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Monagite in Tagmanig

Honaglte sand has been found in numerous
localities in Tasmania in aspociation with alluvial
tin de,;0sits. In every case the deposits occour near
out-oropping granite of Devonian Age.

Honagite has been observed in the granite in
the Stanley River distriot, but not in any quantity.
It appears sertain that the Monasgite 1e distriduted
throughout this roeck, but that no consentrations exist,
and the alluvial deposits derive their content from
the eroded granite. The prinocipal localities are
North Heemskirk, Stanley River, Yellow Band Plain
(North Vest), M% stranauh, Pioneer, Borbg and othsr
north~eagt districtes, Fraser Rivor sland).
Other locamlities are Lottah, 5. & . Min-, VWeat Bischoff
Hine, Salisbury, Gleveland iiine.

The most important deposits are those at
Stanley River and Yellow Band “lain situated om op.oagite
sldes of the Meredith Range In the north western part
of Tasmania.
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The Stanley River deposlt is briefly describad
in the following reportsie-

tsA. Waller, Renort on the Prospects of
the Stanley River Tinfield, 1304.

L.L. Waterhouse, The Stanley River Tinfield,
Geological Survey Bulletin No. 15.

The monagite is assoociated with the alluvial tin
deposgite of the district. No assays were quoted, but
it was stated that the content of thorium oxide is toeo
low to pay for the extractiom. Samples recehily obtained
by the lease~holders have, however, given very high
values of thorium. A co.y of an Assay CJertificate by
¥r. J.C. Watson Chief Chemist of the Vietorian Geologieal
Survey Laboratory, 1is attached hereto and shows a content
of 10.22 THO2. 1In a verbal communication the officers
of the Victorian Department stated that the Thorium
content of the samples was very irregular and that they
cane 0 the sonclusion that thorium minerale other than
nonaglte are .resent.
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1901 a reward claim was granted at this
looality and work continued for a year or so, It was
stated that the quality was satiafactory, but the

uantity insufficient for commereial exploitation.
t is also stated that the materizl contained only
2 per cent. thorium oxide.

A recent as of materisl from this locallty
%i ve the following results in the Mines Department
boratory, Launcestonie -

Pin 46.07
Thorium ogide 0,47

Pionggr ﬂ;ng

The Pioneer Tin Mine is situated near the towne
ship of the aame name in north eastern Tesmania. In




the streaming of the alluvial tin ore there is
obtained, in zddition to the marketable cassiterite
g mixed concentrate < cassiterite, monazite, pyrite,
pleonaste etoe., This is divided into four products
by Jigging and akimming one of which eonsigs of
monagite and coarse cassiterite containing 144 3n.

Yellow Band Flain

NMaterial from fhis district was aasayed in
the Mines Department Laboratory, Launceaton, with the
following resultste

Thorium oxide 0.50%

Other samples agsayed for those interested are
stated to have given hiher results (8 per cent is
quoted). There is epparently the same irregular thorila
content as in the monkglite from the Stanley River
district and other thorium minerals are probably present.
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