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HJLXilDENITE AT tiT ~;'m,)NACH 

Interest has lately been renewed on the 
molybdenite deposits of the ::lcottsdale Dlstrie t. ;"ir. 
B.A. Farquhar, a Scottsdale bll8iness man, has dr'Hfn 
attention to the ract thnt farmers find d1tficlllty in 
obtaining molybdenite in their super phosph"te sllpplies. 
He has inves tiga ted former molybdeni te pros poe tin., 
operatiOns in the vicinity of Ht Strlmach and reqllosted 
Oepartmantal advice. 

Mt Stronach is sltllated ab .ut tILr." IIIUes 
south east of Scottsdale, close to the 'resm'ln Highway 
and the north eastern ra11way line. This area was 
prospected supertio1ally for molybdenite ab')ut forty five 
years ago and again about tllenty tive years a~o, bllt, 
apart from two or three small outs in the mos .lve t~r" dte 
outcrop on the western slope .01' the mountain, little can 
be seen. 

These deposits have been tlllly described in a 
publica tion 01' the Geologioal Survey, Hinernl Has •. d.!rcas 
~o. 1 Part 1 al~ need not be recapitulated here. It is 
sufficient to 88y that the molybdenite appears to be an 
original constituent of the norllal biotite granite and t() 
have crystallise4 cont •• poraneously with the qllartz, 
tellpar and mica. It does not appear to occur, as more 
normally, in quarts veinl, 01' in pipes, or in greisen 
contained in the n0l'll81 granite. As seen in near outcrop 
the molybdenite appears aa irregular splashes on the 
grani te, rather a. th01l&h painted on. In one [)r')s pec t , 
Ilarvey'l, the molybdenite doe. appear to be.!)re . 
concentrated and although little can nOli be seen, except 
on the dump, the 1'01'11 ottha cut suggests thnt the 
minoral here hal been concentrated along one 7.one. 'lith 
no struotural oontrol. at ora deposition, it 1s cl1fficult 
to suggest any pattern for prospecting. It ShOIUd be 
remembered that the grade 01' a molybdenite ore "!vlays 
appear. better than. it 18. The silverYl 

Shiny, metall10 
looking sulphide standI Ollt in a very d stinctive fashion 
from the granite 11'0undmals and although the density of 
',olybdenUe is tairly high (1t.7;) it 1s usually in thin 
plate-like oonceatrations. 

The price 01' MOS2 in 1916 lias about £,.n sterling 
per ton. The price at 8/9 perAll.don otfer today is 
theretore in comparison not as htractive. It Would nppear 
that if the "epo.it were not. worthy of fllrth9r prospecting 
theni it i8 oertainly not so now. Any minIng operatIons 
carr ed on by open cut methods would involve careful 
hand picking. 

It is u.ele'l to take a sample for assay from , 
"poredic deposita at this nature. Howevor, it has been 
slIggasted to Mr. Farquhar that he obtain a "a~ple of half 
a ton 01' bend picked material and t01'1latd it to the Chier 
Chemilt. Costa 01' the recovery and value of tbe product 
cDiud thul be as.e.led and would turnish a Pollide to "hether 
further prospectinS should be recommended or nnt. 
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