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After an examination of a shaft sunk in the 
vicinity , exposing two thin seams of coal at 15 feet 
below surface~ , Loftus Hills (Government Geologist) 
in 1920 reported that certain rocks at Musk Vale Estate 
represented Trias- Jura coal measures , and recommended 
the drilling of bore holes to penetr te the coal measures 
to ascertain the thickness and number of coal seams. 

This boring campai gn commenced in December 
1935 was designed to that end. 

The sites were fixed by Hr . J .B. cott, Secretary 
for Mines, several of which being in the positions marked 
out in 1920 by Mr . Hills , and the boring was carr ied 
out under his control and direction. 

Six holes were bored to a total depth of 833 
feet in all by means of the Department al surge Power­
drill and these are shown in their approximate pOSitions 
on t he accompanying plan. 

ections of e ch bore-hole are given in the t able 
belo\~ . 



NO 1 BORE 
Depth in titrata 

feet . Thickness 

0 to 34 34 

34 to 42 8 

42 t o 43 1 

43 to 61 18 

61 to 63 2 

63 to 105 42 

Total Depth 105 

NO 2 BORE 
Depth in Strata 

dtrata . feet . Thickness 

----- o to 8 8 

Mudstone 8 to 221- 1 

Conglomerate 

Mudstone 

Conglomerate 

14udstone 

feet 

22&to 201 

Total 
Depth 

1'78! 

201 

Strata 

Slay 

Sand-
stone 
Mud-
stone 

feet 

NO 3 DORE 
Depth in 
feet 

o to 16,t 

16t to 26 

26 to 

73 to 

110 to 

Total 
Depth 

73 

110 

1l;t2 

Strata Strata 
Thickness 

16t Clay 

~- ::iandstone 

47 Mudstone 

37 Sandstone 

32 dstone 

feet 



00 4. ORE 
Depth in 

o to 19 

19 to 144-

1lt4-to 155 

155to156 

156to 167 

167to 1 % 

186 to 215 

Total 
Depth 

",trata 

19 Clay 

125 Sandstone 

11 l-1udstone 

1 ciandstone 

11 Mudstone 

19 Sandstone 

29 11udstone 

215 feet 

o 5' BORE 

o to 

29 t o 

Total 
Depth 

29 

85 

Strata 

29 

56 

85 

NO 6 BORE 

dtrata 

Clay o to 4- 4- Clay 

.ud- 4- to 17 13 Sandstone 
stone 

17 to 85 68 Mudstone 

feet Total 85 feet 
Depth 



In no instance was coal intersected although the 
holes were drilled to an average de~th of 139 feet throu~h 
alt ernate beds of sandstone and mUdstone (probably shale, 
without passing into another ser1es of rocks . 

It seems probable that for the most part the bores 
were sited below the horizon of the coal seams as exposed 
in the s laft examined by Mr . Hills . 

The drilling campa1gn has proved that coal seams 
do not occur 1n the area bored between surface and the 
depths to which the drill penetrated . 

F. Bl ake 

Mines Department . 

HOBART . 
Jul y 31st, 1936. 


