DETAILS OF CONDITIONS. ' ]
AT THE SMALL COAL MINES ON THE DATES PARTICULARISED. @
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~SOUTHERE DIVISION=====
SANDFLY,

SANDFLY COAL MIKEs

The following observations spply to the conditions
obtalning at the Sandfly Coal Mine on the 5th Augist, 1936:~

The colliery is owned by Messrs E. W. & R. ll. Fogarty.
The latter functions as mining menager and engages in coal getting
similarly to other persons working as hewers at the productive faces.

In sddition to R. H. Fogarty, two persons were working
as hewers at the face and one was semployed as a wheeler, Two hewers
were subsent owing to illness. Under presemt trade conditionas, the
total number of persons employed undorgound is six, whillst during periocds
of trade slackness the mumber reduces two,

H. H. Fogarty is the only quslified coal getter, the
others not huving worked at or about the face of a colliiery for the
statutory period of two years, The employment of the wheeler wculd not
be affected but it could not be regarded that the provisions of Ceneral
fule 39 are observed in regard to the other four persons,

The seam of coal approximates 4'4"™ in thickness and the
top 3'C" of coal is mined for marketing purposes.

The workings are served by a tunnel and the method of
mining 1z a local development of the "pillar and stall® system, with 10-yd
stalls and 5 to 6 yard pillaras. Slips in the mudstone roof demended addit-
ional timbering in sections of the tunnel but, generally, the conditions
of working were to be regarded as reasonably @

The productive area is situated betwsen old colliery work-
ings and the outerop of the seam. Ventilation i1s derived naturally from
an alr shaft in the old workings bub the velocity of the alr intaking at
that shaft and outcasting through the working tunne] was insufficient to
cycle the anemometer and it was sppareant that the quamity would not be
equal to the reguirements for six persons. The available auir was not
being caused to circulate to the productive places and flame-extinction
tests revealed a slight deficimncy in the quality &f the alr in those
places. With a surface terperature of 48° §¢, U, B. - 47° ¥, w. B., the
underground temperature was 51° ¥, saturated. No exception could be
taken to the prevall tenperatures but conditions merited a definite im=-
provement in the ventlilation of the collliery workings.

A tunnel serving the old workings allegedly constitute a
second exit to the present [roductive workings, but this was not accessible
owing to a fall of roof in the connecting drive, and, therefore the working
tunnel served the only immediate means of ingress and egress.

Granulated powder is used for shot~firing and up to 256 lbs
is kept on the surface in the locality of the mine. A small quantity is
taken into the mine, in tins, as required for use.

No firsteald equipment is kept at the colllery.

Fre-shift dally inspections are not made and no records
are made of weekly inspections as nqn.lrod. by the provisions of the iAct.

Plans of the colliery workings have not been furnished.

Collliery ridles are not posted at the mine.




The output of coal 1s s0ld at Hobart and the surround-
ing districts both as a domestic and an industrial fuel, and at a price,
according to the msnager, ranging from 27/6 to 30/- per ton.

The wages paid are miners 10/~ and wheelers 9/~ per
shift.

Employees are sald to be insured for the purpose of
the wWorkers' Compensation Act but R. H. Fogarty was unable to furnish
the name of the lnsurance company as all business transections are
conducted by E. W. Fogarty who was absent from the mine,

ATAMARAN

CATAMARAN COUAL MINE:

The following observatioms apply to the conditions
obatining at the Catamaran Coal Mine on the 7th August, 1935:-

The colliery is owned and worked by the New Catamaran
Colllerlies Limited.

Ce Le Lynch is the istered manager and 1s the
holder of a permit entitling him to functiom in that capacity under the
provisiona of the lMines and Works Regulatiom Act. The manager was
absent from the colliery on the cccasion of this inspection. As far
as could be ascertalned, he does not e e in aoctual cca) getting but
does other work in and sbout the mine, addition to managerlial duties.

The totsal number of underground employees was 13, ©
on the day shift and 2 on each of the afternoon and night shifts. There
was 1eason to believe that more than 12 persons have been cmployed under=
ground, on one shift, despite the restrictioms of the Act.

There was no immediate evidence of persons being
employed as hewersin contravention of the provisions of General Rule 39.

The company is explolting & dip-seam, varylng uo to
6 feet in width and from which the bottom 3' to 3'6" of coel 1s mined for
marketing; the top coal, where crushed for roadway accomodation, belng
used for local consumption.

The present workings are served by a dip-tunnel from
which levels have been drivem and productive places advanced to the rise.

There appears to have been a definite intention of .
working on the "pillar and stall" system but the system appears to have
been sbused to a hasardous degree. Differences of opinion occasionally
arise in regard to the safety of mining practices, end the practice
encountered at Lhis colliery might be cited as such a case. As an
expression of opinion, the writer could not regard the productive methods
::w:':: on the occasion of this inspection as serving the best interests

safety.

The dip tunnel was being drivem, as a prospect, in
faulted measures, and sets were overspaced for the condltiocns. Although
sllged to be not of recent origin, a section of the tunnel, mear the
portal, 1s distressed, and re-timbering would, ordinarily, be necessary.

The ventilation of the colliery 1s controlled by a
fan exheusting 9342 cublc feet of alr per minute. Thls dlsplacement
would be ample to ventilate the present productive area but the circulut-
Ing system has not been correctly arr and flame-extinction tests rovea
ed a deficlency in the quality of the in the dip-tunnel and in one
section oi' the productive workings. Operations merit an improvement in
the ventilation of the colliery by an introduction of permenent stoppings,
doors, uair-course control, and auxlliary means to serve the dip-t .nnel.
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Underground temperstures were not an.esslvo,
rangingto 58° F.,saturated, with a surface recording of 49.5%...:., =
48° f,.W.p. The temperature in the return to the fan shaft was 8 deyrees
less than that at the face of the dip-tunnel, an obvicus result of
irregularities in the circulating system,

A back heading to the fan shaft, which shaft
has been accommodated with a ladderway, servea as a second exit, and
this was travelled to the surface,

Nitro-compounds are used for shot-firing
requilrements, and this explosive was being stored together with detonators
in one magasine at the surface, a condition of storage which demanded
correction.

o first-ald equipment 1s kept at the cclliery.

Fre-shift daily inspections are made end
recorded by the mngor but records of weekly inspectlions could not be
located in hie absente,

Surveys are made and plans of the workings are
furnished by an authorised surveyor for the purpose of the Act.

Employees have not yet been insured for the
purposes of the Workers' Compensation Act,

The dip-tunnel 1s being driven on contract
at 13/4 per foot. hf].“ done on contract, the rate being 5/- per
ton, #heelers are paid 11/6 per shift and set riders 11/6 to 12/~
per shift,.

-~ HORTHERN DIVISION.---—-

R PLAIRNS,

ORK PLAINS COAL MINEs The following observations apply to the conditions
obtzining at the York Plains Coal Mine on the 26th July, 1935:-

. The colliery 1s owned by R. Gregg who does not
engege in eny work in or about the mine.

J« Ford 1s registered as colliery manager and
he engages in coal getting similarly to others employed in the mine.
There is no contravention of Gemeral Rule 39 in regard to the qualification
of the miners,

In additbton to the working mamager there are two
permanent and one casual employees., According to owner, the manager
is pald 20/=, ths second miner 15/-, the wheeler = and the casual
employee 12/~ per shift.

A dip seam 1s being mined on & modified long-
walling aysteom, the roof subsiding with the advancing face. The condition
of working were to be regarded as reasonably safe.

The workings are served by a dip-tunnel and a
drainsge tunnel, both of which were travelled and meet the requirementsa
of the Act in regard to secénd exite facilities.

The ventllating conditlions were satisfactory
the quantity of air intaking at the dralnage tumnel varying from 960 to
1267 cubic feet per minute. The workings are ventilated naturally
& second dip-tunnel constituting the major outcast airway.
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Yhe temperature at the face was 50°F., saturated, and there wuas no
deficiency in the quality of the air,

Pre-shift delly inspections and weekly lnspectlons
are made by the reglstered manager.

He explosives are used at this colliery.

First ald equipment is kept at the owner's
resldence nesr the collliery,

The colliery riles are poated,

Employees are insured with the London Insurance
Companye.

Plans of the solliery workings are not furnlshed
annually but are perlodlcally furnished when required.

The output of cosl is principally sold for hop

kKiln practices, as ihe characteristiocs of the cosl render it more sultauble
than-other nstive coals for the fuel requirements of that induatry,

—— NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION -

ABERDEEH.

Pt e

ILLANATHA COAL MINEs

The following observations apply to .onditions
encountered on the l7th July, 1936t~

The colliery 1s owned by ¥ra. C. Bounds und it
has been let on e royslty basls, to Messrs li. J. Feater und L.li.Bott, the
royalty being fized at 2/~ per ton of coal produced.

e Jo Foster 1s the Reglatered ¥inlng hansger wund
hms been lssued with a Permit, under the provisions of the Act, to eniitle
himto act in thet capaclty. When not otherwiuse engupged, he works as a
hewer, nomlnally a coal-getter, at the coal face, simllisrly to other
hewsars.

L.Mi.Bott works as a hewsr at ihe coul face.

In addition, there are slx psrsons employed unuor-
ground on wages, the rates being 10/~ per shift for hewers and Y/- per
shlft tor wheelors.

OUne person was employed &t the fece us a hewer und
had not worked for two years in a colliery. e would be on the sume fuce
llne and would be within a few yards of quallfied coal-getters,

The thickness of the sesm epproximautes 22 inches
and thie asystem of mining 18 & looal development, comprizing a stepped
longwull fuce, extending over a width of 5O yda snd advancing along the
nargin ot old workings. ‘'fhe hewing conditions are not congenial snd there
1s latltude for a difference of op n in regard to the completeness of th
mode 0l timbering but the present system has been pursued ior meny years
without untoward incident snd with the excepiion of the development of a
roof weukness nesr the old workings, the ocondition along the face line was
not to be re arded as imnediately unsafe on the 17th July last.
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The workings sare served by a smull tunnel
continuing as a mailn heading, situated on the right ribv-slie or the
advancing fece and varying sectional area down to 3'u" high by &'4"
wide. The roadway srrangements conatitute uncongenial wheeling con-
diticvne and there can be no differencs of copinion that sections or the
tunnel and hesding ashould be "brushed” and sdditionally timbered or
repulred in the interesta of safety.

Netural ventilation 1s the rule, no urtifriciul
meens having been applied, and mine conditions very according to the
vagaries of surface condlitions. with sight persons employed under-
ground, the normal quantity of alr necessary to meet the ventilating
reguliruvments of the Act should not be leas than 1200 cuble feet per
minute. There was only s slight inteke of alr in the tuniel and the
velocity, even at the amsll sectional ares of 11,6 sguere fuet, weas
lnsuiiiclent to oycle ihe snemometer, conseguently the actual guantity
of alr intsking for ventilatlion was less than the presoribed minluum,
the clrculating syastem was being neglected and even the quantity of
air avallable wes short-circuiting the fuce line, As was to be
anticipated, (lame extinction testa revealed en alr deficlency in the
productive places. Although it was conceded that the sir was detlclent
one of the principsls explained that such a ocondition 1s infrequsnt,

The alxr intaking at the tunnel circulates
through old workings to the workings of the Aberdsen Colilery am was
the only source of mctive ventilation for thie colllery,

, The thermometirlcal requirements of the Act wers
not exceeded, the face line observations varying from 50°F to 60°%
saturated,

Ihe colllisry is baedly egquipped in regard to
second-exit {acllitles, the only course belng through old workings to a
nelghbouring mine. A section of this waa travelled under difficultles
accruing from collapsed timber, falls of roof, und water lodgments, and
the effort had to be absandonsd. It oould not, tharefore, be re; arded
that ressonable exlt fecilities have been provided and muintuined or
that an exit was avallable for immediate use.

Fre-shift dally inspectiona are not made, con-
sequently there 1s no observance of the provisions of General Kule 4 of
rart & of the Aet, Records of weekly inaspectiona are mads to couform
with the Aoct, The current colliery rules are not posted at the mine,

Ko rirst ald qquipment is kept at the Colliery,.

Surveys are malds and plans are prepared of the
colilery workings by the Inspector of kines, free of cost to the operat-
o) of I

Explosives are atored on the surface where
charges are prepared and taken into the coliiery, wrapped in cloth or
papers, as required for use.

To meet ths requiressnta of compensetion,enployoe
are insured with the South British Insurance Company.

ABERDEEN COAL MIMES The followlng observations apply Lo condttions
encountered on the 18th July, 1935,

The colllery is owhed by a co~operative party
of 8lx perauns, &ll of whom work ss hewers at the ooal face. In
sduitlion, two persons are employed as wheelers and are paic /- per
shift each,
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Nominally the eight persons work on one shift
but on the 18th July, 1935, two hewers one wheeler were on day shift
and two hewers, one being the nnnﬁ:r, wors on afterncon shift work
owing to a desire to expedite the driving of a place for dralnage. Three
persons were absent owing to illness.

Re. Foster is the Reglstered Mining Manager and
has been issued with a Permit, under the provisions of the Act, to enable
him to act in that capacity. He works as a hewer, nominally a coal-
getter, similarly to other hewers.

The seam of coal, approximating 22 inches in
thiskness 1s the same as that worked in the adjoining Illamatha Colllery.

The workings are served by & small tunnel, about
3'8" high by 3'4" at mid-section, extending forward as a maln heading.
The system of mining 1s a local development, comprising a stepped long-
wall face advencing with the ining place, the centre of which is
brushed to form the main he and extending towards the old workings
of the Illamatha Colliery on the te On the left of the heading
a slant place with a 12 yards face 1s driven, as a slicing bord, along
the margins of the old workings. The only place occupled was one
beling driven to the dlp off the same gate-road to the right of the
he » the other places being temporarily ldie until this place
has been driven for drailnage and until the indisposed workers have
returned. The system of mining is that adopted since the inception
of the colllery, and, without anticipating a future development of
weakness, the conditiom at the fece line was not to be regarded as
immedlately unsafe on the 18th July, last.

The roadway arrs nts and lack of effectual
drainage constituted most whee conditions and, as a
matter of opinion, it was considered that broken roof should be barred
down or otherwise attended to in the interests of safety.

For ventilation, this collliery was outcasting
the air intaking at the Illamatha Colllery and was dependent upon that
air for the ventilation of the colliery. Considering the paucity of the
supply of alr ineking at the Illamatha Colliery it was not surprising
that the system of ventilation at the Aberdeen Collliery was inadequate.
Despite this, the alr was not ﬂtly {:: at the face occupled by the
two cosl-gettera, but in the place pled on the day oi the inspection,
there was apronounced and undesirable deficiency in the quality of the
alr which condition was verified by flame-extinction tests. There are
two alr shafts in the workings on the left of the main heading but these
were not serving the useful purpose intended to be served by alr shafts.
The air intaking at the Illamatha Colliery was ocutcasting through the
tunnel and the alr shafts at the Aberdeen Colliery. [Natural ventllation
prevalls and the conditlons vary according to the vagaries of climutic
conditions. The circulating system 1s only partially controlled and
consldered in conjunction with the Illamatha Colliery it can only be
recorded that the minimum quantisdy of air, as prescribed, was not avall-
able, that the ventilation was generally deficlent, and that the require-~
ments of the Act in regard to ventilation were not satisfled. It was
stated that such conditions are not frequent but I offer no opinion
upon this.

> Mine Temperatures were not excessive rang
in the local itg of 59~ F. saturated, with surface temperatures of 53.5°
" .b., and 53 FeWeBe

The colliery 1s not well equipped in regard
to a second=exit. The position prevailing at the Illamstha lolliery
was rendered more difficult by observations in the Aberdeen Collliery and,
although the connection between the wor served for the passage of
alr, 1t would require appreclable imagination to regard this course as a
reasonable second-exit. The two alr shafts at the Aberdeen Colliery
may have been intended to serve exit requirements but the gate road to
one shaft was blocked by a fall of roof and it might have been pasible
to have crawled through the old low workings to the second shaft, but it
would be impossible to contend that a travelling way was being malntalned
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for exit purposes within the limits of the requirements of the Act,

Pre-shift dally inspections are not made, con-
sequently there 1s no observance of the provisions of General iule 4
of Part 3 of the Act. There appears to be an impression that these
examinations are not neces « HRecords of weekly inspections are made
to conform with General Rule of Part 2 of the Act. The current
colliery rules are not posted at the mine.

No first ald equipment is kept at the colllery.

Surveys are made and plans are prepared by the
Inspector of Mines, for the purpoases of Section 40 of the Act, free of
sost to the operators.

Explosives are stored at the surface. Charges
are prepared at the surface and taken underground, for use as required,
in a bag allowed by the Inspector of Mines.

Employees on wages are insured with the Bankers
and Traders Insurance Company for the purposes of the Workers' Compensat-
ion Act.

The ocutput of coal 1s sold to the Gollath
Portland Cement Company, the price varying according to the ash und
molsture content.

RAILTON,

DULVERTON COAL MINE3:

The following observations apply to the con-
ditions obtaining at the Dulverton Coal Mine on the 15th August, 193b:-

: The colliery is owned by a party of 4 miners
who engage in coal-getting. In addition, two miners are employed on
contract, the rate varying from 10/- to 12/~ per tom according to the
sale price of the coal.

. One of the owners, D.T.Mahcney, 1ls regilstered
a8 mining manager and, as implied, he engages in coal-getting similurly
to the other hewers.

The owners and ocontractors are gualified
coal-getters for the purpose of General Kule 39.

The seam of coal approximates 17" in thlckness
ihe workings are served by a small tunnel, about 3' x 4'6" in the clear,
snd the methods of mining is a local development of a stepped longwall
face. The productive area is situated between the old workings of
this,colliery and old workings of the Esk Bank Colliery. Although there
may be cause for a difference of opinion in regard to the sufilclency,
completeness and sisze of timbering, to sccomodate all roadway conditlons,
it coul. not be regarded that the condition along the face line was
immedlately unsafe.

A shaft had been provided and a comnnection |
bad been effected with adjolning workings apparently for ventilation and -
exit purposes, but those factors have been slighted to some extent., |

The tunnel was alternately intaking and out-
casting over short periods and any resulting movement in the alr avall-
able for ventilation was short-circuiting the productive area.
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The result 1s one which is fregquently assoclated with natural ventil-
ation in shallow measures andj to be anticipated, flame extinction
tests revealed a pronounced deficlancy in the quallty of the alr at the
coal faces. There was an absence of deliberate production and control
of an alr circulation and the ventilation was bad.

Although the thermometrical conditions were
not unreasonable, the temperatures at the productive places varied from
58 to 599F,, saturated, with a registration of 44.6° F.U.i., 41.6° 1, w.bB,

at the surface, the difference being a reflex of the defective ventilat-
ion,

By travelling a gate road in which there had
been fulle of roof and then crawling under low roof to an old tunnel,
access to the surface, as a second exit, might be attalned, but owing to
thhese difficulties and water logged conditiom the second exit was not
travelled to the surface.

Uncongenial wheeling conditions prevall through
ineffectual drainage and roadway formation,

Small quentities of nitro-compounds end deton=-
ators are stored, in separate places, at the surface where charges are
prepared and taken into the mine, wrapped In bagzing, as required for
shot firing.

The mansger advised that pre-shift dally
inspectiorns are made and recorded but the record book was at his home
and was not imsediately avallable for inspection.

No first ald equipment is kept at the colllery.

Surveys are made and plans are prepared of

the colliery workings by the Inspector of Mines, free of cost to the
operators.

The output of coal 1s sold to the Goliath
Portland Cement Works at a price based on the molsture and ash contents.

The owner-operators sre exempt from insurance
but the contract miners have not been insured for the purposes o: the
workers'! Compensation Act,

»

ESK BANRK COAL MINE:R

The following observations apply to the con-
ditiocns obtalining at this colliery on the 15th August, 1935:-

The mine 1s owned by a party of four miners
whe engage in coel-getting. One of the party 1s reglstered as manager
and he engages in coal-getting similarly to the others.

The seambf the coal veries from 11" to 1l&"
in thickness and the method of is a local development of stepped
longwall face. The conditions preva were not to be regarded as
L:medlately unsafe.. It was anticipa that the developed area of
coal would be exhsusted in two or three weeks.

The colliery.is ventilated naturally and
flame-extinction teats revealed a deficlency in the guality of the air
in the productive places owing to a paucity in the gquantity available
for ventilation end an absence of a regilated oclrculation of the small
immessurable quantity intaking at the tunnel to service the workings.

Thermometrical conditions were not excessive.

The colliery 1is not well accomodated with
second exlt faoilities.
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: No fixed rule is observed in repard to pre-
shift dally inspections but records are stated to be made of weeckly inspect-
ions although the record book was not avallable.

Smell quantities of nitro-compounds and detonat-
ors are stored separately at the surface, where charges are prepared and
taken into the mine in a skip, with protection, as required.

No first aid equipment is kept at the colllery.

Surveys are made and plams are prepared of the
colliery workings, by the Inspector of Mines, free of cost to the operators.

The output of coal 1s sold to the Gollath
Portlend Cement Company.

The owner-operators are not insured,

BLACK BEAUTY COAL MINE.

The follo observations apply to the condit-
ions obtaining at this colliery on the 16th August, 1936:-

The mine 1s owned by a party of three qualified
coal miners who engage in coal-getting.

One of the party is registered as Hanager and
he engages in coal-getting similarly to the others.

The seam of coal approximates 16" in thickness
and the system of mining is a local development of stepped longwalling.
The method of working 1s an advance upon practices at several of the other
:11 collieries and the conditions prevalling were to be deemed reasonably
-1

The workings are served by a tunnel 3' x 4'u" an
two alr-shafts have been sunk and connected with the workings for ventllat-
ion by natural means. The tunnel wagintaking an immeasuraeble guantity of
air and the circulat system was nct correctly controlled conseque:tly
there was & slight deficlency in the quality of the alr at the productive
faces. lleasures are to be taken to correct the conditions as far as
natural ventilation will allow,

Underground temperatures ranged fram 556%F
to 57°F saturated, with a surface recording of 49° P, D, B, - 48° F.w.b.

Seeond-exit facilities were iuncomplete, If
the deeper of the two air-shafts had been provided with a la/der way it
aight be regarded that a second-exit even the sectional area and
separating distance prescribed by the Act not obtain.

A quantity of about 5 lbs of nitro-compounds
is stored underground and detonators are s tored on the surface. Crimpers
are not provided. Charges are prepared and sarried openly to ithe place
of shot firing.

No particular precedure 1ls observed in regurd
to pre~-shift daily inspections.

No first alid equipment is kept at the wlliiery.

s are made and plans are prepared of the
golliery workings by the Inspector of Mines, free of charge to the operat-
ors.

The output of coal 1s sold to the Golliath
Fortland Cement Works at a price based on the moisture and ash contents.

The owner-operators are not insured,
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The following observations apply Lo the
conditions obtaining at the Star Coal Mine on the 16th August, 105L:~

The colliery i1s owned by A. Purker who 1is
engaged driving a new tunnel whilst two miners are employed on contract
coal-getting in the old workings, the rate varying from 11/~ to 1u/-
per,ton of coal at the bins,

The seam of coal approximates 13" in thickness
and mining operations actially comprise the extraction of seam remnants
in the old workings. Although hewing and wheeling conditions might be
ascribed as uncongenial, there was no cause to regard the conditiocns as
immediately unsafe,

STAR COAL MINE3

The owner 1s the reglstered manager and he
stated that a pre-shift dally inspection is made although no record book
was available at the mine,

The old workings provided a circulation of alr
but this was not effectlive in one productive place where flame-extinct-
ion tests revealed a deficlency in the quality of the alr,

Underground temperatures ranged firom 55% to
57° F.,saturated, with a surface registration of 530 r,D.B., 490° F.k.B.

It could not be regmrded that a second-exit had
been maintained for the purposes of the Act.

lﬁ first aid equipment is kept at the collliery.

The contract miners are not insured for the
purposes of the Workers' Compensation Act,

Nitro=compounds and detonators are stored in
separate places at the surface, where charges are prepared and taken
in the collliery wrapped in bagging.

Colliery rules are not posted.

LUCKY HIT COAL MINE3:

"  The following observations apply to the con-
ditions obtaining at the Lucky Hit Coal Mine on the 16th supgust, 1ludbi-

The Colliery is owned by Messrs Shepheard and
Deakin but the latter does not,participate in operations at the mine,

NeJ.Shepheard 1s the registered manager ani he
engages in coal-getting sinilarly to three other persons working in the
mine., f%he four persons constitute a co-operative party and three are
qualified coal-getters, whilst the fourth works at the coal face in
company with a qualified coal-getter,

The seam of coal averages 20" in thickness
and the method of mining is the local development of stepped longwalling
of an area of coal between old workings. The conditions prevalling
at the face line were not to be re a8 immediately unsafe.

As in the other small séllleries, uncongenlal
wheeling conditions obtained through ineffectual drainage and inferior
roadway formation.

There was an lrmeasurable clirculation of alr
through the old workings near the tunnel entrance but there was no effect
ive system of distribution and the conditions in the two productive
places were particularly bad, flame extinction tests revvaling a marked
defliciency in the quality of the air.
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It is doubtful if the quantity of air uvallable would be sufilclent
to ventilate the advanced places under the natural conditions belng
relled upon.

Underground temperatures wgod from 59° ¥,
to 60° r.,saturated, with a surface recording of Fo Ue e = 50° pou.ite

The operator proposes to silnk a new alr-shaft in
the near future,

The workings are completely devold of second-exit
facilities, such as might be used in case of emergency.

No definite procedure is observed in regard to
pre-shift dally inspections as required by General hule 4 and weekly
records of inspections are incomplete.

The members of the party are not insured.
No first ald equipment is kept at the collilery.
No colllery rulea are posted at the mine,

5 lbs. of nitro-compounds and up to 100 detonators
are stored in separate places at the surface, where charges are prepared
and taken as required into the mine in a sugar bag.

The output of coal is sol}d to the Gollath Port-
land Cement Works at a price based on the moisture and ash contents.

Surveys are made of the workings and plens are
prepared by the Inspector of Mines, free of cost to the operators.

HARD=TO=-GET COAL MINE:

kessrs O'Nelill Bros were driving & new tunnel
to,open up a field of coal ahead of old workings.

The conditions of wor were reasonably safe and
the ventilation was satisfactory. Roadway conditions, for wheeling,were
uncongenial owing to an inadequate system of drainage.

.

TARLETON,
TARLETUN COAL MINEg -

The following observations apply to the condit-
ions obtulining at the Terleton Coal M on the 28th August, 1956,

The colliery is worked by a psrty of four miners,
all of whom engege ln coal-getting. One/the party functions as colllery
managers. In addition, two persons are employed on wages, cne as a

miner and one as a wheeler and lorry driver. The wages pald these two
employees 1s 10/= per shift.

The five miners are qualified coul-getters for the
purpose of Gencral Rule 38,

The seam of coal approximates 27" in thickness
and the workings are served by a small tunnel varying from 5' x 3's" to
3'6" x 4°', 1he method of mining 1s & locul development of a stepped
longwall fece and, wlthout anticipating future weaknesses, the conditions
prevalling were not to be regarded as immediately unsafe.




The workings sre provided with the tunnel and
two alr shafts and the ventilation is naturally controlled. The tunnel
was lntaking an immeasurable quantity of alr aend although [lame extinctlon
tests revealed no pronounced deficlency in the quality of the air the
quantity clrcuhtlng for six persons would not conform with the requlire-
ments of the Act, grongll tempera was 50° . saturated,
with a surface r.giatrauon of 69 eDeBe = FaWeba

There were no uooml—oxit facilities but it
was proposed to equip the second air shart with a ladder and, although
the distance and dimensions would not conform with the requircments of
the Act, thils, apparently, 1s regarded as suificient for exlt purposes,

No speclal procedure 1s sdopted in regard
to pre=-shift dally inspections, the manager enters the colllery with
other operators at the commencement of the shift and then inspects the
working places. No records are kept of dally inspections but weekly recon
records are maintained. No first ald equipment is kept at the colliery.
Colllery rules are not posted.

Explosives are kept in separate places at ilhe
surface where charges are prepared and taken into the mine, in a billy-
can, as requlired for lmmediate use, Detonsators are attached to fuses
with a pocket knife,

Surveys are made and plans are prepared of the
colliery workings by the Inspector of Mines, free of cost to the operators.

The output of caids sold principally to the
Goliath rortland Cement Works, a small quantity being placed for local
domestic consumption. '

The party is not insured but the two wages men
are insured with the Tasmanian Insurance Company.

SOUTHERN STAR COAL MINE:

The follow observations apply to the con-
ditions obtaining at the Southern Star Mine on the 28th August,l93b:-

The oolll.n;{ is situated on private property
and 1s worked by W, T. Gower on a ty basis of 6d. per ton of coal
marketed.

W, T. Gower iz ihe registered manager and he
does not engage in sctual coal-getting, being occcupied on other cetalls
comnected with operations.

Three persons are employed in the mins on a
contract rate of 10/= per ton of coal placed at the surface. The contract
coal getters are not insured for the purposes of the Workers' Compensution
Act.

The seam approximates 20" in thickness and an
area of coal 1s being mined on a atepped longwall face wetween o0ld work-
ings and a fault plane. The conditions of working could not be regarded
&8 other than hazardous owing to slaclimess in the system and advancement
of the tlmbering and roadway brushing.

The workings are served by a small tunnel and
ventilation 1s naturally controlled by connectiocns with adjacent workings
but there was a state of balance in the alr in the in the workings tunnel
snd flame-extinction tests revealed a slight deficlency in the quality
of the air in the two productive places. The ventlilsting ccuditicns
were below the standard prescribed by the Act.

Underground temperatures rangcd from 55.56° F
to 56° I'., saturated, with a surfeee recording of §7.5° .. . 1. = 56,59
F. W. B,
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Second-exit faclilities were incomplete and
were only afforded by travelling under the low roof to a neighbourling
tunnel and thence ascending an unladdered shaft fourteen feet to the
surface.

Explosives are kept in separate places at the
surface where charges are prepared and taken into the mine, wruspped in
paper, as required for immediate use. Detonators are a.tached to fuses
with a knife.

Fre-shift dailt inspections are not made.
Records are made of weekly inspections.
No first ald equipment is kept at the colliery.

Surveys are made and plans are prepared of
the colllery workings by the Inspector of Mines, free of cost to tLhe
operator.

The output of coel is sold to the Gollath
Portland Cement Works at a price based on the ash and moisture contents.

weeeeNORTH-EAS DIVISIO

AV OC A,
STANLOPE COAL MINEs:

The follow observations apply to the condlite
ions obtaining at the Stanhope Coal on the 6th September, 1930.

The colliery is situated on private property
and 1s leused by Messrs Stanley and Batten.

Se Hodsld.nlon is the reglstered manager and 1s tie
holder of a oolliory manger's certificate, which satisfles the require-
ments of the Mines and Wworks Regulsticn Acte

., The workings are served by a tunnel and the
sea: ol coal 1s mined on the bord amd pillar system, and, with the
exception of necessity for attention to small areas of affected roof
and an increase in the width of occasionsl lids, the condltions of work=-
ing were to be regarded as reasonably safe.

The ventilation of the colliery 1s controlled
Ly & small furnace and the quantity of sir intaking at the tunnel was
6580 cublc feet per minute for 7 persons vmployed underground. ‘There
was no detectable deficlency in the quality of the d.s in the productlve
ares. Aine temperatures ranged from 50° F.D.Be = FaWetle to H0° F
saturated, with a surface recording of 48.5° F.D.u. - 43.5° F.W.ie

The colliery 1s well accomodated with second=-
exit facllitles, a separate laddered shaft being provided for that
purpose.

Pre=shift dally lnspections and weekly Inspect-
ions are made by the menager, and the prescribed records are made thercof.

The reglstered manager does not engage in
bewing operations at the coal faces but engsges in wheeling and other
operations in the colliery. He does not appear ar a member of the
party of 5 miners who share in the proceeds from coal production on
sontract prices of 8/- per ton for large coal and 7/= per tomn for slack
coal placed in the bins at the mine, o wheeler 1s employed by the
contractors at 10/= per shift,.




The earnings of the contractors averaged 15/7
per shift for the past month and 13/11 per shift for the previous month.
There 1ls no meke-up,

There 1s no written agreement belween the
contract party and the owners. The members of the party and others are
not insured for the purpose of the Workers' Compensation Act.

of Genersal Rule 39,

The output of coal is sold to the Launceston
karine Hoard, Patons & Baldwins and others, as a domestic fuel,

Explosives are stored in separate pluces
at the surface.

The general Rules are posted at the mine.

Provision is made for rendering first aid in
case of accldent.

Surveys are made and plans are furnished by
an asuthorised surveyor, as requlired by the provisions of the Act,

EIBCGAL
FINGAL COAL MINE,

The following observations apply to the con-
ditions outaining at the Fingal Coal ¥ine on the bth Septeuber, 1955:-

The colliery 1s owned by li. J. E. Yeates,

J. Gillies 1s the registered menager and he
engages in hewing operations at the coal face, similarly to two other
miners employed,

The miners are qualified for the purpose of
General Rule 38. All wheeling 1s done by them.

. The workings are served by a tunnel and the
sean of coal 1s mined on the bord and pillar system, and, with the
exception of necesaipy for additional timber in one productive place, the
conditions of working were to be regarded as reasonably safe,

The collliery is ventilated naturally and
the quantity of air intaking at the tunnel was 1622 cubic feet per minute
for three persons and a pony employed underground.

The circulation of air was not Lelng con-
ducted to the productive faces but shift~-end shot-firing 1s observed and
there was no detectable dorichuoz in the quality of the sir. The mine
temperature was 56° F,D.B. = 55,6° ", W.B. with a surface registration of
m Falatia = m F. We B.

axit facllities.

Pre-shift dally inspections and weekly
inspections are made by the registered manager.

Explosives are stored in separate pluces at
the surface and wooden charging boxes are used. A first ald cutfit has
been provided,

All coal-getters are qualified for the purpose

The colllery is well accomodated with second-




Surveys are made and plans are furnished
by an authorised surveyor, as required by the provisions of the Act.

The emp e8 are on wages. The manager 1s
pald 19/9 per shift and, according the owner, the other two miners
are pald at the same rate, but I am unable to qualify this.

The owner advises that the three miners and
the lorry driver are insured with the Tasmenian Insurance Company for
the purpose of the Workers' Compensation Act,

The output of coal 1s sold to the lallway

Lepartment, the Mental Diseases Hospital and to sundry domestic
consumers. ;

(Signed) W. He WILLIAMS,
ACTING GH SPECTOR OF MINES,

Mines Department,
lHobart.

18/9/36.




