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Till!: IRON INDUSTRY IN TASlLAllIA. 
-----.--------------- ---------

It ie uniTereally acknowledged that the produotion of iron and 
eteel liee at the root of proaparlt7 in a modern oiTiliaed State. 

The World". ·jI ~.:ldU(lt1on (If :t.:, iron is OTeZ' 60 , 000,000 t one 
per annum, ofwhi,h t,he C'I"'1!:?r.ll'fld1;h 'e ehare doe. not appear to 
exoeed 40,000 tone, da.pi ',e i m,Jol'tant deposits of ore in various 
statss. 

Tasmania has raised to date upwards of 60,000 tone of 
iron ore, of which OTer 20,000 tons were smelted in the seventiea 
at York Town from Anderson'a Creekend near Beaoonsfield, and t he 
balanoe shipped to the mainland and dispoeed of as a met allurgi oal 
flux. 

AnderaGO's Creek; 

The ore emelted on the We at ~,~ produced a tough, hard iron, 
which met with approval in tha Victorian market; but an objeotion­
able element, chroma, baaan to appear in the produot and the inereaa­
ina proportiona of thia impurity gradually rendered the metal too 
hard and brittle, exoept tor the very limitad Australian market. 
Thie caused operationa to be euependad in 1877, and they have not 
since been resumed. The pig iron oontained chrome Tarying in amount 
betwaen 2 and 10 per oent. Makers at ohrome eteel haTe not yet been 
able to deal with an ora oontainina eo emall an amount of ohrome and 
in such irregular proportione, and yet sufficient to spoil t he 
product for general purpoees. 

The time howeTel' h aa ouor i ved for experimental work to be 
taken up on theee depoe! ta, s o at! to eetabl ieh t hs probabil ity of 
obtaining mixtures for the· furnaos whieb would euit speoial "larkets. 

likely 
The quantities/to be aTailabla in these Andereon'. 

Creek depo.it. oannot be •• timated with oonfidence, aa very little 
work has been done on them, but from 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 tons of 
workable ore probably exi.t down to oreek level. 

The depoaita haTe lain idle eince 1877; the oostliness of 
experimental work and the uncertainty of the result. havin~ deterred 
capitaliet. from emcar1ting in t Ile v.nture. They are ., or b mi1.eB 
from a river port. 

Dial Range; 

Yor 10 yeare prior to 1908 d~pos1t8 of haematits ore were 
worked on the Penguin Creek and eent to New South Wales for flux. 
Over 40.000 ton. were .old for this ·purpose. TheBe ooneistsd of 
Tery olean or., oontainina tr~ 66% to 68% metallic iron, only 2 or 
3% .ilioa" and praotioally trae from pho.phoru •• Some diffioulties 
oonneoted with tramw~ right. to th~ ehippina port, combined with a 
falling otf in the demand, lsd to o •• sation of work. 

Additional (lep t'I'I1t . ~f n;.gn qual i ty haematih Qocur on t,h. 
Dial Range in the F .. nauin-:Ria.n.> diRt. riot, ';)ut haT*' not "aeen worked. 
The aboTe are between 3 and 6 mile. from the port of Penguin. 



Bllth. 11y"; 

A lara. eu'orep of ..,.rlor ,uality haomati ••• xi.t. on 
the Blythe RiT.r~ 6 er 7 .tl •• from it. mouth. and altoa.th.r 12 
ailee troa tho p.rt ot BwrIl:iA. 

'1'h. ",allt7, .... rta1ll.d b7 .... ~, 11 .uob aa would be 
equiTalent to abo~' '1' .. 'allio ir~R - with pho.phorou. P~036 to 
0.04%. 

A pr.oi •• oaloulatloD of q~antiti •• of or. 'XiBtina i. 
1mpo.lible • . but Jucl&iDa b .. th ..... r.p and trca- a tew t\lllnel. 
which have b.en put into tAe or. b.~, tho Wb.le depo.it. allow­
ina one halt for wute rook. 40wn to oreok leT.l .., be expected 
to oontain 17,000.000 to 23,000.000 tona c~ orG. whi oh ahculd 
7ield' 10,OOO.~OO to 12. 000.000 ton~ of pi~ iron 

'1'he preperty i.' held b7 the Blythe BiT.r Iron Kine. Ltd., 
but attempte to prooure o~1ial t.r raiaiq 01'. in faa_i ... and 
tor the eerection of the ... ltia. worko in »ew South Wale, have been 
truitl.ae po tar, and the dopoait il unwork.d. 

Oth.r Depolltt; 

Othar iron ore dapo.ita, which may be \.Itilile~ in the 
futurl, b~t arl lituatld •• that prl.lnt conditionl of tWlight and 
workin& coetl preoludl profitable ~loitation, are 1n the Baltour 
4i.trict, 8ilver.trlam diltrict Dear ~.oban, and on the Meredith 
and Savage lU vera. 

For the pre.en~ lUyth. Riv.r, ·1)ial aanae and Andereon" 
Creek dlpoe1t. are tho.e .. iob will probably be ~e firlt utili.ed 
in in1tiating the iron in~.t~ In f •• m• n 1a. '1'u_ia thUD poeeel.el 
the raw material. tor a lara- iron and Iteel lnAu.try. the Blythe 
.... o.lt baing eltimat.d ao IUtflo1ent tor the preduotion ot halt 
a million toni of pia 1ron annually for 20 Yla __ , or halt that 
qUantity for .4O Ylara. 

Limeetonl tlux il o~ainable clo.1 to the depoeit on the 
banke of the Blythe Ri·".r. Jor o,din~ blact fUrnaceB, coke (of 
which :lt8 nt. per ton of 1nJl wellld b. re;lllred) would prObably not 
be avallable .e1*h •• rfrom the coal ..... at Preolenna or the Mereey 
U.ld owina to th.ir h1&:h IUlphur oont.nt., and 1t wou14 have to 
be ill\Port.d from the mainland. 

But if tho elootrio furnao. 1e u'.d, .ither coke alo~ can 
be ellq)loyed or coke and obaraoal t ... thar, and in oiaher OUG the 
eulphur contont 1. r.auo.4. U oo.pared with ... lt1na in tha 
ordinary blaot turnaoa. .j .... \he aooounh ~u1t11.!tl1~ th'D\~'-Rt1 ty 

:O!!!:a (;~I:~ib;t o:~d.=:r .~~:J)~: 1l.1~' &I "~in.t 
.. t omeltiDa '8. tha\ o.e .no-tb "'" .. _c or41nary blao. urna.. '1 mad 1t i. ot botter quality 

eulphur 1. added; an4 &I tor t_. .t.a ·t 
than that produood in ordinary otoo1 furDaoOl. 

'rho bearina of all thlo on 'r&lmania. 11 that 
the coke hera, tho coal from Preolanne and the U.roey~ 
high in eulphur, miaht b. uoed tor the purp .... 

Worke SUa; 

if 'We made 
although 

If a commonwealth ironamaltina worko io oatabliehed, a plea 
t 1 08 on the aoa board of Eastern 

may be put torward tha .ome P a . a1 11aa "nd oonvenient 
AUetralta would ba .ola~tad~ n.artth:l:~trj:~~~arrJ&l .melting wei&h. 
tor l.n<;~r .. stete di.tribut1on. BU 1 d 1t the 'rasll'.an1an 
down the .oale 1n faVOUr of T&lmani~ worke, an 
l'iA V I?J"RT" Qi' t eb rmJ d de 
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Government .hould d.cid. to er.ot 8tat. work. or ev.n it the 
initiation of the 1ndu.tr,y b. lett to pr1vat •• nt.rpri •• , the sit. 
for worke would aoet likely be on the .hor. ot Bae. Straita, wh.r. 
ore lIuppli •• tro. ltft the :Blyth. &lId th~ ,Jial Ra~<.. c"uld converge 
cn furnacell, at a lc;ca1ity luitaplo for loth !lr~':')(l:'t ""1. I_uoh 
cae. perhapi .v.n the ADd.rlon'e Cr.ek ore. oould b. luppli.d to 
the worke, and have their ohra1wa contentl clrewn.d .ut by admixture 
with pr.pond.ratins proportionl of pur. haematit. or ••• 

Blectric Im!ltingi 

With the impendins .upply of eleotrical energy derived 
from t he water pow.r to b. obtain.d from the central tableland at 
Taemania, the qu •• tion ct .malt1na the :Blyth. or •• by the electro­
thermal proce •• will 1n.T1tably have to be oonsidered. 

Thil proc ••• i. b.ing introduc.d t.r or •• m.lting in 
Scandinavia and the Unit •• stat •• and the tutur. at iron ore reduction 
generally, it may b. antic1pat.d, . 11 •• in thi. direotion. 

At T1ntol in S .... n. where el.ctroMmetallurgical smelting 
was adopted a ooupl. of year. -co. dividend paying reeult. have 
been attained, and owina t. the .xoell.ot qual1ty of the pig iron 
produoed, aa much ae £6 Jon' ton hae b •• 1I. r.al1 .... for 1t. T.ohnioal 
advantagea are posseeeed by the eleotric furnace over the ordinary 
blaet furnace" and ei ther cok. or charcoal may b. ueed ae the 
reducing aaent. 

·:t'he l&te.t nformatilln &'vai1,able i to ,hu ef ' eot that 
there are aow in operation in Bw .... ov.r 70 electriC furnace •• 

Water power and labour may oo.t 1... in Scandinavia than 
1n Ta.mania, but .11. the oth.r hand th ••• difter.no •• might poss ibly 
be oOIlP.n.ated by tr.ight uc1lilllport charge •• 

l ational1.ation of Iron Or. sn.lt1n&: 

1. The .tart1na ot iron ore aine. and emeltins work. generally 

2. 

involve. a gr.at outlay. Kr.Darby, the Bng11.h .xpert wh* 
inspected the Blyth. depooit for the own.r., estimated an 
initial .~.nditure for the work., wharve., at.amer., eteel 
plant and mill. of £l,OOO,OOO. That _J2SJ. y.ar. ego. 
Capitalists have not c~e forward with the money. The deposit, 
like depoeita in the other Statel, lie. idl. and unproductive. 
That i& an argument 1n fav.ur of the Stat. aontrolling the 
industry. 

Another r .... n i. to b. found in the fac~ that Australia 
i .aporte large quantitie. ot .teel and ir.1I. for Government 
r'quiremente, and if the initiat10n of the 1nduatry ie lett 
to privats ent.rprie.~ .ub.id1 •• d .. dou~tl ••• it will b. ~ 
the Government. the lllt.tez:- w111 IT.ntueJ. ly 'b. pay1ng iron_liter. 
71 0'~, o,., l y t !l ' euil l! .tt.;)'; .... \1t th., .jDi~c.ll priO.1 whior. that eubd.., 
,,; 11 half' th •• ";0 lIarn on ctoye:6lIaAIII.t contracte. That ia to aay, 
inetead of pay1ng to the Briti.h aanufaoturer hill profite, the 
Government w111 be paying th.m to the Auetralian manufaoturer, 
plue any eubeidy. . 

3. Ano~h.r coneideration ie that with the proper technioal 
maneg.m.nt,~ 1nd.p.nd.n~ altoc.th.r ot politiaal control 
the state with the n.c.I.ary oap1tal •• our.d ~ .ore advantage­
ou. terms than oould b. obtained by private own.r. ought to b. 
able to produce quit. ae cheaply ae or 'ven more 80 than 
individual oiti.en.. To •• cur. 8ucoelB~ however, the ~&ier 
DU.t be ot unt.p.aohabl. ability and abeolutely untrammell.d in 



his oontrol. Th. """.-oAt ot iron work. 1, a oomplicated 
busines., r.quir!a& ,\h. h1&b •• t t.~iea1 'kill and the great­
.,t oar. it oo.t17 mi.tak.. and 10.... are to be aviid.d. 
Giv.n th1., th.r. 1e .. r.aeon Why Itat. oontrol .hould not be 
as ... neaioel .. 4 pntttalll. ae privats control. 

4. It the Itat. ~roduo.e piC iron, then it .,y b •• xpeot.d 
Australian pmrohaeere ot it tor manutaoturinc purposee ~ hope 
to obtain it trom the Government at lower prio •• than it would 
be proour~lIl. troa private eaeltere. fhi. would have the effeot 
of enoouraaing the manutaeturing trade in iron w&re. It would 
give iron workere~th. raw mat.rial at the lowe.t poeaible coet. 

,. A benefit of di8t1not public imporiane. aocru1ng from t he 
.etabli.~t of Stat. iron work. would b. the permanent 
employment of a lu,e Ilwab.r of _no 

6. One f.ature invotTed in the propo.ition under review would 
have to b. ooneidered; namely, if any stat. undertook smelting 
wi thin it. own bound.ari •• wbetheI' 1t oould d.pend upon the 
other state. lI.inc oulta.6rr, .r T-h.thor the l~tter would 
oont.wue to purcha.e iron and .,teel trom Britain and Forflign 
oountrie.; because in the latter .... the purely looal demand 
would bo quite !nade~at. to keep the ... ltere at work. 

7. It would of oour" b. h1&hly d •• irabl. if any State 
establish.d work. ad'quat. for the r.quiremente of Australia 
for an Interetate &irsement to be ent.red into, oreating a 
Government monopoly. eo as to o)viate competition on the part 
of private ironaaet.re. 

8. I know that it i. tr'quently urg.d that Government worke 
cannot produ .. ae ,0'DPIIL1oa1ly ae private ' ..... , and thil iI 
asoribed to variou. o~ •••• ina4equat. re.uneration, abeenoe of 
the etimulu. of per.onal relatione, Gov.rnment etroke, politioal 
inf~uenoe. UAlIu.in ••• -lik ... thode in v~. in Gov.rhment 
Departm.nt., ro.triotione of Dep&rtaental reaulation., unwi •• 
eeleotian of offio.re, and the 11k.. Many of theee items are 
.011d rea.on. and where present wauld mean ruinous 108s. It ie 
well to know b.forehand what to guard again.t. xt theee draw­
baoks are .xclud.d. Government ent.rpri.. ou~ht to be in a 
superior po.ition. 

A so ad deal of the objeotiana to Governm.nt enterpri.e are 
p~o~~~ly due 0 polit10al 9redil.~t1.u.; th.re 1. really no reason 
any Governm.nt ironwork_ oannot be a •• ucce.stul at leaet a. 
Government arsenal •• 

Conolusion; 

Ta.mania ha. in the Dlyth. and Dial Rang. dep •• ii. iron 
ore reeouro •• which can be utilieed wh.nev.r the industry ill 
initill.ted. 

The quality ot the are i. highly suitabl. tor producing the 
iron and steel required in the Comaonwealth. 

The quantity aVailable down to water level a. far a8 can 
~. judged from the outcrop. i. eu~ficient for requiremente in the 
t~onwsalth at the preeent re.te of consuaption for .ay about 20 

• ~r. or l •• e; and the period may be ar.aily .xt.nd.d by min1ng 
· ... v.r lev.l. 
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ThO po8.1\1_ .t ~ho dop ••. uo n.ar tbo ..... ltOaJ'Q h ravoul'" bb 

for t.rtu'lapol't at' lQ'\/.dO 01'9 t.o .... 1'.'. ol.ewl1u'. iJI u..,.0_on",,,91t1l, ,I' for tho a root10R ot ~ ... ih. ~~ oo .. t or Ta.man13, 

th., 6ct1 .... lac \M_ ...,. .h. 1' •• 0",_ GeT._nt 1n 
',oqulr1n,q; U,. ont.U'pd ......... ...,. uo H;,uo-lUonr1. c..an;y tor t tl t' 
dit·tr11Nti.m of al.eRdo __ , t. 41tt.Hllt , ...... • t tho leland, 
i e t'ayolullolt: '"0 t.h. 140. 01' ... lo;yina tho oJ..eR"-lb.~ pro II, ... 
t or .:nclt1nt,t t.ho 01''' .... p~o1na an oxoall .. t w)phu .... tl' •• 1ron, 

~horo 1 •• p ••• 1ltl11';, we the Ander •• n'. Croak onr~if.r~. 
JQvoe1t.. bo1~ ~.04 ooll.t.rall¥ tor b1.n41aa .1th tho onrom8-rree 
i ronetone, but .xp.r~Il'&l WOI'K .. thi. cl ••• ot or. ·l. neoded , 

If the a.aa •• t.rto \no 1nd~.\r,y 1t .ou14 ro~ulro to be 
,,~ f'''«Il .. · .. d. c1 l;)y '-'" lllt.er.t ... to &\l.u .. t •• that tho .. ihe:o' $\oi •• would. 
not ooape.t-•• 

It. I1\1aht lto , ... nle tor th. C_n .. oalth h ttUco th4 . 
>;01'1< 1n llllnil AIld folP lb. Ibte. t. tr ... f.1' t.1II. lout4 on .. hloh the 
or. depo.lte .xlet ...,. •• ...-~al .r 1 ... 1 ....... 1th th. n ••••• ary 
.~.em.nto and 1..... t.r tluxoe: 01' lbo C.amonw~h ~t. .ybe1dl •• 
tho 8ta'8 ~t.otu ... 

If oh. 14M of' wel'XiII& \11. lIlyth. 4., •• U Ie ont.n.1n.4, 
.... 1'810 ...... Uo 00lil_ .1' p ... op •• ,_ ... t 1M ..-n ....... to fo1'lll • 
thoroughly reliablo .. " .. , •• f lb. 'u .. t1t1 .. ·.f .. orKaDl. ore, 1'01' 
1 t l1l.I,,1. b. ro ... NlIencl that p .. ' 0&101.11.\10.0 )0 .... b.on b ••• ct IInl..­
on t.ho OIltorop and • t_ OlIpl_tN7 '\UlIlol. put In'o t.h. 01'&1 bod¥, 

C4p ltal haa ......... eello"" for ibi. oatorpri •• 1'nr 
the 1 •• 1. t"l1'1. •• n yOaH .. l'h.u' •• e •••• And it .. 0\1.14 laPp .. "r lU' 1t 
tnu· .. 1. n01;h1ua to lto d.no ~. t •• 'ho GOTernmont ttUhor to ho".vlly 
.l.Ia.idle. tho T.Rture •• to .. ~ oontrol 1t •• lf. 

1 t.alco U tha' \l,Q aov.ftUliltll' fiuld pro.ot1 .. 1.1y oontine 
it. opeT Ptlone t. th. pro~o\t ... f .t •• 1 ra11.~ ~l.teo ... 4 ene.t •• 
an. keep e. lIertain .'.ok .1' piC ll'O1l OlD hanct tor ouppl;y1N; t.o 
pr1v",te 1l'onwurk.l'o, w1U whoa \h.re WG\l.14 1M D. iD,art.reD.e' 

LAUJI ~:.!,:G'r ClN, 

~,th vo\abo .. , 1~14. 

(a_o.) "'.l!.~ 'i/lIl LVB!l'''''. 

(lonEl!Il!Wt ie,?)..!!i!.~.~. 


