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UPOR; OF AMBBR CRUB: MINE 

Location and Aoeess 

fbe mine is si tuated three miles to the 
south east of the township of Gladstone in north 
eastern Tasmania. 

Acoess is gained by the road from Gladstone 
to OgilTiels briclge on the Ringarooma Riyer. A oart 
track oonnects the mine with this bridge. Gladstone 
is conneoted by good motor road 16 miles in length, 
wi th Herrick. Herrick is connected by railw~ and 
road with the rail and road systems of the :3tate. 

Leases eto. 

The mine is located upon the following leases 1-

Consolidated Lease No. 76l2/M 
Lease 9l25/M 

53 acres 
5 acres 

charted in the name of Michael J. Groves. At the 
present time on extended prospecting claim of 320 acres 
is held in the same name. 

Two water-rights (1691/W) of 5 sluioeh~ads 
and 1 acre dam Site, and 1694/W of 1 sluicehead are 
also held by M. J. Groves. 

tppggrapb;{ 

The mine is situated on the northern edge of 
a small plateau on the eastern side of Peacook Oreek. 
Prom the edge of this plateau the surface falls steeply 
to the Ringarooma River, 30 ohains to the north, 

" 

The plateau is at an elevation ot 250 feet above the river. 

The general drainage is to the north either 
by small streams such as Peacock and Amber Oreeks 
entering the Rinc;arooma, or by the Mussel Roe River 
and its tributaries such as Old Chum Creek. 

GeoloQ 

The bedrook of the oountry within the yicin1ty 
of the mine consists of the typical eraniteof the 
north-eastern distriots. It is not howeyer so notioeably 
porphyritic as in some distriots. In the bottom of the 
workings near the huts, the granite is slightl;r porpb,yritic. 
In the bottom of the workings at the western end of the 
lease the granite is a peculiar soft, even grained variety, 
suggestive of alteration by mineralising agencies, 

The mine workings show that the granite is 
overlain by 50 to 60 feet of sedimentary beds. Thes. 
conSist of gravels, grits, sands, and clays, which 
represent depOSits along the course of a former stream, 
or in other words a deep lead. 

The small creeks and gullies descending from the 
plateau have very narrow tracts of recent gravels etc. 
along them. 



Mine WOikWs. 

Eastern Ene! of LeYes 

At ~he eas~ern end of the leases, an old 
working covers about 2 acres. The granite bottom is 
at an altitude of 160 feet above the Ringarooma River. 
Owing to the tal ling in of the faces, ~e bottom 20 
feet are not available for inspeotion. It was stated 
by Mr. Groves that the wash and tin ore were similar 
to .ithose in the faoe bein::; worked (see below). A 
prospec~ from 20 feet above the bottom gave a small 
amount of cassiterite. It is stated by Mr. Groves that 
the lower 15.feet of wash contains good values of tin 
ore, and that the overburden of 45 to 50 feet would 
pay tor its removal. There is said to be a defined 
gutter in the bottom and that the deposits oould be 
worked out on the high reefs to a width of four chains. 

The old workings are stained brown and yellow 
due to oxidation of pyrite or maroasite. Some of the 
grits are cemented with the sulphide, but it is stated 
that most of the pyrite comes from the bottom. 

Present WorkiIlgs 

At the time of the writer's visit a faoe 
was being worked immediately to the south of the 
south-east corner of seotion 9125/.. A tail race 
was brought in .from the north west through section 
9125/M. The race out through the high reef on the 
north-western side of the lead where there was 20 to 
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25 feet of quartz grit and finer sandy material. The 
bottom layer on the reef is stained dark brown and in 
some places this band extends horizontally into the . 
depo8its above the gutter of the lead. As the deeper 
part of the lead was approached about 10 feet of pug 
was interseoted, but it is stated that this is being 
replaced by angular drift. Brownish quartz grit overlies 
the drift which is getting deeper on the south side of 
the workings. 

The quartz grit ie overlain by sUdlar grit 
wi th however some olay in it, and bands of iron stained 
material. Near the surfaoe, the beds are fine sandy 
ones. The total depth of the faoe is 50 feet. The 
lowest 8 teet are stated to be the richeetbut the bede 
are tin-bearing up to the tirst brownish bands. Samples 
of the bottom wash shown to the writer consisted of small 
water worn pebbles in cl~ey material aDd oontained 
abundant ooarse rounded pieces of dark Oa8siterite. 
Judging by the samples the wash woulioontatn up to 40 lbs. 
per cubic yard and it is stated by Mr. Groves that the 
bottom 8 feet of wash would average 20 lbs. per oubic yard. 
This of course oould not be Officially verified without 
a oonsiderable amount of prospeoting. 

The tin ore is oruefly dark in oolour but a 
small smount of light grey oassiterite is also present. 
It is stated ~at there is DO pleonaste, ilmenite, or 
zircon presant the only mineral associated with the 
cassiterite being the pyrite the oocurrenoe of whiCH 
has been referred to above. 

The bottom of the working is 110\ more \han 
200 feet above the ri v-. 80 that the lead falle fI'Om I 
the west to the east. Its course would appear to be 
due east through the oonsolidated lease. 

" 
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SOijtg WesteiP Part of ,Leas' 

Going sou'th-'8oulh-... t from 'the above working, 
the ground is stated to have been proapected by bore holes. 
Within a few oha1ns of the sou'thern boundary, it is stated 
that a bore-hole was sunk to a dep'th of 60 feet without 
being bottomed and that it proved p~able ground • 

• 
Another situated about 6 cha1ns to the nor'th-west 

of latter is sa1d to have been 45 feet deep and proved 
pa,yable ground. 

To the west of 'the latter bore hole a start was 
aade to bring in a tail race from the west to. prospect 
and pick up the lead. A length of two chains was .sluiced 
out end then the workiJJg abandoned on account of lacll: 
of water pressure. The granite bottom was 220 feet .above 
the river and rising to the east, so 'that 'the high reef 
of the lead was not reached. Th. coara. drifts which 
were sluiced are stated to have,.)I1elded fin. cassiterite, 
apparently different from the ore in 'the lead. 

~orth-western part of Leases 

A working, covering about one acre, occurs near 
the north-western oorner of 'the oonsolidated lease. The 
sl1rf'aoe of 'the i;;round slopes to the nor'th, but the granite 
bottom is generally level wi'th perhaps aalight fall to 
the south-east. The bottom is at en altitude of 210 feet 
above the ~~ngarooma River. The wash and cassiterite 
are similar to those in the present face but this working 
C,lllllOt be part of the rr;a1n lead. It probably represents 
the deposits on the north-western high reef or possibly 
a tributary lead. 

Water SQPply 

This mine i8 unfortunately placed as regards 
water SQPply. The present .ate~rlght8 have 'their intakes 
Otl Amber Creek, which practically only gives a supply after 
rain •.• ater could be brought in by gravitation from Old 
O;lU1. ~reek, Little Mussel Roe and Great Mussel Boe Rivers, 
but the available water in these is practically all used 
ill the :I!:ount Cameron Water-race. 

The Amber Cree. branch of the latter is at a level 
aOO.lt 1·) feet below 'the bottom in the eastern end of the 
wor.king3. If sup,.lies were therefore aVailable in 'this 
rae,e, t,le water would have to be pumped from it. 

Probably the best and most permanent supply of 
w3tar CQuld be obtained from the Ringarooma River. The 
w.tar w,)uld have to be pumped to a height of 200 to 250 
feet en,l then be given the desired presaure with a nozzle 
pi.un.p.ihile this might be considered more oostly 'than a 
Gt'a-vi ta-tion scheme it would give a good, uniform and 
p'3rmane;lt supply. 

8u£J~m1~ Geology 

The above workiDgs, bore-holes atc. prove the 
exi:3tenoe of a deep lead wi'th a depth of 50 to 60 feet. 
Tid:] le.id appears to enter the south wes:tern part of the 
10a:3es. It trends nortn-ear.;t towards 9125/11 end then 
turns t() til'-' east throu;h the remainder of the oonsoliduted 
l,,,aae. 

To the east of this lease, the surface i8,occupiel 
b;( gran..te. The oontinuation of 'the lead cannot be followed 
au :. t has been removed by denudation from 'the valley uf 
the pre <lent ltlDgarooma diver. 

1'llere is room for prospectine; and tracing the 
luul in a south westerly direction from the south western .Jart 
of 'tine lease. 
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In the oonsolidated lease there is a leDgth 
of 20 chains of lead bet ••• 1l the work1llge. fbere is 
probably a turther 20 or 30 cha1u existing in the 
south western pari. It the prospeot1ng on the extended 
prospeoting area is successful, a turiher length of 
lead will be added to the aWove. 

The lead is Un-bearingt being rioh.st in the 
bottom la,ers. It would appear rrom statements made 
by those working it, that the bottom la,ers are very 
rich and that in some oases the upper la,ere would even 
pa, tor their removal. 

Con91Hs1ons and Re0O!m'9dal10p§ 

j'rom the above desoriptions it is endent that 
a deep lead traverses the property. Its eastern limit 
is definitely established, but there are opportuDities 
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for a considerable extensioll in a south-westerly direction. 

The lead is tin bearing and according to statements 
it would be ver,y pa,able to work with a proper water supply_ 

The property 18 .ell woriby of inve8tigation 
w1 th the obJeot of working it on a 1arser scale than it 
is at present being worked by the les.ee. 

work of 
The investigat10n should include the preliminary 

Testing the worked faces 
Testing the soutn-westerly extension 
Couidering the question ot a supply of water 
from the Ringaroolla river. 

Mines Department, 
Hobari. 

30th November, 1~27. 
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