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21st March, 19" 2 

MEMORANDUM I 

WilU}! II'i TAS;WiIA 

, Last week I escorted Nr. B. walpole of 
. the Mineral Resouroes Bureau and representing the 

Atomio Energy Coarnission, to the Avooa Distriot 
where uranium minerals had been reported. ~e 
visited three main areas as follows:_ 

IpxAL GEORGE ARi"· 
It was here on the 11th January, last, 

that Mr. W. PituleJ disoovered the first authentic 
uranium mineral reported in Tasmanial torbernite. 
This area will be the subJect of a separate report 
by me. Suftioient to 8ay that although the mineral 
i8 a seGondary o.e and no actual ore was seen, there 
is suffioient torbernite present over a fairly lari. 
area to warrant further investigation and for Mr. 
1IIal:901e to recommend the payment of an interim reward. 

Mr. Walpole had with him a Harwell Ratemeter 
i:lhich indioates Beta as well as Gamma rays and can be 
used as an approximate assay instrument in the field. 
The best resul·ts obtained over an area were abo~tt 0.1,,: 
uraniwlI oxide. 

LiONA AREA'· 
This is situat~d about 4 miles, north-east 

of Avoca, just north of the South Eak River. 
Hr. F. Hilne and party bad reported the occurrence of 
uranium minerals in thi8 area. However, an examination 
revealed no trace of these and a count of about three 
times background was obtained in a fairly normal, 
coarse grained granite and no sign of increase with 
the Beta probe. . This grade of count is not unoommon 
in massive granitic rocks. 

Reports of radio-active materials at this Mine 
have been.received from several prospectors. we were 
accompanied on the visit by 111'. D. Parker of Fingal, who 
has pegged .the area. 11t. Rex is about 6 miles north of 
Avoca and can be reached by car. Althollgh prLnarily a 
·tin prospect, good specimens of Balena, blende and 
chaloopyrite can be seen on the dumps. 

The oow1.try rock is granite and in the open-cut 
the roclt has been altered by intenst:) siliciil:lation and 
is marked by the presence of fluorite &ld lead and copper 
minerals. HerG a count of up to five times baokground 
was obtained but no increase in the Beta count. The 
material from the main shaft dUITlns also sho',~ed a count 
of several times bac~q~round. NQ uranium minerals could 
be identified here. 

Granite outcrops near storeys Creel, on the 
outs,drts of Rossardcn were tried \dth the c()llnt bllt no 
appreciable increase was noted. 

The Director of Nines, 
Departrfient of Hines, 
l}O BAR T 

Sgd. Terence D. Hughes 
GEOLUGIST. 

Forwarded through the Chief Geologist 


