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OXL IN TASITATTA.
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(Zxtraet taken from"iercury”, Tuesday, Auzust 21st,1223).

Pulletin No. 24 published this year by the Cormonwcalth
Institute of 3cience and Tndustry om #The production of liguid fuels
£oom oil-shale and coal in Australia® in dealing with the oil-shale
deposits of Tasmania, says - aassuming a reserve in tle field of
1,000,000 tons, and an average crude oil yield of 4C sallons per tomn,
the +otal recoverable oil will be about 420,000,000 gallons. This
represents a six to seven years' supply for australia, based on present

consumption™.

In making the above computation the author of the
mulletin teok for his basis the late IT. . H. Tuwelvetrees' estimate
of the anmount of oil=-shale in reserve in Tasmania in 12712, or eleven
Jears aio. It is a pity his figures were not brought more up-to-date,
and Tasnania given credit for the extensive additions which discoveries
of the last few years have made to our oil=-shale reserves. The
12,000,000 ton estimate related to the lMersey Valley district alone,
vut this has lately been more than doubled by Tinds of shale in
outlying parts of this area, while entirely new areas have also been
discovered, which still further increase what may be termed the positive
reserves, while thé probable reserves may be looked upon as very mmich
srerter still, for the geological conditions are such that there is
every likelihood of the shale deposits being found over a very nuch
wider area thaz7:t present been proved.

The Goverﬁmeﬁt Geologist, Mr. A. McIntosh Reid, who for
soma months past has been energetically engaged in the investigation
of our oil resources, has made a number of important discoveries, which
not only add to the extent of previously 'mown fields, hut give at
l=2ast one new field of magnitude and richﬁess to the 3tate. His work

ag brought the positive reserves of oil-shale up to the fine

asgregate of 42,000,000 tons, spread over what at present are five
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separate fieldg. They are :iw

_ IGNS.
Latrobe-Railton-Kimberley Area..sesseess 30,000,000
Tellah ATeBsssrsssssssssssstssccssnsnsesre 3,000,000
ambY BIULE AT@Reesstcvessenncsnasssoos 3,000,000
Mook Aréa....'........................... 800,000
Oonah (recently discovered by Mr. Reid)

:trea...........'-.'..-.;......'............. b,OO0.000

The crude oil contents of the shale vary somevhat,
hut if averaced at 40 gallons per ton,-ihich is really a very
low figure, the recoverable oil is showm to be 1,630,000,000
szllona, or instead of a six or seven years® supply for the
Cormonvealth enough to last from 21 to 25 yéara.. A recent
experiment in distillation returned 68 gallons of oil to the

ton of shale.
THE OONAH FIELD.

This, the newest of our oil-shale areas, was
discovered by lir. A. McIntosh Reid only about three months ago.
r. Reid went out to investigate an scourrence of shale that was
kmown to exiat on fhe property of Mr. Wms Cross in the walley
of the Cam River, about two milea north of Oonahy =xaminations
of the neighbourhood led to the discovery of another and much
larger deposit, five mileas to the 3.We of Crosats, on land charted
in the names of E. Hodgetts, J. Martin, A.L. Green, Jas. }McNab,
MeZ. Miles, and Q.C. Jubb. This ares is easily accessible
from the Mount Hicks-road, which is only 1% miles away. There
is every probability of a very large extension of this area for
the permo-carboniferous rocks, with which the oil-shale déboaits
aTe closely connected, extend southwards to the Helleyer River,
and very likely further, westward through Takone to Preclenna,
and castward right into the "Em: Bay® block of the Van Diements
Iand Co's ground.

Unforfunately, through streas of other engagemeﬁts,
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m. Reid was not able to spend more tha.n 10 days on his
;mvestigations here, and it is propoaed, that he shall va.nt

the district in the summer, and ma.l:e complete 1meet1_'_:-.at10n

of the whole arsa. - In the meantim the ¥ines Department,

being stromgly impressed m.th the v'a.lwe of the o:.l-sha,le depooitse
¥r. Reid will be engaged upon t.he production of part 1 of

*The 01l Shale Resources of Taama.nia* d.aalinrr with the Latrobe-
Bailton-ﬁmherley, The Hool_c._ Beulah end Quamby RBluff areas, and
what is knowm _6f_oth§:aphcea. The results of further investig-

ations will be recordad u_ part 2.




