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lepqatlop end Agg •••• 

The I1Dc RiYal' Mine is looa\ed on SecUQ11 1781/0 
In the naae of B.O. SlI1th. The .e.ti_ 18 .ltuated _ 
L;rnoh Creek and Ue. abollt .. II1b to the north •• t t4 
L)'Dchtord staUon. A tra.k tellov1D& LJneh Czoeek ooanect. 
tbe mine world.q. with the QUeenstown-L.;rnohtCliri road! the 
distanoe trOll the roa4 to the lI111e beina approxi_te 1 half 
a 1I11e. 

Pru1qga 'eplI't •• 

The following li.t oa.pr1sea all the departmental 
publ.lcat1C11l8 in vb1ch reterenoe is. _de to the m1ne. 

(1) "lUng Rlver andMt. L7eU lold field •• 
W.H. Glover 1885'. , 

(2) "Report CIl the State of tbe m1n1n& indu.trl of 
the We.t COIlst" A. MOIltlOMrl. 1890. 

0) ".ute. on tbe QUeen RiTer and Mt. LJell M1n1n& 
dlstr10ts·, A. Mcmtloa.Z01, 18~. 

(If.) "CD the !l1neral 41.tri.ts of lit,. Bwclel, Juke. 
and Darv1n" W.B. Twelvetree., 1900. 

(5'> "Mineral Industrl oC Tasmania" W.Il. Tvelvetree., 
1901, 2. 3. 

(6) IIKoant L7eU M1n1n, field'" J.W. Gzoe,orl. 19~. 

Hi.tS'· 

The hi.tll'l of the nne RiTer Id.ne dat .. boa the 
010.e of the 18&1' 1881 WeD COIIl'ad LJncb aDd 'I'h_. Currie 
oomaenaed pr08peotlD1 opezoat1aaa in the 41.tr10t on behalf 
ot a '7M1cate of Bollal't profe .. 1aaal aDd boIinea. lien 
atterwal'd. meva a. the ·nne Blv .. PrOlPHt1D& &114 Gold 
M1n1nc .&8.oo1&ti.-. h7abl.e ,old vas d1.ocwered In a 
small creek, a trlb11tarl of the Queen Rinr, vlaloh baa .inGe 
been called after L7Dah. I.Jn«:h returaed t. Bobart \0 
report the 418ccwer" bu.t in 1883 he returMd to the .cene 
ot hi. tind. Kul, 1ft 1bat ,ear he \lDeuthe4.. pocket 
ot quarts we1,h1D& 112 lbe. vh1eh l1eldedJeld to the nett 
value ot £830.17.'. UDtortan&tel, the I d 1ft the quart. 
proved pat0h7 and the nett re.ult of the operat1on. va. that 
the X1n& Rlve!' Pro.pe.t1Dc ".oclatlon spent nearl, £20,000 
tor a return of £3,3"'5' worth of 1014. It 1. uncertain .. 
to vbether the !Ibole ot the GO,OOO 1fU espaded on the 
Uq River Mine, but oou14erable .uu of .... 1 vere abaorbed 
in the tranapon and er .. 1;1on of batterle. aDd probabl, al.o 
in C&l'r71n& out prells'nar1 deTelopaent • 

.lathe operat10118 aD the mine appear to have ceased 
a tfIV lear. atte!' 1ta 4180.,.erl, .a, in 1890, M_t' .... ' 
.tates that no work ft8 in prope •• ' and that there appeared 
to be no .e in ohu',e ot the iine. In 18,.. the lI1ne 1fU 
let CD trlbu.te. '!'he trlbUtara worke4 _ sollflVhat 41fterent 
line. froa thOle toll owed b7 t01'llOl' lI1nera and devoted theu 
attention .ore to S0ll8 .ott _terlal I11nt • tl1M- tootvall 
ot the quart, bod, than to the latter it.elf. !be7 .. de an 
open out on tbe '" of the hUl and took out a oru'h1D& of 
deooap08ec1 ooaau, reek full of vein. of quarts and oxide. 



of iron aDd .anaanes., this was tqund gold 'bearinJ tor 
as aoh as U teet in vldth. 80M .top1q was also dOll. 
on s1ll1lar _ter1al l:vin, Oft the tootwall ot the re.t 
llD.11l8dlatell under the quarts but the worll:1D&s oould not 
be kept ol*'l_ 80M suoo.ss appear8 to ban attended 
thia work aDd the tl'lbUt .. s Fond that at the top of 
the bUl aDLI in 011. or two places at the adit level the 
footwall _ter1al was worth crush1N. 

Bu ••• l and part, held a tribute an the mine in 1900. 
!h. _in tuzmel va. the ODl, GIle open. 'ft11a had been 
put 111 b7 the .14. of alar,. qaart. reer ot whioh the 
maxilllWll width \O!&S 10 t .. t. !.b. tUlUlel vat 1n at all 
angle and 0 .. baok Oft the .... t vh10h or~1MCl the drive as 
a nat vein dlppinl N.W. 'lb.e v.in cGIltab" no lold. 
The tunnel was '+00 to ;00 teet 1-. but GIll, U,. if .. t vas 
accessibl.. At thi. point (l.e. 12~ teet fr_ tlie aouth) 
a crossout to the 1.1. vas belUll aIld a rise vas lOinS up 
h_ the crOSSOllt. This vas expeotacl to out tbe nat 
r .. r at 30 to ItO teet. As tar as Call be judged the ob3eot 
of this work was to test the footwall counb" of the r .. r 
above the drive and poaslbl" al.o to te.t the reer It.elt. 
The t1nal results of thi. work are not reoGPdecle 

til 19O1 the mine vas let on tribute to a slll&11 
Queanstown sllld~oat. wbo declded to cut a rac. and slul0. 
tbe sott 11"0UD4 _ eltber aide of the lode, .. dbb 
prospects of the deoC*poeed rook vere reparted to be ,ood. 
A start va8 _de and the ra.. lIboved favourable prospects 
or ooar •• raCled ,old. !.be first oleall up 1ielde4 .al.J 
It oss. of reet Cold. Sll11cing operatiOll8 wer. o.tS-eel 
dur1n& 19<2 but DO oleall up vas attapte4 UIltU atter 
.TUlle when a sall portiCll ot the ra •• rielded ; 0 ... of 
ooar.e raf,ed leld. TM sluie1D& vas oont1mled bIlt llet 
with litt • auoo.... 'rhe t1Jltl olean up, vb10h took 
place earlJ in 1903. 1ielded '* •••. or ooars., !OQSh, 
r.ef ,old. tbierll'oUDd prospeot1nc vas the ta.1ked of 
but It 1s Dot det1n1tel1 known whether aIl1 turther werk va. 
undertaken. 

The Iln& tiTer PrOllPft\in& and Min1nC Association 
t 1na111 a'bandca.d thair 1.s •• ia-1912. hOlt 1912 to 
1929 the -s.n .Ntlou vere beld alterDatelr bJ W. IJd.th 
and B. BawaQll. 'lhe pre.ent ... UQIl .. taken up bJ· •••• 
8l11th, in Bc:w8llber. 1929. !he .xtent ot the prosp.ot1n& 
and dnelopment work carried out sino. 1903 is not OIl reoard. 

geM.,. 

The whole ot tha lline vorld.acs are leeated ina 
cSeoaap08ed .reDit. porpbJrr .. PGIl'pb,Jrlt.. 1'be unveatheracl 
rock, wh10h catcrops lower dCNll r.,Doh ereek, 1. of a dark gr .. n 
oolour and oonal.t of pbeIlOO1'J.ts at quarh. tel.~, and 
auglt. <t) set in a dense ohlOl"lU. grCllWld.... Thl. 
greenish porpbJrlte d .. ..,o ••• t.o the loft red41.h _ 
1ellowish rook which 18 .0 _oh ill eYideno. ill the l=diate 
vio1n1tJ of the 1I1ne. 80 tar as ooale! be ~u4.e4 thero 
app.rs to have been but Uttlo shear1n& &1 .. the OOQ1".e 
of the "In, .e.t or the nathered ·porphJrlt. haTinJ a 
sOM8Wbat. massive appearance. 

Aur1ter~s graTels ot racent origin occur ill L1Doh 
Cre.k. 

'the JI1ne vork1a&s ara .hOWll aD the aooOllPallJ~ .ketch 
plan. The prinolpal portiaD of thea DOW appear. like a 
lare. open. out extend1q thrOUlh the hill. Two orOI.cuttillc 
tunnels,:oh penetrate the open out vork1n&" M01U" an 
the a.. s14. ot the hill aDd aIlother lIbort tUDllel u 
open near the er •• t. The latter 18 .ore ar les. parallel 



to the open cut. In add1tlon to the.e there are two 
old shatt. on the leasel one is located on the or.st or 
the hill and the other les on the .. atara tall at a 
point about 70 te.t weat or ~ Cre.k. Port;1on or an 
old twmel IIa1 be .een near the sOQthern bClUDdaJ'1 of the 
seotion btlt 'this has been mullocked up a tew teet tro. the 
entrance, itls unoerta1n whether thi8 ".. actU&l1, driven 
on the reet. 

lioth1ng can be seen of the vein Itself. '!'he 
sluicin& opera tiona de.oribecl aboVe ha.,. reaove4 all traces 
ot 1 t in the upper Workingll aDd 1t could not be looated 
in the lower &l'0Wld. At the northern end or the .. etlon 
the old worldnc' have been alu1ce4 to within ten or titteen 
teet ot the level or LInch Creek, but althCll1gh larae loose 
plec.s ot reet quartz vere tairl1 abnndapt it va. not 
pouible to locat. the reet 1tse1t. In alI4 near the shc:&'t 
twmel at the cre.t or the hill there are occaslonal lillClllitl0 
aDd II&IlI&n1terotta ve1ils an inoh .. two in thlokn .. s wbloh 
penetrate the 4.00llp08e4 countrl rook. These are probably 
similar to the l1aClllitlo veins descrlbed bf Kont,om8rl 
thouch suoh as were cru8he4 and plumed oft ;y1eld84 no traoe 
ot ,old. Towards the soathern end ot the worJd.D&s a t.w 
.mall quartz stringers were lIeen in the vall.. . CDe or the .. 
was te.ted tor gold, but ;yielded 0Dl,1 a little p,rlte and 
80M black ox1de of iron. 

lie1ther Kontgoaery Dor fwe1vetre •• have given a 
detailed de.cription or the r .. r, probablJ because mo.t 
or the warJd.n&s ."... lnaoce.a1ble .t the t1M at the11" . 
re.pective vi.its. W.H. Gla.er de.cribed the reet as 
hav1n& been prOYe4 a.er a l .. th or 500 teet. !he III&X1I1111 
width 1. liven as 7 teet and the • .,eraae •• 3 t .. t. 
thtrtl teet oat of the tlve baDdred ... de.cribed bl Gla.er 
as lield1Dg proapeet. up te 20 oz.. per tao. !he.e vere 
takeD,u1lplcked. fl'0Ifl a taoe .ix inches w14e. Glover al.o 
.tat.. that thereet ... drlven _ at the 33' 1"81 tv & 
lenlth at Ito teet the nvaae v14tb be1q 10 1noheSt and at 
the 70. level for & diatanoe at ~,., the a.,e1'aa8 wieth in 
thl. oa.e be1n& 2 teet. 'the _in twmel vas located ZOO 
teet below the .WIIII1t ot the hill. !he total leDlth at 
drlv1n& 11 liven .. 100 teet or Which. a •• tat .. aboY., "00 
was on the rear. .I.D old plan or the ene al.o ,hows • 
level between the 70 aDd 200 teet laT81 •• 

Glcwer .tate. in hi. report that the bul.lt of tM 
reef had been pronClll1DCed pa;rab1. (probabl1 b7 thoae vork1D& 
the Une at the t1M or hi. vl.it). CD the other hand 
McmtCOller1 de.crlbed. the general average value of the quartz 
trOll the lII1Ae .. beinl Verl lOVe 

'the pr1nolpal teatUl'e. with reprcl t.o the reet ., 
'bl .nemar1sed brietb .. to1101111. 'the total lCllth 1fU in 
the Tio1n1tJ' or ;00 teet and the width raaaed trOll 6 laohq 
up to 7 tM' or aore! the aver",. be1n& in the vio1n1ty or 
3 teet. It is fair 1 ClertaiA that J. t oontalDed .... doh 
patche. a. two oa.e. are CIl record in ene or whioh U2 lba. 
~ quartz b .tated to have 1ielded ,old ta then.lue or 
£830.17.9 and in the other 31t 11111. or quarts 11 reperted as 
havin, fielded 2;0 oz.. of gol4. It 1. talrll oertain 
hovaTer that the 'blllk of the reet wa. POCll'. 

MCIlt' .... ". report .tat.e. that the ,old won b7 
tr1b1ltor. trOll the foot.wall eaantrl vas ccmtaine4 -in 
deoOlllPosed oaantrl rook tull at vein. or quarts aDd oxide. 
ot ire and _'.D..... .'II1]ar17. belvetre ... tat •• 
-her. and there sOIle fiat terru&1nW. cltnlrg U .. GIl the 
tootlal1 or the r.et. The gold 1 .... ooiated with the 
olinbr but Done 1& referred to the reef itsalt.- !he.. I 
terrucinoa ....... are probab17 or .eo •• 1'7 · ari,U and the 
gold auoolated wlth thea hal pr_bt, 1MeD 1euhecl hOll 
the I' .. t II1II'1 :r~I)s:r~ with the iron SA the tootwall cClll1Dtrl. 
It 1a posalbl. fit oeur.e that .... or the terru&SAoaa s ... 
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aent10ned b1 Tvel.etrees aDd MGDt,omer7 .., repre.ent 
the direct oxidatiGD or gold .. p,r1te .eilla. but .uoli 
terruginous .eau as can be .een at present appear to be 
ot seoondary or1g1n. A small limmlt10 seam, hOli the 
tunne.l at the crest or the hill, va. tested bUt yielded 
no gold. 

In addltiGD to that a •• ociated with .8&JU ot limonite, 
SOlIe gold at seoandar1 origin woul4 probabl7 alao be 
present in t1nJ craoks or tissure.in the oountr,. rook 
adjaoent to the reef'. 

AS the ve1l1 bas been worked col.,. 111 the oxidised BODe 
the .eoaDdarl ocourren... de.orlbed ha.e apparentl7 lett 
an Impreaaicm. that the Cold is distributed tmoqh the 
oountr, rook ad3aoent to the .ein u nll a. through the 
.. in It,elt. .llthOl1&h thi. it undlll1btedl, true, in pU't, 
tor the oxlcU.aed BODe, the taot .. t aft be lo.t dabt at ' 
that all ."GDd.r7 erloh...,t vUl 0.,8 below that _.e,_ 
i ••• below the In.l or the gr0UD4 vatera. Kenoe .. e the 
vein pa .. ea hOll the deo~osed rock into the UDweatheed 
greeniah porpbJrite the gold wUl be restrloted to the "in 
it.elf and poaaibl7 alee to a-.ll quarts ClI" p,rlt1o (') 
nlna peutftt1nl the walla. At pre.ent a prospeotor n.MCl 
LanlIP is eo __ ain, to drbe an aUt hoa Lpoh Creek in 
order to te.t the oounv7 below a ri-rI old abaft. It is 
not to be expeoted that thi. work disolose anyth1ng ~ 
importance. 

It aeelll8 tair17 oertain that the greater porUm or 
the reef is ot fairl7 1011 l1'ade, and that an7 ,old to be WeD 
hom it vould be restricted to ocoasional rh) pocketse 

ShOl1ld it be decided to teat the reel' below the 
pre.ent workin,. the mo.t 8OGDoC.oal _thad 'IfOUld be to 
olean out the bott_ or the old W01'kinI' and aiDJt a fw 
te.t hole a GD the reef. the.e hole. oould be -.4_ .Utriolentl, 
Ide to t e.t acme ot the toot.u countr),. i 

1 , , 
It is d11'tioult to torecalt the depth or oxidlaed 

gr0un4 below the Ine! or the old _in twmel but 1 t '~I1l. 
not be expeotecl to continue tor more thatl ;0 to 100 fe t. 
The oheapeat .. thad of teat1D& the reef below the lion. 
oxidation would be 1:11 di ...... d1'1111na. !he d 1'111 hot 
oould be arranged .0 that the, 'IfCIIIlld out the reer at a ~pth 
or 100 to 200 teet below the 1e.el of I,Jnch Cr.ek, j[Jl ~ 
event ot dl .. cad drlll1na be1n& ourled ClOt it 'IfOIlld pr lib 
be ne •• saarl to put dOWR the prelS• 'n•P l teat hol.. aant~ ~.a 
above em acoount or .. aUght UD.Certaint)' nth rel&1'4 to I . 

the actual posltlco ot the reet. . 

Caretul ocnalder.tlCl1l or the hi.tor)' or the aiJl. ~ 0lIl\ 
that large lWU or aOlle7 han been expended aDd that a .. 1 !\ 
candderabt. .. ~t of work has be_ carried OQt at 'Va1'~ 
tiM.. l1nt_t1matel7 .. oomplete return show1n& the t 
or gold 'IfGD cannot be obta1q4,but. as tar a. oan be 3u ed, , 
the aacunt expea4ed appears to CIOtwe1&h the •• tnal ret 
hom the aiDe. Ken.e .hould it be cI .. 14ed to gin t 
reef a further te.t1n& alCIDI the l.S.x.a 1D41.ated a'bGt'e t 
is .uue.ted tha' tueh work be oarriecl ClOt .. eoOD_a-...~ 
.. possible. J'Iuotheraore IUeb work mat be re.ardecl ftot\o·"'lw 
a. proa:rot1n&. attendant nth more than the ord1nar7 1' •• 
attaoh to auCh .enture.. 1 I I 
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(X.I. Pinuoane> Sgd. 
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