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The ~dhurst, 7orester, Warrentinna, New River and 
AlbertOD goldfields are portionsot the main gold-bearing 
belt ot north-eastern Tasmania which extends atill fUrther 
south-south-east through Mathinna, Tower Hill and Vangana. These 
fields are oocupied by the tolded and taulted Mathinna series 
ot slates and sandstones or quartzites. The gold bearing belt 
is oomparatively na~ow with a trend rro~ N.N.W. to S.S.E. on 
either side ot the Vathinna series, granite ot.Devonian age occura 
and it is uith these intrusions that the mineralising solutions 
o~ magmas whioh tormed the lode were derived. 

)Tom the geological aDd the economic vieW points 
tha importance of these fields haa a oonsiderable range. 

~dhurst (or Water~se) Yield. 

This field was one of the earliest discovered in the 
state being found aDd worked,in the sixties and abandoned by 1873. 
all machinery inclUding batteries being removed. Further 
work wae possiblY oarried out tQ the late seventies, but thefiald 
was again deserted. It i8 doubtful if any very extensive amount 
of work has been done since then. A number ot reets were found. 
but they were onlY tested to sha.llow depths, the deepest shaft 
(the Pioneer)' being over 100 feet in depth. ,-

The necessity for shaft BiDking and pumping machine~y may 
·have assisted in the early desertion ot the field but it Was 
probably the unpayable nature of the quartz that wa.s the main factor. 
It is also stated that the sulphides - iron and arsenioal pyrite -
came in at shallow depth, and aftected the recovery. The gpld was 
worth appro~imatelY S3 »er ounoe. 

70rester Yield. 

A number ot narrow quartz reets have been discovered 
on the western and south-western sides at xt. Horror, but generalll 
ver1 little work has beau done on them. 

Perhaps the greatest development Was at the Linton lane, 
the reefs of which were disoovered in 1922. this mine was 

, sYstematioally opened up and a battery ereoted to treat the quartz. 
The reaults were not payable due partll to the high sliver oontents 
ot the gold which bad a 'Value of a little over £2 pe~ ounce. 

Warrentipna ~leld. 

Attention wa. devoted to this tleld in the late eightie •• 
" JruIl1t~cu. II1II&11 reats were found and mining and orushing operation. 
we~' aoUTell carried out in the earlY DineUe.. The Darb;,. miDe 
was the lIOn lII100eastul &lid thoup orushing, were II1II&11. ,eTt-ral ~alJ 
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diT1deD4s were paid. Operationa were 80nt1Bued tor a,loDS 
'11u but wi thou' Ul7 further BUooe.s. 

Xn later 7ears the .ew Gold .. Mara G.K. 00. (1914) 
and the Golden J[ara north Kine (1914) aGd t1l .. Mara G.K. Co. 
(1921) oarried out mini~ and or~&biDg operations. The tinal 
results were ta, the reat •• ere narrow and the qua:ctlll u¥lpa)'able • 

Iew River - Alberton Piald. 

The .ew River tield i8 merely the northern extension 
of the Alberton field. 

Thi. tield is the mos' important ot those referred to 
in the memorandum. ~ reeta are very DUmeroua (at least 100 
having been found) but even in this fie14 individual reefs are 
not sufficient~ 10n8)5l.ide to give suffioient reaerves of quartz 
to form a mine. 

Tha field was"diacovered in 1882 and small acale 
prospecting and mining oper~tions have ~een carried on almost 

. continuously up till the present time. Several mines have been 
equipped with ba.tter1e. &e., but the results have almost entire17 
been unpayable. 

Of the many oompanies which have operated one of the 
pioneer olles - the )[t. Victoria Co. - carried out extensi va 
underground work and it is stated that it is the only company that 
paid a dividend, though in the end it. eftorts were not 
succeesful. In mora reoent years the Ringarooma United mine 
(ino1uding numerous reets) baebeen opened up to a large extent and 
also equipped with a battery, the work haviDS b\ten undertaken by 
"farious companiea &0. 

The opinions ot 'lwelvetrees (1904) and Hill. (1923) 
were that the field ahould be teated at greater depth as the future 
of the field 4.pen4.d upon extenaions ot ore shoot. in that ' 
direction. 

Conclu sions. 

From the above brief surve7 it ia obvious that the 
AtbertoD aoldfield 1. the mos' important of thoae described. BVBD 
in thia field however, the resulta of the mining so far under~ 
taken have not been profitable. Iageneral the future 
possibilitiea of the field lie in.the ocourrence of ore Shoots at 
depth. 

~o enBUre efficient and eoonomic operation of a battery 
and treatment plant. it i. neoessary that there should be contin­
uous or near17 contlnuoua BUpplies of ore for cruShing and' treatment. 
Othe~vise the plant ia idle; depreoiation ia excess1ve; attention 
er caretaking ia neceseary; and no return is possible for ca.pital 
expended. 

The only field 11ke17 to give any quantity of ore 1s the 
Alberton but even there, a much greater amount of development work 
is neoessary before the provialon of a state batter7 is justified. 
Thl. ia particularly so ••• 1ng that there are two batteries in 
existenoe at present. the owners of one ot whioh at lea.t appears 
h be .1111n; to onah 01"_ t01" othu oompaniea. individuala. Ico. 
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