
• 

n- (.,-
310016 

Hellcopter Plight to Port Davey by _ .. b.rs ot the 
~fte. Department. 

pate ,M tiMI 

On SUnday 20th Jfay IUlIIbera ot the statt ot MiMs 
Department .... a nIght by H.licopter to the Port 
Davey Area. The reason the trip Was ma4. on a SUndIY 
was becau.e ot a tavourable w.ather r.port tor that 
4ay, ,nd the possibility ot bad weather on the next 
day, Which was real17 the day scheduled tor the flight. 
The helicopter lett Cambridge Aerodrou at lO.3~ •••• 
Hached GeeTeston tor refuelling at 11 a .a, lett 
Geeveston at 11.~' and reached the Port »&Tey area at 
12.3~p... .A landing Was made at the Kln.s Department 
hou.. at Melaleuea where another geologl.t wa. plcke. 
up. A reconnaissance ot the Port Davey area occupied 
trom 12.40 to 1.1, p.a. and the night back to Geeveston 
from 1.20 to 2.10 p.lR. Geeveston was lett on retur.n 
at 2.30 and Cambridge reached at 3.0, p.a. 

PellOmpls 

'1'he otti.ers ot the Department taklng part in the 
trip weHl-

J. G. I)raons, Direotor ot JUnes 
T. D. RQghes, Senior Geologi.t 
F. Blake, Beolog!_ 
M. z. stetanati, Regional Geologist took part 
1n the Port Davey reconnaissance. 

Object .. 

'lhe object ot the trip Waa thr .. folll 

(1) To gain a general idea ot the treTelling 
eondltloaa and capa)11i~es of a helicopter. It. 
plan 1. to be formulated for the forthcoming fielll 
.... on, it w,a telt that so .. idea of the performance 
ot the vehicle ahould be gained. 

(2) To 1nTe.tigate possible landing grounds in 
the Iron Bound Range Area tor the proposed survey next 
s ... on. A close look at thIs ar .. showa4 that poasfble 
landing spots, ... n by Winch, we78 mach rewer than that 
suegested by an exalll1natlonot the aerial photop'aphs. 
Oue probable landing spot on the western end ot the 
range top Wa. hOT.red over. It would thua .ppear that 
t ... r rie14 parties c.n be used than was at first 
anticipated. 

(3) '1'0 map the granite boundarie.and other 
geological features north of the South We.t Cape, 
inoludinc so .. of the llllands. It was thought by 
the Fegional Oeolo,ist that the gran1te or South 
w •• ~~ eli, •• icht extend fUrther north ttt.n WI. previously 
th~Ulht. Because of precipitous clift. It wa. 
l~p?saible to enm1ne this area by land. 'lhe 
hdy~7 nn _~owI7 along the tace of the cl1ft and 
ovn- "!"tain islands allOwing the geologbt to note the 
stmcture etc. of the rOCks. 

Bowt 

'lhe belicopt.r new a stre1ght course f?om C.mbrldge 
te ae .... ton. lI'roa Geev •• ton 1t flew westerly over 
the A1"Ie and south of the Harta ~/ountalns to the Picton 
Valley, followed this south to the south of Mt. Bob. 
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and then new south westerly to the Iron Bound Range. 
hOlt there it new westerlYl olo!!e to the eoast, to 
Cox B1«htt and then norther~y to Melaleuoa Inlet. 
It was intended on the return trip to tollow the 
eo.st 11ne back to Geave.ton but, on ex •• ln1q the 
petrol supply, 1t waS decided to t.ke a ahorter route. 
~he Old Biver Was fIrst followed then • ~ew1.tion made 
round ~9derat10n Peak, the Craycrof, cros.ed south of 
t~t. "leton, and n .. veston re.ch«i 117 f'l:rlnc over the 
Hart.. On the return trip to Cambrid,e, Cy,net, and 
Woodbrldffe were passed and the Channel co •• , followed 
up to Robart. 

CoUI' 
The total cost ot the trip was £336. At tbis 

stage it is difficult to .ake • comparison between 
this and the cost of ground partie.. In the tir.' 
place woh ot this trip Was simply a reconnaissance 
which would not have been done fro~ the ground; 
.econdly it "'81 an isolated trip compared with a 
season'. progra.ae; and thirdly 1t h~d several objects. 
SOllIe comparisons may be IUde however on various aspects 
o~ the trip. Early 1n the year, three o~flcers o~ 
this Department walked to rort Davey over the Arthur 
Saddle to see 1f iii track that way could he opened up. 
It took them eight days to do the trip whi.ch could 
have been done in 40 minutes by helicopter. 'rhe time 
spent erossingthe saddle it •• lt on foot thl'ouah tMolt 
scrub with a lot of horlcontal and baurea - ... tour 
days:th1. was flown 11'1 about 8 minutes. ~ 
reconnabaance near Port Davey took 35' .tnute. nyinc 
UH. Wad 110 been attempted by boat it _lght have 
taken two weks mainly condit1oned of eour •• lt7 weather 
and this Cape haa about the roughest weather In Australia. 

0'lUsell ~ 

All -..bers at the party were ~l11 pi praisa ~or 
thi. _thod of Investigation! and very impressed with 
the eapabil1Ues of the aach1ne. IrnJeed the only 
c:rit1e1a was the lack ot ol"cal'11s~t1on aM delay in 
the ref'uelling operation at Geeveston. The gPOund 
party were over thirty minute. lat. ~rriv1ng at the 
location and twenty llinutese~r'?,;al were apent 1B 
retuelling. liowever as this was the initial trip 
of the machine, the •• operations will doubtl ••• 
beco.. aor. effic1ent. It 1. also reooa~.nded that 
a government representative ~e pr~~ent at the •• major 
refuelling centres so that t1... can be mare careful17 
checked. "-'he tillleS taken by the pilott and members 
of the DepartHnt on the return trip dIffered by t.n 
minutes. 


