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Interest has lately been renewed on the
molybdenite deposits of the Secottsdale Distriect. iir.
B.A, Farquhar, a Scottsdale business man, has drawn
attention to the fact that faruers find Gifficulty in
obtaining molybdenite in their super phosphrte supolies.
ile has investigated former molybdenite prospecting
operations in the vieinity of Mt Strunach and requested
Departmental advice.

Mt Stronach 1s situated ab ut three niles
south east of Scottsdale, close to the Tesman uiphway
and the north eastsrn rallway line. This area was
prospected superfieially for molybdenite about forty five
years ago and again sbout twenty five years ano, but,
apar{ from two or three small ocuts in the mas:ive grouite
outcrop on the western slope of the mountuin, little can
be seen,

‘ These deposits have been fully described in a
publication of the Geological Survey, Mineral Res.urces
Joe 1 Part 1 and need not be recapitulated here. 1t 1is
sufficient to say that the molybdenite appears to be an
original coustituent of the normal biotite granite and to
have crystallised contemporanecusly with the quertsz,
felspar and mica. It does not appear to gccur, as more
normally, in quarts veins, or in pipes, or in greisen
contained in the normal granites As seen in near outerop
the molybdenite appears as irregulsr splashes on the
granite, rather as though painted on. In one prospect,
tarvey's, the molybdenite does appear to be -ore
concentrated and although little can now be scen, except
on the dump, the form of the cut suggests that the
mineral here has been concentrated along one zone. Jith
no structural controls of ore deposition, it is difficult
to suggest any pattern {or prospecting. 1t should be
remembered that the grade of a molybdenite ore always
appears better than it 1s. The silvery, shiny, metallie
looking sulphide stands out in a very distinctive fashion
from the Eranito groundnass and although the density of
volybdenite 1s fairly bigh (4.75) it is umsually in thin
plate-like concentrations,

The price of HoSg in 1916 was about £500 sterling
per ton. The price of &/9 per on offer today is
therefore in comparison not as Attractive. It would appenr
that if the deposit were not worthy of further prospecting
then, 1t is certainly not so now. Any mining operations
carried on by open cut méthods would involve careful

hand ploking.

It 18 useless to take & sample for assay from
sporadic deposits of this nature. However, it has been
suggested to Mr, Farquhar that he obtain a sample of half
8 ton of hand picked material and forwatrd it to the Chief
Chemist, Costs of the racove;{ and value of the product
could thus be masessed and would furnish a puide to vhether
further prospeecting should be recommended or nnt.,
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Department of Mines,




