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McCOY ' S PROSPECT 

LOCAT I ON AND AJCESS: 

f~cCoy ' s prosp ect is situated on Berridale 
Creek, 7t miles south- south-west of Liena. 

The area is accessible from Liena by means of 
a ~etalled road ( V D.L. Mid dlsex ~oad) for a distance of four 
miles south- \'resterly to Butler's timber mill. Fro'" this 
locali t y In::les ' pack trac., to u.n. Pelion is followed for seven 
miles to Field's property (320 acres - i . E. Field, Pur.) on 
Berridale Plains, through '''hich Berridale Creek flo",'s north­
westerly to join Forth. iver. The creek is t hen traversed 
for one mile dormstream to the : rospect. 

TOPOG-~HY: 

The chief topo. raphical feature of the district 
is r~presented by a high level plateau, standing some 3,000 feet 
above sea level, between the eeply incised valleys of Hersey 
:Uver t o the east ,and Forth. i ver on the west . Berridale Cree~;: 
flol's on an even c:,ade over Der idale Plains but on reac .i;lg 
the I_ster~ edge of the plateau plunges ehar~ly into a steep 
ni.;h IV lled valley to attain :::'ortn River level over a t.,o 'sand 
feet below. 

GEOLOGY: 

'I'he bedroc c of the area consists of light ­
coloured siliceous quartz ites. These rocks ass~~e a schi8tose 
character in places and are referred to the Pre - Cambrian era. 

The quartzites str i ke bet"leen 236 0 I?nd 262 0 and 
dip t owar ds the south-east a t high angles . 

Basal t flofls of Tert i ary age, and probaoly 
corresponding '.1i th tne older oasal ts of the S ta te, 0 ver 1 ie 
the Pre - Cambrian rOCKS about the plateau . The basalt is of 
no :reat thickness and it .'las been denuded in the vicini t'T of 
t:e deeper tributary streams. 

iRE "OLFRAM LOD:::: 

This occurs on the steep hillside above th~ 
left oank of Berriiale Cree~ . The lode consEts of an irregular 
replac ement of Q.uar tzite s by Q.uartz generally along the strike 
of the strata, bearing 236 0 and dipping 800 t o the south-east . 

At 3/4 of a chain from the stream alon, the trend 
of the lode, irregular quartz, interspersed with q.lartzites, 
outcrops over a wid t h of 20 feet. 

A shall , open cut on the north or foot"rall si"e 
exhibits a 'few minute p.::rticles of wolfram across three f'ee t 
of quartz in the face. Quartz on the spoil dump cont ins some 
l~r"e bl ades of the mine 'a1. No wolfram is visiole across tne 
remaining port ion of t.e lode, out ten f~et of solid '{{hite 
quartz uccurs on the hanging wall. side. 

The loie again outcrops about 40 feet to the 
west where quartz, 12 inches to 18 inches ,vide, sho IS a 1 ittle 
wolfram. At 1 0 feet f urther we st the lode appears to be dying 
out as only s i z inches of quartz is present with no vis ible 
mineralisat i on. 
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Eastward from the open cut irregular bands 
and patches of quartz, interspersed 7i t h quartzi te, outcrop 
at intervals as far as the ri nt oank of the ~ree~, at 7hich 
point traces of V/o.lfram are percept ib le over a few inches of 
erratic quartz . 

COHCLUSIONS: 

The lode ~oes not occur as a iefi ned fissure 
and has little continuity either in len th or .7idtn. The 
wolfram content of L.e lode appears to be extr mely 107 and 
furt.er development is not .larranted. 
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