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Though Tarman i a possa8ses T&1l.&able ,aepo,si'ts 
of metallio and non-metall1o minerals it i8 g8ne~ 
lacking in deposits of preciou8 gemstones. It does 
however contain stones auoh as topaz and zircon whioh 
are pos8ibly of potential value. 

DiwnoAA . (CrY8Wl1lfd oarbon ). 
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Only 16 tolti diamonds have been found in 
Tasmania. These have all been obtained from the Corinna 
district between the Savage and the Donaldson Bivers. 
The diamonds had weights ranging from one eighth to 
one third of a carat. 

For further information see attached rllines 
Circular No.4. 

Sapphire (AI203 - Oxide of aluminium) 

The sapphire is a variety of corunium which 
orystallises ill the hexagonal system. Its colour is 
typically blue, but green, yellow, white or colourless 
varisties oc:!ur and are distinguished by their colour 
e.,;. yellow S,IIJphire. 

Quite a number of sapphires of more or less 
importance have been obtained in the sluicin& of the 
tin depoeits of the north-eastern districts. There is 

'no regular output of these gems, but they are either 
sold privately or cut for personal use by the owners. 
~he largest one obtained was from the Weld Bi ver and 
weighed 264 carats. Smaller etones weigh from 4 to 
12 carats and are often of very good colour. 

Further information is obtainable under 
"Corundum" in Petterd's Catalogue of the Minerals of 
Tasmania. 

~opaz (Pluo-silicate of aluminium - AI (OlP2) AI ~i04) 

Topaz is a olear glassy mineral with a vitreous 
lustre and with colours ranging from whi te through yellow 
to grey, green, blue and red. The colours are generally 
not bright, but oonvey light tints to the mineral. The 
Tasmania stones are generally white and blue. It has a 
hardness of 8 and a specific gravity of 3.4 to 3.65. 

Topaz is most plentiful and ooours in pieces 
of the largest size on ~linders Island and the north-eastern 
tin fields. !1l1iecrank1e Bay on the west side of the 
above island is the best known locality and topaz up to 
pebbles 8 inohes long were obtainable on the beach. The 
topaz from this place are often called "K11liecrankie 
diamoIlds." The Tasmanien topaz when appro}Jriately cut 
and polished have a very fine appearanoe. 

MOI'e complete information is given in l'etterd' s 
Catalogue of the Minerals of TaSmania. 

!ircon (S1licate of Zirconium Zr02 3i02). Zircon has an 
&mantine lustre and its oolour ranges from oolourless 

through yellow, brown to red. It crystallises in the 
tetragonal system, has a hardness of 7.5 and a speoi~ic 
gravity of 4.6ti to 4.70. 
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Ziraons ocour abundanU¥ in ihe Ucil deposi is 

ot north-eastern Taaman1 a. They rands in size up to halt 
an inch, but ihe oolour is generalll a.lighi ¥ellow to 
brownish red. Another well known 10cal1ty:it that at 
S1sters Creek in the north western part ot the State. 
The stones are not quite 80 large, but haTe much bet1ier 
oolour~, some of the red colours being exceptionallY good. 
Sample. ot those are ocoaaioD&lly requ •• ~ed by ~ ... llers 
but no market exists at present. file a1roona ooour in the 
reoent alluvial deposits along the amall oreeks. A 
description ot these.deposits is giTen in the late W.H. 
Twelvetrees Report on the North west ooast Mineral 
Deposits, 1905, Page 17. 

Mines Depart;nent, 
Hobart. 

9th Septe~ber, 1927. 
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