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In Septesber, 1956, the nickeliferous
serpeatine of the Amdergon’s Creek area near Beacons-
field was exanined by the Senlor Geologist, Mr, T.D.
Hoghes, at the request of Mr, Pitulej of the Ben Lomond
Mining Co. Lta,

Mr. Hughes reports:

"Although some niockel had been reported in
the iron ore and pig iron analyses, its presence in
anything like commereial quantities in the serpentine
wae not considered uatil within the last year, ¥Mr, ¥,
Pitule] and his associates have been actively prospecting.
They have put in two trenches and itaken numerous ssmples
and have reached the conclusion that nickel in
commercial quantities may sxist in the serpentine in the
scuthern portion of its outerop. Consequently a brief
visit was paid to the area on Jume 20th and 21st last
and samples taken from the treaches and soms outerops.”

The results of thig sampling show that only
low grade ore has been revealed by prospecting for of
all the representative samples taken the highest grade
was one of 0.65 per cent nickel. A ngceially selected
sample of high grade ore showed only &,70% nickel.

¥r, Hughes concludes:

"The regulte of the sampling asre sufflciently
encouraging to warrant further development, but at
present, of a minor nature only. I would suggest a
series of shallow bores at very rflat angles drilled in
a contimous line in s south westerly direction starting
from the eastern boundary of the serpentine north of
Ko. 1 trench.”

A mineragraphic investigation was oarried out
for the C.3.I.R,0. by G, Beker (Senior Research Officer)
and A.B. Edwards (Offieer in Charge). The first specimens
inveatigated weare supplied by Enterprise Exploration Ltd.
and received by thems from Ben Lomond Mining Co.
Subsequently the colleection was augmented by a series of
specimens collected Awring a ghort visit to the area.

This report states:
"The nickel minersal is a hydrous silicate that

ocours along Jjoint planes and slickensided surfaces in
the gerpentinite, and ap such, is concentirated in patches.”




The Direstor of Krin”, Hobart.

Its mods of ogourrence would therefore
prealude any possibility of large nish grade deposits
of ore, but the boring of Mr. Haghes' conclusions

sould prove any low grads deposit which may eoxist.
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