
SULPHUR RESOURCES OF TASMANIA. 

Tasmania . althoUib possessing no deposits ot 
native sulphur. is rich in sulphide minerals and several 
operating mines produce or cou1d produce an iron sulphide 
concentrate. Sulphite. ot 1ron, notabl7 pyrite and 
to a less extent pyrrhotite are widely spread in Tasmanian 
rocks butppssible economic deposits ot these appear to 
be coufine~ to West Cosst areas . 

!he main souroe ot production is. and has been. 
trom Ut. Lyell trom wherc about 40.000 tons ot iron 
pyrites is shipped annually. For a few years production 
was ma1ntained traLthe Chester Uine where large deposits 
close to a railway await further development. A few 
mines of the Zeehan District have produced pyr1te in 
small quantities. Ao the Risdon works of the Electrolyt1c 
Zinc Compa.n;r. su1phur1c acid is made trom the sulphur 
contained in zinc concentrates. Portion ot these 
zinc concentratefl result trom the milling ot the Read -
Roseoery ore but the pyrite content of this ore. estimated 
at 31~ is RIlowed to remain in the tailings. At Renison 
Bell. tin oxide i s obtained trom large ore-bodies ot which 
pyrrhotite is the prinoipal metallic mineral. A 
concentrate consisting largely ot pyrrhotite is removed 
by flotation and a~lowed to run to waste. At Ut. Bischoff. 
are large bodies of pyrite. nyrr.10ti te and marcasite but 
durtng the long lite of the mine. these have nev r b,een 
utilised in sulphur production. 

The only Tasmanian mine that has been worked solely 
tor pyritep is t Cheater Mine. which is situated near 
the summit of Ut. Kershaw, within a mile of the Emu Bay 
Railway at a point 63 miles t ram the Port ot Burnie. The 
ore body is lenticular in form and coincides in strike 
and dip with the enclosing sohists; that i s striking at 
100 to 200 east ot north and dipping 0 the south ea~t 
at 600 • The thickness o~ the lenses vRrles ~rom 20 
to 280 ~eet and the1~ horizontal lc~{th on the surtace. 
~t the main worki~ has ~een proved to exceed 600 teet. 
lhe ore 1s pyrite in a gangue of pyrophyllite and quartz 
with some barytcB and calcite. The dip ot the ore 
body coincides with that ot the surface ot the hill and 
the pyrite has Oeen mined by open cut methods. Production 
during the peL'iod 1909 - 1913 8.1JI"unted to 36,964 t ons 
of pyrite conta1l11ng an aver'age sulnhur content ot 37. '2!1.. 
McIntosh Reid, in 1918. estimated th~ ore reserves as 
2.800,000 tons containing over 20% sulphur. 

The Mt. Cleveland Mine. in tile paat . hac been a 
producer ot tin and is situtated a m le south ot the ten 
mile peg ot the Waratah - Corinna Road. ~he ore bodies 
are ot tissure - replacement tY pe; the fissures being 
filled with tin-bearing pyrite and the much larger 
replacement deposita, which extend to 20 or 30 teet on 
either side of the tissures, being mainly composed ot 
pyrrhotite. Th" trom a sulphur point of view the main 
sUbstanoe is pyrrhotite. Carey has estimated the 
probaole o~reserves as 197,000 tons . These ore ot 
course. reckoned as an ore of tin, so that reserves as 
an ore of sulphur should be larger. 
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Another ore deposit which is similar in 
character to that at Kt. Cleveland. but which ie situated 
in more 1naccessible countr7 1s that at Kt. L1ndsar. 
No r oad 1s wonstruoted aIlYlrhere near th1s 10cal1t7 
which 1s reached by a pack track going north west ~ram 
Renison Bell. The lodes. again are o~ the replacement 
~issure type and IIGInton Re1d has estimated the 
pyrrhotite are resei'ves at about 10,000 tons, all of 
which could be won by open cut min1ng. 

ame of the mines of the Zeehan and Comstock Field 
are lac t ed in a pyritic belt ot the ore bodies and 
pyri te l odes at: the f1ssure -replaceil\ent type containing 
various valuaole metals llave been worked 1'01' silver, 
l ead , copper etc. . Same of the mines, nowever, have 
been producers at: the more humble iron pyrites. In 
the' .arly years or the century ~ pyr1 tc f or the 
manufacture of sul phuric acid was regularly exported 
from Mr. Bruces tribute on the low grade pyrite­
stannite-o aloopyrlte ore of t e Oonah Uine. This 
mine is aituated juot 0 'teide th townahip of Zeehan. 

Between 1918 1921. a few hundred tons o~ 
iron pyrites were produced fram the Kynance and .,usani te 
Minea at offi3tock. These two mines lie on eit er 
side ot' t a ... rial larbour oad Ith1n (l mile of 
1t three miles from Zee~ At the Sussnite mine 
are two p rallel pyritic 10 e the we terly of which 
1s 16-18 feet 1n 1I'1dt The i3nance lodos n'.Jar the 
s~ace are composed mainly of magnetIte bUt doubtless 
in depth more pyrite occurs. 

Sev~ otner ml nes 1n the p rr1tic belt at Zeehan 
are pot n tial p rite pro(1ucers. Of these . the Queen. 
Mt . Zeehan .>ind Zeehan een DUnes may be mentioned. 

In addition to Renison ell. there are several 
other 10ca11 t1es in the orth Dundao leld . wh re 
former compa ,ies once worked pyrIte and pyrrhotite 
bodies f or the recovery of ti Mos~ of th sulphides 
occur in f1s3ure lodes up to se ~eral fe~t in width . 
but replace~ent oodles do ocour. ~uch f onner compan1es 
8S the Central. Montana. Dreadnought Boulder etc. worked 
iron sulph1de deposits for the l' covery o~ tin. 
However. no ore bodies are as accessiole and none 
pr obably as exten 1ve as those at Renison Bell. 

~our miles soutn of Penguin in Nor th western 
Tasmania occur errat10 bodies of iron pyr1tes. These 
bodies are replacements .r Cambr1an a l ate - Quartz1tes 
near the boundBl'7 or an intrusive 1118110 of IJltvonian 
porphyries. Some SB1!lp11ng over widths of aoout ~1ve 
feet in an open cut showed a 2o,C sulphur content. 
These deposits however. seem too small ~ errat1c tor 
the1r exploitat10n as ores of sulphur. 

CONCLUSI ONS. 

The only souroe o~ sulphur being exploited in 
Tasmania at present is the iron pyr1te from Mt. Lyell 
of which some 40 ,000 to 50.000 tons i s snipped 
annual ly from the port of Str~ Lack of sh1pp1ng 
space precludes the export of all the pyrite obta1ned 
from the Lyell orea and many thousands of tons of this 
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is stock piled annuell¥. Pyri te is not saved at 
Roseber,v but i8 allowed to remain in the tailings whilst 
a concentrate consisting largel¥ or pyrrhotite i s 
allowed to run to waste at Renieon Bell. Lar ge 
depoaits or pyrrhotite and pyrite, containing tin 
ocour at the Mt. Bisohoff, lit. OleTeland and lit. Lindeay 
minea but the latter two are rather inaccessible. 
Perhaps the beat source of sulphur 1n Tasmania is the 
large body or pyrite, situated cl.. to the Emu Bq 
Rallway and 63 milee f'rom ,the ,ort or Burnie, known 
as the Chester Mine. 

8181184: Terenoe D. Hughes, 
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