
GEOkQGIgAL REPORT ON PORT DAVEY ABBA J/ 
Introduction 

The recent visit to the Port DaVey 
district was made prim11arlly to obserVe and to report 
on the operations of Mr. H.E. Evenden and his party 
during the time spent by them in the expenditure of 
a Government grant of £300. The grant was made 
available for the purpose of prospecting for the 
source of Bitumen, fragments of which have, from 
time to time, been gathered from the foreshores . 

was 
was 

As supervision of these ope~~tions 
not a full-time occupation, a Geological Survey 
made of portion of the area. 

• 

The journeys to and from Settlement 
Point were made on the Fishing Boat, Nguna, Capt. S. Dale. 
The outward journey occupied the period 9th to 14th 
February whilst the inward journey occupied from 27th 
March to 3rd April . 

The Geological examination covered an 
area of approximately 90 square miles extending 1n a 
northerly direction from Davey Head to Hell's Gates 
and in an easterly direction from the West Coast, in 
the vicinity of Kelly's Basin to the northern br anch 
ot Deep Creek in the vicinity of Settl ement Point. 

As one object of the expedition was the 
supervision of prospecting operations directed towards 
the discovery of the source of Bitumen, reported as 
occurring on the foreshores, some time was occupied 
in their detailed examination. In this connection 
a compass survey of some nine miles of the eastern 
foreshore of Port Davey was made . 

Previous Reports 

There have been no reports written 
of the area immediately under yeview but previous 
writers have dealt with adjoining areas . 

Loftus Hills, M. Sc. Assistant 
Government Geologist, in Geological Survey Bulletin 
No. 18 published in 1914 deals with the oountry 
between Cape Sorell and Point Hibbs . 

W.H. Twelvetrees, Government Geologist, 
in Geological Survey Bulletin No. 24 published in 
1915 reports on the area between Recherche Bay and 
New River, Southern Tasmania. In that publication 
he refers to all the oocurrences of Bitumen known in 
the State. 

In Secretary for Mines report for 1918 
is published a Mines Department Circular "The Searoh 
for Pe1roleum in Tasmani.a" in which Port Davey is 
mentioned. 

P. B. Nye, M.Sc . B.M.E. , Government 
Geologist, in 1928 and in 1930 reported on Port 
Davey, dealing particularly with its southern section 
and the area eastwards towards Cox Bight . 

TopographY 

The greater portion of the area 
examined is occupied by Button Grass plainS and swamps . 
These are bounded by oomparatively high mountain ranges 
trending north-westerly to conform with the general 
strike of the rocks . The Davey river flows centrally 



111 a aoutiltrly 41l'eo101on throuch 1;he nonbent. porUoa 
of 1Ihe area 1;0 apty lin. Pon DaTe7. SeTeral .. 11 
nl' .... ch1d . of Whioh aro Blaokwatel' Oro. and Deop 
Oro., drain tho area. 

hOltCJ 

th. 0140.t rook. of 1;ho area aro a eerie. ot 
Quarid tea and Sohl.h I'Opft04 a. 110111« of Pr.-Caa'briaa 
apt th... rook. nl'1lte 1a a noftll.o.w •• torly cl1reo1;1oa 
and 41p in a g~neral nortb-.antrly 41rocrtioa 1r1t& 
oo1la1d.ra'ble looal Ya1'1aUoaa 1a botll .tJ'1ke and 41p. 
tho rook. ft1'7 oo"14ol'ably i. "t.nu. ana la ooapoai Uon, 
tho hip IlO1IIltunou. ooUll'b7 "lac ooapo... • ••• n1;ia117 
of Quart.u •• ana Quart, 8eld.ri. 1r1tb tllo l.wer .... py, 
lIuflo. Gra., lana .. lhow1ae 1110a Soh1 .. ta wi'tll a l .. eor "0"" of tho Quana. Uo .&!'ioU... On tho for.ahor. 
tho mol'o prGa1.eDt hoaalana, art Quarta.140 whil.1; .ott 
lIloa Sabin. are oXpO •• ' in tho ~ b8.1' oOOUl'riDg a. 
inl.t. fro. the RarbOlU'. 

I·eouIR°ok· 

OnlJ ftO outorop. of ip.ou. rock. w'l'e 
l'eoo>>404. ft. O1U'tla, the nonh-oanfl'n point of Bond 
:Bay and the aout"wodUll poiln of P8JllO lIay 10 ooapoaoa 
of Baalo Ip.eoa Rooko (Galllll'O) oeov.rriag a. a ooap .... U •• 17 
narrow ~e nr1k1ag 1n a norih-w.norly 41l'oo1;1oa. 1118 
north-we,t,rly enenoion t.1toYtred ln 1;ho Button Gra •• 
pla1u. A. a1a11ar thoU&h _Uer .DC~renoe ft. noto' 
about .0 chaine we.t trom Potzn Ourtt. on tho nortllorn 
ohor. of Bond Bay ana on a II1II&11 i.land a fn ohaine 
froa tho ahoro. 

a.0en1 aoai'tnt • 

On the ean.m tOl'.thoro. of Port Da.oy ana 
about a 1I11e 1;0 1;he north of Ooffln Creek there are 
oHurl'enc .. of 1'00en1; Hdlae1;. OY'l'lylag 1;ho .obi,b. 
'lh •• o .0aiaQ,t. are ln plao •• upwart, of 40 fori 1. 
1;hiokn.o. and 000lU' a. till1ace of old 'YaUoy, 1h the 
tbhtrit. fheir lateral enant lnland hat no1; 'boe. 

- ciriol'llinoa.. tilo r .. or ••• Uon ot tho •••• 41Jion1;., 
4 toot in thlc1m .. a 18" ooaclOlloraUo ln naturo but 
1;o.1;lDg failod to 410010.0 any minoral. of eooaomio yala. 

Eoonolll1o GeoleR 

U wa. reported that :ai tUlan and Rutile 
occurre' a1 Pori DaY,Y • . 

the ~olosloa1 ,rta.noe ill aofi~'hly agaillri 
the OOf\U'Hnoe of :BU._ .'G Port Da .... y. boopt for 11e 
l1a1 t04 &l'ta' of .rocent .. timonh to lIo toud on tho 
oanom eorU of Pon Da'Y07 and "he ftO .. U oocur ..... 
of Ipoou. rooko at BOlld B8.1 the whole of tho aroa 1. 
oooupied b7 Quanalt .. and Sobin. of Pro-Cambrian age. 
Wha' BlwaeD hat boon WOD froa Port DaYoy haa alwayo 
boan found on the forothoro. ae flPapon"o .oao of wh10ll 
hayo been reportod 1;0 wolgh approxt.ately ODe ~oa­
wolght. th.ro hat boon no 41000 •• 1'7 of :Ii'blaon in .it •• 
Prtyioua wri1;01'o hayo all una" a aritt 1;hoo1'7 for 
U. ooourranoo. A11;hough U ft. ropono4, taae41do1y 
prior to thh lnyo.Upt1oD, tha1; trap,n", of :atUllon 
were planUtully dinribu",,' ••• arch of '\he fo .. o-
.horo. during tho 1nn.Upt1oD failed 1:0 ro ... eal 
any frapenb of :aitaen. the pr'oepeoting party 
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which •• a1110 p .... n" a't Pon Da"'7 repor'tec1 'the 
find1 .. or on1J o~ pr.co or Bl"uaon or ' Which 'the weiJh't 
would bo app~~'t'l1 4 os. 

Ru"'l. ocoura 1Q l1m1'ted qQ&n'tl" •• a' 
•• .,oMl point. alona ~ 0 ... ' or Pon Dan7 • 

.... a creek about; one .u.. 'to the DOr'th 
., cottia CI'Hk &004 q_l1 Q nUl ••• won r~ .ah 
abou. , t •• , 40.p. '1'lUt nUb 1a ~1'."'aa1ned aDd weU 
1'01UI4e4. 

J'I'oa ~ Ml'th .... ltl'allCh or Blackwat.r 
Oreek riD,e.i.ll'Iline4 nUl .... 1rOIl rl'GJa uallow aah. 

1'..- a oreek tlow1q Ui"o ~ 80MheJll 
.140 or Do_ Ba7, pod q_l1 toT ru'il' a ... n. 

III ... 1 ... ne. 'tilt l'IlUl. 1. ot po4 qual! ''­
all4 gJ'a1 n alao. hr~. pre.peot1Ja& ". ne ..... ., 11.01"010. 
INUablt uto_n .. as '- q1lUlut,- na1laltJA 00\11411.. 
o'b~1JIec1 In'hml ••• ~ ..-4., .t ~. ~ a .... .,..104 b7 
tho p ..... " ".Una. la _1'O'ft4. U 1. ub'truJ. w.o'th •• at; 
l'Ul1J\g plt1, •• the lI1uft1 00\114 11.. pl'Otl abq won. 


