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General Geology -

The Tasmanite shale seam is interbedded with 
the rocks of the Permo-Carboniferous and occurs at a horizon 
between the Lower and Upper Marine Series . Generally, this 
horizbn is represented by fresh water sediments containing 
seams of coal or carbonaceous shale, but the Tasmanite seams 
occur under marine conditions. 

As a re~ult of large intrusions of dolerite, 
with associated faulting, combined with subsequent denudation 
of the overlying rocks and sometimes the shale seam, the 
Permo-Carboniferous rocks occur in a number of more or less 
separate blocks at different altitudes, the blocks being 
separated and bounded by dolerite intrusions and faults 
respectively. 

Ithough the Mesozoic dolerites do not out­
crop in the immediate vicinity of the shale outcrips , t hey 
can be observed on the main Waratah Highway about one mile 
south of the Oohah settlement . 

There is an exposed thickness of approximately·· 
400 feet of pebbly mUdstone overlain by at least 300 feet of 
basalt . It is apparent from the disposition of the known 
outcrops that considerable block faulting has taken place so 
that no idea of the stratigraphicaa thickness exposed can be 
obtained .. ithout detailed mapping. 

The highest shale outcrQp occurs about 2,0 
feet below the base of the basalt, and the most northerly 
another 100 feet lower, 

The deep soil cover and heavy growth of 
bracken render the matter of tracing the shale outcrop very 
difficult particularly in the vicinity of the edge of the 
basalt ~here large slump areas have developed . 

Although it has been established that the 
shale horizon occurs about 600 feet above the basal conglomerate 
seties in the Latrobe area , the relat ive position of the seam 
in relation to the bas 1 conglomerate series so well developed 
in the Hellyer Gorge Just south of the Oonah rea s not 
established during the preliminary investigation nd owing 
to the disappointing results obtained in sbdft sinking, t he 
matter of the southerly extension of the shale below the 
basalt as not investig~ted furthe r. 

Economic Geology -

The shale seam outcrops in a small creek 
flowing in a northerly direction through the above land blocks . 
Dip readings suggest a southerly dip of about eight degrees; 
therefore, if the hale seam pe rsists in a northerly direction 
without serious faulting then a considerable area of the seam 
would be denuded awa y, but it is known that some block 
faulting has taken place a lthough the actual amount of dis­
placement is unknown. 

Four grab s ples taken from outcrop material, 
No . 1 sa~ple being the only one actually broken from an out­
crop, during t he preliminary investigation, indic ted that 
oil-shale of average gr~de could be anticipated. The following 
results show the lndicated oil yield obtained when the samples 
were examined in the Department of Mines Laboratory, Launceston:· 
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