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Geographioal Distributiop gI the Coalfields 

The majority of the ooal fields of Taaaania 
ooour in \Qe Eastern and Sou\Q-eastern parts of the 
state. The ooalf1.1ds not ooourring in these parts 
are looated in the North-western portion of the 
Central Plateau, in the North-western part of the 
State, and at the North-western extremity of the 
Midlands l'lain. Coal is apparently absent from the 
Western and South-western parts of the State. 

It was thought that coalfields extended oontinuously 
down the East Coast from Mt. Nioholas to Tasman 
Peninsula b~t extended investigations by the Geological 
Survey have proved that the region is not oontinuously ooal 
bearing, but contains numerous small and isolated 
ooalfields. Tne same features of isoluted fields 
oharaoterise the region from Hobart to Catamaran and 
South-East Cape. 

Isolated ooal-fields ooour throughout the Midlands 
and the South Esk Valley. 

Geolo&y of ¥he Coal-bearing ~ol~ations 

The ooal s.am. in Tasmania are oontained in three 
of \Qe younger sedimentary rook systems viz \Qe 
Permo-Carboniferous, \Qe Triassio and the Tertiary. 
These rooka are geijerally norizontally bedded or dip 
at angles up to 15 having been affeoted by blook 
fault1l16 and tilting without any folding. The basement 
upon whioh the above rests, consists of highly faulted 
and folded Lower Palaeozoio and Preterozoic sedimentary 
rocks with intrusive and effusive igneous rocks. 

The details of the coal-bearing systems are:­

(a) The Permo-Carboniferous tiYstem. 

The .Permo-Carboniferous system of ~asmania possesses 
the same general oharaoteri~ios of that system as 
developed on the Australian Continent. The Carboniferous 
system proper is absent, the lowest bed of the sedimentary 
eystem oonsisting of the basal glacial conglomerates of 
\Qe Permo-Carboniferous. These conglomerates oonstitute 
the base of the Permo-Carbonifervus wherever they oocur 
in Tasmania, but there is a very gr<:;at variation in 
its thickness in the variolls parts of the State, ranging 
trom 15 feet in the Nt. nicholas area to as muoh as 
1200 feet in the vicinity of Preolenna •. 

Conformably overlying this basal con6lomerate is 
the Lower Marine series of the l'ermo-Carboniferous. 
These consist of limestones, mudstones, and mud(;tone 
oonglomerates, and vary in thiokness from 3u feet at 
Barn Bluff to a maximum of about 1000 feet om the 
South-east ooast. The series may be sub-divided into 
a Lower zone, oharaoterised by Pachydomus in the southern 
portion of the island, and Bur,ydesma in the north, this 
and an Upper or lenestella zone. 
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Suooeeding this Lower Marine series there occur 
sandstones and shales wiih associated coal seams as a 
typioal fresh-water seeies, and oharaoterised by the 
Glossopteris and Gangamopteris flora. ~his series, 
known u the Greta Coal Measures, also has a great 
Variation in thickness, ranging trom 30 'eei at Barn 
Bluft to 140 feet at Preolenna., and 850 teet at 
Bruny Island in the south. It Is interesting to note 
that in certain localities this fresh-water series 
disappears, and some of these localities oorrespond to 
the tasmanite shale areas in whioh the tasmanite occurs 
as a marine deposit on the same geological horizon a& 
the fresh-water series. 

Conformably overlying the fresh-water series are 
the Upper t:.arine series, which consist of mUdstones 
and mud~tone cvn&lomerates and limestones characterised 
by Spirifera, Productus, eto. This series varies in 
thiokness from 50 feet at Preolenna, 970 feet at Barn 
Bluff, 100 feet at Mersey, 300 at Mt. Nicholas, and 
500 teet at Upper Derwent. This UpJ.ler Marine series 
passes upwards into fresh-water sandstones and shales 
with coal seams. Tfiis series oorresponds to the 
Tomago or Newcastle series ot New South Wales. Its 
thickness v~ies considerably, and is,550 feet at 
Preolenna, 74U feet at Barn Bluff, 260 feet at !tit. 
Nioholas, and 200 feet at ~ly. Cygnet. It is 
oharacterised by the Glossopteris flora. 

The total thiokness of the Permo-Carboniferous 
system, therefore, throughout Tasmania Varies within 
wide limits. The a.pproximate thickness at various 
localities is as tollowsl- 2400 feet at Preolenna; 
1900 teet at Barn Bluff-Pelion; 500 teet at Mersey; 
770 teet at Mt. Nicholas; greater than 110 feet at 
Upper Derwent; ;;reater than 51)0 feet at New Town; 
greater th"n 10100 feet at Bruny-Cygnet. 

The varJ.ation of the total thickness of the 
Permo-Carboniferous, and also the Variation of the 
seveI'fil series therein, are shown by the columnar sections 
on Plate II. 

The rocks of this system show no signs of folding, 
being either horizontal or naving a dip seldom exceeding 
25 or 30 degrees. The structure is that of discontinuous 
blocks at elevutions above sea-level varying from zero to 
3000 feet. These blocks have reaohed their present positions 
through the effect of the upthrust of the diabase or 
subsequent p(-,st-diabasic block faulting. 

(b) The Trias-Jura ~ystem 

The Trias-Jura system appears to conformably overlie 
the Permo-Carboniferous but evidence of a disconfoI1:li ty 
has been obtained at certain localities. The basal member 
of the system consists throughout the whole of the island 
of grit or fine'!l'grained conglomerate. The thickness varies 
from 1 foot to 50 feet, and is remarkably persistent. 

The basal'brit is cor~ormably succeeded by what are 
known as the ROllI! aandstones. These are distinctly siliceous 
sandatonss, ch",l'aoterised by the firesence of white mica. 
They are white to yellowish-brown in colour. They are 
of fresh-water origin. This series varies in thickness 
trom 200 feet in the Mt. Nicholas area and 700 feet in 
the Midlands, to 1350 feet in the vicinity of Hobart. 
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Conformably overlying this series is the 
telepathio sandstone eerie.. fbi. .eries oonsists of 
telspathic sandstone., shale., mudstonesl and coal seams. 
It is wholly ot fresh-water origin, ~ • charaoterised 
by a Neuropter1e, Oladophlebis-Thinnteld1a flora. The 
total thiokness of tills series varies bom 400 teet 10 
800 feet. !his series oontains the most iaportant ooal 
seams in fasmania. !heD ooal .eams are asso01ated 
with a shale zone oocup)1ng about the middle ot the aeries. 

fhis felspathic sandstone series is in most plaoes 
overlain by diabase the presence ot which has proteoted 
it from erosion. In some places, howeTer, notably at 
M1dlands, an Upper S1lioeous sandstone has been 
reoognized, the greatest thickness exposed being 200.tt. 
This series has obviously been sUbJeot .. to great denudation, 
and its complete thickness has nowhere been observed. 

fhe variation in the Triae-Jura system throughout 
the various parts of the State is shown in the oolumnar 
seotions on Plate II. 

fhe ~e of this system is given as Trias-Jura 
beoause the palaeontological evidenoe is such as to 
make it ditficult to deoide whether the age is Triassio 
or Jurassic. Correlation with the mainland formations 
has not Jet been sati~factorily effeoted, and in view 
ot the tact that these latter have not been f1nally 
oorrelated with European formations, makes it impossible 
at present ~o give any more exaot determinations than 
that ot Triassio or. Jurassic age. The system being 
conformably to the teatures of the Permo-Carboniferous 
system, it natural~y is oharacterised by the same structure 
features as that system, namely, a oo~plete absenoe of 
folding or any other sign of oompression, and a general 
horizontal! ty of the beds wi thin blo.oks thrown to vary1ne; 
levels by thetffect of d1abaaio or Tertiary tensional 
blook-faulting. Its d1str1bution in Tasmania is that of 
isolated blooks, separated in most oases by masses of 
diabase. 

(0) The Tertiary.SYstem 

The only develovment of imporaance of Tertiary 
sedimentarJ' rooks in Tasmania is that of some isolated 
patches of laoustrine sediments. such as sott sandstones. 
cl..,., ferruginous mudstones, sands and lignites. This 
rook series is mo.t characteristically develojJed in the 
Launceston Tertiary basin, which has an aL'ea of, 
apprOXimately 600 square miles. The maximum thickness 
of the system in this looality is 900 feet. The series 
is horizontal, and remains undisturbed in the original 
position in which it "as depo&ited. The lignite or brown 
ooal beds ooour near the base of this system and do not 
exoeed a tew teet in thicknesa. Muoh smaller areas of 
similar sediments occur in the Ui:9lr Derwent, and on 
the North-West Ooast, and in Macqunrie Harbour. In each 
of these localities lignites or brown coals are developed, 
but the maximum thickrless in any cuse does not exoeed 
10 feet. 

The Tertiary system throughout Tasmania carries a 
flora characteristio of a warm temperate or sub-tropical 
olimate. In the north-west portion of Tasmania marine 
Tertiary beds are developed. In the WlDlard area, in 
the vicinity ot fable Cape the beds are about 50 feet 
thick. At Marrawah Tertiary limestones of considerable 
but undetermined thickness oocur. 



jhe whole of the Tertiary system in Tasmania, 
wbether marine or lacust~~ was depoSited subsequent 
to the 1n tl'llsion of the Pemo-CarDoniferous and Trias-Jura 
-zatem, b7the diabase. and also 8ubsequ'nt to the .t .. si .... erosia intel'Tal that sucoeeded the latter event. 
!be 'e;rtiary eys.... therefore, has sometimes been •. polt1.... on the diab::~l and aometim ... on the Permo-
Carbo~erous and ,Tn ura systems but although invariably 
horizontal it cannot be s~d to conformably overlie 
these latter systems. 

Other geologioal features olosely associated with 
the ooal measur •• aod which have a direotand important 
bearing on the coal-fields and their explOitation are 
the intruoions of Mesozoio diabase and the faulting. 
~ese two featul'es are often intimately a;:;sociated with· 
one another. 

(d) Diabas• 
Diabase (or doleri~e) oocupies a oonsider~ble part 

of the surface of Tasmania. It intrudes all rooks 
younger than the Tnas-Jura, but reaches its m8 xirnwn 
de~opment in the Permo-Carboniferous and Trias-Jura 
systems. In iila.asa rocks it asswnes the form of one or 
more huge irregular siUs. Th. upper surface of these 
sills is particularly irregular, and numerous transgressive 
bodies of different sizes ex.end vertically from it and 
penetrate the overlying strata. !hese take the form of 
dykes ranging in width and length from narrow and short 
ones to very extenlJive dyke-like bodies. $ills are 
also asaociated with these intrusions. 

Where the intruded and overlying strata uave been 
removed by d.nuda~ion, the diabase intrusions below 
have become exposed. The ef~ect is that there exis~s 
numerous areas 01' the coal measures separated by diabase. 
These areas are often entirely surrounded by the diabase 
and also underlain by it at depth. ThiS is the main 
reason for the oocurl'ence of so many sJllull and isolated 
coal-fields in Tasmania. 

(e) Faultipg 

The coal meaSures have been largely affected b~ 
nomal and block faulting. The downthrow of the faults 
~es from a small amount in the case of the minor 
faul ts to 1000 to 2000 feet in the case or' the lw,jor ones. 

The majority of the faults have a. general axial 
trend (from north-west to north-east) but nUi!ierOUS 
transverse faults ocour). 

In many cases the transgressive diabase intrusions 
are intimately assooiated with faulting in the sense that 
the intrusions must have followed fault planes developed 
synchronously with them. the atrata on the two sides 
of the diabase intrusion mq represent differences in 
the altitude of the same geologioal horizon ranging up 
to 2000 feet. 

The faulting has asimilar effect to the diabase 
in tending to cause the existence of small and separated 
coal-fi.lds. 

The prevalenoe of the faulting neoessitates oare 
in the siting and layout of mining worke so that the 
working is not affeoted thereby. 
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Chvasteris'!jic8 ot the OOal 

The oharac'eristies of the ooal depends principally 
upon the system of rocks from which it is derived, or 
in other words as to whether i' is a Permo..oarbOni.f'erous, 
Trias-Jl.U'a or Tertiary ooal. In addition there are 
differenoes in the ooal from different seams in the 
one system and even in one seam from place to place. 

(a) Permo-0ari!0pite[9M goal! 
These occur at Barn Bluff, Freolenna, Mersey 

district and ~t. Oygnet. The coals are generally of the 
bit~rinous type with a tendency towards the variety 
known as cannel. They contain in the former two distriots 
lens of more typical oannel coal or oil shales known as 
pel10nite kerosene shale. In the .ersey distriot the 
coals are more typioally bituminous. In the Mt. Cygnet 
district, the coals have been somewhat metamorphosed and 
are nOV'I of semi-anthraoi te typ~s. 

CQemical Analysis 

Typical ;;nalyses are.-

Moist- VOlatIle l!'hed ASh SUlphur 
ure Matter Carbon 

l"reolenna 1.52 32.46 52.30 13.72 5.87 
Illamatha 13.58 36.28 45.30 .4.t.!4 4.39 
Spreyton 13.42 35.06 46.88 4.64 4.04 
lIlt.Cygnet 1.10 10.36 66.04 22.50 0.41 

The oututanding feutures of the analyses of the 
coals from northern Tasmania are "\Oheir relatively low 
ash content their high content of volatile matter and 
corresI-ondingly low fixed carbon content, and their 
high oontent (4% to 5%) of sulphur. 

0al0rifio Value 

The calorific values ure Preolenna - 12,204 b.t.n.; 
Ill~tha - 11,056 b.t.n.; Gpreyton 10.711 b.t.n. und 
I.:t. Cygn"t 11,336 b.t.n. 

The coals (excepting Mt. Cygndt) would be suitable 
for steam raising, gas-making anJ domestiC purposes if 
it were not for the high sulphuz' content. The ooals 
together with contained oil shales should be especially 
sui table for distilltltion with the ,)roduotion of 0ils. 

In addition to the sulphur, anoth,H' uetri tmental 
feature is that the seams are generally tilln (up to 3 
feet or 3 feet 6 inches) and sO a,e oostly 1;0 mine. 

(b) TriM-Jura 

These coals occur in eaetern m1.dland and. south­
eastern parts and form the principal portion of the 
reserves of the ~tate. The coals are generally of one 
type - the semi-bituminous, but show slight variations 
from district to district. In & few districts e.g. York 
Plains, the coals approach the anthraoite type but with 
a large ash content. 

Analysis. - The range of analySis of the usual type is -
moisture of 1% - 4~, volatile matter l~ - 2~, fixed 
carbon 42% - 60% Ash 15~ - 30%, Sulphur 0.2% - 0.6%. 
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A typioal analysis may, be taken as - moisture 4.30%, 
volatile matter 21.27110 , fixed carbon 51.64%, ash 
22.64%, sulphur 0.60%. 

the semi-bituminous types have the content of 
volatile matter as low as 8~ and the fixed carbon as 
high as 6~. 

C!80rifio Y~ue - fhe oalorifio values range from 
9~ to 12, 3 b.t.n., and it is assumed that a typioal 
figure is 10,145 b.t.n. 

Uses " 

. The coal is generally a non-ooking one and is of 
little value for gOB ,Aking. The ash oontent is rather 
high but in spite of this the oalorific value is fairly 
high and the coal therefore has a use for steam-raising 
purp0ses. It is used on some of the state railw~ 
lines without any admixture, but on others a mixture 
with Newcastle coal is utilised. Special rockilJg bar 
grates are used to cope with the ash. 

The coals have iggition paints from 1250 upwards, 
over 60" being over 150. They are therefore saLe under 
dangerous conditions and could be used in the pulverised 
form. The Lest results would. probably be obtained from 
the coal in this form. 

(0) Tertiary " 

fhe Tertiary coals occur at numerous looalities, 
but their knovm thickness does not exce&d 4 feet Wld 
11 ttle attention has been paid to them. They are all of 
the brown 00801 or Ij."gni te type'. 

Analysis 

Moisture 

Maoq:.<a.rie Harbour 20.8 
Rosevale, ',lest Tamar 15.1 

Volatile 
Matter 

33.45 
39.1 

Calorific Value. I;ot tested. 

Fixed 
Carbon 

Ash 

The brown ooals might have sirr.ilar uses to those 
of sa.y Victoria, but the thinness of the seams has not 
enoouraged investigation. 

Tbe Beau 

(a) Puma-Carboniferous 

The number of seams in this &~6telli raQ~b~ up to 
four at least. They ooour on two horizons corL"esponding 
to the Greta and Tomago ot Jlew South Wales. 

The largest numb~r ot seams ocours in tne }reolerula 
ooal-fields, where four exist in the Greta series and at 
least one in the Tomago. The thickness ranges up to 2 
feet. 



One or two sealliS occur in. other fields e.g. one 
at Barn Bluff, two atMt. Pelion, .ersey Valley. and 
Mt. Cygnet, In the Mersey Valley the seams are 18 
to 24 inches thick and at Mt. Cygnet 1 to 3 feet. 

(b) Trias-Jura 

The IDHX1mum number of seams in this system is 
e1ght. These and the maximum number oan generally be 
reoogn1sed. They probably also oocur in the fields of 
south-eastern Tasmania b~t cannot be so readily deteoted. 
The seams hav~ been named Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, l!.'ta, 
Theta, Iota and Kappa. 

'They range .in thickness from 1 to Ib feet 
(includinL Lands etc.) The thickness of. the seams being 
mined ranged up to 6 feet. 

(c) TertiarY 

Li t tle infoI'lllution is available as to the seams 
in this system. Only one seam has been proved to exist 
in anyone district anti the thickness ranges up to 4 feet. 

General Conditions for~iorkinp;. 

In tl1e greater number of the coal-tields the seams 
outcrop at the .uriae. in the country of high relief. 
This permits ~ae.coal to be worked by adits or dip-adits 
wi til consequent econumy .in haulage drainage, etc. and 
tnerefore, 10"11' oost.of extraction. Practically all the 
working mines are using this method of mirlJ.ng. 

In a few dis.~icts the seams occur below the surface 
in country of low reli6..':, where shaft Il)ining woul.d have 
to b€ used. 

There i:3 g.merally a sufficient wi tuout being 
excessive amount of w<.1ter availd.blc for buL.ur .\Jurpos8a. 

Timbe~ suitable for mining purpose is usually 
abundant in the iJrJ,iediate vicinity 

Reserves 

The provu<l reserves inolude only srftall areas in 
the immediate vicirJ.t,f of the mine Vlorkirlbs. The 
actual amount of the;e is unknown and can only be regarded 
as small. 

The probable reservos are large the estimates being 
based ~pon a~l. available infurcLqutiun from mines, bores 
and the geologioal struoture. These are when ba~ed 
upon the existine; economic conditions. 

The details of the quantity of ooul avai~able under 
existing eondi tiuns for industrial purJilJ .. es is ,;i ven in 
the subjoined table:-

The total reserves baaed upon the scheme adopted 
by the Twelftn Internutiunal GeolOGical COLgress l~13 are: 

Actual 124, 980,000 metric 
Frobable 123, 013,000 " 
Possible-Small to large 

tons 
" 
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fib!e II - g216 18I1EI!! 0' !!a.lI:Iiias EooB5!l!ao CondU;!'o~!! 

Coal Seams 
Extent. ~ant1ty aT~lab1e 
flU: p1'9:tUable ,xtre.qtion 

Coalfield ~nlr freeent Economic o 1t one. . 
. No.or 1i8regaie !Area In MetrIc Tons 
Seams ThickneBs : Aores 

lit. richo1as 2 I~. ·4300 ·55 728 000 . J , 

FinGal 3 11 1700 27,0:;0,000 

Dalmayno 3 15 700 15,120,000 

Douglas River 1 4 460 2,208,000 

Mt. Paul 1 6 640 4 • '(oJO ,000 

Denison River 1 2 450 1,080,000 

York Plains 1 3 40 144,000 

Colebrook 2 4.75 250 , 1,425,000 

Avoca 4 18 160 2,490,000 

Catamaran 2 7 230 1,116,000 

Sandfly 6 17 800 5,300,000 

Cygnet 2 3.9 280 '(15,000 

Lawrenny 4 10 250 2,740,000 

Mersey 1 1.B 45'-' 130,000 

LOll£;ford 2 7 45 150,000 

Bl.lok1and 3 9 40 288,000 

:Preo1emm 4 6.5 760 5,uuu,uOO 

Burn B1ui'f 2 2.75 5JUU 9,uou,000 
j 

I Totall ••• , •••••••••..••••••••••••••••• 134,398.000 
I 
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and roductioIJ 

The principal mines , together with their production 
for 1926 are: 

ines !Ql!§. Value 
Cornwall 46 , 344 £35 , 860 
' t . icholas 29 , 535 25 , 595 
Jubi lee 14 , 403 11 , 971 
C~t=aran 9 , 95 14,130 
Illamat ha 1,240 1,737 
York l'l ai ns 746 931 

The Mt . ! 1c[,016s group (Corm~c.ll , Mt . ~icholas , 
nnd in recent ye::.rs the Jubilee ) h~ always been '.he 
largest , r ouucer . 

Durin", the past few year::; the Catamaran mine 
has been opened fo r large scale production ~d has 
not yet maintai ned It~ maxim~ . 

The Corr,wall , t . Nichol,s nnd Jub11ee coal is 
used for railway , domestic, ste~-raising and other 
Iur poses . ~he C",tamaran coal hac, been finding uses 
f or ~nny pur~~ses such as railway, steamers, cement 
mnnufacture , domestic use etc . Tne Illamatha coal is 
used fOI dOLev io Wid other yurposes while the YorK 
Plains is ased for drying hops exclusively . 

~slble r-ro act i on 

The roduction from the more Importnnt mines for 
1926 has been giVen above . The total production f or 
t he year was 102,358 tons valueQ at £90,401 . 

fhis amount io cOIUj>arati ve ... y c..11 considerinu the 
re~ervdB of coal in Tasmania. This posi tion is dup, 
to the fact that t ,e produc uion i8 ~o"'~3 f)r local 
marKets , no ette ."ts Clot e yort bciI:b m",dc . '1'he ",roduction 
could b ,,;reatlJ increaved if mc.rke s were ",vuilable . 

Tne following table ohows tile increa;;Jed .. roductions 
p03sible fror~ SO:llC of thc ior.:ine mines . 

11ines .Juring , xii.la:n contin- ":WCiillU.Jl continuou 
1:126 uous i t ~ ~rescnt Ylith additional 

equiyLlcm, qu~yLlent . 

tons . tons . tons . 
Cornwall 46,344 lSO , vOO 600 ,000 
Mt . Nicholas 2 , 535 ,0 ,000 10v,Ou 
JUbilee 14 , 403 2 , 00 90 ,000 
Catamaran 9 , 950 150,00 Unknown but 

greuter than 
150 , 000 tons • 

'the fi r es how t aut tne 'ax urn continuous output 
fro these four mine is 400,000 ton per 9.nnllm with 
the pre ~~nt qui",ment whilL with addi t ional equipment 
t his would b Increa~ed to - 1 ,00 , 00 tons per annum . 

Cost of roduction 

T~e CJst of Froduction of ha coal t the different 
mines is not jtL.own va th any dct:,re 0 accuracy . I t is 
better kn wn in the ce. e of thc CornVlall , t . Nicholas 
and Jubilee mines which ~e all being work~d from edits 
and have the same general actors to cor. ten d. VIi t h o 
At the"e mines the coal i s put into the raih .<y trucks a t 
the respective s i di D£8 at a cost ranging f~om 10 to 13 
shilli L.gs per ton. The coat at any other locali ty ,ould La 
the above p}us the cost o~ transpo~t there~o . 
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ofler Development rotes 

ts 

At the present time the only' ortant :Jower 
markets are Hobart and Launceston . The larger and 
important coalfields are not situated adjacent to 
these cities , but nevertaeless the distances are 
not excessive . The actual dis t ances by railway , 
steamer etc . to the near 3t arket 10uld be 50 to 85 
miles . If electric po\\er was generated at the mines, 
the dicvUDces for t ransmission of the power would be 40 to 
60 mile", . 

r Sup .. ly 

Only general information is aVai lable as to 
t he supplies of water for boiLer and condenser purposes . 
It may be stated that t he quantity of water 1I0uld 
probably be'readily obtained , though i n most cases 
conserv tion might be nece~sary . Less information is 
available as to t he quality of the water , but it is 
probable t:lllt wi th conservation .,cnemes , the quality, 
of the waters obtained would be satisfactory . 

General 

One i~ ortant f¥ature in connection with the 
co fields of Tbsmania is that they occur in districts 
where hydro- electric sc.le. es are not ,ossi ble to an.;r 
large extcnt . The two 'sources of power ~ therefore 
so situd ed t.ut bLtween them they provide ¥ossib~e 
sources of .,ower for a.Ll parts 0 t e Jtate . Though 
.L t would not ,.ece", ... i tate long tr als ission lines in 
any p?rt of the .3t.,te to provL~e a distl'_ct wi t h power 
yet this oceur rino of coalfi elds aQ ote~tial sources 
of pO\/er ill districts with a uencral absence of hy ro­
electric schemes may have an im~ortant be .ring on the 
development of the power resources ill the futc1rc . 

'illes Dep rtrrent, 
Hob"rt. 
2~th October , 1~27 . 

P.B. Nye 
Gov rnment Geologiot • 


