
Looation and Aooesel 

This area is situatea at Cape Barren Ieland, 
on the south side of lount Munro Range, about t 1e upper 
reaches of Modder 'River. 

Aocess i6 by means of an unmetalled 1'0 d from 
"The Oorners" jetty 80utherly through the Reservation to 
within a half mile ot Thunder and Lightning BaT, where 
the oart-track deViates easterly and terminates at the 
workings in a total distance of 9 miles. 

TopographrJ 

The field oooupios the upper portion of a wide 
low-lying valley through which the stream known as "Modder 
River" flows, on a south-westerly oourse from its souroe 
between Moun~ Munro and Do~le Peak, to the sea at Thun4er 
and Lightning Bay. The tloor of the valley forma a plain. 
up to one mile wide, in which Modder River and its ~ranohes 
are entrenched to depths ranging from 20 to 50 feet. 

The northern limits of the plain conform with 
the bottom ot the steeply r1sing foothills of Mount Munro 
and DOUble Peak, while it 1s confined to the east and weat 
by high southern trending spurs of the same mounts1ns. 

History: 

Tin was discovered in this area prior to 1909, 
in whioh year Barrett and Graham produced the first market­
able product. At intervale eeveral attempts have sinoe been 
made to mine the tin, notably by Mansfield and part~ in 1918 
and again in 1934 DY Gardener and Barrett. 

A_out 1927 a small area in vioinity of the workings 
waa bored to an average depth ot 22 feet. It is said that 
the holee averaged 21 lb. of tin oxide to the cubic yard and 
that the beat resUlt for. single bore showed 12 Ibs. par 
cubic yard. The boring was instituted by private enterprise 
and resUlts are not ofti.ially recorded. It is estimated that 
to 1935, 10 tons of tin ooncentrates have been produced trom 
this area. 

GeolosY: 

The bedrook of the district consists of Devonian 
gran1te. It outorops on the hill slopes to the •• st and 
west of the plain and composes the whole of Mount Munro 
Range. Upper Tertiary tin-bearing dritts are spread over 
the plaIn to a maximum depth of 50 teet. In places the 
underly1ng granIte 1s exposed along beds of the stre.m.. 
Along the lower portion ot the valley towards Thunder and 
Lightning Bay the drifts give place to Tertiary sands and 
limestones. 

The Workiys: 

About the junct10n of the upper Dranches ot Modder 
River 210 aores ot land are laId as Mineral Leases in the 



names o~ Gardner and Barrett, and 2 acres (8310/M) are 
leased y O.J. and T.J. Barrett. In addition an area o~ 
!)pOO acres surrounding the lease. has been granted to 
G.D. Gardner for prospecting purposes. 

the area 
sluioed. 
the main 

No extensive workings have been carried out in 
and only two comper tively small ~aces havw been 
These ooour on a small tributary to the west ot 

streeun. 

The oldest wor ing exist within Section 11168/M 
o~ 80 acres, near t e south boundary or Seotion 11128/.M 
were the drifts cons i st of sands and quartz gr1ts w1th small 
pebbles o~ quartz, tourmaline, ca1rngorm and grsn1te in the 
bottom 187er.. The thickness of the deposit at th1s point 
is var1able but reaohes a maximum o~ 13 ~eet, and averages 
. feet, over the sluiced area, exteDlng ~or three chains long 
by one chain Wide. Granite is exposed in bottom of workings 
w1~1 a sl1ght dip o~ the surface to the east, and in places 
overlain by large deoomposed boulders of the same rock. The 
upper three to four feet of the drifts ere unconsolidated 
but the lower portion has become partly oemented. he latter 
was not worked in the early stages o~ mining in 1909 but in 
1934 was sluiced to bedrook. Tin oxide 1n association with 
ilmenite 1s oontained in the drifts from surface downwards 
but is more oonoentrated 1n the lower portion. It is reported 
locally that three tons of tin were won from these workIngs. 

At twenty ohains further south, along east side 
01' the oreek, other workings exist on 'cotion 8310/M or 
2 acres in extent, and leased by O. J. and T. J. Sarrett. The 
northern portion of these workings, now oaved, oonsisted 01' 
an ad1t and approach there to driven easterly into the low 
hillside ~or 75 feet. It is reported that 11 bags ot tin 
were recovered from drifts enoountered in the adit. 

South, and adjoining adit workings, a mall face 
sluiced by Archer produced one ton of tin oxide. 

Imm diately to t e south of the latter the newer 
workings ot the main ~.c. expose sands, grits and narrow clay 
. ends to a maximum th10kness of 20 teet. SmaJ.l pebbles of 
quartz, cairngorm, tourmaline, and "anite are dlstPl_utcd 
throulh the 10 er 19ht l' et, whi e some boulders up to 15 
inohes 1n size occur near granite )edrock. Quantities 01' 
tlne grained ilmenite alao oocur throughout the deposit. 
Some 01' the sands and grits in the upper portion are cemented 
to a slIght degree but not suffioient to interfere with 
sluicing. These workings extend for one chain and a 
quarter in length over a width of t of a chain and have 

een mined at ditferent periods. The grain size of the tin 
is genera:ny moderately fine, averaging 1/32 of an inch, but 
in placee ieces up to * of an inoh are found, sometimes 
adheriUi to quartz. It i reported that produotion from 
this fete amounted to 5t tons of tin coneentrates. 

The last mia1ng was carried out her. in 1934 
by t e present lessees who employed a Lanz tractor engin. 
of 16 h.p. to pump sluioing water to the f oe and also 
elevate the drifts to boxes. Although the maximum capaoity 
01' the plant was oonsidered to be 20 aubic yards per d87 the 
amount actually treated averaged 10 cu~ic yards per day and 
was found to be insufficient.for economic working. 



At time of inspection (1935) the le~e8 weFe 
enagaged in a vigoFouS hand-goring o~.ign o~er l.,ge 
portion. of their holdings. The first line of six holes, 
along the north boundary of Section 11168/M was oompleted 
and showed an average depth of 26 feet. 

uppl,vs 

Without oonserva on, water supplies for s uiolng , 
except on a emaIl sc Ie, are inadequate. short r from 
eaat branch of Modder iver conveys water to th southern 
face but Bupplies are not perennial and head pre.sure is 
lnauff181ent for sluiCing without pumping. Two other water 
rights have been granted, one eao from the ea&t and w at 

Fanches of the river, but races have not yet been construoted. 

To augment t e supply it will be neoessary to 
construct dams about the intakes of the proposed races. 

Mines Department, 
HOBART. 
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