 inches ot sphalerlte and h~dsoolite 
on the tootwall, eight teet of dolomite and three 
teet at galena - sphalerite ore on the hanging-wall 
slde. This body is exposed 100 feet in length with 
eqwally rioh are in the end of the adlt where quarts 
and manganosiderite atgddtd with-pyrite is prominent. 
fa_ee were known as Xeogh's workings and tro~ these 
were taken the bulk ot the ore trained to market. 
The adit on the galeaa-apbalerlte shoot is oaved at 
entranoe and No. 1 adit level exposes an 18 inoh band 
of sinc-lead ore and quarts in two distinot bands. 
The hanging-wall is of graph! tio slate and the tootwall 
is at quartz resting on grey slate. The quality ot 
the higher grade ore tram these workings is indioated 
in the following analysisl-

Lead •••••••• 55.2 per oent 
Zino •••••••. 13.18 per oant 
Silver •••••• 24 ownoes; 16 d.t. per ton. 

Western lode is exposed again in a trenoh and short 
(27 ft.) adit near the northeznbowndary of the property. 
The lode here is about 8 inohes wide and oonsists ot 
ooarsely orystalline galena, sphalerite, and siderite 
intimatelY assooiatsd. These workings were originally 
known as lIThe Sudden Jerk." 

Between the northern and southern workings the 
ors body has not been traoed. 

Eastern lode lies about 300 teet away and is 
nearly parallel to the western lode. 

It is exposed at the north end in a short 
adlt just below the summit of the hill, where it ls 
seen that the ore oonsists essentially of galena 
and aphaleri te sill11ar in all respeots to that at 
the western lode. Another shOrt adit a little lower 
down the hillside exposes a 3-foot body of siderite 
with a little galena and sphalerite. JQrther so~th 
the ore-body is well exposed in a long adit where it 
oonsists of zino-lead ore of high milling grade. A 
lower adit exposes 2-feet of zino-lead ore of equal 
qllal1ty. At the southern bowndary of the property in 
outting of a tramway leading from the Great South Comet 
lowost adit to the loading bins, an ill-defined body of 
zino-lead are is exposed. This may prove to b. the 
eastern lode, and if eo, it is identioal with the main 
ore body of the Great So~th Oomet Mine. 

general R'MR' 
'rom the foraoing it will be seen that on 

this propertj two extensive bodies of sino-lead are of 
syerage grade have been explored. The true val~e of 
the are at the paints where it is unoovered oould not 
be determined in the time at the disposal of t~~ writer. 
b~t the indioations are slioh ae to lend enoouragement 
to further development. The prospeots warrant the 
expenditure of a moderate sum in this work. 

The ora bodies are eo plaoed as to allow of 
their exploration 'by meana ot adits. In this work, 
ore will be broken, therefor~ the oost will be reduoed 
by the amount of the val~e of the ore. 
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* 
Paoili ths for the transport and the milling 

and oonoentrat1on ot the ore are alreadr provided br 
the Great South Oomet Oompany theretore the onlr 
neo ••• ary outlay tor 8ining need be provided tor 
the development ot the lode. on the Koaminak1 property. 
Satistactory arrangements oan be made with the Great 
South Comet Co. tor the ha~ageftreatment, and 
marketing of the oonoentrated ores. 

!he ewe ot £2000 ehOQld be eU£tioient to 
develop the prope.ty and allow ot prot1table production. 
It the develop.ent works to be undertaken expose ore 
ot equal quality to that showing in the adits, success 
sho~d be the Otltcome. 

Mines Department, 
HOBAR;. 22/7/26 

DIRECTOR OF MINES 

cPIccr-edjecJ c-Vv/Ao/ 
eV ,yf/ ~/O< . 

. 


