
CAMBRIAN FOSSIL LOCALITY CHrISTMAs HILLS 

Daring the cuurse of geolog1cal field ,",ork 
in the Christmas Hills area in 1956 a new fossil 
10cal1ty wal discovered. 

Christmas HUls POllt Office is sHunted 
about eight miles from Smithton on the ~larrawah road. 
At the Pust ,JUice a road branches left from the ld.e,lblay 
and extends into the forest to the soath. 

Twa fossU localities were foand in tllis 
area. 'rhe better site A is a oatting on this road abo'tt 
one mile from the Christmss Hills POllt Ofrice. The 
road at this point has a fairly steep grade and forms a 
U sheped bend. There i8 an abandoned sawmill on this 
corner. (Wo01north Han S, 30 oha. Photo No. 4flS7J 
~.l inchae and 17608 of the cantre point. Loculity B 
is shown on the accompanying map. 

'rhe rocks in which the fossilB oecar occupy 
the same stratigraphical position as, and have similar 
lithology to the Cambrian Dandas Groap. Up till the time 
of this find thare was no proof of the age uf the sediments 
in this area. 

The 1'018US OOr:ur in thinly bedded tuff and 
grey ailtstonell whioh dip shallowly to the "'JUth east. 
rha exact position of these beds above the base of the Urn'tjl 
is not oertain. From the dip valaes and the proximity of 
Precambrian rocks the fossil horizon lies close to the 
base of the Cambrian rocks. It is estimated that little 
more than 2S0 1'eet of sediments lie between the fossiliferous 
strata and the anderlylng Precambrian roc%s which are 
locally qasrtzites. 
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