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OIL III TASl':"FI!. . 

(3xtraot ts.ken from"1A.ercuryll , TuesdEl.y , .'\.ucust .!.1st , 1 9~J : . 

Bulletin 110 . 2 4 pul) lished this year by t.he COP.1II1on-acalth 

In8ti tute of Science and Industry on ·"The production of li quid fuels 

fl.'o l" oi I - shale and coal in . A.ustralia" in dea line \,t i th t.! ~e oil- sha.le 

.1<>pozits of 'i' asmania, sa.ys :- "'.Assuming a reserve in tl:.c f ielc.t of 

1..: , 000 , 000 tons , and an aver8.[;;e crude oil yield of ·10 ....; ,.: llono l'cr ton , 

the t ot a l rec overab le oil will be about 400 , 000, 000 Go. llons. This 

rcpre:;~n ts a six to seven years ' supply for .~ustralia., b :\.3ed on prcsp.n t 

consl.I mption" • 

RECEHT DISCO'TERIES. 

In making the above c ompu tation the a.uthor of t h e 

hul l::;tin tco.k for hi s basis the late l :r . YI . H . Twelvetrees ' estiti'!.o.te 

of the a.f.lOunt of oil- shale in reserve in Ta.smania. in 1 ) 12 , or eleyen 

It is a pity his figures were not brouc:ht mor e u p - to - u3te , 

:md 'l· ...... ~l.."ania e iven ~redit for the extensive additions \'lhich di scoveries 

of t1, e last feH years h ave made to our oil - shale reser'! eo . The 

12, 000 , 000 ton estimate related to the Hersey Valley distr ict "lone, 

but t 'irl s ha.s lately been more than doubled by finds of :; ;'al~ in 

ou tlying parts of this area , while entirely neW areas h ave also been 

d isco-.,ered , which stil~ further increase what ma.,y be termed tl !e ~~ositlvc 

'1' ,:' ::;0 n i CS , 'i/hile the probable reserves maY be l ooked upon as very mUGh 

::;r e, t e r still, for the eeol ogical condi tions ar'e such tha.t there is 

every likelihood of the shale deposits being, founcl over a v ery nru.ch 
has 

'w ider a rea. than! at present been proved .. 

The GovernMent Geo~ogist , Mr .. A .. McIntosh Reid , '.','l~o :Lor 

8Q;r:~ fl onths past has been enereeticall.,y encae;ed in the investi~ation 

of OllT oil resources , has rnade &- number of i mportant discoveries, "'hi oh 

not on ly a.d.d to t h e exten t of previous ly ":no"I'm fields , hu t ~ive at 

l -':'3.f~ t one neW fie ld of ma,g,nitude and richness to the sta.te . His \'/ ork 

h l.S brcue,ht the positive reserves of oi l-shale up to the f ine 

~....:cres:!.te of 42, 000 , 000 tons, spread ov er what at presen t are five 



;/ 
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• epar~te fields. They are .-

Latrobe-HailtOD-Kimber~ey Area •••••••••• 

'"'leulab. Area ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~uamby Bluff Area ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jfook "rea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Oonah (reoentlY disoovered by Hr. Beid) 

~rea •••••••••• ~; •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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The crude oil oontents of the shale vary somewhat, 

l,ut if averac;ed at 40 gallons per ton, whioh i& reallY a very 

10Vl fieure, the reooverable oil i& shown to be t ,6ll0,000,000 

c3.11oI1B, or instead of a six or seven year.' supplY for tlle 

(!o,mlOmlealth enou!:h to last from 21 to ~5 years. .l recent 

~xperiment in dhtlllat10n returned 68 ga.llons of oil to the 

t on of shale. 

THE OON'AH FIELD. 

nlis, the newest of our oil-sh&le areas, Was 

discovered by !.fr. A. McIntosh Reid only about three months ,"<>0. 

,Or. Reid went out to investigate an oocurrence of slmle that was 

known to exist on the property of Mr. ~'1m. Cross in the vaUey 

of the Cam Biver, about two miles north of Oonah. :Examinations 

of the neighbourhood led to the disoovery ot another and muoh 

lar(ler depOSit, five miles to the 8.iV. ot CrO&S'B, on land charted 

in the names ot '1;:. Hodgetts, J. Ya.rtin, A.L. Green, JaB. UaUab, 

H •. :£. Hiles, a.nd C.C. J'ubb. This area. i& ea.silY a.caessible . 
from 'the !.fount Hicks-road, whioh is onlY tt miles away. There 

is every probability at a very large extension of this area for 

the permo-oarboniterou& rooks, withwhioh the oil-sha.le de;>osits 

are closely connected, extend southwards to the Helleyer River, 

anu very likelY further, we8tward through Takone to Preolenna, 

<J.n,! oastward riBht into the e:Bnu :ea.yw block of the Van Dieman's 

Land Co's ground. 

UnfortunatelY. through stress of other engagements, 
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D. Reid was not able to spend more'than 10 days on his 

1.Dvest1«atiol1s here, and it 18 prop~'ed that he shall visit 

the distriot in the summer, and make complete inveeti::;,"·.tion 

of the Whole ar~a. In the meantime the l71.nes Depa"",ent, 

-- ..... 

beine; strousl.Y 1111preIBed with the v~J.u.e of the oil-llba.le depooits. 

Jfr. Reid "'ill be 8DgaBed upon the prndUl'tion of part 1 of 
, .' '" ""'!~! 

-The Oil mtale Resour.cee of T,.smania. dealin~ '!lith the Latro,)e­

llailton-Jrimberley, The lTook, Beulah B.nd .. uamby Eluff areas, B.nd 

what is known of other pl&ces. The results of further invest is-

atioae will be reoorded .. part a. 


