
MANGANESE DEPOSITS IN TASMANIA 

Deposits of Manganese ores are not common in 
the State and only two relatively unimportant ones 
are known to exist. Both occur in the north-western 
coastal district and range frombw grade manganese ore 
to manganiferous iron ore. The following notes are 
compiled from Mineral Resources, No.6. 

DIAL RANGE 

The Dial Range deposit occurs about five miles 
south of Penguin - a township on the coast. 

A belt of boulders and stones of ore traverses 
the northern slopes of Mt. Duncan in a general north and 
south direction. A shallow opencut, five feet deep and 
thirty feet long has been excavated in the deposit. The 
ore is covered by two or three feet of overburden, and 
its extent cannot be indicateduutil further prospecting 
has been conducted. It appears to be a sDr~tified 
rock, but its ~pde pf occurrence can only be determined 
after it has been further exposed. 

The indications are that the ore-body will be 
found to be of fair size. It consists of a mixture 
of various manganese oxide (mangani te etc) and manganiferous" 
iron ore , and its commercial value will depend largely 
upon the proportions of these present. Samples may be 
gathered of a medium to low grade manganese ore, while 
others show a manganiferous iron ore. Analyses are as follow:-

I II III 

Per cent ler cent Per cent. 
Iron 40.74 
Iron oxide 21. 9:5 
Manganese 16.23 
Manganese oxide 53.78 54.39 
Silica 8.20 4.00 
Alumina 6.67 
Lime, lIiagnesia etc. 6.81 
Moisture 2.00 0.80 
Sulphur 0.17 
Phosphorus 0.082 

1 • Specimens from past owners. Analyst. Government Assayer. 
" It" » 2. 

3. Solid samples from different places. Analyst Govern­
ment Assayer. 

I~ is seen from the above that the deposit rep­
resents a low grade manganese ore ranging into manganiferous 
iron ore. 

PENGUIN 
Impure manganese oxides occur on the beach at the 

east end of the township either in the form of a line 
of boulders or of the loose outcrop of a bed replaced by 
the manganese minerals, but until some work is carried out, 
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the point cannot be decided. It is stated that a 
good many years ago, a small quantity of ore was 

--broken and shipped, but the qullity was not up to 
expectation and the price was not satisfactory. 

Some of the ore consists of psilomelane (hydrous 
oxide of manganese) with a botryoidal exterior with a 
coating of hematite. 

Samples of broken ore were assayed by the Govern­
ment Assayer with the following results:-

Iron •................... 2.08 
Manganese •••••••••••••• }4. 50 
Silica •••.....••......• 32.60 
Phosphorus ••••••...•..•• O.07 
Sulphur ................. 0.15 
Moisture ................ o. 75 
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It is evidently a partial replacement of a siliceous 

rock, the silica content being excssive. The outcrop 
1s of limited size and the available quantity is probably 
small, so that unless further work should prove greater 
quantites and higher grade ore, the deposit has no value. 

Mines Department, 
Hobart. 
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signed P.B. NYE 
GOJERNMENT GEOLOGIST. 


