
Arrangements having been made by the New Cata,Jaran 
Collieries Pty . Ltd. for several bore holes to be dril.led by 

eans of the ~:,ines Departrrent t s Surge Drilling Plant on an 
area to the north-west of main dip adit workin.,;s (I!ackenzie ' s 
workings), drilling was commenced on 4th June, 1936 and 
continued to 26th Septernoer of the same year . 

I t was desired to ascertain whether t_e Catamaran coal 
sea~ could oe located in a worxable condition to the north­
lest of wm t was considered to be a diabase dyke sho'.ving in end 
of ma i n dip adit. 

Two bore sites were selected by the Chief I nspector 
of .ines, No .1 Bore was located 11 chai s from north- east 
corner of old mineral section 8242/U ( noV{ included in 10471/ ,\ , 
leased to Catamaran Collieries Pty . Ltd . ) on a bearing of 2460 
approximately, and No.2 Bore at 3 chains fr om No . 1 Bore on a 
bearing of 2910 approximately . 

The details of the holes are as follows :-

No.1 Bo!'e Hole 

Prom fro 
Clay o feet 2 feet 

Thic,cness 
2 feet 

Sandstone 2 " 130 " 128 II 

!.mdstone 130 " 136 " 6 " 
Coal. 136 " 137 " 1 foot 

andstone 137 " 148 " 11 f et 

Diabase 148 " 203 " 55 II 

Sandstone 203 II 230 II 27 " 
Coal measures 230 " 250 " 20 " 

udstone 250 " 253 " 3 II 

Jeathered or 
decomposed crel 253 II 259 " 6 II 

IIudstone 259 " 272 II 13 " 
:;andstone 272 " 274 " 2 II 

ITo . 2 Bore Hole 

From 1'0 Thic_uless 

Clay 0 feet 8 feet 8 feet 

Sanlstone 8 " 150 II 142 " 
Coal 150 II 156 II 6 " 
l,:udstone 156 " 160 " 4 " 
Diabase 160 II 232 II 72 II 



elow 

These sections show tn~t in No . 1 Bor oole 
one foot of coal. was oJtained oet·een 136 ' and 137' in depth and 
tila t / 148 feet a thic .mess of 55 ' of diaoase v'as ~assed th 'ollbh . 
A section plan based on details of bores put do':m by the 
Catamaran Boring Co. Pty. ~td. in 1923 and 1924, others oy 
the Electrolytic Zinc Company, and the two latest oores, 
indicates that t e diab se represents either a f~ulted portion 
of t e main sill further west, a flexure of the main sill 
about the point of entry or a lovi dipping dyl{e. Immediately 
helowa depth of 253 feet in NO . 1 are hole a 6 feet thickness 
of carbonaceous matter, in the form of .eatnered or partl.y 
decomposed coal, was penetrated . This occurrence would appear 
to ~"epresent the CataJllsran seam which, at tnis point, is 
!ort hless . 

In No.2 Bore hole s coal seam, 6 feet thick, 
and penetrated between 150 feet from the surface, cor.8oponds 
(alloy/ing for the dip) .>1 th the upper seam of coal piecced in 
Po. 1 Bore hole . Dia ase e countered at a depth of 160 feet 
was not passed at bo'"tom of hole, but tl.e occurre ce ap.:B aI'S 
to correspond to the upper portion of the faulted or curved 
sill drilled in No.1 Bore hole. Difficulty in borinJ t.rough 
the diaoase was experienced and after 72 feet of drilling at 
a slo,/ rate the hole \ as abandoned. 

Altnough tne Catamaran seam, as disc1.osed in .:0 . 1 
bore hole, 'as .ound to De economically unsuitable, t e dri~~in~ 
campaign ~as insufficient to prove its general cn~racteri~tics 
over an area, and it is unfort unate that No .2 Bore fai1.ed to 
reach tnis coal sea~. 
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