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POLOMItE A. BLACK RIUjR 

WhUe investigating rook formations at 
Blaok River opportunity was taken of sampling a 
deposit of dolomite there. 

~OCAtIQH W1D ACCESS, 

The dolomite ooours on either side of the 
road (Bass Highway) and railway line at Black River 
near the northern coast of Tasmania. The port ot 
Stanley is distant about eight (8) miles. The deposit 
is thus ~~ed1ately adjaoent to road and rail transport 
and reasonably so to ',rater transport. 

JiiXTJjjNT. 

The dolomite occupies the centre of a syn­
clinal basin of whioh the long axis trends at 800 • 
The dimensions of the deposit are approximately 1,,00 
feet by 600 teet with a maximum depth ot 200 teet. 
The folding is overturned with steep dips to the south 
on the south side and shallow dips to the south on 
the north side. Thus the deepest portion of the 
deposit is on the south side. Outcrop is only 
intermittent and it is expeoted that quite a lot of 
the dolomite included in the estimated area will have 
been eroded away and its place taken by Reoent river 
wash and Silt. 

QUAWTX, 

The grade of this deposit is very high. 
An aggregate sample was taken by ohipping pieoes from 
various beds on the outcrop and the analysis indicated -

CaC03 54.3% 

MgC°3 1+3.9 

41203 0.3 

Fe203 0.1+ 

Aoid Insoluble 0.9 

The ratio of CaC03 to MgCO~ is a little higher than is 
shown in the theoretical p~rcentages of these minerals 
in dolomite (i.e. CaC03 54.3" MgC03 1+5.65). 

Although other faotors are favourable, the 
value of this deposit is nullified by the ditficulty 
of quarrying the dolomite. The outcrops are little 
above sea level on either side of the river ru~ any 
method of obtaining the stone would have to be sub­
surface which would mean considerable difficulty with 
water problems. 

For plan see 1303-21 • 

(Sgd.) Terence D. Hughes 

G,\i;OLOGI§I 

25/2/54 


