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The following brief report is the reeul t of a 
very ehort visit of inspeotion. It is, therefore, 
inoomplete and inconclusive. However, suffioient 
information was obtained to for.m a general impression 
of the value of the deposit and the prospects of its 
improvement along the strike and dip. 

The earliest exploratory work: on this property 
was perfor.med prior to 1 ts acquis1 tion by Blyth' s 
Freehold Gold Mining Comp~ in 1880. At that time the 
Taamania Gold Mine had become well developed and large 
profits were being made from theoperat1ons of the 
Company. Attention was directed also to neighbouring 
properties, one of the most favoured being Blyth's 
Freehold. 

Deyelopments 

The Directors of Blyth's Freehold Gold Mining 
Company reported at their June meeting 1881 that operations 
has been confined to the prospecting shaft. Using their 
words "at 100 feet depth a trial cruehing of stone from 
a well-formed leader yielded gold in the proportion of 
2 dwt. per ton only. It was then decided to explore the 
country by driving north and south from the shaft. In 
the northern drive at 20 feet from the shaft a gold-bearing 
leader was intersected and at 40 fee.t a reef 2 feet 6 inches 
wide was exposed. Seven tons of stone from the leader 
yielded 3 ounces 17 dwts. of gold or in the proportion of 
1 ounce 11 dwts. per tOil, At that tiluDe the main shaft was 
190 feet in depth and it was expected that the lode would 
be cut at 60 feet from the shaft". 

From the Mine Manager's progress reports issued 
at inteL~ls between 4~h December, 1880 and 4th October, 
1882 it was gathered that development work was continued with-
out interruption. The reports, however are difficnut to 

follow. It appears that the north drive which is on the 
course of a shear lode was driven over 100 feet and that 
a number of east bearing lodes wsre intersected. The report 
of the Manager on the 2nd April, 1881 states that a reef 
2 feet wide containing gold was cut and that a start had 
been made to drive east and west along its course. Later 
reports are confusing as no information is given as to the 
particular part of the mine referred to and the remarks are 
indefinite and non-committal. In effect, the reports do 
not convey a clear 1dea of the nature, extent or the value 
of the several leaders and reefs that were discovered in 
these workings. 

As the north and south drives from the 100 foot 
level of the prospeoting shaft have been filled with 
mullock it was not possible to decipher the confusing 
information or confirm the veracity of the statements 
appearing in the reports. 

The following 1s an account of the results of 
observation mude during ~he recent visit:-
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ProSpegting Sheft (6 feet bY 3 teet) 

The levels at 45 teet and 80 feet from surfaoe 
were not exemined. At 100 foot level the south drive is 
clos.d, the north drive (Nt 10E is open to 12 feet whence 
a stope of the rise of a shear lode has been carried up 20 
feet in a direotion N 63 'II. This sh.ar lode is very thin 
(2 to 6 inobes) and oompletely intersects the strata 
(sandstones and slates) which course N 53 w. The quartz 
ot this lode contains a fair proportion of gold in plaoes 
and rests in a sharply defined footwall of which the angle 
ot dip is about 20 deGrees. .. Samples of the material 
(quartzite and silioified sandstone) contained traoes 
only of' gold. This s"ear lode is cut in a winze sunk from 
the end of a drive bearing S 53 degreos E from the shaft 
and 45 feet distant. There the shear vein is very thin 
and rests on quartzite. The winze was oontinued to a depth 
of 47 feet on veinlets of quartz oontaining g little gold. 
~ of the so-called leaders bearing N. 53 W are '.~ry 
irregular splitting and coalesoing in conformity with the 
bedding of the strata. It is evident from the early reports 
that the so-oalled reefs are bodies parallel to these and 
that they are not oontinuous long distances. In plaoes 
the blaok and grey slate beds are compressed into sharp 
folds and puokered. Along these beds the veins and 
veinlets of gold-bearing cellular quartz are most prominent. 
(It appears that the important easterly trending veins 
were disappointing otherwise the north drive would not 
have been filled with mullock. This material should be 
removed to allow of examina~on). The bedded veins 
exposed to view now, dip in a north eastern direction at 
angles 60 to 70 degrees, yet the veins cut further northward 
(according to the Mine reports)dip south. 

No opinion can be expressed until the northern 
veins have been unearthed and examined. 

Main Shaft lies 120 feet from the prospecting 
shaft on a bearing S 630 E. It is 190 feet deep and is now 
inaccessible owing to the collapse of the timbers in the 
upper part. The shear lode should·have been cut at 170 
feet or thereabouts. As no mention of its intersection 
appears in .~ of the old reports it is evident that the 
vein is very narrow there. An exam1 Dn tion of the materials 
on the dump reveals slates and sandstones and hard black 
: uar1i l'!;i. te and conelomerate (cabbage tree atone) flecked 
with, pyrite. The black stain is due largely to the 
ox~dationof pyrite and in small part to manganese oxide. 
At 190 fee .. , wateI'-level was reached, the increase at 
that depth being of marked prominence. 

The direction of the drive fro~ the 190 feet 
level (not mentioned in the reports of the Manager) is 
presumably westward. l!'rom the shaft it was expected to 
cut the most important vein at 60 feet, but the records 
do not contain further reference to this work. 

Congluding RftWfirk§ 

From the foregoing briet account it is deduced 
that the results of the work were generally unsatisfactory. 
If it were not so, the Comp~ would have reconstructed, 
when the funds were approaching exhaustion with the object 
of continuing development. As matters stand here are 
partly developed veins in a heavily mineralised belt lying 
nearly parallel to that of the Tasmania series, the extent 
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of whioh has not been proved. It is probable that the 
shear lode is in reality a OroS8 oourse and that the 
raore important eastward trending veins lie to the south 
of the shai't. 

It is recommended that the north drive be 
oleared of mullook in order to permit an examin.ation ot 
the veins in that direction. It the prospeots are not 
attraotive there then the south oross-out should be ' 
oleared and extended along the oourse of the shear lode 
or oross-oourse. 

The results of the investigation show that 
operations from main shaft at this stage ot development 
would be hazardous and oostly. Moreover, nothing is to 
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be gained by sinking the winze. It is probable that the 
shear lode or oross-course has faulted all the east trending 
veins, in whioh event exploration southward is worthy ot 
consideration, Any other work is unwarranted. 

A. McIntosh ReMA 
DIRECTOR OF ES. 

Hobart, 
19th May, 1926. 


