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REPORT 01 

TlfI pmHQPME!!T or Til! MIDNO INDUSTRX 

IntrgductiOQ 

As is sbown Oy tbe Minis.erial Statement 
of tbe Minister for Mines, 192, (copy of wbicb is 
attacbed) tbe mining industry ot tbe state is reviving 
and expanding. tbe annual output of minerals and 
mineral products is steadily increasing, and eacb 
annual increase exceeds tbat ot the tormer year. This 
is due cbieflY to the exploitation of deposits such as 
tbe Read - Roseberry, Zinc-lead silver ore, and the 
cement materials of Maria Island wbich were not previouslY 
used, or to a limited extent only. Numerous oilher projects 
are also being undertaken such aSI-

1) Mining and treatment ot OS'll1ridium bearing 
serpentine at Bald Hill. 

2) Opening up of the South Comet Mine. 

3) Formation of companies to manufacture cement 
at Flowery Gully and also at Devonport. 

Two discoveries of new osmiridium fields bave 
been made recently. The most important is tbat of Adams 
River trom wbich oam1ridium ot a value over £100,000 bas 
already been sold. These discoveries bave brought about 
an increased activity in prospecting especially in 
Southern Tasmania. 

It is evident theretore tbat trom every point 
ot view the present is the time tor an active progressive 
policy with regard to the Mining Industry. 

Pha ••• ot tho Mining Indultrx 

The Mining Industry of the country depends 
uponl-

1) The continued exploitation ot the mineral 
deposits wbich are already being worked. 

Ibis constitutes the actual mining industry 
existing at any partioular period. Such exploitation 
depends upon the quantity and quality of the material 
in any particular product. The market value of the 
prod~ct. etficiency of management etc, 

2) The initiation of exploitation ot known 
minerals ot commercial value. 

It is tbis pbase tbat acts as a feeder to the 
existing Mining Industry and renders it a progressive 
one and thus is of great importance. Mineral depoSits 
though atter containing almost inexbaustible quantities 
are generally westing assets and so the industry 
requires some sqch pbase as the above. 

3) The location of hitherto unknown deposits. 

This phase constitutes the real basis of the 
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~le of the Mining Industry acting as it does as the 
leeder to (2) which in turn ac~' as a feeder to (1). 
It is thus of supreme importance and is deserving of 
all the assistance poss1ble if the Mining Industry is 
to be maintained and also undergo expansion. 

The question is then, as to how this assistance 
can be given and the answer is that one of the most 
important ways is in the prov1sion of ~eans of 
communication and transport. 

Tho Necessity For ROlds 

This matter of the provision of co .. unication 
and transport is of special importance in Tasmania. The 
mineral-bearing regions of this State are situated in the 
Northeast, East, Northwest, West, and Soutb-western 
districts. All these districts are of • very rugged 
nature and covered by a den.e growth of trees and 
undergrowth of various descriptioba. These features 
make the task of penetrating such country extremely 
difficult and slov. In particular it is the carriage 
of supplies, tools etc., that is the greatest obstacle 
in attempting to penetrate such country. 

Prospecting has been carried out in such 
country and great credit is due to the pioneers for it, 
and of cour.e, can still be carried out to a limited 
extend. It i~hovever, a matter to whiCh considerable 
time and '~';)rk has to be devoted and every delay and 
inconvenience makes the 'WOrk harder and clover. The 
extent to which these handicaps re.trict prospecting 
is very large and can only be ft'.lly real1s-ed by those 
who have to attempt this work. Roads and pensanent 
tracks in the possible mineral-bearing country would 
greatly facilitate and quickly enable the unpr08pected 
and partly prospected country in Tasmania to be prospected. 

Boad, required iO Tap,m,. 

All parts of Tasmania are well served by roads 
except the western quarter. Th. production of minerala 
from that part exceeds in value £33,000,000 yet one 
settlement only is connected by road to a seaport. clome 
of the more important mining town. are connected by rail, 
some areas are inaccessible by track, and one, (the 
south-western divi.ion) is not explored. The proviSion 
of lines of communication - roads in preference to 
Railways or tracks - is necessary to the development of 
that mountainous, fore.t country. Prospectors, under 
existing conditions find it difficult and arduous to 
penetrate far into the mountainous areas owing to lack 
of transport facilities and the same condition precludes 
the possib111ty of exploit1ng the poorer grades of ore. 

Roads would serve the interests of the 
Departmen.of Agriculture and Forestry also, and tend 
to bring about permanent settlement 1n that sparsely 
populated region. 

The trunk road routes proposed for immediate 
construction arel-
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Lake St. Clair to Gormanston • • • Waratah to Zeehan. 00 o. •• •• Zeehan to Qu.enstown • •• •• • • 
South Gordon River Countr,r to west 
South Gordon to Port Davey •• •• 
Huon to Craycroft • •• 00 • • • • 

Deyolgp''Pt of Known AepA.,t. 

• • 
• • 
•• 

Coast 
• 0 

• • 

• • 
•• 
•• 
• 

• • 
• • 

£70,000 
£Ito,ooo 
£2;,000 
£10,000 
£70,000 
£5'0,000 

The phase of the min1ng industry indicated 
in (2) is also worthy of all the assi.tanee that can 
be given to it. An attached report on this phase was. 
submitted to the State Development Advisory Board in 
1923. 

The progress on one item of this report 
viz. oil shale, may be mentioned he~.. The result 
of the discusslons and ne,otiations ot the Advisory 
Board was that the Australian Shale Oil Corporation 
Limited has oommenoed operations in the Latrobe 

202 

distriot. The first unit ot the plant is new almost 
completely ereoted and ready to begin the testing ot the 
ahales on a oommeroial basis. It it proves luocesstul 
and there are many reasons to expect thil, the importanoe 
of this induatry to the state oannot be over estimated. 

The development of the industry at this atage 
becomes lar,ely a matter for compen16s, syndioates, etc. 
Though it does not oome within the scope of this report 
any assistance from the State which could be reasonably 
given would help greatly. Some help can be given in the 
direction of electric power, water supply, and communication. 

WAter SupplY 

A large supply ot water is required in certain 
classes of Min1ng, such as hydraulic sluiCing in the 
Gladstone Distriot. Long water raoes are necessary to 
convey the water trom the souroe ot supply. A sum of 
£2;,000 could be used to advantage in this direction in 
the Gladstone Distriot. 

Hobart. 
9th Fe_ruary, 1926 • 

GODMHENT GEOLOGISTS. 
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