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tBl stMtHBLAlfE. IDA BAY AJ!D CATAMARAN CO.u.nILDS 

Purlne the p.rlod 18th to 27th F.bruary, 
a vi.lt w .... d. to the Str.thbl.ne, Id. Bay .nd 
C.tamaran Co.ltl.ld. to deteralne wheth.r or not 
further pro.pecUnc tor coal was .d.1 .. bl. and 
wheth.r an econom1c return could be won trom further 
d ••• lopment of the fleld •• 

the fleld. have b.en the subject matter 
ot maDT report., the e.rll •• t of which .ppe.r. to 
ha.e been writt.n in the year 1902 when W.B. 
twelvetree. r.ported on the .tate ot pro,r •• s .t 

25 

Cata .. r.n and Id. B.y. In hi. report on Cat.mar.n, 
twel.etre •• r ef.r. to ·old work1nes" so that developaent 
of the field coaaenced at .n ••• n earli •• dat •• 

the coalfl.ld •• r •• ltuated In the county 
of Xent In the south-e.st.rn part of t .... ni. and ar. 
acce.slbl. by road troa Hob.rt, .1. Do.er, In frca SO 
to 70 aile. o.er the HUon Dllhway. the f1814. are 
al.o r •• dl1y .cc •• slbl. by water .1. the Derw.nt Rl.er 
and pllDtreo.ste.u Chann.l o •• r whloh, until comparatlvely 
recent y •• r., ao.t ot the 10od. were tr.nsport.d by 
Rl •• r Stea,aft' •• 

Till mpgMg CQ,u,finp. 

the Str.thbl.n. Co.lfleld I., the mO.t 
northern ot the three f181d.. It is situated trca 
one to two all •• w •• t trca the Doyer-Ha.Unc. ro.d 
and north ot Creekton Creek .t • dlst.nce ot .bout 
tl •• and • halt mil •• trom the tewn ot Do •• r. Old 
tra".y" pre.lou.ly u.ed tor tran.port .r. now In • 
dec.yed condition and the last aile or IIOre w.s done 
by toot o.er • marah1 pl.ln. 

tl ttle had been said ot the Str.thblaae 
field prlor to the year 191~ wh~n t.elvetr.e. pUbllshed 
Geological Survey Bulletln 10.20 "the Cat.mar.n and 
Strathblane Coaltleld. and Coal and Li"stone at Ida 
BaJ". 

At that t1lle soa. 640 .cre. were held by 
H.l. Colbourn •• mininc 1...... In his report 
Twel.etree. stat •• that ·Coal wa. found her. .1x or seven 
y •• r. • The min. w.s then Idl. ·pendlng .n atteapt 
to s.cure capltal tor the enterprl •• •• 

Analyses -quoted In Bulletin 20 .how that 

Fixed Carbon rallies trca 
Vola til. HYdrocarbon 
bh 
o1stur. 

••• 
••• 
••• 
• •• 

Por the prep.ratlon ot "the Coal Re.ources ot 
tasmania- publish.d In the y •• r 1922, A.K.Reld in 1921 
exallllned the Str.thbl.ne t1eld. H. r.cord. that th • 
•••• are. ot 640 .cre. was leased to H.l. Colbourn and 
describes the tew worklngs then open for inspection. 

At the present t1ae .11 the worklncs .re In 
• coll.ps.d condition and there 1. no pos~lbl11ty ot 
obtaini~ tirst hand information rel.tive to the coal •• ams. 
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'1'h. accoapaD7ing pbn .how. that the 
working. are r.ached by tollowlng a track cut by the 
Poreatr7 Depart .. nt. '1'his track continu •• pa.t the 
work1ng. at l ••• t a. tar a. the top ot the ridge where 
1 t .eets • ..cond tr.ok trendiDi .outherly. 'I'h • 
• outhern .xt.nsion ot thi. track wa. toll ... d to a 
branoh ot Cr •• kton Cr •• k wh.r. tnrth.r collap •• d 
working. "1". • •• n. 

The summit of the ride. i. oompo.ed ot 
Dol.rit. and th.r. i •• ta1rly dl.tinct chanc. in 
grad. wh.r. the Dolerit. i ••• t on .ach t.ll ot 
the ridg •• 

It 1. possible that the Dol.r1t. i. 
occurring in the tora ot a dTEe. '1'h. toll owing 
intol'lllation ,i .... n in an inter ... 1 .. w1th ••• J. 1I'or.ter, 
who held the la.t 1 •••• in torce on the fi.ld, ei ... e • 
• n eye-witne •• r.a.on for the closinc of the .ine. 

lI'l"oa the intormation ,iven it was g.thered 
that the la.t op.ratinc eoap.~ on the fl.l4 ca.menced 
work in 1926 with a capital ot £6,000. Athr 01.ar1ng 
o .... rrrown track. two adit. w.r. dri .... n in • .outh-
w •• t.rly d1r.otlon tro. the .. st.rn .lop.. ot the 
.ountain. 1'h. tir.t adit w.. driven as a CIlO •• cut tor 
a distanc. ot 90 t.et to cut the co.l •••• and was then 
continued on the dip ot the co.l tor • d1.tanc. ot 70 
r •• t wh.r. Dolerlte wa ••• t. '1'he •• oond .dlt, .t • 
low.r .ltitude, wa. clrinn hom .urt.o. on the dip ot 
the •••• but it .1.0 .ncount.red Dol.r1t.. ,. pr .... iou. 
working. hoa the ... tern .id. ot the h111 had .1.0 
encountered Dolerit. the CompaD7 c ••• ed op.rations. 

In 1932 •• sra. Bend and Qepp .oquired a 
ti ... e-.cre 1 •••• cover inc the principal workinr. and 
continued aining tor. short p.riod, chi.ny by rellov1nc 
the pillara l.tt by th. coapaD7. 

In 1933 the tiv.-acre 1 •••• wa. tr.n.t.rred 
to •• J. Forst.r who held it till the year 1936 wh.n the 
lea •• b.cam. YOi4. 

It would th.retor. appear that only a 
li.ited •• ount ot coal would b ..... al1.bl. b.tw •• n the 
outcrop and the Dol.rit. 4TEe and wOllld not Justity the 
.xp.nditur. n.e ••• ary . to open up a new ~lne. 

It wa. also sugg •• t.d that the marahy nat 
cro •• ed In arriY1nr at the .1n., .. y al.o carry coal 
...... Th.r. is l1ttl. doubt that the und.rlylng 
strata would b. .and.tone. whieh .. y conta1n eoal .ea •• 
but only borinc would yi.lt any confirmation ot the 
pre •• nce ot coal there. 

The 14. Bay Coalti.14 is situated in the 
south-.a.t.rn corner ot '1'.s .. o1a about tour ail.. .outh­
we.t tro. Southport. 'I'he.ina workinc •• 1". situated 
about 5 chains we.t or the Ra.tinc.-Cockle Creek Boad 
at a point about a .11 •• outh hom the Lun. Rlnr 
Cro.sing. 'I'h. area i. theretor. readily acce •• ible 
by road trom Robart ft di.tane. ot approxi.ately 62 
.iles. Th. ar.a 1. al.o reasonably acce.sible by water 
tor the present loading .tag. used by the Au.traJan 
Commonwealth Carbid. work. i. situated within 1f .ile. 
ot the .in •• 



The earlie.t reterence to the Ida Bay 
Kine wa. one by W.R. !Welvetree. in 1902 when he 
m.ntioned a dip tunnel driven westerly in a dip 
ot 4QO at the entrance to the tunn.l. In 191~, 
Geological Sur.,.y Bulletin lfo. 20. 1'wel .... t? •• 
stated that the seam dipped south-westerly at an 
anele ot 100-,, 0 • "Its thickne •• at e~out S0-6o 
ya~. in 18 ~ ft. It has been tollowed down on 
the dip tor that d1stance and has been per.istent 
in charact.r with not more than a band or two an 
inch ot sO thick". 

Analyses quot.d show a range ot -
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11xed Carbon trom •••• 5~. ~~ to 6~. 3~ 
Volatne. • ••• H.%~ to 2 • ~ 
,sh •••• 1'. 8~ to 17.~5'~ 

o18ture •••• '.5"'~ to 3. 8~ 
Sulphur one analysis •••• O."'5~ 

Twelv.tre.s SUCge.ted that the high Fixed 
Carbon and comparatively low Volatile matter was due 
to proximity ot the dolerit ••• 

Durtar the p.riod at investigation prior 
to the publication ot "'fha CMl Re.ources ot Ta ... n1a", 
A.)I. Reid reported that "none at the openines were 
accessible at the time ot this investication". 

Durine the pre.ent investigatio~ thr.e 
collapsed adits were located, two ot which could 
yield no information at all. In the third adlt, 
although collaps" at the entrance so ... ix teet 
ot coaly material was visible. Three ... ples were 
taken. !he visible coaly material Was the upper 
section ot a seam ot which the lower section had been 
worked by dip tunnel. The old tiabers ot the original 
tunnel were just visible above the level ot the tallen 
earth. Below the visible coal there was about 2 teet 
ot shaly material. 

he section ot the seam which Was visible 
was recorded as tollowsl-

Indetinite root below Pelspathic sandstones. 

Sample - 3 ( ... ins. coal 
( 9 ina. coal 
( 6 ins. COal 

No band. visible but 
cIeaYage at these points 
is stronc. 

Sample 2 

Sample 1 

( ina. coal ( '} ins. PUC band 
( iruI. brown band 
( in.~ Flaky coal 

... " Clay band widens to 12 ins. to south. 

( 3 in •• flaky coal with 2 penny bands 
( ... iruI~ band coal 
( 2 ina. tlaky coal 

(c 1 in.. Brown band 
5 ins.. Coal 

( 1~ ins. Brown band 
( 3 iruI. Bright coal 
( 1 In.. Brown Bancl 
( 2 In •• Bright coal tairly .ott 
( 11 in.~ clean coal talrly hard 



4. 

sea •• 
Shal, floor betw .. n the two sectIons ot 

the •••• dIps to 2600 at 100. 
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No •• ctlon ot the .... .ctuall, work.d 
could b. obtain.d but 11: is condd.reel that the two 
••••• tOletber make up the on. .ea. which In the 
"Co.l Resourc.. ot t a ... nl." has be.n ret.rred to 
as the Delta S .... 

It that 1. the c.s. the s.am 1. the ~n. 
belnc workeel b, aost oper.ting co.l alne. In 
'fa.manle. 

Th. adlt. have b.en drlv.n In • west.rly 
dir.ction troa cr •• k l.v.l. !h. .e.a dIp. westerl, 
at about 10 d.cr ••• so that It 1. t •••• bl. to b.llev. 
that the aine was fairl, w.t. I can trac. no reason 
tor the alne olo.inc down .xcept that It wa. orlelnell, 
op.ned up as part ot a .che .. , whIch neYer materi.lised, 
for the manufacture ot oaMn1:. Dol.rlt •• do not occur 
on the surtac. for at leas1: • quarter ot • aile to the 
west. Th. .and.tone riae •• heaa of the a.lt rl ••• to a 

Acb1: of about 1~0 f.et. 'l'h. sandston. are. has been 
mapped prevlou.l, by Mr. Ev.r.rd .nd ext.nd. tor • tot.l 
ot .bout on. and a halt al1.s In • .outherly dIrection 
wia.nine In the .outh to .bout • aile. 

the ar.a 1. on. whIch .. y ,l.ld r •• ults fro. 
further prospect Inc. 

A lIn. ot bores westward tro. the old adit. 
would quickl, r •••• l whether or not the co.l continu •• 
a. .n unbrok.n •••• and would indlcat. wh.th.r or not 
fUrtber work on the .outhern .xt.n.lon of the .andston. 
i. w.rr.nt.d • 

• a 'l'welv.tre •• in 1915 recorded • ~ ft. seam 
ot co.l .t 50 to 60 ,ard. in the .dlt soae work seems 
3ustin.d. 

Co.l has bean r.corded troa po.itions turth.r 
south that C.t.mar.n, but as no d.v.lop •• nt has t.k.n 
place th.re, the Cet ... r.n Co.lfl.1d b.co •• s the ost 
southern co.lti.ld ot the st.t •• 

'fh. Catamar.n Co.l .ine 1. situat.d on Swampy 
Cround .bout one .11. w •• t froa the Ha.tinc - Coekl. Creek 
Road about • quarter ot a .11. north troa the Catamaran 
River. It Is th.retor. rea.onably accessIble by road 
although throuchout Its op.ratlon the prOduct of tbe min. 
was shipped either troa the mouth of Cataaaran River or 
froa lYerol Point .t R.chereh. Ba, to whIch points It 
wal conv.,.d ov.r tramw., •• 

Th. history ot the Catamar.n Coaltield dates 
back at l •• s t to the ,ear 1902 wh.n 'l'welv.tre •• report.d 
on th.t .nd the Ro •• Gl.n Co.p.nl •• ' holdIngs. At that 
t1aa tw.lvetr ••• sugg •• ted thet advl.abillty ot pro.pectlng 
the higher ground and tb. po •• ibility of .e.tlng DolerIte. 
In the underlround working •• 

Se.eral att.mpt. have .1nee be.n mad. to work 
the holdin~. and althougb some suce •• s has been obt.lned 
In dev.loplng the .r.a It 1. doubtful wbether the work 
was econo.ie.lly su.cesstul. 



It is on record that 10 1927 and in 1932 
the Goverement was approached for financial 
assistanc •• 

It has b •• n suggested that s.v.ral tactors 
were responsible tor the tinal closing ot tbe ai08 
but It is almost certain that the unstable nature ot 
the ground coupled with the occurrenc. ot dol.rite 
dykes in th workings were the principal tactor. 
which caused the olosur •• 
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80.e boring has been carried out in the 
vic1n1ty of the workings the earliest being done in 
1903 and the latest in 1931. Littl. ot this boriO! 
was placed to prove the extension ot the field and most 
Was placed in elose proximity to the workings. 

Th. 8in. op.rated Interaittently betwe.n 
1905' and 1939 the loo« •• t continuous period ot operations 
bein& trom 1925 to the tinal closur. in 1939. During 
that period an amount ot 113,000 tone ot coal were 
produc.d ot a total production froa the 8ine ot 119,000 
tons. 

,. previously stated the aine is situated 
on .. ampy «round a little to the north ot the Catamaran 
Riy.r. To the north and .est ot the aine higher ground 
occurs with sandston.s rising to h.i«hts approachin& 400 
teet. 

To the we.t of the workin&s and clos. to the 
river DolerU. oeeurs at a relatively low altitud.. In 
a westerly direction the dol.rite continues and lains In 
altitude over a distance approxiaatin& a aile when it 
trends norther17. There Is little doubt that close to 
the river t~e dolerite is transgressive with respect to 
the sandstones but where the northerly trend occurs it is 
either 10 sill foraation or has reached its present 
positionds the result of faulting • .. 

Th. ain. working. are at pr.sent in a 
collapsed condition but the approach.s to thr.e dip 
tunn.ls w.r .... ft. These have been driv.n in a north­
west.rly dir.ction and the dip is ot the ord.r ot 10 
d.,r.... Bear the riv.r and westerly troa the main dip 
tunn.l are reaains ot old workings. In parts the openings 
have the app.arance ot collapsed workings and are suggestive 
ot adit. driven only a tew teet below surtace in a 
southerly direction. 

All the mining leases have b.co.e void and 
the only t.ne •• nt in force i. a licence to search for coal 
ov.r an area of 200 acr.s. !his licence i. held in the 
naa •• ot M.M. Roche and A. Lancaster. It is situated 
nort~.t of and adjoining old leas. 8242/M. It has 
a t.nur. ot 2 years from the 24th August, 1951. 

The ori,inal area at Catamaran .. y b. 
r.,arded as havin& b.en work.d out. Th. area of higher 
ground to the westward of the workings ~s still to be 
prospected. Should coal be di.cover.d there it is 
doubttul whether a suitable large area would occur unless 
it can be proved tha\lhe dolerite occurs as a Sill. 
Adjoining the river the available coal is limited to what 

is lett after the shallow mini ng operations. 

Dept. ot Mines. 
11th UBrch, 1952. 

H.G.W.Keld M.Se 
CHIEF GEOLOGIS't 


