
It IJ!THRACITE" OAL AT CATAllAlW! 

Il!TROOOqU91h 

The rollow1nc report 1s the r esult ot an 
examination ot ooal seam. at Oatamaran made 1n oonneotion 
with proapeotlng reoent17 undertaken by looal m1ner. In 
Government emplo,. 

• 
AlJout 1924, 1Ir. Geld, then lIanager ot Catamaran 

IIlne, had sunk numerous pUa In the 100alU" and, although 
It waa atated that .eams or "anthraolte" coal hat been 
re.,.eale4, more preo1ae intomatlon .. s not a.,.al1able. In 
the intervenlng years the prospect holes had oa.,..d but the 
spoil dumps stl11 showed amall quantltlea ot loose ooal and 
It was deolded to alnk turther holes to agaln expoae the 
aeams tor inspection and sampling. 

LOCATION AID AOQJ3S: 

The area la situated immedlate11 eaat ot oentre 
or the weat _oundar.r llne ot old seotlon 8879/11. 19 aores, 
later incorporated In 1~71/M, 400 aorea, and leased up to 
1938 b, New Catamaran Oolllerl •• Pt,. Ltd. 

Aooes. 1. galned by .. y ot the old tram route 
(2700/11) leaving Ho'bar't-Oatamaran road on ncrth .1de ot 
Catamaran Rlver, and prooeedi.ag to Catallal'an IIlne. From 

. there a traok deviates in a general .e.ter11 direct10n along 
an old tram route paat "Anthradte a41t to the area. 

THE COAL SPW!: 

Three •• ams, aeparated by bed. of blaok ahale., 
ooour at vertloal Inter.,.al. ot 10 to 12 t eet. 

(1) The low •• t or "Athraolte" .eam 1. partly exposed at 
interval. 1n .e.,.en pits over a dl.tanoe ot 15 ohaln. 
In a general north-weaterly direction. ~he be.t 
expo.ure ooour. at the ea.tern end in a pit sunt to 
a depth ot eteven teet and .how. the ~10w1.ag ssot10n:-
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Bright anthraoite ooal- 18 to 22 lach •• 

Proxlma\e aia17aes or aamplea ot the three 
portlons ot thls seotion, exoludlng mudstone bands, gave 
*eaulta as under,-



ae,. Bo. 

960 

section Oonstituents Per Cent 

Bottom 181t • 22" Moi..tliH at 10500 0.86 

Anthraoite ooal Volatll. matter 7.28 

Fixed carbon 

I 
Ash 

6.22 

5.64 

0.38 

Oalorifio Value 14,250 

I Sul.phU: 

r1tlah Thermal Units - FUel llatio 11.8 

Centre 4" 

Semi-anthraoite Volatile matter 

F1xed carbon 

Ash 

1.48 

12.68 

76.78 

9.06 

Sulphur 0.29 
Calor1f10 value 13.260 British Thermal Units - Fuel Ratio 6. 

lI.'op ion Moisture at 10500 1.70 

Sem1-bltuminuouB 
ooal Tol.tile matter 

Fixed carbon 

Ash 

. Sulphur 0.32 
Calorifio value 11.910 British Thermal Units - Puel ~atio 4.7 

The seam in this 100alitT dips to the north at 
about 1 in 4. 

In most wester17 pit the two thin upper bands ot 
ooal are absent. but the lowest (anthraoite) is exposed to 
a thiokness of 17". It dips at 1 in 4 towards the north­
east on a beu1ng ot 640 • this luting a disthot ohange from 
the dip directIon reoorded to the east. 

An "'11ses ot a sample taken at th1s point ,ave 
the tollowing resultl~ 

Re .!fo. Seotion Constituents Per oent 

171t Moisture at 105°C 1.32 

Anthrao1te coal VolatUe matter 4.20 
, 

l!'ixed o arbon 87.34 

Ash 7.14 

Sulphur 0.46 

Fuel aatio 20.7 
, 



(2) the aiddlo aeam i. approximately 4 teet ln thiokne •• 
aDd i. now -expo.ed ln one openlns onlJ, at one ohain north 
ot tbe .. stern BllthraoUe pit. 'rhe angle ot dlp and 
direotion are .imilar to that ot the "anthracl te" seam 
ln the looality. 'rhe latter underlies the middle seam 
trom whloh it it .eparatod ~7 19 to 12 teet or shales. 

'rhe tollowing relult waa o~tained trom treatment ot a 
sample taken aoros. the middle aeaml-

sectipn 

4' .. 

Bitumlnuou. 
coal 

Oonatituents 

Volat11e matter 

Plxed carbon 

Ash 

Suphur 

Puel Ratio 2.6 

Per oent 

2.92 

20.74 

54.80 

21.54 

0.32 

A band ot IIlUdstone it 1nche. in th1okne .. , .eparate. 
the m1ddle .eam trom an underqing bed ot coal, 9 inches 
thiok. 
(3) An upper .eam ot coal w1th th1ckness ot one root ls 
reportod to oTer11e tbe middle .eam ~ut th1. 1. not now 
exposed to Tiew. 

Prom the eTidence awal1ahle thea. ooal 8eama appear 
to contlnue without lnterrupt10n troa the - outcrop aa tar 
north as Wo.3 Bore hole at leaat, a di.tanoe ot about 18 
ohaine. In Bo. 3 Bore hole coal was encountered at 248 
teet trom surtace and thi8 point corre.ponda w1th the 
oalculated po.1tion ot the aeams, ua1ng a tip ot 1 1n 4 
as reoorded at outcrop. 

QOl!QLUSIOlI8: 

A .oam ot anthrac1te coal, outoropplng over a 
d1stanoe ot 15 cha1n. and extending along the dlp tor 18 
cha1n. has been proTed to exl.t. 

O1rlq to the ... n th1ckne.. ot the seam (17 to 
20 1nohe.) 1t 1. extremely doubtt\U whother tho ooal could 
be extraoted eoonaaloally. Great oare would be es.entlal 
to eneure the oTerlying ahale ••• OIDII ot whioh IINst neo-
e .. ar1ly be broken out in mining, are not aixed with the' 
anthrac1te. Mining woud entail operations by .., ot dip 
adU. at an angle ot 140 and pumping _sb would be hip. 

Apart trom the aboTe coneiderationa aarket. tor the 
partioular cla.. ot coal haTe ,et to be e.ta~li.hed. 
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