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'rHE ALBERTON GOLDPI§T.D 

EYer slDee 1883 when gold was tirst produced 
at Alberton. it has been confldentlT expected that this 
tield would deyelop lnto Tasmanl.'s toremost gold 
producer. but although IIIaDJ' _11 rich shoo"t. in a 
n\llUer ot Yein sTste .. haYe been worlted. thte prOllliBe 
has Deyer been fultilled. HoweYer. tb1. 18 probablT due 
to the w .. k pol lOT ot deYelo~nt undertaken bT the 
operatlag oompanies and ln a tield such a. thi •• a .troag 
deyelo~.tal polioT should be aore important than the 
immediate stoplng ot rlch shoot •• 

In 1883. Thureau wrote hls flrst report on the 
tield and slnee then. at lnterYals ot ten Tears or so. 
it has been Yl8ited bT lD8DT pologista. It ls mall7 
Tears now slnee much aetiye minlng haa been oarrled on. 
and. ln the meantiaae adits haYe tallen In. workings 
collapsed aD4 tilled wl th water, outorop. and du.ps, 
haye been conoealed bT heaY7 growthe ot blaoltberrles and 
b~aclten and _n' s alnds haYe become hazy and OTer~ 
opt1m1stl0 in e.tlmat~on ot gold yalues. In thls 
report. theretore. I do not propose to glye a detailed 
aeoount at lndlYidual worlt1ag •• This has been done betore 
when th~ vere tar ore aooea.lble. Rather would I 
attempt to adTaDCe ' ome theoriee ot the orlgin ot the 
mineralization and t he possible looatlon ot tuture 
payable depo.it •• 

It maT be worth while, at this stage to place 
on record a 11st ot preYloua reports on the tield. 

Kt . Victoria Goldfield 
Mt. Victoria •••• Goldflel4 
North .t. Vic tori. Goldfield 
~t. Victorl~ Goldfleld 
Mt. Victoria Goldfield 

---

G. Thureau. 1883. 
do. 1884. 

W.H. Twelyetrees. 
do. 

L. Hill. 

1900. 
1904. 
1923. 

TTpewrltten Reports by yarlous authors on lndlyldual mlnes 
(R1ngaroolllfl. Jieroury, Forest Klng etc.) f'l"0IIl 1923 to 1933. 

In 1933. Messrs . Nye and Blake ... de a oaretul 
euryeT ot all the main lodes and working. and prepared a 
aerle. ot -.ps ahowlng these. '1'1118 has sayed a great 
deal ot time in aotual survey and tbe amall amount ot 

. deyelopaent work aiDee th.n. malnlT at the Long Struggle. 
Kt. Vlctoria and We. River Minee has been added to these 
plena. No report howeTer. wae prepared in conneotlon 
wlth their esemination. 

~he hoat rock. ot tbe quartz veiu, are a Lower Palaeozolc 
Serie. ot quartzites. alate •• shale. aDd posslble turta, 
several thouaand teet in thickne.s referable to ihe 
Matbinna Serles. It is .4tten diffloult to denote a 
pook type na.e to individual be4e; there are bed. ot 
definite hard blue quartzitea and there are beds ot yery 
TiBslle dark blue to black slates. but the majorlty ot 
the be4. are oomposed ot rocke somewbere between these 
two t7PBa and theT MaT be called arenaoeoua slates or 
argillaoeous quartzltes depending on the oompetency ot 
the orlginal taoiea. No toa.lls have been looated on 
the.e rocks and indiyidual bed. are otten but a tew teet 
in thlckne ••• 0 that the .erie. cannot be sub-diylded 
nor can marlter bede be determined. Otter cleavage and 
jointing maalt the original bedding planea. 
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The .truoture 6t theM rocD 1. DOt .laple. 
T~ t~ the ... t.ra ~ ot an antiollne atriking at 
340. H~",er, thi. Au .u.equent17 Nea .ub3.ot.d 
to or .... tol.41q cba. '0 .0118 toro. trOll \h. ooutll-e.ot, 
SiTl ... \he .n.ot ot a Ta1'i.lt17 p11llltf1 ... anUoliD •• 
bo.lle.' •• oU ... ot 'hi. 0aD _ ... a 1a ouUi .... long 
the ... 17 .... - Iload ar..i ia the 10.... .dl t ot tAo 
"N1U"7 .i .. , wbltr. 14 • oouple .t baDdH4 teet, the 
.trlb ot tblt _ddl ... lton la7 900• Th. ol •• "'ap, on 
tblt otbltr haa4 1. rrnsrkalt!l oo_taat oyer tbe eaUre 
ar .. , .t1'1k1q .t .ltout 340 aB4 .l\hoaah .... 117 
",.1'\loal, oeo.alo_l17 dlppl .. to the .t at hlsh 
.DS1... 'fba axla of the anUoll.. 1. parallel to thla 
01 •• "'.... .11I00I' toldl .. , on tba llJiD. ot tbe _301' 
anUoll .. , 1 •• _a a.D4. 1a tblt "ll.oll Mit, ~ oe 
.eell pod .z.-pl.a ot OeA"U... oet .... 1l .lat.. aa4 
quartsl te., 41ppl .. lto\h 1ra7a ill • dlotenoe ot oDl7 
50 teet. Jollltl .. aa4 adaor t.ult1ag 1. "'.r.r pre",alent 
out .-oat of the 1'.ulUDS 18 pre-.lMral and .111 De 
dlaouae4 In rel.Uon to the TOln .T8teaua. 

It 1. po •• lol. to ••• ltut Ilttle ot the original 
produc'l",e lode.. .othl ... ot oouree, oan 00 .eoa 
0010" water lenl aa4 la ... t 0 •••• where .toplng has 
tak.n pl.o., it la eUbal' filled 01' t.llen 1~ 
...... r\bale •• , trOll old report. aQ4 the 11m ted 11l8peotlon 
.",.ll.ltle, • ploture ot tba.e lodes 1187 be pleced 
toa-ther. 

'fM.e ",.1.,. then, ooaal.t _1Dl7 ot quarts, 
.... tt.e. "'.r.r _ •• lft ..... tllM •• howlng well-de",eloped 
or.r.tel.. Al\hoqp ooouloaal17 WhUe. the quartz la 
orten 0010lll'04 .1.. la7 \he pre •• noe ot 1'lll8-sraiJl8d 
_talll0 .ulphld.ea, pl'11lO1pal17 .... enoPTl'lt.. 80118-
t~. \M .. IIUlphi4e. are autt'loient17 ooal'.e to 00 
ldeuUtle4 1a haa4 .poollBc.... 'fhe.e lode. aN otten 
oontaiM4 lIet .... a well 4e1'1J184 •• 110 bat hequen'17 1 t 
oan _ 800n \bat 0.. wall, .. -117 tbe haDSlng •• 11, 10 
.aoh _tter 4 .... elope4 tbaa \he otbel'. 'fM7 (the "'elDfl) 
"'&r,r III wi4th trOll an lach to ae",erel teet .114 the 
wi4er 01118. 01'te. oOllt.in lnol .. lona 01' oouatrT rock, 
pl'lMlpal17 ltlaok 81.te, ahowlDSthat the onslul 
opoalDSB haft _e •• ldelll84 07 the toroo ot er,ratall1satlon 
ot the quart.. '1'hlo quarts. although ....... 117 oontlned 
to n.oure., .0000t~ la toUJld polll8traUas tblt 
C01lJltrT rock 0070114 \be detlned walla la tblt tON ot 
.tl'lJlSOra aQ4 bUllOM. aa4, otten, •• In the Long 
St~e Lower MU. Oot •• en the LoDS 8trucs1a aDd 
a.xton Il .. t., _oh ot the countr.r rook (hard blue 
quar'slte) has ".n replaoed 07 white quarts; th18 
how.ftr, 1. DOt uaual. '1'be quarts In tbe tl.sura. la 
ottea .0cOllp.lllad D7 a tew 1Ilche. ot tault gouge. The 
lode .0000U ... eada la7 the te.therlng out Into a 
_ •• ot t1Jl;r Telna, aOll8t~. 1 t plnche. to a single 
thread. 

'I'M quarts reet. occur In a DIl1'1'OlJ sone ot 
00118 50 Ghal_ 1ft .ldth Whloh exteDd •• outhward (on 
a Ooarlq ot 160 ) trGIII the .1lu",1_ bouDdlDS tbe 
Baw Ill", .. to ;Jola .Uh the Jl81shbourlng tleld ot 
Dan 1l1TUlet. '1'hla .doe. DOt _n that no gold be.rlng 
tor.etloaa estead out.lde thl. sone (He.thorn's Klne 
tor e~le, Is .ell out.lde It) but 01117 here 1. 
there aQJ conoeatl'atlon ot reet.. In otbar wordo the 
structure Is such that the aaxt.wa ~r ot openlngs, 
tault. etc., occurred In this zone ot .eakness. It Is a 
shear ZOllO located on the western Limb ot a larp 
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anticliae or .~~ar atrike. Th. rorce neoea.ar" to 
rora .ach opeD1a&a oper.te4 Ir~ a c.rdinal dlreotlon 
ao that t.be opentap .0 rOl'lMd .nd baace the majority 
or reel'. are e1tMr i •• nol'th-ea.tar17 or north-
.... terlT dl ... oUoa aDd. th87 hayO .t.ep dip •• 1ther .ST. 
~be pe.t •• t cono.Jltl"aUou or the •• openi .... are 
100.ta4 at pl.o.. where t.be oro •• -rolding i. mo.t 
int.u.. 'I' ... lonal opea1~ are ... re but 40 ocour. 
as .t the B.k. ne ... an :Iaa\-1Je.t l1.er or Yel'J' d.ue 
whl t. quarts baa been b1 .... Oil.. 

The aourc. or the COld 18 the lI'ani te - .... 
171 ....... th aad 1.tra4i .. the hoot roou. Portion 
or tMa - ... ~ lie .... oateroD1 .. to tho aoutn..e.at 
t01rU'4. J7eapu. It h • poanod1orl te .. aoribed in flIT 
"'port OIl tho Daa 111 Y1Ilet GolUiol4 and .h0d4 not 
be oonh8ed wl th the aore no""" .... ni te which 18 
the aource or tin .114 eich _tol'opa not r.r to the 
Worth-e •• t or thla rield. ~o the at. In the 'rrenan 
Diatriot are lar .. oatoropo or • third \rpo or granite. 
~h1a i •• coar ...... ine4 rock oonai.Una ea .. nUally 
or quart •• aicl'opel't.bi t.. aicroollne and bioti tel 
with an~.ldl&l'J' OI'7.t.la or .~bite and muscoYlt •• 
Vi.ibl. abalooppoi te OOClJlO. In ........ te •• and In 
.eotlon .., lie •• en in Ya1Ba .long cl'7st.l boundaries 
aJl4 p ... u-.tina cle.y ... Ol'.ou. Tho •• Yelal are 
••• ool.ted with laolin1aation and aerialti •• tion or 
tho relapar. and are. thor.rore. or b74rothermal 
ol'lpll.. 

I. the loc.tion or ore .hoot. in thls aerlee 
or reer., the .otllal. .lse or the quarts lode doee not 
.... to be the had·.atal 1'aotol'. 'fha st change. 
or dlp or .trike or .t the int ..... ctioD or two TOina 
tho wldth or tbe q .... t • .aJ' be ..... ter but ;Juat ae 
..ah aold -.;,. be obt.ine4 pel' y.rtic.l toot trOlll • 
TOlD. • r.. tnolMa w14e •• Ira oae ."eral~ f'ee~-' 
In the aloh Youth, rol' lutaM., an lnch wi4th or 
quarts 71.l4e4 ror • depth or 5 re.t go14 to tho 
_ ant or li 0.. per p0ua4. Roweyel'. tho wider the 
Yein • • the ~I'O likely It i. to be peraistent .nd the 
e.aler to toll.,. i. deY01~J ... tal work. In tbe 
p •• t. ore .Mot. haye beell 1'OOk0lle4. not 011 tha width 
or the .... r or the •• o_t or aulpMd. Riaerels pre.ent 
01' eYe. o. tbe aold •• 8&7. lnlt Oil t.be _out Qr tree 
ao14 p ..... t aDd thi. Me.... oalT tile tree Bold w.s 
re.OTONd. althoagh in ,la ... the .ulphide. contain 
qui te .n ..... t or C014. 'fb18 IOU 18 or two 
....... Uou, that aoooapaJtl'laK aDd i8Olu404 in tho 
lIulp.b1de. whiob w.. oonte.poraneoaa with tile quarts 
&ad a later 1nf'lu or rr ••• 014 f'I'oa aoluUoBa whioll 
rcnaa4 tbell' ..,. lIP pre-oxi.Uac h'actnre & .... lt7 
.au or .a.e l.tel' re-open1aa ot the.e. 'file .ource 
ot the Bo14 ..... to be .t depth aD4 to ~e .outh, 
and tbe .... -ahoot. DOI'Rally dip to the BOUth. It 
ahould be noted that the lode. haye boen in3ected 
lato fault ria.ure. and .oaetlM. RUcb or the ol'iainal 
raalt a ......... lBa. 'l'baa nen two or the .. fia.ures 
lnte ..... t, tile aouae .., aOt .. an lapoundins 
.trao ... aa4 preYent tM Ri .... Uon ot the go14 
solutio.. lato tM ... oDd oM."l w.,.. 80 ... in 
lnteraeotl... .... DOt .11r&78 taYourable loo.tiona ror 
I'ioh .boote. 80aetlMa t.be two .d1reoUona or opening 
(1 ••• WOl'tb-ea.t aDd Worth-we.t) le.d one into tbe 
other. At rir.t algbt 1t .., appear that 1t 1a one 
direction ot roer displaced b7 a rault at ri~t angles, 
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lnat Doth o~ \beae direo101o .. fd.oY at are 
ooa1oetapo ...... all4 Doth are mnePal1ae4. 'fhl0 
atYe. 10he .n"1o 01' • st.-... net • •• th. Rooalll14 • 
• 0 po.~ ..... l t.1ll 101 .. 01' ..,. .... 110114. u. DO.1l 
ob •• ",,4 aD4 tile Yel.. are ~17 41.ploc.4 IiOre 
tba.Il • 1'_ 1' .. 10. 

It. u. troq_at17 -.ea 0 ... 14.1'Ocl 1;!aat laO.t 
01' ~ pU oDt.alMcl la thi .... o~. 'f. 11'" 
1'1.140 1. ~ ... 1llt 01' .. 00 ... ·1'7 ... lolDeat. Tut 
10. ~ aol.Uoa of t.ba .. t.p •• l p14 ooateat. 01' the 
roots Q' Gea ..... iIW waten ... Ita re-pNolplt.aUoa 
aII4 ooaD.at.nUoa at tbe poJWO.aOJl' wate. ~Dlo with 
tao bel, of _t..:Ul0 n.lph14ea. a-yOl". t.be .. 18 no 
.YI4c ... of t.b1 .... obm'ooll7 110.. a ... t. 
1UlllU17 000UI"I'eM.. O.nal817 -.10 .1' \he .1.h 
pooau 01' ore bay. Moll t0wa4 .... ,be .UPt.ce .Dd 
uterloPate la Yoluo at. .. pth n' tb1. 1. oal7 to De 
.zpooMcl ...... t.be _3_1107 01' .014 .boota are obo.t 
.114 .. ...1.. lay •• t1latlo.. .10 4.pth UYO beoll 
.1;1;aa,1oo4. 'fba 0817 • ... 0a4aJ7 ... lcu.oat· 10 that 
tOlWecl _ th. oxldaUoa of ~ a1llpb1do IR1aerol. 00 
that. t.ba7 MY ••• ou. 40 ....... 71.1404 t.bel. ooatalned 
.014. 'fbla 1a "t. • -3- proo ••• aD4 1;be orlg1 .. 1 
n.lph1de II1nerolo M7 De ... a quite 010.. to the 
.vtao .. 

Al19y&,l h!ls 

J'r_ t.be .... fd t.ba PoNtaa Del..,.. .10. Vlcto.la 
.. ~ .llllYlol tla' •• 0r4 •• 1-. ... aa4 » .... 10 RIYo •• 
10 • 41ft ...... ot baiPt. of 0Ye •• thouaa4 t .. t. aa4 
__ .1' 10M or1&1MJ. ... k •• , .... 10M .. wo In.lo Au 
... a •• oclocl...,.. I'bi. rook ... 10 MYe ooat..1M4 .., 
~. o01"l'7iIW .1ob gold yolaoa .... t.h1. pU ... t. 
baYS .......... t.Pate4 la \Ilo all,"l_ 1"01lIl4 tbe .. 
uo rly ........ 11 •• alo .. a1aor o •• oke. "'laII baa 
•• Y_104 • 'fort.101'7 Do., l.eacl ....... Rl Y_ aa4 la the 
poet ~a1r17 .ba11 .. workl .. a la .... at. .Uuyl,. are 
.tat... .. _YO 71.l.clocl pod .014 .. tur ... 

J. • 1'7 .~ polato .de 1. t.h1 ... po.' ahow.a-

1. 'fa. .... OOOR»locl Q' the _301'1107 01' ro.~. 10 
__ , ~ .... 1 .. la wlUh .... n.1I4o .outh 
rna 10M ... RlY01" Allun,. tJlroqb t» .. thlnna. 
'fbi. 1. • ..... .~ .t.rlklall .t. 100 ancl loc.ted 
oa tao .... tora 11al1 .1' • -30. aaUcl1ne aad 
.ooaP)7 , ... U.1 to It.. axl0. 

2. 'f'" Clwart.. roota ... -1al7 01' tbe t.1llt. ~l •• QN 

t.7Po .... VlU dt.ale •• o.th-w •• t. 01' BOl'th-o .. t. 
a_'S-a t. ... __ ... 1' will ooatl_. tbroap 
opo,l... la Doth t.ba.. 41 ... 1010.. glYIQg • slg-zag 
oov ••• 

3. 'fba ..... 1ooot. la1;o .. l107 .1' tao Cl1l&l't.. ro.1'. 10 who •• 
t.be ol'ooa ~0141q 1 .... 10 Pl'OD01IIlIOo4, .L... 111 the 
rto1a1t.7 of 1;ba ...... II .. - as .... I'_. t.be 
.. ....,. - 1.0 .. St.l'qgl. - .10. V1et.ol'la. aad tbe 
Ooat.l'ol - •• w RiYal' 878t-. ot Boote. 

4. P08~MI'al ta1llUq 111 01' no .... at .. gn1tude. 

5. "he 1"~8 are -1Dl¥ Cl1l&l't.. 0&r1'71Qg tine go14 aDd 
•• 14 eODt.a1D8cl 111 a1llph14e aiDera1ao 

6. ~h1. gold 1s or t wo geDlllr.t101l8. that 111 the 
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8ulph14ee .Dd • l.tep 1n\Pua1on ot tree gold. 

7. ' 

8. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

1'he obar •• te. ot the oouabT rook doe. not .... to 
hay. latl .... ed the preolp1t.t10n ot the .old •• 
ooot .... tOUDd in bard quarts1t. aDd ti •• tle .:l.te. 
Surta.. .1II'1o~at Au .. t taken p1aa. but 
... t~ .. to u.. ... tU.l .. or tbe nlphld. 
aiDOPal ..... tbe ... taoe aDd their ltreak dO'lrll, 
u.. pld oontalMd 1a u.. .. 18 l1'be.deel aad the 
-.out or •• 8117 olttalMb1. r... Bold 18 lno .... ed. 

The ... ahoot. are not •• • .ule 1&... aDd otten 
the ltott_ ot • sheet 1. 1008\04 .... the pre.ent 
.1IPf' .... but U.87 are Y.1'7 roue. 

~u ore ahoot. ao..al.17 dip to t.. .01lth, 

'1'he yal.u ot 'he shoota 18 DOt Boy.med b7 the 
wid\b ot quarts but \be7 oeD. be lNIUeI' looateel 
in ".11 det1H4 lode&. 

In • .,. II1nlq opePaUou. • Ylcol'OQa pol107 or 
dPly1 .. and ol'O • .-..Ul .. ahCNld ke.p ".11 abead 
ot .t~1ag so \bat "1cbb0UP1DC ahoot. ~ be 
detl_do 

~ .. ul\18a\e deptla ot u.. .014 be .. lag quart. 
alaould It. d l ... t a .~ or \bCNaaD4 t •• t 
.. t.be ..,..ute oCQld ..... 11. thi ..... at a 
.... t d.pu.. Mlal .. opePaUou to date ban l'are17 
..... 0&1'1'1.4 to three -"'Pa4 teet ltdow the 
ftMl'op. 

~ po.l107 ot unlopaeat •• oul.4 .la at -
(a) ~ .. 11ll1Uq ot ore-ahoots al".117 mowa, 
no .. t.. 0.. on the :ioaallDd Lo4e cut 07 the 
sun baa tbe 1.".1' :il .. aroc.. M1.. Adl t .ad 
t.. OM on the Met'0U7 Lo4e out b7 the 10w.1' 
w1aaeJ Do\b or thne woplt~ are .tated to be In 
PAT.bl. cold. 

<It> \'he lOO8Uoa or .... aheot. In .zl.Uq reet. b7 
dPl11lq ... u. or \be work1Jtp oa tile Loa 
Iu.ala • "Pftl'7. I"p.~ ...... t 1.1 .. or 
Vletor1& 878t_ or reet. aDd at ..... \ap d.pth 
tbaa u.. .. wopU.... ~u .1te. ot ...,. p.stbl. 
drUla .hould lNI oarehll7 oboe .. aad sUPYqed. 

15. r.arp ..... at al1uY1al. pCMllld.. both ~ •• tlal'7 Leads 
and IBOI'. alIallew ~.oeat dep.lta ahould contatn 
aUuyl.l Bold 1a p&7&ble ..... ta aa4 wOllld be 
worth 1JlYe.UpUag. 

(Scd.) '1'ereDO. D. Hugbe. 

(JIOLOSllS1' 

De:part.eat ot M1"'8. 

~2. 


