
COAl. AT MiADSTONE 
l/lJ! 

When the Coal Uea.ure. ot Taamanla were mapped ln 

1922 tor the pubUc etion "The Coal Resourcea of Tasman1a", 

an area between Lewl. Hl11 end Dalmayne 1n the Eaatern part 

ot the State, .... not included in th1a mappln". 'fh1. area 

contaln. numerous occurrenoee of the Coal Meaaures Series, 

that ia the Felspathio Sandatone serie., and aeams of 

outcropplng coal had been reported, prlnc1pally 1n the 

v1cinity ot "Ueadatone". In December ot last year a 

commencement wa. mKde 1n mapp1ng th1a area. This lnvestigat10n 

ie not yet complete but an examinat10n ot the outcrops on 

MI'. C.C. MCShane's property "Ueadetone" we. sutf1ciently 

canpa te to write. prel1minary report. 

In order to aseeae the poa.ib111tiee and recommend 

tuture deyelopment ot an outoropping coal seam, 11. 1s first 

necessary to conslder three tactore, namelYI-

Acce .. 1b111tl. 

Acc •• sib111 ty. 

Width of Seam. 

Quality ot Coal. 

Although the name ot the property, ln which the 

coal outcrope, 1s "Uead.tone", 11. 1. marked on the Land 

Chart (Glamorgan 2C) ae "Nowhere Rl •• ", an appellatlon whlch 

conyey •• ome~lng of the remoteneaa ot the place. 

From Ayoca, the neareat ra1lway town, Meadatone may 

be reached by tollowing the old S .. aneea Road (paasing through 

the yll1age of Royal George at eleysn miles) for eeventeen 

milse, where a turn ott to the lett .collows a rather rough 

road a further .1x mile •• At the end ot th1e road ls 

Mead.tone Home.teed, and the coal outcrop. - three in number -

occur wi. th1n a radius ot three mila e flO m here. 
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W1dth ot Seam8. 

'l'he w1dth ot t.he three outcrope meaBU red are shown 

d1agrammat.1cally as tollo.s,-
N~ r !Y~ 2 

...... 
',;;."., 
: .. ~. 

12 ir~: Coni 
, ~ '; i ; 
,,~ :'.~ 

21" fund 

6' 

;" 

II 
h 

( " 

13" 

Gre!l SJ,a/~ 
~~:.: 

Coal .,;.'. 
.: ':1, 
'(.'1 

!'''lnd -. 

~~~~: 
}' .. :; (ocl 
l>~. 
; .' , 
.' -. " 13trM 

Scm 

It w111 be seen that I and II correspond fslrly 

closely - moreoyer they are approximately at. t.he sarne level. 

No. III ia a lower aeam. occurr1ng perhapa 200 teet. below I and 

n. :No correspondence to ot.her known aeama has been wo rked 

out but it can be aeen that the effecth'e w1dth ot Coal is 

only 2' 6" (1nclud1ng two banda) ln the first caaa 'and 

2' 1n the aeoond. 

Qua11tl ot Ooal. 

A channel aample, about six 1nchea 1n trom the outcrop 

waa taken acroas each a8am. The banda were not 1ncluded in 

thea. aamplea which gaTe t.he tollow1ng reaults:-
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I II III 

" " ~ 

Molature at 105°C 6.1 9.1 13.1 

VolatUe Combustlble 26.7 25.4 25·0 
Matter 

Flxed carbon 27.9 .}3.4 23.9 

AIIh 39.3 32.1 38.0 

it' 
Kye~the ash content .ere to dim1n1ah by 20% in the 

hard coal, away frau the outorop, it would atill be very 

In conelder1ng the three'factora mentioned above, 

1t can ba seen that not one 1a really favourable. In 

order to recommend any future developmental work 1n 

proving a deposit, it iB neceBsary that at leBst two of 

theBe faotors Bhould be favourable. Theae three BeamB, 

therefore, of narrow wldth, h1gh a.h content, and eituated 

far from market. or railhead, oan not be recommended for 

ruture development. 
f 

Thia doe. not _an that good seame may not be found 

on this property. A thlokness of four hundred feet of 

the Ssndstone serlea occurs above the h1gher outcropping 

aeam and it ls quite posBibla that rioher aeamB may occur 

in this. 
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